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Shillong, July 03: The 
Supreme Court on Friday 
declined to stay the bail 
granted to Sonam Raghu-
vanshi, the prime accused 
in the alleged murder of her 
husband, Raja Raghuvan-
shi, during their honeymoon 
in Meghalaya. However, the 
court agreed to examine the 

Meghalaya government’s 
challenge to the bail order. 
A Bench of the apex court 
noted that while it had 
certain reservations about 
aspects of the Meghalaya 
High Court’s ruling, So-
nam had already been re-
leased on bail. It therefore 
refused to pass any interim 

order staying her release, 
but issued notice to her and 
sought her response to the 
state’s appeal. The matter 
will be heard further once 
her reply is filed.

Sonam is accused of con-
spiring to kill her husband 
during their trip to Sohra, 
Meghalaya, in May 2025. 

According to the prosecu-
tion, she allegedly hired 
contract killers to carry out 

the murder. Raja Raghuvan-
shi’s body was later recov-
ered from a gorge, leading 
to a high-profile investiga-
tion by the Meghalaya Po-
lice. She and several others 
were subsequently arrested, 
though she has denied the 
allegations.

The Meghalaya govern-

ment has challenged the 
June 29 order of the High 
Court, which upheld a Shil-
long trial court’s decision 
granting bail to Sonam. 
The High Court had point-
ed to procedural lapses in 
the arrest records, including 
an incorrect reference to 
the penal provision in the 

arrest memo and held that 
these defects affected the 
legality of the arrest. The 
state, however, has argued 
that the error was merely 
clerical and should not out-
weigh the seriousness of the 
charges.

During the hearing, Solic-
itor General Tushar Mehta 

urged the Supreme Court 
to stay the bail, arguing that 
the High Court had given 
undue weight to a technical 
defect despite strong evi-
dence in the case. The apex 
court, however, declined to 
interfere at this stage, not-
ing that Sonam was already 
out on bail.

Mizoram ACB’s first annual report records 112 
convictions; CM calls for collective action

Aizawl, Jul 03: Mizoram 
Chief Minister Lalduho-
ma on Thursday called 
for collective efforts to 
combat corruption, saying 
the challenge cannot be 
tackled by a single agency 
and requires the participa-
tion of both citizens and 
government employees. 
Speaking at the release of 
the first annual report of 
the state’s Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (ACB), Lalduhoma 
described corruption as a 
major impediment to good 
governance and the overall 
development of the state.

He said the government 
had strengthened both the 
ACB and the Mizoram 
Lokayukta to enhance 
the state’s anti-corruption 

framework and expressed 
hope that the two institu-
tions would continue to 
build their professional ca-

pabilities.
The Chief Minister said 

the annual report should 
serve as a reminder to gov-

ernment employees of the 
need to discharge their du-
ties with integrity, account-
ability, transparency and 

financial propriety.
According to the report, 

the ACB received 17 cor-
ruption-related complaints 
during 2025-26, of which 
15 were taken up for pre-
liminary enquiry, leading 
to the registration of six 
regular cases. The Bureau 
completed 14 preliminary 
enquiries, including cases 
carried forward from previ-
ous years, and disposed of 
seven regular cases during 
the period. The report also 
stated that between 2010 
and 2026, the ACB secured 
the conviction of 112 per-
sons in 35 corruption cases 
that were charge-sheeted 
and tried by the Special 
Court under the Prevention 
of Corruption Act.

Imphal, Jul 03: In a major 
breakthrough against inter-state 
narcotics trafficking, a special-
ized team of the Churachandpur 
District Police has successfully 
dismantled an organized drug 
syndicate, resulting in the ar-
rest of key operators and the 
recovery of a substantial cache 
of illegal substances and illicit 
currency.

The coordinated anti-narcot-
ics operation led to the seizure 
of a high-purity consignment 
of brown sugar alongside 
₹31,00,000 in cash, suspected to 
be the direct proceeds of local-
ized drug sales. Acting on precise 
intelligence inputs regarding the 
movement of a major consign-
ment, district police personnel 
intercepted a suspected vehicle 
and raided a designated transit 
hideout in the district. During 

the intensive search, security 
forces uncovered the contraband 
brown sugar, carefully packaged 
for commercial distribution, 
alongside the hidden cash stack 
consisting entirely of high-de-
nomination currency notes. A 
senior district police official stat-
ed that initial investigations point 
toward an active network re-
sponsible for sourcing raw mate-

rials and distributing refined con-
traband across regional borders. 
The sheer volume of cash seized 
underscores the deep financial 
network of the syndicate and its 
capacity to fund large-scale illicit 
trade in the border region. A for-
mal case has been registered un-
der the Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances (NDPS) 
Act at the local police station.

Churachandpur Police Bust Drug 
Syndicate, Seize Cash, Brown Sugar

Nalbari Administration Issues 15-Day 
Notice Ahead of Fresh Eviction Drive

Nalbari, July 03:  The Nalbari district admin-
istration has begun preparations for a fresh evic-
tion drive in the Barkhetri Revenue Circle by is-
suing a 15-day notice to more than 150 families 
allegedly occupying around 322 bighas of gov-
ernment grazing land in Velakhaiti, Sabhamari 
and Baramara villages.

According to an official notice issued by the 
Barkhetri Revenue Circle Office, the admin-
istration has directed the removal of alleged 
encroachments from Village Grazing Reserve 
(VGR) land. The notice states that around 286 

bighas of the 870 bighas, 1 katha and 15 le-
chas of grazing land under Dag No. 212 at Ve-
lakhaiti are under alleged illegal occupation. It 
also identifies 12 bighas under Dag No. 46 at 
Sabhamari and 24 bighas under Dag No. 93 at 
Baramara as encroached, taking the total land 
proposed for eviction to nearly 322 bighas. 
The administration cited the Supreme Court’s 
January 20, 2011 judgment in Civil Appeal 
No. 1132/2011 arising out of SLP (C) No. 
3109/2011, which mandates the removal of ille-
gal encroachments from government land. 

Slow Expansion Work At Umroi Airport 
Continues To Hit Passengers Hard

Shillong, Jul 03: For thou-
sands of commuters in Me-
ghalaya, catching a flight has 
deteriorated into an exhaust-
ing, time-consuming, and 
expensive ordeal. Ongoing 
regulatory stagnation sur-
rounding the expansion of 
the Shillong Airport at Umroi 
is gradually pushing the state 
into an isolated corner, while 
neighboring northeastern 
states enjoy seamless nation-
al connectivity.

The persistent delay in 
upgrading the airport in-
frastructure has drastically 
shrunk direct connectivity 
within the Northeast and 
shattered hopes of estab-
lishing new routes to major 
metropolitan hubs. Students 
rushing for university ad-
missions, patients requiring 
urgent out-of-state medical 
referrals, traders, and tour-
ists are now routinely forced 
to factor in massive logisti-
cal hurdles, extra monetary 
costs, and lost hours—all 

because critical airport ex-
pansion files remain stuck 
in bureaucratic loops. With 
direct local options severely 
restricted, travelers are left 
with no choice but to head 
to Lokpriya Gopinath Bor-
doloi International Airport in 
Guwahati, Assam—located 
nearly 140 kilometers away. 
The added time, high vehicle 
rental costs, and sheer fatigue 
of this grueling road journey 
have become a heavy, recur-
ring burden for the public. 
The crisis is heavily com-

pounded by a standstill in 
physical construction at the 
site. While the Meghalaya 
state government swiftly re-
solved complex land acqui-
sition bottlenecks—success-
fully handing over 22.5 acres 
of private and defense land to 
the Airports Authority of In-
dia (AAI)—and the Ministry 
of Environment cleared envi-
ronmental permits on March 
28, the final execution phase 
remains stalled. The project 
was formally awarded to M/s 
KCC Buildcon Pvt Ltd on 

April 1 with a strict 18-month 
completion timeline, yet 
heavy machinery cannot 
move because the final safe-
ty assessment clearance for 
the execution stage has been 
pending. The administrative 
delay recently drew heavy 
fire from the High Court 
of Meghalaya. A Division 
Bench comprising Chief Jus-
tice Revati Mohite Dere and 
Justice Wanlura Diengdoh 
pulled up the Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) for sitting on vital 
safety clearances, warning 
that the 45-day delay would 
inevitably trigger project cost 
escalations, forcing taxpay-
ers to foot a higher bill. In the 
latest judicial hearing, Dep-
uty Solicitor General Nitesh 
Mozika informed the court 
that the DGCA has now ex-
pedited the vetting process, 
and the central authorities 
have been granted a brief 
window to formally submit 
the safety evaluation report.

Large-scale eviction drive underway in 
Assam’s Laokhowa Wildlife Sanctuary

Guwahati, Jul 03: A major 
eviction drive is in progress 
at the Laokhowa Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Assam’s Naga-
on district, as authorities 
remove alleged encroach-
ments from a large stretch 
of protected forest land. Ac-
cording to local sources, the 
operation is focused on vast 
stretches of jute cultivation 
that officials claim have been 
carried out illegally within 
the sanctuary’s notified for-
est area.

The eviction has triggered 
tension in the locality after 
residents alleged that a man 
who had gone to graze his 
cattle earlier in the day was 
assaulted by forest person-
nel. The claim could not be 
independently verified, and 
the Forest Department has 
not issued any official state-
ment on the matter. Forest 
officials have stated that the 
eviction is part of a broader 
initiative to restore degraded 
habitats and safeguard bio-

diversity within the sanctu-
ary. Laokhowa, known for 
its rich wildlife including 
rhinos, wild buffalo, and 
migratory birds, has faced 
increasing pressure from 
human activity and culti-
vation in recent years. The 
drive has triggered tension 
in surrounding villages after 
residents alleged that a man 
grazing his cattle earlier in 

the day was assaulted by 
forest personnel. The claim 
could not be independent-
ly verified, and the Forest 
Department has not issued 
any official statement on the 
matter. Community members 
have expressed concern over 
the manner of the operation, 
urging authorities to ensure 
that local livelihoods are 
not disrupted without due 

process. Local organizations 
have begun mobilizing to de-
mand clarity on the eviction 
process, calling for transpar-
ent communication from the 
Forest Department. District 
officials have indicated that 
the operation is being con-
ducted under legal provisions 
protecting wildlife sanctuar-
ies, but have yet to address 
allegations of excesses.

Ramakrishna Mission plans to set up two higher 
education institutes in Arunachal Pradesh

Itanagar, Jul 03: Arunachal 
Pradesh is set to get two new 
institutes of higher education 
as the Ramakrishna Mission 
plans to establish campuses 
at Aalo and Narottam Nagar, 
a move Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu on Thursday de-
scribed as a major boost to 
quality higher education and 
value-based learning in the 
state. The proposed institu-
tions will come up at Aalo in 
West Siang district and Narot-
tam Nagar in Tirap district, 
expanding educational oppor-
tunities for students across the 
state.

Khandu announced the de-
velopment in a post on X af-
ter holding discussions with a 
delegation of the Ramakrish-
na Mission led by its Assistant 
General Secretary, Swami 
Bodhasarananda. “We had a 
fruitful discussion with a del-
egation from the Ramakrish-
na Mission led by Revered 
Swami Bodhasarananda Ji. 
The meeting focused on the 
establishment of Institutes 

of Higher Education at Aalo 
and Narottam Nagar, which 
will mark a significant step 
towards expanding quality 
higher education opportuni-
ties in Arunachal Pradesh,” 
the chief minister said. He 
noted that the Ramakrishna 
Mission has made invaluable 
contributions to education and 
social service in Arunachal 
Pradesh over the years and 
said the proposed institutes 
would further strengthen 
the state’s higher education 

ecosystem. Reaffirming the 
government’s commitment 
to improving educational 
infrastructure, Khandu said 
the state would continue to 
collaborate with reputed in-
stitutions to widen access to 
quality education and create 
better academic opportunities 
for students. The chief minis-
ter expressed confidence that 
the new institutions would 
not only provide quality high-
er education within the state 
but also help develop skilled, 

socially responsible and val-
ue-driven young citizens.   
Reaffirming the government’s 
commitment to improving 
educational infrastructure, 
Khandu said the state would 
continue to collaborate with 
reputed institutions to widen 
access to quality education. 
He emphasized that the new 
institutes would not only pro-
vide opportunities within the 
state but also reduce the need 
for students to migrate outside 
Arunachal for higher studies.

SC refuses to stay Sonam Raghuvanshi’s bail, seeks response on state’s plea

HC orders 
review, rejects 

bias
Agartala, Jul 03: The 

Tripura High Court has 
directed the state gov-
ernment to reconsider 
the promotion of a wom-
an Jailor to the post of 
Deputy Superintendent 
(Home) Jail, ruling that 
gender cannot be a val-
id ground to deny career 
advancement when the 
applicable recruitment 
rules make no distinction 
between male and female 
officers. Justice Biswajit 
Palit allowed the writ 
petition and set aside 
a May 1, 2025 commu-
nication issued by the 
Inspector General of 
Prisons rejecting the of-
ficer ’s claim for promo-
tion. The court held that 
the decision was legally 
unsustainable and direct-
ed the competent author-
ity to reassess her case 
within three months, 
provided she satisfies 
all prescribed eligibility 
criteria.
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Rahul criticizes the Central Government 
following the arson of houses in Manipur

Edn infra essential to improving 
learning outcomes CM

Imphal, July 03: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Thurs-
day lashed out at the Centre over the incidents of torching of 
several houses in two tribal villages in Manipur, saying it is the 
result of the Modi government’s “divisive ideology”.

The Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha said Manipur 
has been burning for years, and again, 20 homes have been 
reduced to ashes in the fire of hatred and violence.

“Even with two governments and President’s rule, the con-
flict is only deepening. Thousands have lost their lives, count-
less families have been shattered—the unbearable agony Ma-
nipur is enduring is hard even to imagine,” Gandhi said in a 
post in Hindi on X.

“This is the result of the Modi government’s divisive ideol-
ogy, which divides people in the name of religion, caste, lan-
guage, region, and identity. Today, not just Manipur but the 
entire country has given up hope of even two words of empa-
thy from the Prime Minister (Narendra Modi), let alone any 
action,” the former Congress chief said.

Manipur deserves better—and for that, uniting India is the 
only way forward, Gandhi asserted.

His remarks came after armed militants torched several hous-
es in at least two tribal villages in Manipur’s Kamjong district 
near the India-Myanmar border on Wednesday, officials said.

Around 10 thatched houses were set ablaze at Phaimol vil-
lage, a Kuki-Zo settlement. The village is located about 45 km 
northeast of Chassad police station near the international bor-
der, they said. Officials said villagers were not present at the 
time of the incident as they had been taking temporary shelter 
in a nearby village for over a week.

The Kuki Inpi Manipur (KIM), the apex body of the Kuki 
community in the state, strongly condemned the arson and 
claimed the attacks were carried out by outfits operating from 
across the border in Myanmar.

In a separate incident, suspected to be a retaliatory attack, 
militants also torched around eight houses in Kongkan Thana 
and adjoining areas inhabited by the Tangkhul Naga commu-
nity in the same district near the international border. Phungyar 
MLA Leishiyo Keishing said at least 12 houses belonging to 
the Tangkhul Naga community in Kongkan Thana were set 
on fire.

The flood situation in Assam has shown signs 
25,000 individuals continue to be impacted

Guwahati, July 03: The flood situation in As-
sam improved on Thursday, with the number of 
affected people dropping to over 25,000 across 
two districts, according to an official bulletin.

The daily flood bulletin issued by the Assam 
State Disaster Management Authority (ASDMA) 
said nearly 25,100 people remain affected in Dhe-
maji and Dibrugarh districts.

Dhemaji is the worst-hit district, with more than 
21,000 people affected, followed by Dibrugarh, 
where nearly 4,000 people continue to reel under 
floodwaters.

On Wednesday, more than 48,000 people across 

four districts were affected by the floods.
The flood-related death toll in the state this year 

remained unchanged at one. The ASDMA said 
four relief camps and relief distribution centres are 
being operated in the two affected districts, where 

129 displaced people are currently taking shelter.
During the past 24 hours, the authorities distrib-

uted 82.26 quintals of rice, 15.2 quintals of dal, 
4.56 quintals of salt and 294.9 litres of mustard 
oil among flood-affected people. According to 
the bulletin, 52 villages remain inundated, while 
floods have damaged crops spread over 393.44 
hectares across the state.

Floodwaters have also damaged embankments, 
roads, bridges and other infrastructure in several 
districts. The ASDMA said more than 55,000 do-
mestic animals and poultry have also been affect-
ed by the flooding across the state.

Shillong, July 03: Chief Minister 
Conrad K Sangma on Thursday in-
augurated the Meghalaya Teacher 
Training Academy and a new board-
ing facility at Pine Mount School, 
saying sustained investments in 
teacher training and educational in-
frastructure are essential to improv-
ing learning outcomes in the state.

Inaugurating the MTTA in the pres-
ence of Education Minister Lahkmen 
Rymbui, Sangma said the academy 
marked the beginning of a long-term 
effort to build a robust teacher devel-
opment ecosystem rather than merely 
adding another government institu-
tion.

“This is not merely about infrastruc-
ture; it is about creating a system that 
will strengthen the foundation of ed-
ucation in Meghalaya. This academy 
will play a crucial role in addressing 
long-standing gaps, especially in 
teacher training,” he said.

The academy has been established 
as an autonomous statutory body 
to provide continuous professional 
development for teachers through a 
decentralised ‘hub-and-spoke’ mod-
el linking it with District Institutes 
of Education and Training (DIETs) 
and Colleges of Teacher Education 
(CTEs).

The chief minister said the gov-
ernment had moved away from frag-
mented training programmes to a 
structured capacity-building frame-
work after national assessments high-
lighted gaps in learning outcomes and 
teacher development.Describing edu-
cation reform as a gradual process, 

Sangma said, “Education is like a tan-
gled thread; if you pull one knot too 
hard, others tighten. We must patient-
ly untangle each knot, step by step.”

He also highlighted the govern-
ment’s decision to rationalise and 
restructure the salaries of more than 
23,000 SSA teachers, involving an 
annual financial commitment of near-
ly Rs 800 crore.

Later, Sangma inaugurated the 
newly constructed boarding build-
ing at Pine Mount School, fulfilling 
an assurance he had given to stu-
dents during a visit to the institution 
in 2022, when they had highlighted 
leaking roofs, damaged floors and 
unsafe living conditions in the hostel.

“It gives me great satisfaction to be 
back at Pine Mount School today to 

inaugurate this new boarding build-
ing. Sometimes, a simple interaction 
can lead to meaningful change,” he 
said.The chief minister also launched 
the “She Thrives” initiative, featur-
ing sanitary pad vending machines 
to promote menstrual hygiene and 
dignity among girl students, saying 
the programme would be expanded to 
schools across the state.Addressing 
students, Sangma said the future of 
employment lay increasingly in en-
trepreneurship and private enterprise, 
noting that government jobs alone 
could not absorb the growing number 
of young job seekers.“Our focus is 
to create an ecosystem where young 
people can identify challenges, build 
solutions, and turn them into sustain-
able businesses,” he said.

Conrad K Sangma launched the Meghalaya Teacher Training Academy, the She Thrives 
initiative and a new boarding facility at Pine Mount School. He said teacher development, 

girls’ dignity and entrepreneurship must shape Meghalaya’s education reforms.

Meghalaya govt moves 
granting bail to Sonam

SC against HC order
Shillong, July 03: The 

Meghalaya government has 
moved the Supreme Court 
against the bail granted to 
Sonam Raghuvanshi, who 
is accused of murdering her 
husband during their hon-
eymoon in the northeastern 
state in 2025.

A bench of justices 
MM Sundresh and Sheel 
Nagu was told by Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta 
on Thursday that the high 
court has erred in granting 
bail to the prime accused in 
the case and sought urgent 
listing of the plea.

Mehta submitted that bail 
was granted as the grounds 
of arrest were not fully sup-
plied to her at the time of 
arrest.

“The concerned non-sup-
ply of documents relates 
to a provision that was 
wrongly cited due to a ty-
pographical error,” he said, 
while emphasising that 
there was a chance of the 
accused absconding.

The bench agreed to list 
the matter for hearing on 
Friday.

Sonam, a resident of In-
dore in Madhya Pradesh, 
was arrested in June last 
year in connection with the 
murder of her businessman 
husband Raja Raghuvan-
shi.

The couple had gone 
missing while vacationing 
in Meghalaya’s Sohra area 
on May 23 last year. Sub-
sequently, Raja’s body was 
found in a deep gorge on 
June 2 in 2025.

Police have alleged that 
Sonam conspired with 
hired assailants to kill her 
husband for financial gains.

On June 29, the Megha-

laya High Court had upheld 
a trial court order granting 
bail to Sonam.

The high court had dis-
missed the criminal pe-
tition filed by the state 
government, seeking can-
cellation of the bail granted 
by the trial court on April 
27.

It held that the manner in 
which the grounds of arrest 
were prepared reflected a 
“total non-application of 
judicious mind”.

“It is evident that such 
preparation was made 
without any application 
of mind… and nowhere is 

found any specific allega-
tion or information as to 
what are the actual charges 
against her,” the high court 
had observed.

“If this is the manner in 
which the intimation of the 
grounds of arrest is made, 
the same reflects a total 
non-application of judi-
cious mind on the part of 
the arresting agency,” it 
had observed.

The high court had dis-
missed the state’s petition, 
holding that there were no 
grounds to exercise its in-
herent powers to cancel the 
bail.

Banned cough syrup worth Rs 2.5 crore 
seized over 39,000 bottles recovered

Shillong, July 03: In a major crack-
down on drug trafficking, the Special 
Branch of Tripura Police, in coordi-
nation with the Government Railway 
Police (GRP), seized a massive con-
signment of suspected banned cough 
syrup worth over Rs 2.5 crore from 
the parcel van of the Deoghar Ex-
press at Agartala Railway Station 
late Thursday night, July 2.Acting 
on specific intelligence inputs, offi-
cials carried out a thorough search of 
the parcel van and recovered 39,345 
bottles of suspected Eskuf and 
Fairdyl cough syrup. The consign-
ment had been cleverly concealed 
inside 81 sealed metal drums, indi-
cating a deliberate attempt to evade 
detection by law enforcement agen-
cies. The operation was jointly con-
ducted by the Government Railway 
Police (GRP), the Anti-Narcotics 
Task Force (ANTF), and the Special 

Branch of Tripura Police.
Speaking to reporters, Inspector 

General (Special Branch) Krishnen-
du Chakravertty said the seizure was 
part of the state’s sustained cam-
paign against narcotics trafficking.

“Earlier, we had intercepted anoth-
er consignment at Jirania Railway 
Station in West Tripura district. This 
is not a new phenomenon. Small 
consignments are also being smug-
gled through the railway network, 

and we have detained people and 
seized such consignments. We re-
main committed to building a Nasha 
Mukti Tripura. Wherever we re-
ceive information, we act promptly 
and are leaving no stone unturned,” 
Chakravertty said.Police have initi-
ated legal proceedings and launched 
an investigation to identify those 
involved in transporting and dis-
tributing the suspected contraband. 
Authorities are also probing the or-
igin and intended destination of the 
seized consignment.

In a major crackdown on drug traf-
ficking, the Special Branch of Tripura 
Police, in coordination with the Gov-
ernment Railway Police (GRP), seized 
a massive consignment of suspected 
banned cough syrup worth over Rs 
2.5 crore from the parcel van of the 
Deoghar Express at Agartala Railway 
Station late Thursday night, July 2.

BJP trying to use SIR to 
remain in indefinitely
Shillong, July 03: Veteran CPI (M) leader 

and former Tripura Chief Minister Manik 
Sarkar on Thursday alleged that the BJP 
was trying to prepare electoral rolls of its 
choice by using Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of the voters list to remain in power 
indefinitely.

Addressing a programme at Chailengta 
in Dhalai district, he alleged that the BJP’s 
prime target is to disenfranchise Muslims, 
labourers and poor by using SIR.

“This has been proven in Bihar, West 
Bengal and Assam too. They want to delete 
those valid voters whom they doubt will 
vote against the saffron party. Their prime 
target is to disenfranchise Muslim, labour-
ers and poor by using SIR as a tool,” he 
said.

Claiming that the BJP wants to install 
fascist rule in the country, the former chief 
minister said they want to seize the voting 
rights of the people who are on their doubt-
ful list.“In Tripura too, they are hatching a 

conspiracy to disenfranchise valid electors 
who are on their doubtful list. If voting 
rights are seized, democracy will fall in the 
country, which is what the BJP is planning,” 
he said.Sarkar also claimed the BJP would 
have faced defeat in Tripura in the 2023 As-
sembly elections had the Tipra Motha Party 
(TMP) not secretly supported the saffron 
party.“The people, frustrated by the saffron 
party’s misrule, were determined to vote in 
the 2023 Assembly election, but it was not 
possible because of Tipra Motha’s clandes-
tine understanding with the BJP,” he said.

The CPI(M) politburo member also lashed 
out at the RSS and VHP for trying to engi-
neer division between Hindus and Muslims 
after the BJP came to power in the border-
ing state in 2018.Sarkar called upon the 
people to take the path of protest and agita-
tion to resist the BJP from taking anti-peo-
ple policies, as the state has been struggling 
on various fronts from job to law and order 
and corruption.

Arunachal’s 
April Blossom 

Foundation
 Best School 

Itanagar, July 03: April 
Blossom Foundation, a school 
for children with special needs 
located at Lekhi Village in Na-
harlagun, Arunachal Pradesh, 
has been honoured with the 
Best School Award at the SA 
Indian School Awards. The 
award was presented by re-
nowned Indian boxer Mary 
Kom in recognition of the 
institution’s outstanding con-
tribution to special education.

For the past five years, the 
foundation has been providing 
free education and a range of 
therapeutic interventions for 
children with special needs, 
helping them develop essen-
tial life skills and achieve their 
full potential. Through its 
dedicated early intervention 
programmes, many children 
with autism have shown sig-
nificant progress, with several 
successfully transitioning into 
mainstream schools after re-
ceiving therapy and support at 
the foundation.Committed to 
inclusive education and com-
munity service, April Blossom 
Foundation continues to make 
a meaningful impact by offer-
ing quality education, therapy 
and care to children with spe-
cial needs and their families at 
no cost.

Manipur CM Khemchand Singh 
Inaugurates Bio-Fertilizer Unit
Shillong, July 03: Speaking on the occa-

sion, the Chief Minister said the initiative 
would strengthen organic farming, promote 
the use of bio-fertilizers, and empower 
farmers through sustainable agricultural 
practices. He said the project would also en-
courage innovation in the agriculture sector, 
facilitate technology transfer to local micro, 
small and medium enterprises (MSMEs), 
conserve indigenous bio-resources, and 
create new skill and employment opportu-
nities for the youth of Manipur.Khemchand 
Singh said the initiative aligns with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of Viksit 
Bharat 2047, aimed at building a self-reliant 
and prosperous India through sustainable 
development and agricultural innovation.
Later in the day, the Chief Minister attend-
ed the State-Level Launch of the Viksit 
Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika 

Mission (VB-GRAM G) at Salam Tharoi-
jam Eco Tourism Park. The programme 
was virtually launched by Union Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan. Highlighting the 
significance of the mission, the Chief Min-
ister said the flagship initiative guarantees 
125 days of wage employment to every 
eligible rural worker, strengthening rural 
livelihoods and accelerating inclusive de-
velopment across the state. Hall, New Civil 
Secretariat, Mantripukhri, with senior offi-
cials. The meeting reviewed the functioning 
of the National Health Mission (NHM), the 
Directorate of Medical Education, Fami-
ly Welfare, AYUSH, and Health Services. 
Discussions focused on the 2026–27 work 
plan, addressing infrastructure and special-
ist shortages, while reaffirming the gov-
ernment’s commitment to strengthening 
healthcare delivery across Manipur.

Rahul Gandhi blames 
Centre fresh Manipur

Guwahati, July 03: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on July 
2 criticised the Centre over the torching of houses in two tribal 
villages in Manipur’s Kamjong district, alleging that the vio-
lence reflects the Modi government’s “divisive ideology”.The 
Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha said the northeastern 
state has remained trapped in violence for years and that the lat-
est attacks showed the situation continued to deteriorate despite 
President’s Rule. Targeting the Centre, Gandhi alleged that the 
unrest was “the result of the Modi government’s divisive ideolo-
gy”, accusing it of dividing people on the basis of religion, caste, 
language, region and identity. He also claimed that people across 
the country had “given up hope of even two words of empathy 
from the Prime Minister”, adding that “Manipur deserves better” 
and that uniting the country was the only way forward.
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Hem Chandra Dev Goswami College commemorates 
its 61st founding anniversary

Demow, Jul 03:  On Wednesday, 
Hem Chandra Dev Goswami (HCDG) 
College, Nitaipukhuri, commemorat-
ed its 61st anniversary of founding 
with a sense of unity, dignity, and 

excitement. Dr. Gitamoni Handique 
Gogoi, the IQAC Coordinator, and 
Dr. Birinchi Kumar Borah, the col-
lege principal, planted two saplings 
on the campus to start the festivities.

Priyanka Dutta, a fifth-semester BA 
student, inaugurated an open ses-
sion in the college auditorium with a 
Borgeet. Bipin Dutta, President of the 
Governing Body, presided over the 
meeting. Deka Satradhikar, Auniati 
Satra, and Debananda Deva Goswami 
were the session’s main guests, while 
Dr. Jyoti Prasad Saikia, vice-chancel-
lor of Jagannath Borooah University 
in Jorhat, opened it.

In his inauguration address, Dr. Jyo-
ti Prasad Saikia urged the students to 
embrace the concepts of “acceptabil-
ity” and “adaptability” to their sur-
roundings in order to live richer lives. 
Debananda Deva Goswami, the chief 
guest, shared his insightful thoughts 
on the significance of value educa-
tion and the elements of the teach-
ing-learning process.On the occasion, 
the college also launched a number of 
publications.

In the Kurung Kumey district, BRO 
completes a crucial Bailey bridge

Itanagar, Jul 03:  In the Kurung Kumey district of Arunachal Pradesh, the Border Roads 
Organization (BRO) finished building a 180-foot Bailey bridge, which restored vital com-
munication to advanced border communities. Despite intense monsoon rains, flash flood 
hazards, and challenging mountainous terrain, BRO employees working under Project 
Arunank built the bridge. Team 85 Road Construction Company and the 756 Task Force 
carried out the job.According to officials, the bridge will improve infrastructure along the 
Line of Actual Control, strengthen troop and equipment movement, and improve communi-
cation to outlying settlements. They stated that the project complements the Aatma Nirbhar 
Bharat mission by guaranteeing all-weather connectivity to India’s border regions.

Suspects 
connected to 

Pak handlers are 
detained by 

Rajasthan ATS, 
which also raids 

their homes
New Delhi, Jul 03: The 

Rajasthan Police Anti-Terror-
ism Squad (ATS) on Friday 
detained around 30 suspects 
for questioning as it conduct-
ed raids in Jaipur, Ajmer, 
Churu, Dungarpur, Barmer, 
and over a dozen other cit-
ies at the premises of those 
allegedly linked to Pakistani 
spy agency Inter-Services 
Intelligence handler Shahzad 
Bhatti via social media.The 
raids occurred the day after 
the Delhi Police claimed to 
have arrested Punjabi citizens 
Shubdeep Singh, 23, Gurjant 
Singh, 22, Sajan Singh, 28, 
and Gaganpreet, 24, as part of 
an alleged interstate terror and 
armament network operating 
at Bhatti’s request. One of 
the four allegedly carried out 
reconnaissance of police fa-
cilities and sites of worship in 
the city, according to the Delhi 
Police. They also stated that in 
order to avoid detection, the 
module was recruited to carry 
out a terror attack in Delhi and 
its surrounding areas and used 
international phone numbers 
to speak with their superiors.
According to the Rajasthan 
ATS, Bhatti utilizes social 
media to entice youth with 
money, online games, and the 
glitz of terrorists and gang-
sters. Investigators assume he 
then expands his network and 
wants images and other mate-
rial relating to critical places. 
Police superintendent (ATS) 
Manish Tripathi said the 
agency received intelligence 
about suspects in Rajasthan 
linked to Bhatti’s social media 
accounts. “After verifying the 
inputs, we started the oper-
ation on Thursday,” he said.
Tripathi said the ATS prepared 
a list of those connected to 
Bhatti via social media before 
acting. He added that investi-
gators are examining whether 
the suspects’ links were limit-
ed to social media or extended 
beyond online interactions. 
“If a person’s connection was 
found to be limited to social 
media, their electronic devices 
were returned after question-
ing.” According to Tripathi, 
several people’s roles have 
come under suspicion. 

Their bank accounts, crimi-
nal histories, and backgrounds 
are being checked. If more 
questions are needed, they 
will be asked,” he stated. He 
stated that the operation is 
likely to end by Friday eve-
ning. As part of the inquiry, 
the ATS was looking at the 
suspects’ cell phones and so-
cial media profiles.According 
to the ATS, Babita alias Khad-
ija, a suspected Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed agent, was detained 
in Jaipur on June 22 in ac-
cordance with the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act. 
She allegedly married a Jaish 
commander online and was 
preparing to escape to Paki-
stan, according to investiga-
tors.

The government of Jammu and Kashmir issues a 
strict advisory as the Amarnath Yatra gets underway
New Delhi, Jul 03: The first group 

of pilgrims for the Amarnath Ya-
tra 2026 departed at the same time 
from the base camps in Baltal and 
Nunwan, Jammu & Kashmir, for the 
sacred cave shrine on Friday.Deputy 
Commissioner Jatin Kishore flagged 
off the first group from the Baltal-Do-
mail base camp in Ganderbal. DIG 
Maqsood-ul-Zaman, SSP Ganderbal 
Sudhanshu Dhama, and other senior 
civil, police, and security officers 
joined him.To ensure a safe and easy 
pilgrimage, officials said that all nec-
essary preparations have been made 
along both the Pahalgam and Baltal 
routes, including security, medical 
assistance, RFID verification, and lo-
gistics. As they started their journey 
to the 3,880-meter-high subterranean 
temple, devotees showed excitement.
Authorities in Jammu and Kashmir 

released a new advisory at the begin-
ning of the yatra, stating unequivo-
cally that pilgrims should not enter 
the Union Territory without first reg-
istering.According to the advise, the 
daily cap on pilgrims permitted on the 
Yatra route has been set in compli-
ance with Supreme Court directives. 
To guarantee pilgrims’ safety and 
the pilgrimage’s seamless operation, 
adherence to this daily restriction is 
essential.Authorities stated that ad-
vance registration facilities had been 
available well before the opening 
of the yatra through bank branches 
across the country and internet plat-
forms, and that most pilgrims had 
already completed the process. As a 
result, slots for Tatkal (on-the-spot) 
registration are extremely limited. 
The administration said all pilgrims 
should travel to Jammu and Kashmir 

only after completing advance reg-
istration.The advisory also pointed 
out that thousands of pilgrims con-
tinue to arrive without registration 
every day, making it impossible to 
accommodate such large numbers 
under the Tatkal facility. Unregis-
tered pilgrims have been requested to 
wait for their turn and undertake the 
yatra only on the date allotted by the 
administration. Authorities further 
reported some registered pilgrims 
were coming ahead of their sched-
uled trip date. No pilgrim, the advise 
said, will be permitted to undertake 
the yatra before the day mentioned in 
their registration, and devotees have 
been asked to travel only on their 
designated date.Pilgrims who have 
already visited Jammu and Kashmir 
without registration have once again 
been advised to wait for their turn. 

The administration, however, prom-
ised them that every pilgrim would 
receive an opportunity to perform 
the yatra in accordance with the pre-
scribed protocol and available capac-
ity. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
meanwhile, wished pilgrims partici-
pating in the yearly Amarnath Yatra a 
safe and fortunate journey on Friday.
The Prime Minister also released an 
open letter at the beginning of the 
trip, inviting followers to accept five 
resolutions centered on nation-build-
ing, cleanliness, safety, environmen-
tal protection, and support for local 
livelihoods.PM Modi called the 
Amarnath Yatra an enduring repre-
sentation of India’s spiritual heritage 
and cultural cohesion in a post on X. 
The Amarnath Yatra, associated with 
Baba Barfani, is a significant part of 
spiritual tradition and cultural unity. 

SC stops the Delhi power 
discoms’ CAG audit

New Delhi, Jul 03: The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)-led audit of Delhi’s three 
private power distribution companies was halted on Friday by the Supreme Court, which also 
ordered the status quo to be maintained. The court noted that the legality of the Delhi Electricity 
Regulatory Commission’s (DERC) decision to appoint the national auditor raises a debatable issue 
that needs to be investigated.The Rekha Gupta-led Delhi government, which had made the CAG 
audit a crucial component of its attempt to examine the capital’s private discoms’ finances before 
permitting the recovery of more than ₹38,500 crore in regulatory assets from customers, is disap-
pointed by the stay ruling. The interim order was issued by a bench of justices KV Viswanathan 
and Shree Chandrashekhar during the hearing of DERC’s appeal against an April decision of the 
Appellate Tribunal for Electricity (APTEL), which held that giving the audit to the CAG was 
against the law and instructed the regulator to designate an independent chartered accountant to 
conduct a rigorous audit.The bench noted, “The current civil appeal directly addresses the ques-
tion of whether the DERC’s action in starting the distribution companies’ audit process by CAG 
is legally permissible.” Issuing notice on DERC’s appeal, the court delayed both the APTEL’s 
decision hiring a chartered accountant and the latest CAG audit ordered by the Delhi govern-
ment earlier this month.”The APTEL directive on the appointment of any chartered accountant 
for audit would be suspended until further directives. The CAG shall also not proceed with audit 
in the meantime,” it directed.The same bench that delivered the August 6, 2025 ruling settling 
the framework for the phased liquidation of Delhi’s regulatory assets until 2031 and directing a 
“strict and intensive audit” into the circumstances leading to their accumulation was also ordered 
by the court to maintain the status quo until the matter is heard on July 15. The dispute involves 
regulatory assets of approximately ₹38,552 crore from Delhi’s distribution companies due to 
stagnant electricity tariffs amid rising costs. Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, representing DERC, 
stated that audit approval from the Lieutenant Governor was crucial to prevent consumer burdens 
without understanding how these liabilities arose. The court challenged the relationship between 
liquidation of assets and the CAG’s auditor appointment legality. Senior advocates for the discoms 
asserted that audit and recovery issues were separate and referenced a Supreme Court judgment 
affirming a roadmap for asset liquidation until 2031. The bench mandated further hearings under 
the Chief Justice’s oversight, amid ongoing scrutiny of the asset recovery process after APTEL 
rejected DERC’s CAG appointment.

A toddler in Pune perishes after falling 
into a sewage pit filled with rainwater
New Delhi, Jul 03: Ac-

cording to authorities, a 
two-year-old boy died after 
falling into a sewage pit 
outside his Pune home that 
was filled with rainwater.

At approximately 10:30 
on Thursday morning, the 
boy, Soham Lakhan Kasbe, 
was playing in front of his 
home when he fell into an 
unsecured hole.Four holes 
that were dug for rainwater 
and sewage drainage have 
allegedly been left uncov-
ered without any safety 
precautions.

The Loni Kalbhor police 
in Pune have filed a com-
plaint against an unnamed 
contractor. 

The event occurred a 
few days after 11-year-

old Vihaan Srivastava was 
killed when a tree fell on 
his school bus in Chembur, 
Mumbai. 

Four of the pupils who 
were rescued had minor 
injuries, while one boy had 
serious injuries. Residents’ 
complaints about the fra-
gility of that particular tree 
were allegedly consistently 
ignored by local adminis-
trative agencies, according 
to Mayor Ritu Tawde. 

The neighborhood’s dan-
gerous, top-heavy trees 
have been the subject of 
several complaints to the 
Brihanmumbai Municipal 
Corporation (BMC), ac-
cording to locals who have 
made grave accusations of 
civic incompetence. 

This week, the local coun-
cil suspended four officials 
and ordered a high-level in-
vestigation after a 55-year-
old man in Munabi died 
after slipping into an open 
manhole in the midst of 
heavy rain.

The man, named as 
Shaikh, was seen on CCTV 
speaking on his cell phone 
before passing a parked 
tempo and vanishing into 
the exposed manhole. 

The cover had been brief-
ly removed by three con-
tractual workers carrying 
out maintenance work. In 
an attempt to save him, the 
workers lowered a ladder 
down the manhole, but they 
were only able to retrieve 
his slippers and umbrella.

India’s Dual Crisis of Catastrophic 
Rainfall and Monsoon Deficit

New Delhi, Jul 03:  India 
is currently dealing with a 
severe meteorological par-
adox: localized cloudbursts 
that have caused cata-
strophic floods, along with 
a significant slowdown in 
the monsoon’s progress 
that has resulted in broad 
drought-like conditions. 
Although the nation’s to-
tal monsoon measures 
show a 38% deficit, many 
isolated areas have seen 
rainfall over average, se-
verely straining life and in-
frastructure. Data obtained 
from June 1 to July 1, 
2026, provides an ominous 
picture of agricultural and 
hydrological stress. A sta-
tus of “Deficit” or “Large 
Deficit” has been report-
ed over almost 79% of the 
nation’s geographical area, 
which includes 29 states.
The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) reports 
that the country received 

only 108.1 mm of rainfall 
overall, which is 37.5% 
less than the historical nor-
mal average of 172.9 mm 
for this particular month.A 
staggering 72% (535 dis-
tricts) of the 741 districts 
under IMD supervision 
fall into the deficit or large 
deficit categories. On the 
other hand, just 201 dis-
tricts (or 27%) were able to 
reach the normal or excess/
large excess requirements.

Sonam Raghuvanshi’s Bail Relief Will Continue 
Following Supreme Court Confusion

New Delhi, Jul 03: Sonam 
Raghuvanshi, who is accused 
of killing her husband Raja 
Raghuvanshi during their 
honeymoon last year, was 
granted bail by the Megha-
laya High Court. On Friday, 
the Supreme Court declined 
to stay this decision.

The state administration 
challenged the Shillong 
court’s April judgment giv-
ing Sonam bail after the high 
court affirmed it on June 
29.The Supreme Court ex-
pressed reservations over the 
high court order but refused 
to suspend it, noting Sonam 
had already been released 
from jail. A bench of justices 
MM Sundresh and Sheel 
Nagu said it will first observe 
the progress of the trial. So-
nam received a notice from 
it as well. During the court, 
Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, representing for the 

Meghalaya government, also 
highlighted the Pune fort 
murder case, where a man, 
Ketan Agarwal, was alleged-
ly killed by his fiancee, Siya 
Goyal, and her lover, Chetan 
Chaudhary.According to 
him, Sonam cannot be freed 
on technical grounds be-
cause the accusations against 
her are grave.In June of last 
year, Sonam Raghuvanshi 
was taken into custody in 
relation to the murder of 
her businessman husband, 
Raja Raghuvanshi.Sonam 
and Raja, who are both from 
Indore, Madhya Pradesh, 
were married on May 11 of 
last year. On May 20, they 
took a honeymoon in Sohra, 
Meghalaya. Three days 
later, the couple vanished, 
and on June 2, the body of 
29-year-old Raja was dis-
covered. On June 9, Sonam, 
25, was taken into custody 

in Ghazipur, Uttar Pradesh. 
Raj Singh Kushwaha, her 
lover, was subsequently tak-
en into custody.On April 27, 
a trial judge granted her bail 
after she had been detained 
at Shillong District Jail for 
around ten months. The court 
noticed that the investigative 
agency failed to properly 
disclose the circumstances 
of her arrest. It noticed that 

all arrest-related documents, 
including the arrest memo, 
justification checklist, in-
spection memo and case di-
ary extract, wrongly stated 
Section 403(1) of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita instead of 
Section 103(1), which deals 
with the charge of murder. 
Since none of the paperwork 
told her that she was being 
detained for murder, the court 

determined that the recurring 
inaccuracy could not be dis-
missed as a simple clerical 
error. It further noted that she 
had not been informed of the 
precise details of the alleged 
offense at the time of her ar-
rest. The Meghalaya govern-
ment appealed a trial court’s 
order in high court, claiming 
a purely typographical error 
that did not prejudice the 
accused. The high court dis-
missed the appeal, noting the 
recurring error in multiple 
official documents and crit-
icizing the arrest records for 
lacking detailed allegations 
against the accused. Justice 
W Diengdoh remarked on the 
failure of the arresting agen-
cy to apply judicial reason-
ing. The Meghalaya govern-
ment subsequently escalated 
the matter to the Supreme 
Court, with hearings set to 
resume on July 9.

The PM will open the Pachpadra Refinery, which 
is expected to boost Rajasthan’s economy

New Delhi, Jul 03: The magnificent structure of pipes and 
some industrial equipment can be seen on the right side of the 
road as you travel from Jodhpur to Pachpadara, the nearby 
Sambhara village. On the opposite side of the road are a large 
school building, an under-construction hospital, hotels, restau-
rants, a gate welcoming you to Sambhara Village, and a board 
stating that the village’s road was built by the refinery. Soon 
after, as you begin to stroll along the village’s road, you come 
across another sign stating that the refinery is helping to build 
a school and a hospital. All of this illustrates the wealth this 
refinery has given to the area. Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
will visit Pachpadra on July 4th to officially open the HRRL 
refinery.The region’s residents will benefit from new opportu-
nities and a higher quality of life as a result of this important 
step towards India’s energy independence.The opening of the 
HPCL refinery in Pachpadra is scheduled. With an annual pro-
duction capacity of 9 million metric tonnes, it is India’s first 
grassroots integrated refinery-cum-petrochemical complex. 
It will handle 7.5 million tonnes of imported oil and 1.5 mil-
lion tonnes of crude oil from Rajasthan’s Mangala terminal. 
In addition this refinery can also produce other materials like 
Bitumen, Naphtha etc. This project will reduce India’s depen-
dence on other countries and strengthen its capacity to export 
petroleum products.A 487-kilometer-long pipeline directly 
connects the refinery to Mundra Port, allowing crude oil from 
Russia and Gulf countries to be refined here efficiently. The 
refinery is expected to generate an annual revenue of around 
Rs 5,000 crore for the Rajasthan government, while also im-
proving the lives of local residents.Preparations are underway 
for Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit. The refinery is be-
ing projected as a key step towards making India self-reliant, 
while also reinforcing the political message of development. 

The development is evident as one approaches the refinery. 
A hospital is being erected, schools have been constructed, 
and roads in neighboring communities have been upgraded. 
A township has been established for officials and engineers, 
and water pipelines have been installed.Balotra and Pachpadra 
are not the only places where this development is occurring. 
In quest of work prospects, people from neighboring areas are 
also coming here. The refinery has dramatically transformed 
the local community, providing stable employment and im-
proved living conditions. Dharmendra, a security guard, ap-
preciates the timely salary and better facilities. Rana, who now 
works in water supply, highlights his increased income of Rs 
18,000 per month, a significant improvement from his previ-
ous job in salt mines. Access to clean drinking water and em-
ployment opportunities for women have also enhanced village 
life. Raveena and her sister, who moved for jobs after family 
loss, now enjoy financial independence. Overall, the refinery 
has created new job avenues and bolstered local businesses, 
addressing historical issues of low-paying employment and 
water scarcity in the region.
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When Warning Signs Were Missed: The Southport
 Case and Britain’s Safeguarding Crisis

The push by Union En-
vironment Minister Bhu-
pender Yadav to shift In-
dia’s mobility sector from 
a traditional “take-make-
dispose” model towards a 
circular economy rooted in 
reuse, recycling and sus-
tainable resource manage-
ment represents a major 
policy transformation in 
the country’s environmen-
tal governance. The ini-
tiative aligns closely with 
India’s broader climate 
commitments and sustain-
ability goals, particular-
ly in the transport sector, 
where end-of-life vehicles 
(ELVs) are emerging as a 
significant environmental, 
regulatory and logistical 
challenge. However, while 
the policy vision is ambi-
tious, its success will ulti-
mately depend on whether 
India can build a transpar-
ent, scalable and econom-
ically viable formal recy-
cling ecosystem capable of 
managing large-scale vehi-
cle recovery.

At present, the formal 
infrastructure for vehi-
cle scrappage in India re-
mains limited and under-
developed. The country 
currently has around 134 
Registered Vehicle Scrap-
ping Facilities (RVSFs), 
with a combined estimated 
annual capacity to disman-
tle and recycle between 
10,000 and 15,000 end-of-
life vehicles. In contrast, 
actual utilisation of these 
facilities remains far be-
low potential, with fewer 
than 5 lakh vehicles hav-
ing been scrapped through 
formal channels so far. 
This is occurring against 
the backdrop of projections 
suggesting that India could 
generate nearly 50 million 

ELVs by 2030, revealing 
a widening gap between 
policy expectations and 
institutional readiness. The 
mismatch underscores a 
structural weakness in the 
current system, where in-
frastructure expansion has 
not kept pace with the scale 
of anticipated demand.

A key challenge behind 
the slow growth of the 
scrappage ecosystem lies 
in the lack of clarity over 
what constitutes an end-
of-life vehicle and how 
scrappage decisions should 
be determined. The ongo-
ing policy debate between 
age-based vehicle lifespan 
norms and fitness-based as-
sessment frameworks con-
tinues to shape regulatory 
uncertainty. Many private 
and commercial vehicle 
owners argue that imposing 
an age-based scrappage re-
quirement is unjustified if a 
vehicle remains roadwor-
thy, meets safety standards, 
and complies with emis-
sion norms. This resistance 
has influenced both central 
and state-level policy dis-
cussions, contributing to 
hesitation among private 
investors who might other-
wise consider entering the 
RVSF sector at scale.

In order to improve par-
ticipation and make formal 
scrappage more attrac-
tive, policymakers have 
proposed a series of in-
centive-based measures. 
One of the key proposals 
involves linking enhanced 
motor vehicle tax conces-
sions for new vehicle pur-
chases to a Certificate of 
Deposit issued by RVSFs, 
which confirms the lawful 
scrapping of an old vehi-
cle. Such a mechanism is 
intended to encourage vol-

untary scrapping behaviour 
among vehicle owners 
while simultaneously 
strengthening the formal 
recycling ecosystem. How-
ever, implementing such 
incentives would require 
extensive consultation with 
stakeholders, including 
vehicle owners, industry 
representatives and state 
governments, in order to 
develop a broadly accepted 
and operational definition 
of ELVs.

At the same time, con-
cerns have been raised 
by state governments re-
garding the potential loss 
of revenue from motor 
vehicle taxes if scrap-
page-linked concessions 
are expanded. Since motor 
vehicle taxation constitutes 
a significant source of state 
revenue, any reduction in 
collections could create fis-
cal pressure. 

To address this, it has 
been suggested that the 
central government may 
need to share the finan-
cial burden or compensate 
states for revenue losses 
arising from scrappage 
incentives. Without such 
fiscal coordination, im-
plementation of a uniform 
national scrappage frame-
work could remain uneven, 
weakening its effectiveness 
across different states.

Another critical gap in 
the current system is the 
need for a robust and stan-
dardised vehicle fitness 
testing infrastructure. A 
transparent and scientif-
ically reliable fitness as-
sessment mechanism is 
essential to ensure that 
scrappage decisions are 
based on objective crite-
ria rather than arbitrary 
enforcement or adminis-

trative discretion. Such a 
system would not only im-
prove regulatory credibili-
ty but also help build trust 
among vehicle owners, 
who need assurance that 
decisions regarding scrap-
ping are fair, consistent and 
technically justified.

The slow expansion of 
RVSFs has also contribut-
ed to unintended environ-
mental consequences. In 
the absence of adequate 
formal facilities, a large 
proportion of end-of-life 
vehicles continue to be dis-
mantled in informal scrap-
ping units. These informal 
operations typically lack 
environmental safeguards 
and scientific processing 
methods, leading to the re-
lease of hazardous fluids, 
non-biodegradable petro-
leum compounds and oth-
er toxic substances. These 
pollutants can contaminate 
soil and groundwater, cre-
ating long-term ecological 
and public health risks. 
This undermines the very 
objective of the circular 
economy transition, which 
aims to reduce environ-
mental harm through reg-
ulated recycling and re-
source recovery.

A recent report by NITI 
Aayog titled “Enhancing 
Circular Economy in End-
of-Life Vehicles (ELVs), 
Waste Tyres and E-waste 
and Lithium-ion Batteries 
in India” highlights that 
consumer decisions regard-
ing scrappage are heavi-
ly influenced by financial 
considerations. Informal 
scrappers often offer higher 
immediate payments com-
pared to formal RVSFs, 
making them more attrac-
tive in the short term. How-
ever, scrapping vehicles 

through informal channels 
does not generate a Cer-
tificate of Deposit, which 
is required for deregistra-
tion on the VAHAN portal 
and for availing tax con-
cessions on new vehicle 
purchases. This creates a 
structural disadvantage for 
informal scrapping despite 
its short-term financial ap-
peal, while simultaneously 
limiting compliance with 
formal regulatory systems.

The report further iden-
tifies a critical structural 
weakness in the ecosys-
tem: low utilisation rates of 
RVSFs. While the formal 
scrappage model is con-
sidered financially viable 
at full operational capacity, 
current utilisation levels 
are estimated to be below 
20 percent. This underper-
formance significantly un-
dermines the commercial 
viability of these facilities 
and discourages further 
private investment in the 
sector. As a result, the ex-
pansion of formal scrap-
ping infrastructure remains 
slow, even as demand is 
expected to rise sharply in 
the coming years.

To address these chal-
lenges, NITI Aayog has 
recommended a set of tar-
geted interventions. These 
include improved dissem-
ination of information re-
garding scrappage policies, 
clearer definition of insti-
tutional roles within the 
ELV ecosystem, and stron-
ger integration between 
regulatory authorities and 
scrapping facilities. The 
report also suggests that 
state governments consid-
er incentives to facilitate 
the transition of informal 
dismantling units into the 
formal sector. These may 

include waiving past envi-
ronmental penalties and es-
tablishing government-run 
or public sector scrapping 
facilities in regions where 
private investment is not 
commercially viable. Such 
measures could help bridge 
infrastructure gaps and im-
prove geographic coverage 
of RVSFs.

If implemented effec-
tively, these reforms could 
significantly expand In-
dia’s formal vehicle scrap-
page capacity and improve 
compliance levels across 
the system. However, ex-
perts emphasise that reg-
ulatory reform alone will 
not be sufficient. Making 
the framework more ve-
hicle-owner friendly is 
equally important to en-
sure long-term behavioural 
change. 

Without simplified pro-
cedures, predictable incen-
tives, transparent systems 
and adequate financial 
benefits, voluntary partici-
pation in formal scrappage 
is likely to remain limited.

Ultimately, India’s tran-
sition towards a circular 
vehicle economy will re-
quire coordinated and sus-
tained action across multi-
ple levels of governance, 
including the central and 
state governments, reg-
ulatory bodies, industry 
stakeholders and consum-
ers. While the policy di-
rection is clearly aligned 
with sustainability objec-
tives, the success of the 
framework will depend on 
addressing implementation 
bottlenecks, expanding in-
frastructure capacity, and 
ensuring that formal recy-
cling systems are both ac-
cessible and economically 
viable at scale.

Building a Circular Economy: Challenges 
in India’s Vehicle Recycling System

 It is two years this month since 
Axel Rudakubana entered a Tay-
lor Swift-themed dance class 
in Southport and carried out a 
mass stabbing that killed three 
children—Alice da Silva Aguiar, 
Bebe King, and Elsie Dot Stan-
combe—and injured ten others. 
The attack has since become a 
defining moment in Britain’s on-
going debate over safeguarding 
failures, institutional coordina-
tion, and the limits of preventive 
policing. In response, the govern-
ment has pledged to implement 
all 67 recommendations of the 
public inquiry into the incident, 
signalling an unusually strong 
commitment to systemic reform 
and accountability.

At the centre of the inquiry’s 
findings is a stark conclusion 
delivered by its chair, Sir Adri-
an Fulford: no single institution 
took ownership of the risk posed 
by Rudakubana. Despite multiple 
warning signs over time—includ-
ing repeated expressions of inter-
est in violence and an incident in 
which he was found carrying a 
knife on a bus in 2022—authori-
ties failed to intervene decisively. 
Instead of arresting him or initi-
ating coordinated safeguarding 
action, police at the time sent him 
home. For Sir Adrian, this mo-
ment encapsulated not a single 
lapse, but a broader systemic fail-
ure in which responsibility was 
diffused across institutions.

The inquiry highlights that 
Rudakubana’s trajectory was 
marked by repeated interac-
tions with different parts of the 
public system—police, educa-
tion authorities, and safeguard-
ing services—yet none of these 
agencies were able to assemble 
a full picture of cumulative risk. 
Each institution held fragments 
of information, but there was 
no mechanism strong enough to 
combine them into a coherent 
threat assessment. This fragmen-
tation allowed warning signs to 
remain isolated, preventing esca-

lation or meaningful intervention.
Sir Adrian and Home Secretary 

Shabana Mahmood have both em-
phasised that the objective of the 
reform agenda is to ensure that 
future cases involving similar 
behavioural patterns do not fall 
through institutional gaps. The 
emphasis is not simply on better 
policing, but on a redesigned sys-
tem of information flow between 
agencies. The guiding principle 
of the reform is that risk must be 
collectively owned, rather than 
dispersed across disconnected in-
stitutions that assume others will 
act.

However, the inquiry makes 
clear that closing these gaps is 
far from straightforward. One of 
the most complex challenges lies 
in reforming information-shar-
ing protocols between agencies, 
particularly when sensitive data 
such as health records or educa-
tional safeguarding concerns are 
involved. 

Legal restrictions, ethical con-
siderations, and privacy concerns 
create barriers that make seam-
less data integration difficult. 
Even where the willingness to 
share information exists, techni-
cal limitations—such as outdated 
IT systems—further hinder coor-
dination.

The report also identifies struc-
tural weaknesses in how police 
forces and other agencies com-
municate across regions. Data 
does not flow smoothly even 
within the same sector, let alone 
between different public ser-
vices. This lack of interopera-
bility means that risk indicators 
can remain siloed within individ-
ual systems, never reaching the 
threshold where they can trigger 
coordinated action. In practice, 
this creates blind spots that can 
persist over long periods.

A further concern raised in the 
inquiry is the inconsistent way 
in which risk is escalated within 
schools and educational institu-
tions. Rudakubana’s previous re-

ferrals to the Prevent programme 
were not effectively shared with 
other agencies, meaning that later 
concerns could not be assessed in 
the context of his full behavioural 
history. This failure to assess “cu-
mulative risk” is identified as one 
of the most significant system-
ic weaknesses in the case, as it 
prevented authorities from rec-
ognising a pattern of escalating 
concern.

The government has already be-
gun responding to some of these 
findings through a series of poli-
cy changes. These include tighter 
scrutiny over the sale of knives 
and other weapons, as well as new 
restrictions on social media com-
panies to prevent underage access 
to harmful content. In addition, 
the Department for Education is 
reviewing safeguarding protocols 
in out-of-school settings such as 
leisure centres, while also reas-
sessing how schools monitor and 
filter students’ online activity.

Another dimension of reform 
under consideration is the exten-
sion of reporting responsibilities 
beyond traditional public institu-
tions. The Law Commission is ex-
amining whether individuals such 
as parents or taxi drivers should 
have clearer legal obligations to 
report concerning behaviour. The 
inquiry notes that Rudakubana’s 
family did not alert authorities to 
his behaviour, a factor that has 
raised difficult questions about 
familial responsibility and early 
intervention thresholds.

While these changes represent 
significant policy movement, 
officials acknowledge that such 
granular reforms will take time to 
implement. Adjustments to legal 
frameworks, administrative sys-
tems, and inter-agency protocols 
cannot be achieved overnight. 
However, ministers argue that 
incremental reform is essential 
if the system is to become more 
responsive to early warning signs 
in future cases.

One of the most consequential 

developments emerging from the 
inquiry is the shift in how pre-
ventive policing frameworks are 
understood. Previously, refer-
ral mechanisms such as Prevent 
were largely focused on ideologi-
cally motivated extremism. How-
ever, a separate review by David 
Anderson, now endorsed by the 
government, has broadened this 
scope. It clarifies that individu-
als do not need to be driven by a 
fixed ideological belief to be re-
ferred; those fixated on violence 
itself may also pose a comparable 
risk.

This shift reflects a growing 
recognition within the Home Of-
fice that contemporary threats are 
more complex than traditional 
categories of extremism allow. 
Individuals who are not ideolog-
ically motivated but demonstrate 
persistent violent fixation can 
still present serious dangers. As 
a result, the Prevent programme 
is being recalibrated to account 
for behavioural risk patterns rath-
er than ideological classification 
alone.

The second phase of the South-
port inquiry is expected to focus 
further on this category of indi-
viduals, particularly young men 
whose violent tendencies may not 
be linked to organised extremist 
ideology but are nonetheless 
deeply concerning. This phase 
will run alongside the work of a 
newly established government 
taskforce designed to translate 
inquiry findings into operational 
reforms across policing, educa-
tion, and safeguarding systems.

Despite the scale of reform be-
ing proposed, the inquiry itself 
acknowledges that no system can 
fully eliminate the risk of similar 
tragedies occurring in the future. 
What it can do, however, is re-
duce the likelihood that warning 
signs will go unrecognised or 
unaddressed. The emphasis is 
therefore not on achieving per-
fect prevention, but on improving 
institutional responsiveness and 

coordination.
Sir Adrian Fulford’s central 

warning is that past inquiries 
have too often resulted in reports 
that remain unimplemented, 
weakening public confidence in 
the state’s ability to learn from 
tragedy. The government’s com-
mitment to fully adopting the 67 
recommendations is therefore 
seen not only as a policy deci-
sion, but as a test of democratic 
credibility and institutional ac-
countability.

Ultimately, the Southport case 
raises difficult questions about 
how modern states manage frag-
mented information in complex 
social systems. The challenge is 
not simply identifying risk, but 
ensuring that risk is understood 
in its full context across multiple 
agencies. Without such integra-
tion, warning signs may remain 
visible but unconnected, allowing 
danger to persist unnoticed.

As Britain moves forward with 
its reform agenda, the central 
question remains whether insti-
tutions can overcome long-stand-
ing structural fragmentation and 
develop a genuinely coordinated 
approach to safeguarding. The 
Southport inquiry suggests that 
the answer will depend less on 
individual competence and more 
on systemic design. Whether 
those lessons translate into last-
ing change will determine not 
only how the state responds to 
future threats, but also how it re-
stores public trust in its capacity 
to protect its citizens.

As reforms begin to take shape, 
attention is also turning to how 
frontline workers will be trained 
to interpret and escalate risk sig-
nals more consistently across 
agencies. Officials argue that cul-
tural change within institutions 
will be as important as techno-
logical upgrades, ensuring that 
early warning signs are acted 
upon decisively rather than being 
normalised or overlooked within 
fragmented systems.

The future of any lan-
guage depends not only 
on how many people 
speak it, but on the pride, 
confidence, and practical 
value attached to it by 
the younger generation. 
In Assam, the Assamese 
language today stands at 
a critical cultural cross-
roads, where rapid social 
change, education choic-
es, digital influence, and 
economic aspirations are 
reshaping how the youth 
engage with their mother 
tongue. While Assamese 
remains central to iden-
tity and heritage, its ev-
eryday usage is steadily 
declining in many urban 
and semi-urban spaces, 
raising concerns about its 
long-term vitality.

A key factor behind this 
shift is the growing pref-
erence for English-me-
dium education, which 
many parents associate 
with better career pros-
pects and social mobility. 
As a result, Assamese is 
often sidelined in homes 
and classrooms, even 
though research globally 
shows that early educa-
tion in the mother tongue 
strengthens cognitive de-
velopment and learning 
outcomes. This shift has 
unintentionally created 
a generation that is of-
ten neither fully fluent 
in Assamese nor entirely 
comfortable in English, 
weakening linguistic con-
fidence on both fronts.

Economic realities fur-
ther reinforce this trend. 
In a globalised job market 
dominated by English in 
corporate, technological, 
and professional sectors, 
many young people view 
Assamese as culturally 
important but profession-
ally limited. This percep-
tion reduces the language 
to a symbolic identity 
marker rather than a func-
tional tool of communica-
tion in modern industries. 
However, this outlook 
overlooks the possibility 
of integrating Assamese 
into administration, dig-
ital platforms, media, 
entrepreneurship, and ed-
ucation, where language 
can evolve alongside eco-
nomic change.

The rise of digital tech-
nology has also signifi-
cantly altered linguistic 
habits. Social media plat-
forms and smartphones 
have encouraged the 
use of Roman script for 
Assamese, along with a 
growing mix of English 
and Hindi expressions 
in everyday communica-
tion. While technology 
itself is not harmful, its 
unregulated use has con-
tributed to a weakening 
of script familiarity and 

grammatical depth among 
younger speakers. At the 
same time, however, dig-
ital platforms also offer 
opportunities to revive 
Assamese through online 
education, content cre-
ation, apps, and artificial 
intelligence tools, pro-
vided they are used con-
sciously.

Cultural exposure is 
another important dimen-
sion. Global entertain-
ment and digital media 
have broadened horizons 
but have also reduced en-
gagement with Assamese 
literature, history, and 
classical thinkers. Many 
young people encoun-
ter literary icons such as 
Lakshminath Bezbaroa 
or Jyotiprasad Agarwala 
only through academ-
ic syllabi, rather than 
through active reading 
or cultural participation. 
This weakening of liter-
ary connection directly 
impacts vocabulary, ex-
pression, and emotional 
depth in the language.

Ultimately, the survival 
and growth of Assamese 
depend on collective re-
sponsibility. Families, 
educators, policymak-
ers, and content creators 
must work together to en-
sure that Assamese is not 
seen as a limitation but 
as a living, evolving lan-
guage of knowledge and 
opportunity. The younger 
generation must be en-
couraged to use Assamese 
confidently in both tra-
ditional and modern do-
mains, from classrooms 
and homes to digital 
platforms and profession-
al spaces. If embraced 
with pride and adapted 
to contemporary realities, 
Assamese can continue 
to thrive as a language 
that carries both cultural 
memory and modern rele-
vance into the future.

The role of public insti-
tutions and state policy 
becomes crucial in shap-
ing linguistic outcomes. 
Language does not sur-
vive on sentiment alone; 
it requires institutional 
reinforcement through 
education systems, me-
dia representation, and 
administrative usage. If 
Assamese is to remain 
relevant, it must have a 
stronger presence in high-
er education, competitive 
examinations, scientific 
publications, and profes-
sional training materials. 
Without such institution-
al backing, the language 
risks being confined to 
informal communication 
and cultural expression, 
rather than functioning as 
a medium of intellectual 
and professional advance-
ment.

Language, Identity, and the 
Assamese Question Today

Modern communication 
encourages instant reac-
tions. Whether responding 
to breaking news, work-
place disagreements, or 
social media debates, peo-
ple often feel compelled to 
reply immediately.

Yet not every situation 
benefits from an instant 
response. Taking time to 
understand facts, reflect 
on different viewpoints, 

or simply allow emotions 
to settle can prevent mis-
understandings and poor 
decisions.

Silence is sometimes 
mistaken for indifference, 
when it may actually rep-
resent patience and wis-
dom.

In an age of constant 
commentary, knowing 
when not to speak has be-
come an underrated skill.

When Silence Is the 
Better Response 
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Bharti Airtel, DMart, Eternal among Axis 
Securities’  15% to 43% upside potential
Mumbai: Indian equities have re-

covered from the volatility seen earlier 
this year, but the road ahead is unlike-
ly to be driven by broad market rallies 
alone. According to the brokerage re-
port by Axis Securities, the focus is 
now shifting towards companies that 
can deliver steady earnings, protect 
margins and offer better growth visi-
bility. 

Axis Securities’ top 15 picks with 
up to 43% upside potential span sec-
tors ranging from financial services 
and telecom to consumer, healthcare 
and materials. Let’s take a look at the 
stock the brokerage house is bullish 
on – Axis Securities in its report not-
ed that the easing geopolitical tension 
and the correction in crude oil prices 
have improved investor sentiment af-
ter a volatile phase. 

The report noted that “the easing of 
geopolitical tension, declining crude 
oil prices, resilient domestic mac-
roeconomic conditions, improving 
rural outlook and supportive policy 
measures from the Reserve Bank of 
India provide a favourable backdrop 
for equities.” Even so, Axis Securities 
believes investors should not expect 

every stock to benefit equally. Instead, 
company-specific performance is like-
ly to play a much bigger role over the 
coming months. With the first quarter 
earnings season for FY27 getting un-
derway, Axis Securities  expects man-
agement commentary to become more 
important than headline numbers.Ac-
cording to the report, “management 
commentary regarding future demand 
conditions will be equally, if not more, 
important than reported financial per-
formance.” Investors are expected to 
closely track demand trends, pricing 
power, raw material costs, margins, 
capital expenditure, export demand 
and order inflows before taking fresh 
investment calls.Axis Securities add-
ed, “companies capable of delivering 
positive earnings surprises along with 
confident management commentary 
are expected to outperform.” Axis Se-
curities believes the recent correction 
has made valuations relatively more 
comfortable, but future returns will 
largely depend on earnings delivery 
rather than market-wide expansion.
The report noted, “the market is in-
creasingly transitioning into an envi-
ronment where earnings quality, val-

uation discipline and stock selection 
will determine investment success, 
rather than broad-based market ex-
pansion.” The brokerage continues to 
prefer sectors such as banking and 
financial services, telecom, capital 
goods, healthcare, power and en-
ergy, while maintaining a positive 
outlook on select consumption-relat-
ed businesses and capital expendi-
ture-linked companies. It, however, 
remains cautious on the Information 
Technology sector in the medium 
term due to concerns around artifi-
cial intelligence-led disruption. Axis 
Securities has maintained its De-
cember 2026 Nifty target at 27,220, 
while advising investors to stay pre-
pared for intermittent volatility.The 
report recommends that “investors 
maintain good liquidity (10-15%) to 
use any dips in a phased manner and 
build a position in high-quality com-
panies…with an investment horizon 
of 12-18 months.”Axis Securities 
noted, “quality and growth-oriented 
companies with sustainable business 
models, pricing power, and earnings 
visibility will remain key outperform-
ers through FY27.”

Slide 8% in two days: What’s 
weighing on the stock

Mumbai: Shares of Bank of Baroda (BoB) continued 
to fall sharply on Friday, sliding 3.83 per cent to touch a 
low of Rs 250.20 in early trade. At this level, the stock has 
slumped 7.85 per cent in two trading days.

The decline came after the state-run lender informed 
stock exchanges that it had entered into an out-of-court 
settlement with the joint administrators of NMC Health 
PLC, NMC Healthcare Ltd and NMC Holding Ltd, with 
the payment being settled by its Abu Dhabi Branch. BoB 
noted that the case involved proceedings under ADGM and 
UK insolvency law, and UAE civil law in relation to NMC 
Health, NMC Holding and NMC Healthcare. The trial in 
the ADGM proceedings commenced on March 23, 2026. 
The English proceedings were stayed pending the outcome 
of the ADGM proceedings, it added.

Sharing settlement details, the lender said, “NMC Health, 
NMC Healthcare, NMC Holding, and their respective Joint 
Administrators have resolved the claims between them and 
the Bank of Baroda in consideration for, inter alia, payment 
by Bank of Baroda of $600 million (around Rs 5,700 crore), 
pursuant to a settlement agreement. All claims, causes of 
action, etc. between them have been resolved without ad-
mission of liability or wrongdoing. The settlement agree-
ment and its terms otherwise remain confidential. The li-
ability of the bank in these proceedings is limited to this 
sum.” It also said, “Pursuant to the settlement agreement, 
the ADGM have been discontinued. The English Proceed-
ings are in the process of being discontinued.”

In a separate development, BoB said its global business 
rose 15.46 per cent year-on-year (YoY) to Rs 30.51 lakh 

crore as of June 30, 2026.
The lender’s global advances increased 17.42 per cent 

YoY to Rs 14.17 lakh crore, while global deposits grew 
13.81 per cent YoY to Rs 16.34 lakh crore during the same 
period.

From a technical standpoint, the stock was trading below 
its 5-day, 10-day, 20-day, 30-day, 50-day, 100-day, 150-day 
and 200-day simple moving averages (SMAs). Its 14-day 
relative strength index (RSI) stood at 34.64. An RSI be-
low 30 is considered oversold, while a reading above 70 is 
viewed as overbought. According to Trendlyne data, BoB 
has a standalone/consolidated price-to-earnings (P/E) ra-
tio of 6.58/6.76 and a price-to-book (P/B) value of 1.04. 
Earnings per share (EPS) stood at 38.72/37.66, while return 
on equity (RoE) was 15.82. The stock’s one-year beta was 
1.35, indicating relatively high volatility.

New Delhi: The Employees’ 
Provident Funds (EPF) Scheme, 
2026, has clarified that the manda-
tory employee contribution remains 
₹1,800 a month, or 12% of the statu-
tory wage ceiling of ₹15,000. While 
contributions above this amount can 
continue, they are now explicitly 
treated as voluntary.For employees 
currently contributing EPF on their 
full basic salary, the clarification 
opens up a choice: reduce contri-
butions and increase monthly take-
home pay, or continue saving more 
for retirement. Financial experts say 
the answer depends on your person-
al circumstances rather than a one-
size-fits-all approach Your age is 
one of the biggest factors.Employ-
ees in their 20s and 30s generally 
have decades before retirement, al-
lowing higher EPF contributions to 
benefit from long-term compound-
ing. Continuing contributions on a 
higher salary could help build a sig-
nificantly larger retirement corpus.

On the other hand, someone near-
ing retirement may prefer greater 
liquidity if their retirement savings 
are already adequate and immedi-
ate financial needs take priority. ”If 
you are asking whether somebody 
should put more money into EPF, 
that depends entirely on the individ-
ual,” said Germaine Pereira, Partner 
at Solomon & Co.She believes in-
vestors should avoid concentrating 

all their retirement savings in one 
instrument.

“Parking all your money in EPF 
doesn’t make sense. People should 
also consider mutual funds or other 
investment vehicles rather than put-
ting everything into one scheme,” 
Pereira said

The right choice depends on how 
much retirement wealth you have 
already accumulated and your long-
term financial objectives.3. Your 
need for higher monthly cash flow-
Some employees may benefit more 
from higher take-home pay today.If 
you are repaying a home loan, fund-
ing children’s education or meeting 
other major financial commitments, 
reducing your EPF contribution to 
the mandatory amount could im-
prove monthly cash flow. Under 
the EPF Scheme, 2026, employees 
whose employers currently deduct 
PF on their actual basic salary may 
choose to contribute only the stat-
utory ₹1,800, subject to employ-
er policy, thereby increasing their 
in-hand salary.MUST READ: EPF 
Scheme 2026: Can ₹1,800 a month 
create a ₹19 lakh retirement fund

4. Understand the tax implications
While EPF continues to enjoy tax 

advantages, employees should not 
ignore the applicable tax provisions 
before increasing voluntary contri-
butions.Pereira noted that voluntary 
contributions are permitted, but tax 

implications under the Income-tax 
Act must also be considered.Em-
ployees planning to contribute sig-
nificantly beyond the mandatory 
amount should therefore evaluate 
the tax treatment alongside the ex-
pected retirement benefits

5. Don’t forget diversificationThe 
new rules also preserve the Volun-
tary Provident Fund (VPF), allow-
ing employees to contribute well 
beyond the statutory limit.Accord-
ing to Siddharth Maurya, Founder 
and Managing Director of Vibha-
vangal Anukulakara Pvt. Ltd., em-
ployees now have greater flexibility 
to redesign their salary and savings 
strategy.“You can continue with full 
VPF contribution from your end, or 
have a higher take-home by con-
tributing only what is statutory,” 
he said. However, experts caution 
against putting an entire retirement 

portfolio into EPF. A balanced al-
location across EPF, mutual funds, 
National Pension System (NPS), 
fixed-income instruments and oth-
er investments may offer better di-
versification while addressing both 
long-term growth and liquidity 
needs.The EPF Scheme, 2026, has 
not reduced the contribution rate 
of 12% or changed core retirement 
benefits. Instead, it gives employees 
greater flexibility in deciding how 
much to contribute beyond the stat-
utory minimum.

Before opting for a lower PF de-
duction simply to boost take-home 
pay, employees should assess their 
age, retirement goals, liquidity re-
quirements, tax position and over-
all investment portfolio. The right 
decision is ultimately a financial 
planning choice rather than just a 
payroll calculation.

Should you put  Experts say don’t decide 
before checking these 5 things

Bank of Baroda shares

Only ₹1,800 into EPF
Amid high turnover; Macritchie 

likely seller in block deal

PB Fintech shares fall 7%

New Delhi: Shares of PB Fintech Ltd tanked 7 per cent in Friday’s trade amid block 
deals. A total of Rs 1,978.78 crore worth shares changed hands on the counter as trading 
kicked off. Macritchie Investments Pte Ltd, a public shareholder under the foreign direct 
investment category, was looking to sell up to 1.19 crore PB Fintech shares, representing 
2.6 per cent of the company’s outstanding equity. The floor price was set at Rs 1,604 apiece, 
a 4.6 per cent discount to Thursday’s NSE closing price of Rs 1,682.10 apiece and the deal 
size was said to be Rs 1,908.80 crore.On Friday, the scrip fell 7 per cent to hit a low of Rs 
1,564.10 apiece. PB Fintech’s insurance premium growth is expected to remain healthy in 
the June quarter, with health insurance seen growing substantially, supporting strong mo-
mentum in the core online business. As per MOFSL, its profitability is expected to improve 
further, supported by operating leverage and scale benefits. The growth trajectory of new 
business initiatives is likely to remain subdued due to slower execution in the UAE busi-
ness, the brokerage said which believes a possible changes in commission structure will be 
key monitorable when the company announces its Q1 results.

Data available with BSE suggests Macritchie Investments Pte Ltd held 2,99,41,996 shares 
or 6.47 per cent stake in the parent of online insurance aggregator Policybazaar and digital 
consumer credit marketplace Paisabazaar. The seller will be subject to a 60-day lock-up 
period on its residual stake. PB Fintech has seen several block deals in the past one year, 
including by co-founders Yashish Dahiya and Alok Bansal. Tencent Cloud Europe BV was 
also involved in May 8 and March 6 block deals this year.

In the fourth quarter of FY26, PB Fintech reported a consolidated net profit of Rs 261 
crore, marking a 54 per cent growth compared with Rs 170 crore in the corresponding 
period last year led by the strong performance of new health and life insurance policies.
Consolidated revenue in Q4 climbed 36.7 per cent year-on-year to Rs 2,061 crore, backed 
by healthy demand across insurance products and sustained growth in financial services 
offerings.

Kusumgar IPO opens Check price 
band, issue size, key dates, GMP 

Mumbai: Mumbai-based 
engineered fabrics maker 
Kusumgar on Friday fixed 
the price band for its Rs 
650-crore initial public of-
fering at Rs 398-419 per 
share. The public issue will 
open on July 8 and close 
on July 10. At the upper 
end of the price band, the 
company is valued at Rs 
4,399.1 crore.The IPO is 
entirely an offer-for-sale 
by promoters, with the en-
tire net proceeds going to 
the selling shareholders 
— Siddharth Yogesh Ku-
sumgar, Sapna Siddharth 
Kusumgar and Siddharth 
Yogesh Kusumgar HUF. 
The company has also re-
served shares worth Rs 3.5 
crore for employees, who 
will get them at a discount 
of Rs 39 per share to the fi-
nal issue price.

Investors can bid for a 
minimum of 35 equity 

shares and in multiples of 
35 thereafter. At the upper 
price band, the minimum 
investment for retail in-
vestors is Rs 14,665, while 
the maximum investment 
under the retail category 
is Rs 1,90,645. Of the to-
tal issue, 50 per cent has 
been allocated to qualified 
institutional buyers, 15 per 
cent to non-institutional in-
vestors and 35 per cent to 
retail investors. Kusumgar 
manufactures woven, coat-
ed and laminated synthetic 
fabrics, and offers more 
than 1,000 fabric config-
urations for the aerospace 
and defence, industrial and 
automotive, and outdoor 
and lifestyle segments. It 
also makes engineered fab-
rics and solutions based on 
polyamides, polyester fil-
aments and polyurethane 
chemistry. The company 
competes with listed peers 

including Garware Techni-
cal Fibres, Arvind and SRF.
For the financial year end-
ed March 2026, Kusumgar 
reported a 12.3 per cent de-
cline in net profit to Rs 98.2 
crore from Rs 112 crore a 
year earlier. Revenue fell 
11.2 per cent to Rs 692 

crore from Rs 779 crore. In 
FY25, however, profit had 
risen 32.7 per cent to Rs 
112 crore, while revenue 
grew 66.5 per cent to Rs 
779 crore over FY24.Axis 
Capital, the company was 
commanding a grey market 
premium of Rs 135 apeice.  

Cigarette volumes seen falling 
by high single-digits hold or sell

Mumbai: Emkay Global on Friday 
said the cigarette business of ITC Ltd 
remained in flux following a sharp tax 
hike and anticipated turbulent times 
ahead for the segment. The domes-
tic brokerage said the FMCG-Oth-
ers business remained on a healthy 
growth trajectory, with improving 
margins. It also noted that the bal-
ance sheet for ITC remained healthy, 
supported by strong cash generation 
of over Rs 15,000 crore in FY26. For 
now, Emkay Global maintained its 
‘Add’ rating with a target price of Rs 
310 apiece. Emkay said the return pro-
file for ITC has consistently improved 
in the past few years, led by higher 
profitability and also partly due to 
the demerger of the hotels business. 
It said the ITC stock  currently trades 
at 18 times estimated forward one-
year earnings per share, which is at 
one standard deviation below its past 
five-year average. In the case of Pa-
perboard business, t navigated early 
margin pressure from cheap imports 
and soaring wood costs, recovering 
in H2FY26 via cooling raw material 
prices and import protections (MIP). 

Emkay said FY26 started well for 
ITC with resilient volume growth 
and continued focus on strengthen-
ing its product portfolio. ITC, it said, 
launched 15 new cigarette products, 
including Classic Clove, American 

Club Super Slims and Gold Flake 
Kings Longs. 

That said, the unprecedented tax 
hike in February 2026 disrupted the 
industry, leading to sharp price in-
creases and mix change, which im-
pacted volumes. British American 
Tobacco (BAT) held 22.91 per cent 
stake in ITC through Tobacco Man-
ufacturers India (17.79 per cent), 
Myddleton Investment Company Ltd 
(3.88 per cent) and Rothman Interna-
tional Enterprises (1.24 per cent).“We 
expect the industry to remain in flux 
over the coming quarters, and expect 
cigarette volumes to decline by high 
single-digits. As price increases have 
largely been lower than the tax hike, 

we expect EBIT margin to remain un-
der pressure as well,” Emkay said.

The broking firm said ITC’s 
FMCG-Others segment revenue grew 
10 per cent YoY, with EBITDA mar-
gin expanding 20 basis points YoY 
to 10 per cent.“Branded Packaged 
Foods (84 per cent of sales) drove 
overall growth, led by market exten-
sions in Aashirvaad, Sunfeast, and 
Bingo!, alongside macro tailwinds 
and premiumization. The manage-
ment fortified its future pipeline by 
launching 100 new products, scaling 
digital acquisitions (Rs13.5bn reve-
nue run rate), and expanding a fresh 
food cloud-kitchen network,” Emkay 
said.
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UK: Immigration advo-
cates in Florida have decried 
a “cruel and harmful” new 
rule by education officials 
aligned with hard-right Re-
publican governor Ron De-
Santis to ban undocumented 
students from state colleges 
and universities.

The Florida board of educa-
tion voted on Tuesday to bar 
access to its 28 state-funded 
institutions to anybody not a 
US citizen or “lawfully pres-
ent” in the country. It follows 
Florida’s move last year to 
strip discounted in-state tu-
ition rates for certain immi-
grant students.

Opponents on Wednesday 
assailed the new directive, 
which some analysts esti-
mate could cost Florida up 
to $15m annually in lost tui-
tion and other fees. They also 
questioned if it was legal, 
given that it was approved 
by DeSantis’s hand-picked 
board of seven, instead of the 
elected state legislature.

“The rule-making process 
is supposed to implement 
existing legislation and laws 
that were passed, not create 
its own, and not create its 
own policies, which is ex-
actly what the department 

is trying to do,” said Alexis 
Tsoukalas, senior analyst of 
the Florida Policy Institute, 
at a press conference hosted 
by the Florida Immigrant Co-
alition.

She said the action ran con-
trary to DeSantis’s own “Sail 
to 60” goal, a 2019 policy 
that sought to lift the num-
ber of Florida residents with 
“high-value” post-secondary 
education from below 50% to 
at least 60%.

“The Florida college sys-
tem is already struggling with 
declining enrollment; this has 
been the case for the past sev-
eral years, and it’s only got-
ten worse,” she said.

“It’s not like there are stu-
dents waiting in the wings to 
enroll when others are denied 
admission. Florida cannot 
reach its attainment goal if a 
shrinking share are enrolling, 
so it is very much a concern 
for the state.”

Alexander Vallejos, a so-
called Dreamer and com-
puter science student at the 
University of Central Flori-
da, who came with his fam-
ily from South America in 
2001 as a one-year-old, said 
it was cruel to dash the hopes 
of immigrant children who 

worked through the school 
system to graduate high 
school, only to find their 

pathway to higher education 
blocked.“This ruling sends 
a painful message to young 

people who have done ev-
erything right,” he said. “It 
tells them that their hard 

work isn’t enough, and that 
their dreams are less because 
of something they have no 

control over.
“Behind every policy is a 

real person, a student’s sto-
ry, where they’re staying up 
late to study, a young person 
working two jobs just to pay 
for college, a future engineer, 
teacher, nurse, entrepreneur. 
They just want the chance to 
succeed.”

Luisa Santos, an elected 
member of the Miami-Dade 
school, who was brought to 
the US by her family from 
Colombia as an eight-year-
old, said the state faced “seri-
ous consequences” for mov-
ing ahead with the ban.

“[It’s] everything from 
the $15m in lost tuition and 
fees estimated as a result of 
this, and even our governor 
getting in his own way of 
stated goals like Sail to 60, 
which so many school dis-
tricts around Florida have 
worked so hard to try to ac-
complish,” she said.

“What I really want to fo-
cus on is how cruel, harmful, 
and just unnecessary this 
rule is right now. These rule 
changes took me back to the 
darkest days of high school, 
where, like Alexander, I felt 
the world caving in on me.

Republican state senator 

Don Gaetz told the Florida 
Phoenix that only citizens 
and documented immigrants 
should be allowed to attend 
the state’s colleges and uni-
versities.

 “The policy issue is: 
should illegal aliens receive 
taxpayer-funded higher ed-
ucation in Florida? And in 
my view, the answer to that 
question should be no,” he 
said.

“And if necessary, I will file 
legislation to ensure that the 
decision of the state board 
is enshrined in statute.”But 
Anna Eskamani, a Demo-
cratic state representative 
running to become Orlando 
mayor, spoke by telephone 
during the public comment 
section of Tuesday’s board 
of education meeting to de-
nounce the policy, according 
to the outlet.

 “The attempt to restrict 
a child’s access to high-
er education based on the 
documentation status that 
is no fault of their own is 
un-American, it’s unfaith-
ful, and it’s absolutely also 
constitutionally concerning 
because, obviously, we did 
not pass legislation on this 
matter,” she said.

UK: An international po-
lice operation spanning sev-
en countries has uncovered 
highly organized networks 
of offenders who drug and 
rape their partners and use 
online chat groups to aid 
and encourage their “horri-
fying” assaults, authorities 
said on Thursday.

In most cases, the victims 
are women who are sedated 
before being raped and sex-
ually assaulted, Europol and 
Britian’s National Crime 
Agency (NCA) said. The 
online groups provide a ha-
ven for predominantly male 
perpetrators to coordinate 
assaults, share information 
as well as post videos and 
photos of the abuse, they 
said.

German and British crime 
agencies, with the help of 
law enforcement from the 
United States, Brazil, Can-
ada, France, Hungary, the 
Netherlands, and Spain, 
have launched a joint oper-
ation to tackle the “evolving 
threat,” Britian’s NCA said 
in a statement Thursday.

Often, the victims have no 
idea they have been sexual-
ly assaulted until they are 
contacted by police, and 
the abuse is committed by 
“someone they know and 
trust, and in some cases by 
multiple connected offend-
ers,” the agency said.

The investigations come 
after the high-profile case 
of Gisele Pelicot in France, 
whose husband solicit-
ed dozens of strangers to 
rape her while she was un-

conscious, in a case that 
shocked the world and 
sparked a cultural reckon-
ing on gender-based vio-
lence and misogyny in the 
country.Since launching 
the cross-border police col-
laboration, dubbed Project 
Medusa, in April, European 
investigators say they have 
identified more than 150 
offenders and victims, and 
opened more than 270 new 
leads.But the true scale of 
these crimes and number of 
victims is unknown and “al-
most certainly underreport-
ed,” according to Britain’s 
NCA.

“Drug-facilitated sexual 
assault is no longer isolat-
ed behaviour, but increas-
ingly organized, conducted 
via coordinated networks 
and enabled by digital plat-
forms, requiring a more 
sophisticated operational 
response,” said Nigel Leary, 
deputy director at the NCA.
Perpetrators seek to “ob-
jectify and dehumanise” 
their victims and in some 
cases the abuse takes place 
over decades, said Europol, 
which is coordinating the 
operation.“They use en-
crypted messaging services, 
forums, and closed chat 
groups to exchange expe-
riences, normalize abusive 
behaviour, facilitate the il-
legal trade in prescription 
medications and narcotics, 
and coordinate criminal 
acts,” it added.

In these online groups, 
offenders share information 
about which drugs to use, 

how to administer them, 
how to avoid detection, and 
request and share videos 
and photos of the abuse.

Siobhan Blake, the rape 
and serious sexual offences 
lead for the UK’s Crown 
Prosecution Service, said 
the abuse “is some of the 
most horrifying I have seen 
in my career.”

“Victims are being subject 
to horrendous sexual of-
fending in their own homes 
in an ultimate breach of 
trust,” she said.Police warn 
that victims can be any age, 
social background or ability, 
and have encouraged any-
one who suspects they have 
been a victim of drug-fa-
cilitated sexual assault to 
come forward.Across Eu-
rope there have been sev-
eral arrests and convictions 
in recent years of men who 
have been accused or found 
guilty of drugging and rap-
ing their unconscious part-
ners.

Dominique Pelicot was 
handed a 20-year prison 
sentence in 2024 for or-
ganizing the drugging and 
rape of his then-wife Gisèle. 
Fifty others were also con-
victed.Last year, German 
national Fernando P. was 
found guilty of drugging 
and raping his unconscious 
wife for years and sharing 
video of his crimes online, 
and sentenced to 8 years and 
6 months in prison.

Also in 2025, Zhenhao 
Zou was convicted of rap-
ing 10 women in the UK 
and China and jailed for life 

with a minimum term of 
24 years. Police and pros-
ecutors said Zou contacted 
students of Chinese heritage 
on WeChat and dating apps, 
and lured them to his apart-
ments to drug and assault 
them.

And in April, Polish au-
thorities arrested a man in 
connection with an alleged 
rape. Polish media outlets 
identified the man arrested 
as “Piotr,” the pseudonym 
given to the Polish man at 
the center of CNN’s inves-
tigation and who was one 
of nearly 1,000 users in 
a private Telegram group 
dedicated to sharing advice 
on the drugging and rape of 
partners.But experts have 
told CNN that offenders 
of drug-facilitated sexual 
assault continue to evolve 
how they carry out the 
abuse, making it harder for 
such cases to make their 
way to trial. There is also 
limited reliable data as to 
how widespread these types 
of crimes are, and survivors 
have called for regulators to 
take more proactive action 
to take down online plat-
forms and websites that host 
exploitative material.

The police operation is the 
“first of-its-kind,” accord-
ing to Europol, and those 
involved say they hope that 
by joining forces, law en-
forcement across multiple 
countries can bring out into 
the open a type of abuse that 
“thrives in secrecy online 
and behind closed doors,” 
Blake said.

Outrage over ‘cruel’ Florida move to ban 
undocumented students from college

Police uncover international networks of men 
using online chat groups to drug and rape women

America: When a study 
in May concluded that New 
Orleans had hit a “point of 
no return” due to the climate 
crisis that would require peo-
ple to eventually retreat from 
their storied yet ultimately 
doomed city, the local reac-
tion was swift and fiery.

The onward march of ris-
ing seas around a sinking 
city was unsettling, but the 
study was “more focused 
on generating publicity and 
clickbait headlines” than 
coming up with solutions, 
said Helena Moreno, New 
Orleans’s mayor. There 
was flooding in Miami, and 
wildfires and earthquakes 
near San Fransisco, Moreno 
pointed out, “yet no serious 
movement exists to declare 
those cities lost causes”.

Others were less diplo-
matic. “It’s really the most 
ridiculous study I have ever 
seen,” said Gordon Dove, 
the head of Louisiana’s 
coastal restoration agency, 
who took aim at Torbjörn 
Törnqvist, the lead research-
er. “I don’t think he knows 
what he’s talking about,” 
Dove fumed.

But of the torrent of New 
Orleanians who got in touch 
with Törnqvist about the 
study, typically after read-
ing about it in the Guardian, 
most had grasped the pre-
carity of the city’s future, 
according to the Tulane Uni-
versity academic, who is a 
leading expert on the fraying 
marshlands of the Mississip-
pi Delta.

“I’ve found it encouraging 
– we’ve had more construc-
tive reactions than negative 
ones,” Törnqvist said. “Of 
course it’s upsetting to hear 
this, but cities like New 
Orleans have an expiration 
date. We’ve already crossed 
a tipping point of survivabil-
ity for our coastal wetlands. 
The rate of sea level rise is 
way too high.

“We will be surrounded by 
open water and New Orleans 
will be like a fortress in the 
Gulf of Mexico. It will be 
like Venice, a few islands 
in a lagoon.” A decision by 
Jeff Landry, Louisiana’s Re-
publican governor, to cancel 
a $3bn project to naturally 
revive the vanishing coast-
line with sediment carried 
by the Mississippi is a fur-

ther “death penalty” for New 
Orleans, Törnqvist argues.
The process of encirclement, 
Törnqvist and his fellow re-
searchers stress, will still be 
a gradual one taking several 
generations. Protected for 
now by billions of dollars’ 
worth of levees, pumps and 
flood gates, New Orleans 
doesn’t face the immediate 
pressure of evacuation.

But galloping sea level 
rise beside low-lying land 
that is rapidly eroding as 
well as subsiding will only 
end one way, the study 
warns: the Louisiana coast-
line moving as much as 62 
miles (100km) inland, swal-
lowing the New Orleans re-
gion in the coming century 
or so.

“The general sentiment 
is that we are here, and we 
want to stay,” Törnqvist 
said. “I get that – I live 
here and I’m not planning 
on leaving. But we need to 
think differently about the 
city and relocation. It will 
be an incremental process 
that involves a lot of steps. 
We might not know how to 
do it but we will have to fig-
ure this out. Let’s try to em-
brace it rather than deny it.”

Relocating a city of the 
size of New Orleans is un-
heard of in the US, which 
has no national strategy for 
the growing number of peo-
ple displaced by crumbling 
coastlines and extreme 
weather. Even much smaller 
resettlements of vulnerable 
towns in thawing Alaska 
have been plagued by prob-

lems, with Donald Trump’s 
administration slashing pro-
grams that help communi-
ties escape the fallout of an 
overheating planet.But for 
some in New Orleans, the 
relocation question can no 
longer wait. 

The city is already losing 
people – shrinking in four 
of the five last years, now 
at just more than 360,000 
people – for a host of rea-
sons. That includes some of 
the highest rates of home 
insurance in the country 
due to the risks of living 
on a bowl-shaped spit of 
marshland below sea level, 
surrounded by water in a 
hurricane zone.

“We are an indicator spe-
cies – soon, other people are 
going to have stranded real 
estate assets and nowhere 
to turn,” said Steve Picou, a 
musician and environmental 
planner who with his wife, 
Grasshopper, moved from 
their longtime New Orle-
ans house three years ago 
after their annual home in-
surance rates jumped from 
$900 to about $9,000 over 
the past two decades.“The 
whole concept of relocation 
is overwhelming for peo-
ple. They don’t like to think 
about it,” said Picou, who 
moved to Opelousas, which 
sits 130 miles north-west 
of New Orleans at a more 
comfortable 66ft (20 meters) 
above sea level. “But there’s 
no escaping this climate. 
Towns are going to have the 
opportunity to be receiver 
communities and they need 

to start thinking about that 
now.”

In a striking new response 
to this prospect, a loose co-
alition of New Orleans com-
munity groups have in recent 
weeks traveled to assess two 
cities that could provide 
potential escape routes – 
Vicksburg and Natchez, both 
situated roughly three hours 
away by car in neighboring 
Mississippi.

Debra Campbell, the chair 
of the main non-profit – A 
Community Voice, which 
has about 9,000 members in 
New Orleans – said there’s 
nascent interest in acquiring 
or building properties for 
New Orleanians to flee to 
should they be displaced by 
a storm similar to the dev-
astating Hurricane Katrina, 
which hit the city in 2005.
We’re only going to leave if 
we’re forced to leave due to 
hurricanes, flooding and the 
heavy industrialization of 
our neighborhoods,” Camp-
bell said. In arranged meet-
ings, residents and officials 
in Vicksburg and Natchez 
welcomed the idea of an in-
flux from New Orleans and 
discussed the renovation 
of empty homes and use of 
public facilities as temporary 
shelters, she added.

“I told them: ‘We’re com-
ing. We’re coming in an 
exodus,’” Campbell said. 
“‘We’re not coming to lay on 
your leg – we’re looking for 
employment. We want our 
kids in school. Once we’re 
pushed out of here, we have 
to have somewhere to go.’

New Orleans residents on warning to abandon 
sinking city: ‘Nobody wants to leave home’
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During sale season, one 
category that subtly drains 
bank accounts is handbags. 
There is always space for 
an additional tote, another 
office bag, or yet another 
travel companion that vows 
to finally bring order to 
your life. With the Amazon 
Prime Day Sale commenc-
ing on July 4, this is the 
ideal moment to enhance 
your handbag collection 
before the most significant 
discounts vanish.

Whether you need a 
roomy office tote, a styl-
ish everyday carryall, or a 
practical travel bag, these 
handbags strike the right 
balance between fashion 

and function. Better yet, 
many of them are already 
seeing price drops ahead of 
Prime Day, making this the 
ideal time to add them to 
your wishlist.

Bags to add to cart during 
Prime Day Sale:

1. Miraggio Denice Large 
Tote Bag: The Miraggio 
Denice is the kind of tote 
that works as hard as you 
do. Designed with profes-
sionals in mind, it com-
fortably fits laptops up to 
14 inches while still leav-
ing enough room for char-
gers, notebooks, makeup 
pouches, water bottles, and 
everyday essentials. The 
structured silhouette gives 

it a premium, polished ap-
pearance that easily transi-
tions from office meetings 
to after-work plans.

One of its biggest 
strengths is versatility. 
Carry it by the elegant top 
handles for a formal look, 
or attach the adjustable 
sling strap for hands-free 
convenience during com-
mutes and travel. Style it 
with: Tailored trousers, 
oversized shirts, blazers, 
and loafers.

2. VAYA Zaelia Office 
Tote Bag: If organisation 
is your love language, the 
VAYA Zaelia tote deserves 
your attention. Unlike reg-
ular office bags, this one 

comes with dedicated insu-
lated lunch storage, allow-
ing you to carry your meals 
separately without sacrific-
ing laptop space.

The structured design 
looks professional enough 
for boardrooms while the 
removable shoulder strap 
offers flexibility through-
out busy workdays. It is 
an excellent investment for 
professionals who carry 
multiple essentials every 
single day.

Style it with: Co-ord sets, 
midi dresses, structured 
kurtas, and block heels.

3. Puffy Shoulder Tote 
Bag: Puffy bags continue 
to dominate fashion trends, 
and this tote is proof that 
comfort can also be stylish. 
The soft, quilted design 
gives it a relaxed aesthetic 
while multiple compart-
ments ensure your belong-
ings stay organised.

Its lightweight construc-
tion makes it particularly 
useful for travel, airport 
looks, shopping days, gym 
sessions, and casual week-
ends when you don’t want 
a heavy structured handbag 
weighing you down.

Style it with: Oversized 
T-shirts, joggers, sneakers, 
and casual co-ords.

4. Lavie Mono Freya 
Monogram Tote Bag: Few 
handbag styles feel as time-
less as a monogram tote. 
The Lavie Freya combines 
a sophisticated printed ex-

terior with a spacious in-
terior, making it equally 
suitable for office use and 
casual outings.

The structured silhouette 
instantly elevates even 
the simplest outfit while 
offering enough room for 
daily essentials. It is ideal 
for women who want one 
handbag that can seamless-
ly transition between work, 
brunch, shopping, and trav-
el. Style it with: Denim, 
shirt dresses, tailored sep-
arates, and minimal jewel-
lery.

5. Carrylux Soft PU Tote 
Bag: Simple, functional, 
and versatile, the Carrylux 
Soft PU Tote is designed 
for women who like fuss-
free handbags. The roomy 
compartment easily fits 
everyday essentials, while 
the soft PU construction 
makes the bag comfort-
able to carry throughout 
the day. Its adjustable strap 
allows multiple carrying 
styles, making it equally 
useful for college, office, 
shopping trips, or weekend 
outings.

Style it with: Straight-
fit jeans, oversized shirts, 
casual dresses, and ballet 
flats.

6. ZOUK Office Essential 
Jute Tote Bag: For those 
looking to make more con-
scious fashion choices, the 
ZOUK Office Essential 
Tote offers sustainabili-
ty without compromising 

style. Crafted using jute 
with vegan leather accents, 
it has a handcrafted appeal 
that stands out from con-
ventional office bags.

The spacious interior 
comfortably accommo-
dates work essentials while 
the earthy aesthetic pairs 
beautifully with Indian and 
contemporary wardrobes 
alike.

Style it with: Linen co-
ords, cotton sarees, chikan-
kari kurtas, and handcraft-
ed jewellery.

7. Recycled Non-Woven 
Felt Tote Bag: Minimalist 
and practical, this recycled 
felt tote proves sustainable 

bags can be stylish too. 
The lightweight yet dura-
ble construction makes it 
suitable for carrying heavi-
er items including laptops, 
books, groceries, and travel 
essentials.

Its understated design 
also makes it an excellent 
secondary work bag or ev-
eryday carryall for those 
who appreciate functional 
accessories.

Style it with: Neutral 
wardrobes, monochrome 
outfits, linen separates, and 
sneakers.

8. Waterproof Heavy 
Duty Tote Bag: If versa-
tility had a handbag, this 

would be it. Designed 
with waterproof material, 
reinforced handles, mul-
tiple compartments, side 
pockets, and even a trolley 
sleeve, this tote is built for 
people constantly on the 
move.

Whether you’re travel-
ling, heading to work, car-
rying gym gear, or packing 
for an overnight stay, this 
bag handles it all with ease. 
Its practical design makes 
it one of the most function-
al options on this list.

Style it with: Airport co-
ords, cargo pants, over-
sized hoodies, and com-
fortable trainers.

Enhance your handbag collection by adding 
both fashionable and functional options

Let us be truthful. Many of us 
possess an excessive number 
of kurtas yet still find ourselves 
standing in front of the wardrobe 
each morning contemplating, “I 
have nothing suitable to wear.” 
The issue does not stem from a 
deficiency of clothing. Rather, 
it lies in the reality that only a 
select few outfits meet all the 
necessary criteria. They must be 
comfortable enough for an en-
tire day, stylish enough to garner 
compliments, breathable enough 
to suit the Indian climate, and 
versatile enough to be appropri-
ate for various occasions, ranging 
from office meetings and coffee 
dates to grocery shopping and 
family lunches. The best kurta 
sets are the ones you instinctively 
reach for without overthinking. 
They’re easy to style, photograph 
beautifully, don’t require elabo-
rate accessorising, and make you 
look effortlessly put together. 
These are exactly those kinds of 
outfits.

10 kurta sets I’d wear on repeat 

every week
1. Klosia Pure Cotton Sleeve-

less Kurta Palazzo Set: Summer 
dressing becomes infinitely eas-
ier when sleeveless kurtas en-
ter the picture. This Klosia set 
is crafted from breathable pure 
cotton and paired with matching 
palazzo pants that give the outfit 
a relaxed yet polished finish. The 
sleeveless silhouette keeps you 
cool during humid days while 
still looking refined enough for 
work or casual outings.

The beauty of this set lies in its 
simplicity. It doesn’t try too hard, 
which makes it incredibly versa-
tile. Dress it up with statement 
earrings or keep it minimal for 
everyday wear.

Style it with: Oversized sun-
glasses, tan sandals, and a struc-
tured tote.

2. Kaari Women’s Salwar Suit: 
Kaari has built a reputation for 
creating elegant ethnic wear that 
feels premium without becoming 
overly festive, and this kurta set 
continues that tradition beauti-

fully. The silhouette is timeless, 
making it suitable for women of 
every age while offering enough 
detailing to keep the outfit visual-
ly interesting.

This is one of those dependable 
outfits you’ll happily wear to of-
fice meetings, festive lunches, or 
family gatherings without feel-
ing either overdressed or under-
dressed.

Style it with: Pearl studs, block 
heels, and a sleek wristwatch.

3. Kaari Women’s Chikankari 
Kurta Set with Dupatta: Chikan-
kari never goes out of style, and 
this Kaari set proves exactly why. 
The straight-fit kurta is elevat-
ed through elegant embroidery 
while the lightweight chiffon 
dupatta adds movement without 
feeling bulky. The straight pants 
with side pockets are a thoughtful 
addition because practical eth-
nic wear always deserves extra 
points. Style it with: Silver jhum-
kas, embroidered juttis, and soft 
curls.

4. Women’s Linen-Cotton Kur-

ta & Dupatta Set: Linen-cotton 
blends have quietly become one 
of the smartest fabrics for sum-
mer dressing. This beige kurta 
set, finished with delicate multic-
olour floral prints, feels fresh, un-
derstated, and incredibly elegant.

The breathable fabric makes 
it comfortable enough for long 
days, while the subtle floral de-
tailing ensures it never feels 
plain. It’s the sort of outfit that 
looks expensive without trying 
too hard. Style it with: Kolha-
puris, oxidised jewellery, and a 
woven tote bag.

5. Arayna Cotton Printed Kurta 
Set with Pants & Dupatta: Soft 
floral prints always find their way 
back into summer wardrobes, and 
this Arayna set gets the balance 
just right. Crafted in breathable 
cotton, it combines comfort with 
delicate prints that feel feminine 
without becoming overwhelming.

The coordinated pants and 
dupatta make getting dressed in-
credibly easy; perfect for morn-
ings when you’re running late but 
still want to look polished.

Style it with: Nude flats, deli-
cate jewellery, and a sleek low 
bun.

6. EthnicJunction Linen Floral 
Kurta with Farshi Salwar Set: 
Farshi salwars are having a ma-
jor fashion moment right now, 
and it’s easy to understand why. 
Their dramatic volume feels el-
egant, comfortable, and refresh-
ingly different from conventional 
straight pants.

Paired with a breathable linen 
floral kurta, this outfit manages to 
look contemporary while staying 
rooted in classic Indian silhou-
ettes. It’s fashion-forward with-
out becoming intimidating.

Style it with: Statement ear-
rings, strappy sandals, and a soft 
dewy makeup look.

7. Klosia Pure Cotton Sleeve-
less Kurta Palazzo Set: If your 
wardrobe revolves around breath-
able basics, this sleeveless cotton 
set deserves a place in it. The re-
laxed silhouette makes it ideal for 
hot weather while the matching 
palazzo pants create an effortless-

ly coordinated appearance.
Minimal doesn’t have to mean 

boring, and this set proves exact-
ly that.

Style it with: Sliders, oversized 
sunglasses, and a crossbody bag.

8. Nermosa Cotton Block Print-
ed Kurta Pant with Dupatta: 
Block prints continue to domi-
nate ethnic fashion because they 
effortlessly blend heritage crafts-
manship with contemporary styl-
ing. This Nermosa kurta set em-
braces that aesthetic beautifully 
through classic motifs and light-
weight cotton construction.

The coordinated dupatta com-
pletes the outfit without making it 
feel overly festive, making it per-
fect for everyday elegance.

Style it with: Oxidised silver 
jewellery and handcrafted flats.

9. ANNI Designer Printed Kur-
ta Pant Dupatta Set: Some outfits 
work harder than others, and this 
ANNI set easily falls into that 
category. The straight silhouette 
flatters most body types, while 
the V-neckline adds structure and 
elegance. The subtle prints en-
sure it transitions effortlessly be-
tween office hours, brunch plans, 
and evening errands.

It’s the definition of practical 
style done right.

Style it with: Block heels, a 
structured office tote, and delicate 
studs.

10. GoSriKi Embroidered Vis-
cose Kurta Set: Viscose fabrics 
naturally drape beautifully, in-
stantly making outfits look more 
fluid and elegant. This embroi-
dered GoSriKi kurta set strikes 
the perfect balance between 
everyday comfort and festive 
sophistication. The embroidery 
adds richness without over-
whelming the outfit, making it 
suitable for celebrations, office 
festivities, or intimate family 
gatherings.

It’s one of those versatile in-
vestments you’ll continue reach-
ing for long after the trend cycle 
moves on.

Style it with: Metallic heels, 
chandelier earrings, and a sleek 
clutch.

Kurta sets that I would genuinely 
wear on a weekly basis

Office Chair vs. 
Gaming Chair

Selecting the appropriate 
chair for your home setup 
ultimately hinges on a single 
question: Which one should 
you purchase?

Initially, gaming chairs 
may appear to be enhanced 
office chairs, featuring larger 
frames, more vibrant colors, 
and additional cushioning. 
However, upon examining the 
price tags, you may observe 
that numerous office chairs 
are priced lower, leading to the 
impression that they represent 
a more economical choice. It 
is tempting to conclude that 
the less expensive option is 
the better one. That is where 
things get interesting. Office 
chairs and gaming chairs are 
built with completely different 
goals in mind. From the mate-
rials used to the way they sup-
port your body and even their 
price points, every detail has 
a reason behind it. So, if you 
are planning to shop during 
the Amazon Prime Day Sale 
2026, here is a simple break-
down, along with a few of my 
favourite picks, to help you 
spend your money wisely. 
What is an office chair?Office 
chairs are built with one thing 
in mind. Keeping you com-
fortable through long hours 
at your desk. If your day is 
filled with meetings, emails 
and spreadsheets, this is the 
category made for you. Most 
office chairs keep the design 
simple. You will usually find 
mesh backs, fabric seats and 
neutral colours that fit neatly 
into almost any room. They 
do not scream for attention, 
and that is exactly the point. 
The real value comes from 
ergonomics. A good office 
chair supports your lower 
back, keeps your posture in 
check and lets you adjust ev-
erything from the armrests to 
the seat height and, on better 
models, even the seat depth. 
Small adjustments can make 
a huge difference after spend-
ing several hours in front of 
a screen.

Another big advantage is 

breathability. Mesh-backed 
chairs are a blessing during 
Indian summers, especial-
ly if your workspace does 
not stay cool throughout the 
day. The only downside is 
that some people find office 
chairs a little plain. Premium 
ergonomic models can also 
cost a small fortune, making 
them less attractive if you are 
shopping on a budget. What 
is a gaming chair?Gam-
ing chairs are impossible to 
miss. Inspired by racing car 
seats, they usually come with 
bold colours, high backs and 
plenty of cushioning.Unlike 
office chairs that focus on 
subtle looks, gaming chairs 
are made to be part of your 
setup. If your desk has RGB 
lighting, multiple monitors 
and gaming accessories, one 
of these fits right in.Their 
biggest selling point is full 
back support. Most models 
include a tall backrest, a head 
pillow and a separate lumbar 
cushion. They also recline 
much further than office 
chairs, making them great 
for relaxing between gaming 
sessions or watching a film 
after work.That said, gaming 
chairs are not perfect. Many 
affordable options use PU 
leather, which can feel warm 
after sitting for long periods. 
Some racing-style seats also 
have raised side bolsters that 
can feel restrictive, especially 
for people who prefer more 
room to move around. What 
should you look for before 
buying?

Ergonomics comes first
This is the one area you 

should never compromise on.
If you spend eight or more 

hours working at your desk, 
proper lumbar support and 
adjustable armrests matter far 
more than flashy looks. Your 
back will thank you months 
later.Gaming chairs offer ex-
cellent upper back and neck 
support, but not every model 
provides the same level of 
lower back support as a good 
ergonomic office chair.
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Sunny Deol’s batwara 1947 teaser gets 
brother Bobby’s sweetest praise

Mumbai :  Sunny Deol’s 
upcoming film Batwara 1947 
has already got fans talking 
after its teaser dropped. But 
one reaction stood out from 
the rest. Bobby Deol was 
quick to shower love on his 
elder brother, sharing an 
adorable message that fans 
of the Deol family are sure 
to love.

Bobby took to Instagram 
soon after the teaser was 
released and couldn’t stop 
praising Sunny and the film. 
Sharing the teaser, he wrote, 
“You’re the best, Bhaiya! So 
excited and looking forward 
to this film. Wishing you and 
the entire team all the very 
best. The teaser looks amaz-
ing, this movie is definitely 
going to be awesome!" Bat-
wara 1947 reunites Sunny 
Deol with director Rajkumar 
Santoshi after iconic films 
like Ghayal, Damini and 
Ghatak. The movie is also 

special because it marks Sun-
ny’s first collaboration with 
Aamir Khan Productions.

The film is based on Asghar 
Wajahat’s famous play Jis 
Lahore Nai Vekhya, O Jamya 
E Nai. Set during the 1947 
Partition, it tells a story of 
humanity, hope and sacrifice 
in the middle of one of In-
dia’s most difficult periods. 
Sunny will be seen playing 
Sikander Mirza, while Preity 

Zinta returns to the big screen 
with the film. The cast also 
includes Shabana Azmi, Ali 
Fazal, Abhimanyu Singh and 
Karan Deol in key roles.The 
project was first announced 
as Lahore 1947 before be-
ing renamed Batwara 1947. 
Behind the scenes, Santosh 
Sivan has handled the cine-
matography, A.R. Rahman 
has composed the music and 
Javed Akhtar has written the 

lyrics.The film is all set to 
release in theatres on August 
14, 2026, just ahead of the 
Independence Day holiday.
Meanwhile, Bobby has a busy 
lineup of his own. After Ban-
dar, which released in June 
2026, he will next be seen in 
YRF Spy Universe’s Alpha. 
Directed by Shiv Rawail, the 
action thriller stars Alia Bhatt 
and Sharvari in the lead. Anil 
Kapoor plays an important 
role, while Hrithik Roshan 
will make a special cameo. 
The film releases on July 3, 
2026. Bobby will also play 
the main villain in Vijay’s 
Jana Nayagan, directed by H. 
Vinoth. The film is currently 
awaiting its theatrical release 
after footage from the movie 
leaked online a few months 
ago.Apart from his films, 
Bobby is all set to return as 
the much-loved Baba Nirala 
in Ek Badnaam… Aashram 
Season 4.

Amitabh Bachchan reveals why 
he juggled 15 films at once

Mumbai :  Imagine shooting for one 
film in the morning, rushing to another 
set by afternoon, and wrapping up the 
day as a completely different character 
by night. Sounds exhausting, right? But 
for many stars of Hindi cinema’s golden 
era, that was just another day at work.

One of them was Amitabh Bachchan. 
In his latest blog, the veteran actor 
looked back at how different filmmak-
ing was when he started his career. 
While actors today spend weeks or 
even months preparing for a role, Big 
B said that wasn’t something his gener-
ation had the luxury of doing. Sharing 
a series of photos on Thursday night, 

Amitabh reflected on how the idea of 
“prep” has become an important part of 
filmmaking today. He wrote, “the prep 
was word or an explanation unknown 
to my generation and beyond ..now ‘its’ 
a common vocabulary, where one pre-
pares for the work to be undertaken. For 
me, it was an unknown entity. I see now 
the amount of labour and pain, creative 
artists put into getting into the character, 
in looks and style and comprehensive 
character analysis.”

He went on to praise today’s actors 
for the effort they put into understand-
ing their roles before facing the camera.
Calling it an important part of the cre-
ative process, he added, “a most valid 
and thoughtful act, and my admiration to 
those who can give this aspect the more 
than required serious consideration and 
be prepared for the work undertaken. 
Good and impressive. But in the good 
old days when we all worked on 10 to 
15 films at the same time – many two or 
three the same day, it would have been 
impossible to prep for one and not prep 
for the other ..on the same day!!”

Back then, things worked very differ-
ently. Instead of extensive workshops 
or rehearsals, actors would often un-
derstand a scene only after reaching the 
set. According to Amitabh, the director 
or assistant director would explain the 
sequence before filming began.He also 
shared why actors of his generation 
took on so many projects at once.

Recalling those days, Big B wrote, 
“Many ask how you slip from one role 
to another in the course of a day for dif-
ferent films. Bhai saheb, na karein to 
yeh dar rehta tha ki aage kaam milega 
ki nahin, to jo kaha jaata tha use niyamit 
roop mein dhaal dene ka prayatn kiya 
jaata tha, aur intezaar rehta tha, mahi-
non baad jab film release hoti thi, ki 
humne usmein kya aur kaise kiya!!! 
(Brother, if we didn’t do it, there was al-
ways the fear of whether we’d get work 
in the future. So whatever we were told, 
we tried our best to adapt to it sincerely. 
Then we would wait for months until 
the film was finally released, eager to 
see what we had done and how it had 
turned out).”

Amitabh Bachchan explains fear behind 
juggling 10–15 films together

Mumbai :  Imagine shoot-
ing for one film in the morn-
ing, rushing to another set by 
afternoon, and wrapping up 
the day as a completely differ-
ent character by night. Sounds 
exhausting, right? But for 
many stars of Hindi cinema’s 
golden era, that was just anoth-
er day at work.

One of them was Amitabh 
Bachchan. In his latest blog, 
the veteran actor looked back 
at how different filmmaking 
was when he started his ca-
reer. While actors today spend 
weeks or even months prepar-
ing for a role, Big B said that 
wasn’t something his genera-
tion had the luxury of doing. 
Sharing a series of photos 
on Thursday night, Amitabh 
reflected on how the idea of 
“prep” has become an import-
ant part of filmmaking today. 
He wrote, “the prep was word 
or an explanation unknown 
to my generation and beyond 
..now ‘its’ a common vocab-
ulary, where one prepares for 
the work to be undertaken. For 
me, it was an unknown entity. 
I see now the amount of labour 
and pain, creative artists put 

into getting into the character, 
in looks and style and compre-
hensive character analysis.”

He went on to praise today’s 
actors for the effort they put 
into understanding their roles 
before facing the camera.Call-
ing it an important part of the 
creative process, he added, “a 
most valid and thoughtful act, 
and my admiration to those 
who can give this aspect the 
more than required serious 
consideration and be prepared 
for the work undertaken. 
Good and impressive. But in 
the good old days when we all 
worked on 10 to 15 films at the 
same time – many two or three 
the same day, it would have 

been impossible to prep for 
one and not prep for the other 
..on the same day!!”

Back then, things worked 
very differently. Instead of 
extensive workshops or re-
hearsals, actors would often 
understand a scene only after 
reaching the set. According to 
Amitabh, the director or as-
sistant director would explain 
the sequence before filming 
began.He also shared why ac-
tors of his generation took on 
so many projects at once.

Recalling those days, Big B 
wrote, “Many ask how you 
slip from one role to another in 
the course of a day for differ-
ent films. Bhai saheb, na kare-

in to yeh dar rehta tha ki aage 
kaam milega ki nahin, to jo 
kaha jaata tha use niyamit roop 
mein dhaal dene ka prayatn 
kiya jaata tha, aur intezaar 
rehta tha, mahinon baad jab 
film release hoti thi, ki humne 
usmein kya aur kaise kiya!!! 
(Brother, if we didn’t do it, 
there was always the fear of 
whether we’d get work in the 
future. So whatever we were 
told, we tried our best to adapt 
to it sincerely. Then we would 
wait for months until the film 
was finally released, eager to 
see what we had done and how 
it had turned out).”

On the work front, Amitabh 
Bachchan will next be seen in 
the sequel to Kalki 2898 AD. 
Directed by Nag Ashwin, the 
film also stars Prabhas and 
Kamal Haasan. The first in-
stalment, released in 2024, 
turned out to be a blockbust-
er, earning over ₹1,000 crore 
worldwide. Amitabh’s per-
formance as Ashwatthama 
received widespread praise, 
and he will reprise the role in 
the sequel. The makers are yet 
to announce the film’s release 
date.

Rajinikanth vs Chiranjeevi: 
Dussehra showdown looms

Hyderabad :  The Telugu 
distribution market could 
be headed for one of its big-
gest battles in recent years 
if Superstar Rajinikanth’s 
Jailer 2 and Megastar Chi-
ranjeevi’s Vishwambha-
ra arrive during the same 
Dussehra window.

According to leading dis-
tributors, the two big-ticket 
entertainers are currently 
eyeing release dates just 
a day apart, with Jailer 2 
targeting October 15 and 
Vishwambhara expected to 
hit theatres on October 16. 
”If both films stick to these 
dates, it will be a clash of 
titans in the Telugu states. 
Nearly Rs 300 crore worth 
of theatrical business is 
riding on these two films 
together, making it one of 
the biggest distribution bat-
tles in recent times,” says 
a leading distributor. For 
distributors and exhibitors, 
the clash is far more signif-
icant than just fan rivalry. 
Both films are expected to 
demand a massive num-
ber of premium screens, 
making theatre allocation, 

show timings and revenue 
sharing a major challenge 
across Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana.

The proposed clash also 
revives memories of 2023 
when Chiranjeevi’s Bhola 
Shankar released alongside 
Rajinikanth’s Jailer. While 
Jailer went on to become 
a blockbuster and domi-
nated the box office, Bhola 
Shankar failed to sustain its 
run. This time, however, the 
trade believes the contest 
could be much closer. Vish-
wambhara is being mounted 

as a high-budget fantasy 
adventure aimed at family 
audiences, while Jailer 2 
enjoys the advantage of a 
hugely successful franchise 
and the goodwill created by 
Nelson Dilipkumar’s block-
buster first installment. 
Trade circles point out that 
both films have the poten-
tial for massive openings on 
their own. However, a head-
on collision could divide 
audiences, reduce repeat 
footfalls and limit the long 
theatrical run that each film 
would otherwise enjoy.

Trivikram Srinivas eyes major milestone beyond family dramas
Hyderabad :  Director 

Trivikram Srinivas has 
carved a niche for himself 
as one of Telugu cinema’s 
finest storytellers, winning 
audiences with memorable 
family entertainers such as 
Athadu, Jalsa, Attarintiki 
Daredi and Ala Vaikuntha-
purramuloo. Renowned for 
his thought-provoking dia-
logues and effortless comic 
timing, Trivikram has con-
sistently blended emotion, 
humour and commercial 
appeal.

“Trivikram is a master of 
dialogues and light-hearted 
entertainers. His writing re-

flects a deep understanding 
of relationships and life, 
while his comic punchlines 
have become his trade-
mark,” says a producer. 
Over the years, Trivikram 
has delivered major suc-
cesses with stars like Pawan 
Kalyan, Mahesh Babu and 
Allu Arjun. However, not 
every collaboration has 
struck gold. “His film Jai 
Chiranjeeva with Chiran-
jeevi couldn’t recreate the 
magic because the narrative 
felt contrived. Similarly, 
Agnyaathavaasi with Pawan 
Kalyan and Guntur Kaaram 
with Mahesh Babu did not 

meet the huge expectations 
surrounding them. Every 
successful director goes 
through such phases,” the 
producer ads.

Among his most appreci-
ated works is A Aa, where 
he proved that a simple 
family drama, backed by 
engaging entertainment 
and strong emotions, could 
become a blockbuster. The 
chemistry between Nithi-
in and Samantha, coupled 
with Trivikram’s trademark 
humour, continues to make 
the film a favourite among 
family audiences. After a 
brief gap, Trivikram is re-

turning to his comfort zone 
with Adarsha Kutumbam, a 
family entertainer starring 
Venkatesh. Trade circles 
believe the film could mark 

a return to the director’s 
strongest genre.

What has generated even 
greater curiosity, however, 
is his next project, God of 

War, starring Jr NTR. The 
film marks Trivikram’s first 
attempt at an epic action 
drama with mythological 
undertones, a genre vastly 
different from the family 
entertainers that established 
his reputation. ”It is the big-
gest challenge of his career. 
He has reportedly begun 
extensive pre-production 
to perfect the visual design 
while simultaneously refin-
ing the script. Mounting a 
star-driven epic with large-
scale action, war sequences 
and a mythological back-
drop requires an entirely 
different skill set,” says the 

producer.
Industry insiders believe 

God of War could rede-
fine Trivikram’s career if 
it succeeds. Having mas-
tered family dramas over 
the years, the filmmaker 
now appears determined 
to prove that he can also 
deliver a grand cinematic 
spectacle on the scale of the 
biggest Indian epics. Many 
even see it as his attempt to 
enter the league of filmmak-
ers capable of mounting vi-
sually rich magnum opuses, 
a space currently dominated 
by directors like S.S. Ra-
jamouli.

Saurav Das criticizes Diljit Dosanjh, 
urges youth encouragement

Mumbai :  A day after Dil-
jit Dosanjh distanced himself 
from the Cockroach Janta 
Party’s protests, the latter’s 
spokesperson Saurav Das 
has now expressed disap-
pointment. Das was recently 
asked about the Punjabi sing-
er-actor’s comments when he 
admitted that he is “upset” 
with it. He also requested 
Dosanjh to come forward and 
talk about the issues of youth 
in India.

“That is very sad. I think he 
should comment something. 
He must encourage youth. 
He does it with his music, 
can do the same with his 
words about this movement 
or by talking about youth’s 
problems. He should say 

something,” Das said. Watch 
the video here. During a re-
cent Instagram live session, 
Diljit Dosanjh was asked 
about the ongoing protest 
at Jantar Mantar led by the 
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP). 
Diljit made it clear that he 
prefers not to comment on 
it. He said that he was un-

aware of the situation due to 
his busy Aura Tour schedule. 
He also urged people to keep 
him out of protests, stating 
that he is not a politician and 
would rather remain focused 
on his work as an entertainer.

“Bro, keep me away from 
protests and such things. I 
am an artist. I am not a pol-

itician,” he said. The glob-
ally popular singer further 
added that it is impossible 
for everything in the world 
to be perfect or entirely 
right. “Everything can never 
be right. Everything in this 
world can never be right,” 
he said. Diljit Dosanjh was 
recently seen in the Imtiaz 
Ali directorial Main Vaapas 
Aaunga, a period drama set 
against the backdrop of the 
India-Pakistan Partition. The 
film, which also stars Naseer-
uddin Shah, Sharvari and Ve-
dang Raina, has emerged as 
one of the notable successes 
of 2026, earning strong audi-
ence appreciation and steady 
box office growth on the back 
of positive word of mouth.

Hollywood producer Moritz 
Borman passes away at 71
Agency :  Some filmmak-

ers stay behind the camera 
but leave a lasting mark on 
cinema. Through the stories 
they help bring to life, their 
work continues to influence 
audiences long after the cred-
its roll. One such name was 
Moritz Borman, the veteran 
German producer whose ca-
reer spanned political dramas, 
literary adaptations and Holly-
wood blockbusters. Borman 
died of natural causes in Mu-
nich on Wednesday. He was 
71.

The news of his death was 
confirmed by his longtime pro-
ducing partners, Eric Kopeloff 
and Philip Schulz-Deyle. Over 
the course of his career, Bor-

man produced more than 25 
feature films, building a body 
of work that ranged from crit-
ically acclaimed dramas to 
big-budget action franchises. 
He first gained recognition 
with director John Huston’s 
1984 film Under the Volcano, 
adapted from Malcolm Low-
ry’s celebrated novel. The film 
received widespread acclaim 
and earned Academy Award 
nominations for Albert Fin-
ney’s lead performance and its 

musical score.
He later produced The Qui-

et American, the 2002 adap-
tation of Graham Greene’s 
novel about a British jour-
nalist, an American spy and 
a young Vietnamese woman 
during the final days of the 
First Indochina War. The film 
earned Michael Caine an Os-
car nomination for Best Ac-
tor and also starred Brendan 
Fraser. Borman shared a long 
creative partnership with di-
rector Oliver Stone, producing 
several of his films, including 
Alexander, World Trade Cen-
ter, W., Savages and Snowden, 
the biographical drama based 
on CIA whistleblower Edward 
Snowden.

Bharti-Haarsh 
celebrate Kaju’s 

annaprashan
Mumbai :  Star comedian 

and television host Bharti 
Singh gave fans a glimpse 
of her younger son Yash-
veer Limbachiyaa, fondly 
called Kaju, as they cele-
brated his ‘Annaprashan’ 
ceremony.

The second time mom-
my shared the entire cel-
ebration in her latest vlog 
on her YouTube channel. 
Bharti and her husband, 
writer-producer Haarsh 
Limbachiyaa, were seen 
having organised a small 
puja at their house, where 
the venue was beautifully 
decorated with flowers.

Family members and 
friends of the couple gath-
ered for the occasion, with 
some relatives travelling 
all the way from Amritsar 
to be a part of the cele-
bration, as mentioned by 
Bharti.Amid the holy Ve-
dic chants and prayers, the 
couple performed the ‘An-
naprashan’ ritual before 
feeding seven- month-old 
Kaju his first taste of kheer. 
Bharti was seen expressing 
gratitude to Lord Ganesha 
by chanting, “Ganpati Bap-
pa Morya,” and said that 
their little one could now 
start enjoying regular food.

The vlog also showed 
family members loving-
ly feeding the little one 
kheer and also showered 
him with gifts. Bharti and 
Haarsh looked overjoyed 
and joked that both of them 
were willing to accept gifts 
on behalf of Kaju.The lit-
tle one appeared cheerful 
throughout the ceremony 
as he sat in his mother’s 
lap.Bharti and Haarsh’s 
elder son Laksh Limbachi-
yaa, popularly known as 
Gola, was also seen enjoy-
ing the occasion.Following 
the rituals, the family came 
together for a festive meal 
and spent time playing 
games and celebrating the 
occasion.

Bharti and Haarsh wel-
comed their second bun-
dle of joy in December 
last year.Talking about the 
couple, they are considered 
among television’s most 
popular celebrity couples 
and have collaborated on 
many comedy and reali-
ty shows over the years.
Bharti who is touted to be 
one of India’s most loved 
comedians, has entertained 
audiences through shows 
such as ‘The Great Indi-
an Laughter Challenge’, 
‘Comedy Circus’, ‘The Ka-
pil Sharma Show’, ‘India’s 
Got Talent’ and numerous 
hosting assignments.
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 New Delhi, July 03:  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has written a special 
letter to devotees ahead of this year’s 
Amarnath Yatra, describing the annu-
al pilgrimage as “a great blessing” and 
encouraging them to turn their spiritual 
journey into a collective commitment 
to cleanliness, safety, local livelihoods, 
environmental conservation, and na-
tion-building.In the two-page message 
titled “A Letter from the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister to the Pilgrims,” PM Modi 
greeted devotees with “Har Har Ma-
hadev” and “Jai Baba Barfani,” claiming 
that the sacred pilgrimage to the Amar-
nath cave shrine in Jammu and Kashmir 
represents India’s enduring spiritual and 
cultural traditions. ”Participating in the 
sacred Amarnath Yatra in Jammu & 
Kashmir is, in itself, a great blessing,” 
the Prime Minister wrote, adding that 
every year devotees from across the 
country eagerly await the opportunity to 
undertake the pilgrimage.Calling the Ya-
tra an “enduring chapter in India’s spir-
itual tradition”, PM Modi said it reflects 
the country’s unity in diversity as dev-
otees from different regions, languag-
es, and traditions come together with a 
shared devotion to Lord Shiva.“People 
from different states, speaking different 
languages and following diverse tradi-
tions, complete this journey united by 
their devotion to Mahadev,” he wrote.
The Prime Minister also acknowledged 
the role played by the Shri Amarnathji 
Shrine Board, the Jammu and Kashmir 
administration and security agencies 
in ensuring the smooth conduct of the 
pilgrimage. ”For several decades, the 
Shri Amarnathji Shrine Board and the 
Jammu & Kashmir administration have 
managed this pilgrimage with great effi-
ciency and dedication,” PM Modi said. 
He further praised the Indian Army, 

CRPF, Jammu and Kashmir Police, 
ITBP, BSF, NDRF, healthcare workers, 
doctors, sanitation workers, adminis-
trative officials, and volunteers for their 
service to pilgrims.“This year as well, 
thousands of personnel are discharging 
this responsibility with commitment,” 
he noted.Highlighting the role of local 
communities, PM Modi said the pil-
grimage also showcases the hospitality 
of the people of Jammu and Kashmir. 
He particularly mentioned pony oper-
ators, porters, and palanquin bearers 
who assist devotees on the challenging 
mountain route, describing their con-
tribution as an expression of India’s 
age-old tradition of selfless service.The 
centrepiece of the Prime Minister’s mes-
sage is an appeal to devotees to adopt 
five pledges during the pilgrimage.The 
first pledge focuses on cleanliness, urg-
ing pilgrims to maintain hygiene and 
help keep the entire Yatra route clean. 
The second asks devotees to strictly 
follow all administrative instructions, 

traffic regulations, and safety advisories, 
while exercising extra caution due to 
rain, slippery terrain, and cold weather.
In the third pledge, PM Modi linked the 
pilgrimage with the government’s ‘Vo-
cal for Local’ campaign, encouraging 
pilgrims to spend at least 10 per cent of 
their travel expenditure on purchasing 
locally made products to support the 
livelihoods of families and young peo-
ple in Jammu and Kashmir.“Inspired by 
the spirit of ‘Vocal for Local,’ we will 
spend at least 10 per cent of our travel 
expenses on purchasing local products. 
This will strengthen the livelihoods of 
families and youth in Jammu & Kash-
mir,” the letter stated.

The fourth pledge encourages pilgrims 
to participate in the ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke 
Naam’ campaign by gifting a sapling to 
a sibling on Raksha Bandhan, which co-
incides with the conclusion of this year’s 
Yatra.The fifth and final pledge broad-
ens the message beyond the pilgrimage 
itself.

“Nation First, Keep Yatra Clean” PM 
Modi’s Letter To Amarnath Pilgrims

Irfan Pathan cites under-fire Sanju Samson’s technical 
flaw as Vaibhav Sooryavanshi’s popularity grows

Durham: Sanju Samson 
is under pressure. While this 
may not be the case with the 
Indian team management, 
outside voices are becom-
ing increasingly louder. 
Samson’s previous three in-
nings have produced scores 
of 5, 0, and 1 (two against 
Ireland and one against 
England), making his case 
more tough, especially 
with Vaibhav Sooryavanshi 
waiting in the wings. For-
mer India cricketer Irfan 
Pathan has now identified 
a mechanical fault in Sam-
son’s batting that renders 
him susceptible. ”You want 
to take the ball away from 
Sanju Samson. Even if you 
don’t take the ball away, you 
want to keep the line out-
side the off-stump because 
his bat face remains closed. 
When his bat face is closed 
and he tries to play on the 
off-side, the bat face opens 
up at times,” Pathan said on 
JioHotstar.In the first T20I 
against Ireland, Samson 
tried to play on the up and 
inside-edged the ball onto 

the stumps. In the first game 
against England, he went 
after a delivery outside the 
off-stump and was caught 
at third man.Meanwhile, 
Sooryavanshi, who grabbed 
headlines by amassing 776 
runs at a staggering strike 
rate of 237.30 to bag the 
Player of the Tournament 
award in IPL 2026 for Ra-
jasthan Royals, is currently 
eyeing a much-anticipated 
international debut for India 

in the ongoing five-match 
T20I series against England. 
Sooryavanshi was unused 
in Ireland as India suffered 
a shock 2-0 series loss. ”In 
my opinion, in the history 
of the IPL, perhaps after Vi-
rat Kohli’s season when he 
scored so many runs, if one 
season can be defined, it is 
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi’s 
IPL 2026.” Former cricketer 
Saba Karim expressed con-
fidence in his potential to 

make huge runs, citing his 
impressive achievements 
against top-quality bowlers 
in Indian conditions. Not 
just Indian fans, but the en-
tire globe, are expecting to 
watch Vaibhav Sooryavan-
shi perform in the same way 
that he did in the IPL. I have 
big expectations for this 
young kid. We shall soon 
see him in all three config-
urations. “I am dead sure,” 
Karim said.

Breel Embolo and Dan Ndoye score as Switzerland 
beat Algeria to reach the FIFA World Cup 2026 last 16

Vancouver: Switzerland 
defeated Algeria 2-0, with 
goals from Breel Embolo 
and Dan Ndoye, to prog-
ress to the round of 16 at 
the World Cup. Switzer-
land will face the winner 
of the Friday encounter be-
tween Colombia and Ghana 
in Kansas City, Missouri. 
The round of 16 game is 
scheduled for next Tuesday 
in Vancouver. Switzerland 
has not won a knockout 
round match in France 
since 1938, although in 
1954, the team advanced 
to the quarterfinals after 
winning a playoff game. 
Although the Swiss had 

reached the round of 16 in 
the previous three World 
Cups, each tournament had 
a smaller field of 32 teams, 
and they were unable to 
advance. Algeria was elim-
inated after returning to 
the World Cup for the first 
time since 2014, when it 
progressed to the knock-
out phase before losing to 
eventual winner Germa-
ny.Algeria dominated the 
opening ten minutes until 
Johan Manzambi sprinted 
down the right side and 
crossed to Embolo for the 
tap-in. Embolo marked 
his 26th international goal 
with a knee slide.Ndoye 

scored less than a minute 
into the second half with a 
powerful shot from the top 
of the box that diving Alge-
ria goalkeeper Luca Zidane 
could not stop. Fabian Rie-
der nearly got a third goal 
for Switzerland in the 81st 
minute but missed on the 
tap-in as the ball skirted 
across the face of Algeria’s 
goal.FIFA President Gianni 
Infantino was at the game, 
his second of the day. Ear-
lier his attended the match 
between Spain and Austria 
in Inglewood, California.
Algeria advanced as a 
third-place finisher after a 
3-3 draw against Austria 

last Saturday in Kan-
sas City. The result sent 
both teams through to the 
knockout round but elimi-
nated Iran. Algeria captain 
Riyad Mahrez, 35, scored 
a pair of goals.The Swiss 
got goals from Rubén Var-
gas and Manzambi to beat 
Canada 2-1 on Wednesday 
— spoiling Canada’s hopes 
of playing their first-ever 
knockout-round game on 
home soil. Instead, Swit-
zerland got the return trip 
to Vancouver.The Swiss 
also got a week off, during 
which time they returned to 
their training base in San 
Diego.Manzambi, 20, has 
become the breakout star 
for Switzerland in the tour-
nament, with a pair of goals 
and two assists. He played 
off the bench to start the 
World Cup, but earned a 
starting role in the team’s 
last two games.Algeria 
head coach Vladimir Pet-
kovic coached Switzerland 
from 2014-21 and led the 
team to the out of the group 
stage in the 2018 World 
Cup. He also was at the 
helm when the Swiss went 
to the quarterfinals of the 
European Championships 
in 2020.

Delhi Traffic Police 
seeks relocation of 

7 MCD toll 
plazas to ease 

congestion
New Delhi, July 03: Faced 

with daily traffic jams on key 
arterial roads in east Del-
hi, the Delhi Traffic Police 
has written to the Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 
urging it to relocate seven toll 
plazas to locations that do not 
obstruct traffic flow, accord-
ing to at least two senior po-
lice officers familiar with the 
situation. 

On June 30, K Ramesh, 
deputy commissioner of 
police (traffic), addressed a 
letter to the MCD’s deputy 
commissioner (toll tax).In 
the letter, Ramesh proposed 
moving the toll plazas at 
Delhi-Noida Direct (DND), 
Chilla border, Sabhapur bor-
der, Ghazipur Uttar Pradesh 
(UP) Gate, Main National 
Highway (NH)-24, NH-9, 
and Noida Mor-Dallupura 
Road, claiming that they have 
become major bottlenecks in 
the eastern range, disrupt-
ing traffic on key corridors 
connecting Delhi and Uttar 
Pradesh. Traffic cops stated 
the seven toll plazas saw a lot 
of traffic every day. Manual 
toll collection, a paucity of 
toll collecting workers, the 
occupancy of numerous lanes 
for toll collection, and delays 
in issuing monthly passes all 
contribute to daily conges-
tion and bumper-to-bumper 
waits, especially during 
morning and evening peak 
hours. ”Our field inspections 
revealed that at the DND toll 
plaza, toll collection workers 
use two of the three lanes 
for toll collection, and the 
reduced carriageway width 
causes congestion.

Nat Sciver-Brunt and Heather Knight help England set 
up the Women’s T20 World Cup final against Australia

London: On her comeback 
from injury, England captain 
Nat Sciver-Brunt led from 
the front with a brilliant 75 in 
a 40-run Women’s T20 World 
Cup semi-final win against 
South Africa at the Oval on 
Thursday. England, called in 
to bat, crashed to 23-3 after 
four overs, raising worries 
of yet another knockout loss 
in a major tournament. Sciv-
er-Brunt, who had missed 
the previous three group 
games due to a calf injury, 
counter-attacked to the joy 
of almost 21,000 fans. She 
received excellent support 
from former skipper Heather 
Knight (58) as the two sur-
vivors from the last England 
side to win a major inter-
national trophy -- the 2017 
50-over World Cup -- turned 
the tide with a fourth-wicket 
partnership of 133 that took 
their team to a total of 169-
5.Tournament hosts England 
will play arch-rivals Austra-
lia in Sunday’s final at Lord’s. 
Both sides have won all six 
of their matches. A chase of 
170 was always going to be 
a tough task for South Africa 
and they finished well short 
on 129-8.“I was probably 
nervous, the occasion gets 
quite big as well and so that 
increased the nerves,” said 

Sciver-Brunt, the player of 
the match, at the presenta-
tion ceremony. “I missed a 
few games (with my inju-
ry). There was a lot of emo-
tion pre-game.” She added: 
“Marizanne Kapp and Shab-
nim Ismail are world-class 
opening bowlers who can 
do some damage. So Heath-
er and I wanted to nullify 
the threat and make sure we 
were in and able to capitalise 
on other bowlers. We used 
our experience, got out heads 
together and got the job do-
ne.“We showed composure. 
We could have tried to go 
harder earlier and it might not 
have worked out, so we were 
really smart.”Kapp took 1-16 
in her maximum four overs 
and Ismail 2-31.But Aya-
bonga Khaka’s and Nadine 
de Klerk’s combined seven 
wicketless overs cost 79 runs. 
South Africa captain Laura 
Wolvaardt said her side had 
been “outplayed”, adding: 
“We were happy with 170, 
which we thought was par. 
They bowled well, had good 
plans and we weren’t able to 
step up.”Earlier, South Africa 
enjoyed a brilliant start by 
taking three England wick-
ets inside the first four overs.
Fast bowler Ismail struck 
with her first ball, Amy Jones 

cutting straight to point. 
England opener Danni Wy-
att-Hodge, whose previous 
five innings had yielded a 
tournament record 282 runs 
at a stellar average of 94, was 
bowled for just 12 by Kapp’s 
well-disguised slower ball.
England were three down 
when Alice Capsey was lbw 
to Ismail.But Sciver-Brunt 
and Knight, England’s 2017 
World Cup-winning skip-
per, revived the innings.
The 33-year-old Sciver 
Brunt, on her Surrey home 
ground, completed a fine 
fifty when she whipped De 
Klerk through midwicket 
for a ninth four in 35 balls 
faced.Knight, 35, slog-
swept Khaka for a huge six 
to go to a 42-ball fifty and 
Sciver-Brunt also cleared 
the ropes when hoisting de 
Klerk over midwicket.Both 
Sciver-Brunt and Knight 
fell in the penultimate over 
to left-arm spinner Nonku-
luleko Mlaba (2-25) but by 
then the damage had been 
done. South Africa suffered a 
major setback in their chase 
when skipper Wolvaardt 
was well caught for 17 by a 
leaping Sophie Ecclestone 
at mid-on off spinner Linsey 
Smith.The Proteas’ 43-1 was 
quickly transformed into 
49-2 when Annerie Derck-
sen sliced a slower ball from 
Freya Kemp to point.En-
gland then captured the key 
wicket of Kapp for just five 
when the all-rounder, trying 
to turn off-spinner Charlie 
Dean legside, got a leading 
edge and gave a gentle catch 
to an elated Sciver-Brunt at 
extra-cover.  South Africa 
opener Tazmin Brits made 
fifty at better than a run-a-
ball before she fell to Dean.

“Rebuild Or Reaccommodate” Court 
Investigates Illegal Surat Demolition
Ahmedabad, July 03: The Gujarat High Court 

requested the state government’s response on Thurs-
day to the “completely illegal” destruction of over 
100 residences in Surat’s Narisnagar neighborhood 
on May 30, which resulted in no prior notice.The 
High Court questioned the state government’s re-
sponsibility to its inhabitants and stated that an in-
vestigation should have been conducted at a higher 
level than the municipal commissioner.Hearing a 
petition submitted by several aggrieved individuals 
whose homes were demolished by the Surat Munic-
ipal Corporation, Justice Nikhil Kariel inquired as to 
the government’s position on this “completely ille-
gal” destruction. The High Court also posed an oral 
question to the police commissioner on absence of 
complaint and investigation in the matter, despite a 
DCP level officer being present at the site. In his af-
fidavit, the Surat municipal commissioner told court 
that a preliminary inquiry carried out by the civic 
body’s deputy municipal commissioner opined that 
further inquiry was required as officers concerned 

were not coming out with the truth. It added that five 
officers who were present at the site when demolition 
was being carried out have been suspended pending 
departmental proceedings.“What is the state’s stand 
on this? The inquiry is by the corporation, by a set of 
officers of the corporation. What is the stand of the 
state? Is the state not responsible for its citizens?” the 
court orally questioned the government pleader.The 
court said it was a case of a large scale demolition, 
and except for the fact that the petition was filed, 
even the inquiry report could not have come out any 
time soon.“A small skirmish here and there, the state 
is concerned. When such a large scale demolition is 
taking place, the state is not concerned. ..The state 
should definitely be interested in finding out how 
this happened,” the High Court further said.“This 
cannot be a one-off incident. If your officer has the 
audacity to do something like this -- a 100 houses, 
God knows how much you have done by now which 
has not yet come out,” it said. The court also asked 
whether a person’s residence being demolished does 

not amount to a penal offence. It questioned the po-
lice commissioner over no action being taken tak-
en even when he was informed in writing about the 
development.“The police would be the first to know 
that whatever has happened is illegal. Involvement 
of anyone is for investigation. Where is the investi-
gation? The more time it takes, the signal goes that it 
is being covered up,” the High Court said.The court 
also wanted to know as to how the municipal com-
missioner plans to rehabilitate the people who were 
rendered homeless due to the “unauthorised demoli-
tion.” “Now it is clear that the demolition was illegal. 
Now the onus is on you to ensure they are rehabili-
tated. They have to be re-accommodated, either by 
rebuilding, or through private negotiation, but they 
have to be given proper accommodation,” it said. 
In his affidavit, the municipal commissioner stated 
that the plot belonged to certain private people who 
wished to develop through third parties, and that a 
plot validation certificate was requested on March 12 
of this year, but was denied.

In a divided cricket world, AB De Villiers speaks out 
against Team India’s thinking on Vaibhav Sooryavanshi

New Delhi: Vaibhav Sooryavanshi has 
literally split the cricket world on whether 
the Indian squad is holding back the adoles-
cent. The fact that Sanju Samson has failed 
to score in three consecutive matches has 
aided Sooryavanshi’s cause. Ravi Shastri, 
Michael Vaughan, and Alastair Cook have 
all stated that Sooryavanshi should have 
made his T20I debut in the two-match se-
ries against Ireland. Then there’s the party 
of Cheteshwar Pujara and Saba Karim, who 
believe Sooryavanshi’s participation should 
not come at the price of an experienced 
player. The Indian team management is sim-
ilarly of the belief that Sooryavanshi would 
have to put in the work. “He (Sooryavan-
shi) is unequivocally ready to play interna-
tional cricket. India assistant coach Ryan 
Ten Doeschate praised Sanju Samson for 
his contribution to the team’s World Cup 
victory three months prior.He had a strong 
IPL season, and it is critical to instill con-
fidence in players and send a message that 
we want to give them a lengthy run in the 
squad. We’re all delighted to watch Vaibhav 

play, but he has to go through the same pro-
cedures. There is no doubt about his abili-
ties.” AB de Villiers varies from Ryan ten 
Doeschate. “When will he be unleashed?” 
I believed the Ireland series would be an 
excellent opportunity for him to get expe-
rience in international cricket. It was terri-
ble that he never had the opportunity. I dis-
agree with Ryan ten Doeschate’s claim that 
Sooryavanshi must go through the same 
process as any other participant. After his 
IPL performance, it was time to throw him 
into the deep end, especially against a low-
er-ranked side like Ireland, to acquire some 
experience,” AB de Villiers remarked on his 
YouTube channel.
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India series win boosts Ireland’s status 
in international cricket, says O’Donnell

Mumbai :  Cricket Ireland 
president Bryan O’Donnell 
believes Ireland’s histor-
ic T20I series victory over 
India has transformed the 
team’s standing in world 
cricket, saying the break-
through will make the side 
a more attractive opponent 
for leading nations and pave 
the way for bigger interna-
tional opportunities. Ireland 
stunned reigning T20 world 
champions India 2-0 in Bel-
fast to register their first-ever 
bilateral series victory over 
India in any format. O’Don-
nell believes the landmark 
triumph will have an imme-
diate impact on Irish cricket, 
both on and off the field. 

”It is going to be fairly 
instantaneous because it is 
a huge lift for our players 
and on that basis, they will 
probably become available 

in other areas of the game,” 
O’Donnell was quoted as 
saying by PTI. ”It has a huge 
impact because it elevates 
the players. It lifts the po-
tential performance of Irish 
cricket hugely,” he added. 
According to O’Donnell, the 
biggest gain from defeating 
a powerhouse like India will 
be the shift in how Ireland 
are perceived internation-
ally. CI think we would be 

more acceptable as opposi-
tion than we may have been 
heretofore. It is a moving 
elevation. “It is showing a 
return on the level of input 
that Cricket Ireland are will-
ing to put into the game in 
this country with the help of 
the ICC. At present, a large 
investment is going on into 
the infrastructure surround-
ing Irish cricket,” he said. 
O’Donnell also expects Ire-

land’s participation in the 
upcoming European T20 
Premier League to acceler-
ate the team’s growth while 
providing players with valu-
able financial opportunities. 
”Absolutely. 

Providing the opposition is 
of a certain level, it has to be 
beneficial. It is also opening 
potential for other income 
streams for the players at 
the higher end of the game,” 
he said. He believes Irish 
players stand to gain signifi-
cantly from the presence of 
cricket greats Steve Waugh, 
Rahul Dravid and R Ash-
win, who will be involved 
with the tournament. “They 
will learn from observation. 
They will learn from meet-
ing these legends and pick-
ing their brains and possibly 
pick up tips for the benefit of 
our players.

Wimbledon: Turkey’s Zeynep Sonmez steals 
spotlight with unique symbol on her racket
New Delhi:  Turkish tennis 

player Zeynep Sonmez made 
a symbolic statement at Wim-
bledon 2026 after tournament 
organisers reportedly refused 
to allow her to wear a brooch in 
support of Palestine. Instead, 
the world No. 65 carried a 
watermelon-shaped vibration 
dampener on her racket, a sub-
tle emblem that has come to 
represent Palestinian solidari-
ty because it features the same 
colours as the Palestinian flag.
The 24-year-old disclosed the 
issue after her second-round 
defeat to American Claire 
Liu, explaining that she had 
spoken with Wimbledon offi-
cials but was told the brooch 
could not be worn during the 
Championships. While the pin 
was not permitted, Sonmez 
said there were no objections 
to the watermelon symbol on 
her racket, allowing her to 
express her support in a differ-

ent way.Sonmez said she had 
previously worn the brooch at 
WTA tournaments before be-
ing asked not to do so. She fur-
ther claimed that symbols ex-
pressing support for Ukraine 
had been allowed while the 
Palestine emblem was prohib-
ited, although Wimbledon has 
not publicly commented on 
that assertion. ”I used to wear 
a pin. Tournaments no longer 
allow me to wear it. We had a 
discussion with the organisers 
because the Ukrainian flag is 

allowed but the Palestinian 
is not,” Sonmez told Turkey 
news agency Anadolu after 
the match. ”They ultimately 
told us they definitely would 
not allow it. So, I can’t wear 
the pin. I can use the vibra-
tion dampener, and they can’t 
object to that. That’s why I 
put the watermelon symbol 
on my racket,” she said. The 
watermelon has become a 
globally recognised symbol 
of solidarity with Palestinians, 
particularly in contexts where 

displaying the Palestinian flag 
has been restricted. Featuring 
the same red, green, white and 
black colours as the Palestin-
ian flag, the fruit has increas-
ingly been used in protests, 
artwork and public campaigns 
as an alternative symbol of 
support. Sonmez has been vo-
cal about the issue in the past. 
Speaking to the WTA in 2024, 
she said she wanted to use her 
platform to raise awareness 
of the humanitarian crisis in 
Gaza, adding that although 
athletes could not resolve 
conflicts, they could still help 
bring attention to them. ”It’s a 
sensitive area for me. People 
in Palestine are suffering. I see 
the videos and photos and feel 
that there’s not so much we 
can do. But we can always do 
our best -- it’s like I was say-
ing, you can be the best ver-
sion of yourself. I want every-
with them,” Sonmez had said.

Badminton: India’s Canada Open campaign 
ends after Aakarshi and Tanya crash out

Toronto:  India’s campaign at the 
Canada Open 2026 came to an end 
after Aakarshi Kashyap and Tanya 
Hemanth suffered second-round de-
feats in the women’s singles event 
at the BWF Super 300 tournament 
in Markham, Ontario, according to 
Olympics.com. World No. 71 Aa-
karshi Kashyap put up a spirited 
fight against fourth seed and world 
No. 33 Beiwen Zhang of the Unit-
ed States before going down 20-22, 
21-17, 21-17 in a contest that lasted 
one hour and seven minutes. Aakar-
shi made a bright start to the match, 
opening up a 10-6 lead in the first 
game. However, Zhang fought back 
to level the scores before edging a 
closely contested opening game. 
The Indian responded strongly 
throughout the match but was un-
able to capitalise on key moments.
The second game saw Zhang surge 
into a commanding lead before Aa-
karshi mounted a late comeback. 
Despite narrowing the deficit, she 
could not prevent the American 
from forcing a decider. 

The final game remained even-
ly poised until 17-17, after which 
Zhang won four consecutive points 
to seal the match. The defeat marked 
Aakarshi’s third loss to Zhang in as 
many meetings, according to Olym-
pics.com.In the other women’s sin-
gles second-round match, world No. 

56 Tanya Hemanth was outclassed 
by Japan’s third seed and world 
No. 21 Riko Gunji, who registered 
a convincing 21-11, 21-11 victory 
in just 31 minutes. The result also 
marked Tanya’s second successive 
defeat to Gunji after the Japanese 
shuttler had eliminated her in the 
opening round of last week’s US 
Open. Aakarshi and Tanya were In-
dia’s last remaining representatives 
in the tournament after the rest of 
the contingent exited earlier in the 
competition, according to Olym-
pics.com. Former world No. 1 Kid-
ambi Srikanth was forced to retire 

hurt during his match against Ma-
laysia’s Olympic medallist Lee Zii 
Jia, while Devika Sihag, Rakshitha 
Ramraj, Anmol Kharb, Shriyanshi 
Valishetty, Saneeth Dayanand and 
Sankar Subramanian were all elim-
inated in the early rounds. India’s 
challenge in the doubles competi-
tion also ended on the opening day 
after Achutaditya Rao Doddavara-
pu and Arjun Reddy Pochana were 
knocked out.

 The Indian shuttlers will next be 
seen in action at the Japan Open 
750, scheduled to begin on July 14. 
Puneeth Suresh and Deepti Raj Adi-

ti were then taken the distance by 
Mustafa Malikzhan and Kuleshova 
but they managed to eke out a 11-10 
win to take the score to 22-15. The 
Indians then dominated the next 
three categories to win the first set. 
The second set then turned out to 
be a cakewalk as none of the play-
ers conceded more than six points 
in any of the matches. Meanwhile, 
Thailand Masters winner Devika 
Sihag upset third seed Riko Gunji 
of Japan, while Rounak Chouhan 
continued his dream run to reach 
the semifinals of the US Open bad-
minton tournament here.

Liverpool pay tribute to Diogo Jota and 
Andre Silva on first death anniversary
Liverpool:  Liverpool 

have paid an emotional 
tribute to former Portugal 
forward Diogo Jota and his 
brother Andre Silva on the 
first anniversary of their 
deaths, remembering their 
legacy both on and off the 
football pitch. In a post on 
X, the Premier League club 
reflected on the impact the 
two brothers had on foot-
ball and the lives of those 
who knew them, saying their 
memory continues to live on 
despite the immense loss felt 
by their families, friends and 
supporters. ”Today, as every 
day, we remember Diogo 
Jota and Andre Silva, who 
tragically passed away one 
year ago. 

Through immeasurable 
loss and incalculable pain, 
the impact they made and 
the legacies they left be-
hind - not only within the 
footballing world, but in the 
hearts and minds of so many 
around the world - has shone 
through over the last 12 
months,” Liverpool wrote 
on X. The club also extended 
its continued support to the 
families and loved ones of 
the two brothers, reaffirming 
that Jota remains a cherished 
figure in Liverpool’s history. 

”All of our love, support, 
thoughts and prayers contin-
ue to be with Diogo and An-
dre’s families, friends and 
all those whose lives were 
touched by them. Forever in 
our hearts, forever our num-
ber 20,” the club added.Jota 
represented Liverpool with 
distinction during his time at 
Anfield, earning admiration 
for his goalscoring ability, 
work rate and commitment. 
His contributions to both 
club and country made him 
one of Portugal’s leading 
footballers of his genera-
tion, while his passing left 
the football community in 

mourning. Earlier, Liverpool 
unveiled a permanent me-
morial at Anfield in honour 
of forward Diogo Jota and 
his brother Andre Silva on 
the eve of the first anniver-
sary of their tragic deaths, 
creating a lasting place of 
remembrance for support-
ers and visitors alike.The 
memorial, titled “Forever 
20”, has been installed on 97 
Avenue outside Anfield, the 
same area where thousands 
of fans gathered to leave 
flowers, scarves, banners 
and heartfelt tributes follow-
ing the brothers’ deaths last 
year, according to Reuters.

Oriental Cup 2026 set for biggest edition 
yet, starts July 7 with bigger prize pool

New Delhi: The Oriental 
Cup, one of Delhi-NCR’s 
fastest-growing in-
ter-school football tourna-
ments, officially announced 
the dates for its fourth edi-
tion during a press confer-
ence held here on Wednes-
day, according to a release. 
The tournament will be 
held from July 7 to July 
16 at the Dr. Ambedkar 
Stadium, bringing togeth-
er 45+ teams from leading 
schools across Delhi-NCR. 
Marking another significant 
milestone in its journey, the 
organisers announced that 
the overall prize pool has 
been more than doubled, 
making it the highest in the 
tournament’s history. In an-
other major initiative aimed 
at supporting young talent, 

the Oriental Cup also intro-
duced a Rs 2.5 lakh schol-
arship programme that will 
benefit 10 deserving stu-
dent-athletes, reinforcing 
its commitment to nurtur-
ing the next generation of 
footballers both on and 
off the field.Oriental Cup 
2026 is expected to fea-
ture over 1500 participants 
representing more than 45 
teams, with over 50 match-
es scheduled across the 
tournament with 25+ teams 
in the Boys’ Under-17 cat-
egory and 16+ teams in the 
Girls’ Under-19 catego-
ry, ensuring schools have 
greater opportunities to 
compete while maintaining 
a high standard of football 
throughout the tournament. 
Announcing the fourth edi-

tion, Fareed Bakshi, Found-
er, Oriental Cup, said, “Ev-
ery edition of the Oriental 
Cup is about creating more 
opportunities for young 
footballers. This year, we 
have more than doubled the 
tournament’s prize pool and 
introduced a Rs 2.5 lakh 
scholarship programme for 
10 deserving student-ath-
letes, reinforcing our com-
mitment to recognising and 
supporting young talent. 
We are equally encouraged 
by the remarkable growth 
in girls’ participation, with 
the number of girls’ teams 
doubling since our inau-
gural edition and now ac-
counting for nearly 40 per 
cent of all participating 
teams. These milestones 
strengthen our belief that 

we are moving in the right 
direction as we work to-
wards building the Orien-
tal Cup into one of India’s 
most respected inter-school 
football tournaments.” One 
of the defining features of 
the Oriental Cup has been 
its emphasis on creating 
equal opportunities for girls 
alongside boys. Building 
on this momentum, the 
organisers aim to further 
expand girls’ participation 
in the coming years while 
continuing to strengthen the 
overall grassroots football 
ecosystem. The tournament 
has continued to attract 
support from organisations 
that share its vision of pro-
moting grassroots sport and 
youth development. The 
fourth edition will be sup-
ported by Oriental Struc-
tural Engineers Pvt. Ltd. as 
the title sponsor, with Nivia 
Sports as the Football Part-
ner and Ocean Beverages 
as the Hydration Partner 
and Central Park Resorts as 
an Associate Partner. Since 
its inception in 2023, the 
Oriental Cup has steadi-
ly grown into a prominent 
platform for school foot-
ball, offering structured 
competition for both boys 
and girls while promoting 
sportsmanship, discipline, 
and holistic athlete devel-
opment.

Ronaldo Defends Portugal Future: 
“I Don’t Make Reckless Decisions”

Toronto: Portugal cap-
tain Cristiano Ronaldo has 
said he will decide on his 
international future only 
after the conclusion of the 
FIFA World Cup 2026, dis-
missing speculation over 
his retirement following 
Portugal’s victory over 
Croatia, according to FOX 
Sports. Speaking after Por-
tugal’s thrilling 2-1 win 
over Croatia in the Round 
of 32 on Thursday (local 
time), Ronaldo said he was 
focused solely on the tour-
nament and would take a 
decision on his future only 
after Portugal’s campaign 
comes to an end. ”I don’t 
make reckless decisions,” 

Ronaldo said after Portu-
gal’s win over Croatia on 
Thursday (local time), as 
quoted by FOX Sports ”I 
will decide after the tour-
nament, not now,” the 
41-year-old great added. 
During the clash, Ronaldo 
etched his name into the 
history books by becoming 
the oldest player to score in 
a FIFA World Cup knock-
out match. The 41-year-old 
reached the milestone at 
the age of 41 years and 147 
days, surpassing the pre-
vious record for the oldest 
goalscorer in a World Cup 
knockout fixture. Interest-
ingly, it is also the first-ever 
goal in Knockout matches 

for Al-Nassr captain Ron-
aldo, who is featuring in 
his record sixth FIFA World 
Cup. Ronaldo scored from 
the penalty spot in the 67th 
minute after a VAR review 
awarded Portugal a spot-
kick, cancelling out Ivan 
Perisic’s opener for Croatia 
and bringing Roberto Mar-
tinez’s side level. The leg-
endary footballer was also 
named Player of the Match 
for his superb performance 
throughout the match.

Portugal secured a dra-
matic 2-1 comeback victo-
ry over Croatia in the FIFA 
World Cup 2026 Round of 
32, with substitute Gonca-
lo Ramos heading home a 

stoppage-time winner to 
send Roberto Martinez’s 
side into the Round of 16. 
Croatia had taken the lead 
through Ivan Perisic, who 
became the country’s all-
time leading World Cup 
scorer, before Cristiano 
Ronaldo equalised from the 
penalty spot after a VAR 
review.

Croatia had two goals 
ruled out for offside, in-
cluding a late equaliser 
deep into stoppage time, 
as Portugal held on to set 
up an all-Iberian Round 
of 16 clash against Spain. 
The match also marked the 
end of Luka Modric’s po-
tential World Cup career. 
”From the information I 
have, he can say goodbye. 
Enjoy it while it lasts. It’s 
not today that he’s saying 
goodbye, but it’s soon,” 
Katia was quoted as say-
ing by FotMob. ”I believe 
this is his farewell. Enjoy 
it a lot. It will be difficult 
to find someone like him,” 
she added, as quoted by 
FotMob. Asked whether 
Ronaldo would retire after 
reaching the milestone of 
1,000 career goals, Katia 
clarified that she was refer-
ring specifically to his Por-
tugal career.”After 1,000 
goals? Yes, that’s some-
thing. 


