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High Commissioner Riaz Hamidullah: India-Bangladesh 
relations are natural and have a long history

Agartala, July 12: Md. 
Riaz Hamidullah, Bangla-
desh’s High Commissioner 
to India, characterized In-
dia-Bangladesh relations as 
“organic” and “absolutely 
natural” on Friday, stat-
ing that the two neighbors’ 
relationship is firmly an-
chored in history and peo-
ple-to-people ties that ex-
tend well beyond commerce 
and economic interaction. 

The two-day “Destina-
tion Tripura Business Con-
clave 2026” in Agartala 
was attended by prominent 
diplomats from over nine 
nations, including the Ban-
gladesh High Commission-
er to India.The Bangladesh 
High Commissioner to In-
dia told reporters that the 
two nations’ common histo-
ry, geography, and cultural 
affinities are reflected in the 
bilateral relationship, which 
is multisectoral and has ex-
isted since before indepen-
dence. ”Our relationships 
are natural and organic. 
They have persisted since 
the time before indepen-
dence and are multi-sec-
toral. 

The level of trade and eco-
nomic exchanges should not 
be the only way to gauge 
the two nations’ long-stand-
ing and profound relations, 
according to Hamidullah.
The extent of India-Bangla-
desh cooperation is practi-
cally infinite, he claimed.
The ambassador empha-

sized that both nations have 
tremendous prospects to 
further strengthen collabo-
ration in a variety of indus-
tries. “Our relations—the 
sky is the limit.”Regarding 
Bangladesh’s changing po-
litical landscape, Hamidul-
lah stated that all bilateral 
matters are either being dis-
cussed or would be handled 
with the new administration 
headed by Prime Minister 
Tarique Rahman. 

He stated that both nations 
are still dedicated to up-
holding communication and 
resolving matters of shared 
interest via recognized dip-
lomatic channels.

The High Commissioner 
emphasized the significance 

of cross-border social and 
cultural ties, pointing out 
that for generations, the peo-
ple of Bangladesh’s eastern 
regions—specifically, Syl-
het, Comilla, Noakhali, and 
Chattogram—have main-
tained regular and intimate 
contact with those of the 
neighboring northeastern 
and eastern Indian states.He 
pointed out that these en-
during interpersonal inter-
actions still provide a solid 
basis for enhancing bilateral 
ties.Hamidullah suggested 
holding a Bangladeshi film 
festival in Tripura to en-
courage more cross-cultural 
interaction, claiming that 
doing so would strength-
en the long-standing ties 

between the two nations’ 
citizens. In order to take in 
the breathtaking scenery of 
the Northeastern states, the 
High Commissioner flew 
from Delhi to Guwahati and 
then took the train to Agar-
tala.

He has been interacting 
with Tripura Chief Minister 
Manik Saha and other stake-
holders since Thursday, em-
phasizing the significance 
of growing collaboration 
in the cultural, economic, 
and people-centered do-
mains.In addition to the 
Chairperson of the North 
East Chapter of the Feder-
ation of Indian Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry 
(FICCI), senior diplomats 

from South Africa, Chile, 
Bangladesh, Timor-Leste, 
Laos, the Philippines, Ka-
zakhstan, and Uzbekistan, 
along with several hundred 
official delegates, attended 
the conclave, according to 
Kiran Gitte, Secretary of 
the Industry and Commerce 
Department. 

According to him, Tripura 
has seen a consistent influx 
of investments in a number 
of economic areas over the 
last several years.In order 
to establish more synergy, 
we have chosen to host a 
multi-sectoral Business 
Conclave this year, bringing 
all departments and organi-
zations together under one 
roof. Tripura’s reputation 

has expanded throughout 
the entire nation through 
commercial outreach and 
administrative activities, 
according to Gitte.Gitte 
stated that the administra-
tion had arranged four sig-
nificant roadshows in Ben-
galuru, Hyderabad, New 
Delhi, and Guwahati before 
to the conclave in order to 
draw investors to the state. 

Tripura Chief Minister, 
Union Minister for Devel-
opment of North Eastern 
Region (DoNER) Jyotira-
ditya Scindia, Union Min-
ister of Commerce and In-
dustry Piyush Goyal, and 
the state’s Industries and 
Commerce Minister Santa-
na Chakma, among others, 
spoke at the business con-
clave’s opening session on 
Thursday. 

On the first and second 
days of the conclave, a 
number of Memoranda of 
Understanding (MoUs) for 
investments in tourism, 
agarwood, rubber, food pro-
cessing, and other develop-
ing industries were inked.
In order to investigate in-
vestment potential in Tri-
pura, politicians, diplomats, 
investors, industry exec-
utives, and entrepreneurs 
from India and beyond have 
gathered for the two-day 
mega business conference, 
which is being held at the 
Hapania International Fair 
Ground on the outskirts of 
Agartala.

The Assam Budget’s tax breaks and subsidies 
are welcomed by the tea industry

Rio, the chief minister of Nagaland, reiterates 
his call for an early political solution

Kohima, July 12:  On July 11, the Ris-
ing People’s Party (RPP) officially merged 
with the ruling Naga People’s Front (NPF). 
Neiphiu Rio, the president of the NPF and 
chief minister of Nagaland, described the 
merger as a step towards greater Naga unity 
while reiterating that the party’s top priority 
is still resolving the long-standing Naga po-
litical issue.

At a program in Kohima, Rio welcomed the 
RPP leadership into the NPF, stating that the 
merger symbolized the unification of “peo-
ple, ideas, experiences and aspirations” for 
the greater good of the Naga people. ”The 
Naga political issue remains at the very top 
of the agenda of the Naga People’s Front 
and the People’s Democratic Alliance (PDA) 
government,” Rio said, adding that the party 
would continue to facilitate efforts to create 
a conducive environment for an early reso-
lution of the decades-old conflict.He said the 
Naga people had waited for generations for 
an “inclusive, honourable and acceptable” 
political settlement and assured that the NPF 
would continue working towards achieving 
the collective aspirations of the people.Em-
phasising the need for greater unity, Rio said 
Nagas remain divided by geographical and 
administrative boundaries across Nagaland, 
Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and 
Myanmar, but stressed that such boundaries 
could not erase their shared history or com-
mon identity.While acknowledging that the 
integration of Naga-inhabited areas may not 
be immediately possible under the present 
circumstances, the chief minister urged peo-
ple to work towards “emotional integration” 
by strengthening ties among Naga communi-
ties and fostering a shared sense of belonging. 
”It has always been the aspiration of the Naga 
people to come together as one family under 
one administrative umbrella,” he stated, add-
ing that although physical integration might 

not be possible right once, the goal shouldn’t 
be given up.Additionally, Rio urged Nagas 
in Manipur, where Assembly elections are 
scheduled, to support the NPF and endeav-
or to create a unified political platform that 
reflects Naga goals.He stated that politics 
should not only be about disagreements but 
also about reconciliation and creating hope 
for future generations, calling the merger a 
vital step toward unification.

The chief minister also reaffirmed the state 
government’s commitment to pursuing peace 
and development at the same time by enhanc-
ing rural livelihoods, employment opportu-
nities, healthcare, education, infrastructure, 
connectivity, and entrepreneurship while 
guaranteeing increased participation from 
women and young people. Referring to the 
NPF’s alliance with the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP), Rio said the partnership was aimed 
at securing an early political solution to the 
Naga issue and accelerating Nagaland’s de-
velopment, while safeguarding Naga identity, 
traditions and Christian values.

The Rising People’s Party, formed in Oc-
tober 2020 and registered with the Election 
Commission of India in June 2021, had posi-
tioned itself as a regional alternative focused 
on clean governance and electoral reforms. 
However, it failed to win any seat in the 2023 
Nagaland Assembly elections and currently 
has no representation in the 60-member As-
sembly or in urban local bodies. Before RPP 
president Joel Naga publicly announced the 
merger, NPF president emeritus and Chief 
Minister’s advisor Chingwang Konyak spoke 
to the audience.NPF secretary general and 
advisor Achumbemo Kikon formally an-
nounced the merger, and NPF working pres-
ident Pusazo Luruo swore in the new mem-
bers. A number of RPP figures, including Joel 
Naga, were given jobs in the NPF’s central 
organization after the merger.

Locals Accuse the Forest Department of Killing an 
Elderly Man in a Wild Elephant Attack in Nalbari

Nalbari , July 12:  A 65-year-old 
man lost his life in a sad human-el-
ephant fight on Thursday night in 
Katahkuchi village under the Nalbari 
Sadar police station in Assam’s Nal-
bari district. The event caused consid-
erable resentment among the people 
against the Forest Department.Anna 
Kalita, 65, has been identified as the 
deceased. Local sources claim that a 
group of individuals were unexpect-
edly attacked by a herd of wild ele- phants that had come into the area in 

quest of food. According to reports, 
three people were able to escape by 
jumping into a nearby river, while 
Anna Kalita was killed after being 
crushed by an elephant. One elephant 
in the herd was allegedly equipped 
with a GPS tracking collar, accord-
ing to locals, which raised concerns 
about whether prompt monitoring 
and preventative actions could have 
helped avert the tragedy. Regarding 
the GPS-collared elephant’s involve-

ment in the incident, an official com-
ment has not yet been released.Over 
the past few days, wild elephants 
have been often entering Katahkuchi 
and the surrounding areas, causing 
damage to crops, endangering locals, 
and instilling panic in the inhabitants. 
They said that no meaningful action 
was taken to stop such instances, 
even after they constantly informed 
the Forest Department about the ele-
phants’ frequent migration.

Guwahati, July 12: The 
Assam Budget 2026–2027’s 
subsidy, incentive, and tax 
relief measures have been 
applauded by tea planters, 
traders, and industry as-
sociations, who claim the 
plans will boost the state’s 
tea sector, increase its com-
petitiveness internationally, 
and improve the welfare of 
tea garden workers.Finance 
Minister Jayanta Malla 
Baruah announced a Rs 3 
per kg subsidy for premi-

um-quality, export-oriented 
Assam CTC tea during his 
first budget presentation. 
This is the first incentive of 
its kind for the industry. 

Additionally, he added 
premium Matcha tea to the 
program and raised the pro-
duction subsidy for orthodox 
and specialty tea from Rs 10 
per kg to Rs 15 per kg. The 
government suggested in-
creasing the yearly agricul-
tural income tax exemption 
level from Rs 2.5 lakh to 

Rs 10 lakh in order to help 
small tea growers. On April 
1, 2026, the agricultural in-
come tax will be reinstated 
for larger assessees, with 
the extra funds designated 
for the benefit of tea garden 
communities.The export 
subsidy, according to the 
Guwahati Tea Auction Buy-
ers Association (GTABA), 
is a historic effort that will 
boost Assam tea’s compet-
itiveness in global markets 
and improve price realiza-

tion along the value chain. 
The budget was also praised 
by the Tea Association of 
India (TAI), which said that 
the plans would greatly ad-
vance the sector. 

The group commended ef-
forts to improve healthcare, 
tea tourism, and infrastruc-
ture in tea garden areas, as 
well as the expansion of 
the Assam Tea Industries 
Special Incentives Scheme 
(ATISIS) and the lowering 
of VAT on piped natural gas.

To open up the premium organic sector, Arunachal 
Governor Parnaik advocates for a state tea policy

Itanagar, July 12:  To 
assist harness the state’s 
enormous potential for 
premium organic tea pro-
duction, Arunachal Pradesh 
Governor Lt Gen (Retd) K 
T Parnaik has advocated for 
a comprehensive state tea 
strategy and encouraged tea 
growers to establish a rep-
resentative corporation. Ad-
ditionally, he promised that 
the Tea Board and the state 
government would work 
together to strengthen the 
industry through improved 
market access, branding, fi-
nancial support, and quality 
certification.According to a 
statement released on Fri-
day, a delegation from the 
Arunachal Pradesh Small 
Tea Growers’ Association, 

led by its president Tadak 
Gab and general secretary 
Kapwang Arangham, vis-
ited the governor at Lok 
Bhawan on Thursday to 
talk about the state’s tea 
industry’s advancements, 
difficulties, and prospects. 
In addition to creating a 
state tea policy and offering 
a special support package 
for the tea-growing districts 
of Tirap, Changlang, and 
Longding, the delegation 
requested the governor’s 
approval for the establish-
ment of an organic certi-
fication facility and a tea 
auction center.According to 
Parnaik, Arunachal Pradesh 
has enormous potential to 
produce premium organic 
tea and can significantly 

support rural livelihoods, 
entrepreneurship, and sus-
tainable economic growth, 
especially in the foothill 
and eastern regions. He 
stressed the need for a vi-
brant and forward-looking 
State Tea Policy to ensure 
the sector’s sustainable 
growth.The Governor also 
advised tea growers to es-
tablish a representative 
corporation and approach 

the state government with 
a comprehensive proposal 
outlining their requirements 
and long-term vision.Ex-
pressing optimism about the 
future of the industry, the 
Governor said coordinated 
efforts by the Tea Board and 
the state government would 
enable tea growers to access 
financial assistance, quality 
certification, value addition 
opportunities, branding ini-

tiatives and wider market 
linkages. Such measures, 
Parnaik said, would im-
prove the competitiveness 
of Arunachal tea, enhance 
livelihoods and position 
the state as a recognised 
producer of premium tea. 
In order to give Arunachal 
tea a unique identity in both 
domestic and foreign mar-
kets, he also urged produc-
ers to concentrate on qual-
ity enhancement, organic 
farming, value addition, 
and branding. In order to 
increase market access and 
boost profitability, the gov-
ernor also suggested that 
the association make use of 
contemporary technology, 
digital marketing platforms, 
and e-commerce outlets.

On July 13, the Old Saraighat Bridge will remain blocked; 
Guwahati traffic diversions have been notified

Guwahati, July 12: Before the historic Saraighat Bridge over the Brahmaputra is repaired and restored, which will start on July 
13, 2026, the Guwahati Traffic Police has announced significant traffic diversions and limitations.The warning states that starting 
at 5 a.m. on July 13, the old bridge would be totally off-limits to all automobile traffic while the Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR) 
performs repairs that should take two months. The new Saraighat Bridge, which permits two-way traffic, will be used by all cars 
during this time. Heavy Motor Vehicles (HMVs), except passenger buses, travelling between Lower Assam and Upper Assam 
will be diverted via Baihata Chariali–Kaliabor Tiniali. In addition, commercial goods vehicles will not be allowed to enter or exit 
Guwahati through the new Saraighat Bridge between 6 am and 10 pm.Light Motor Vehicles (LMVs) travelling from Lower Assam 
towards Upper Assam through Guwahati will also be diverted to the new Saraighat Bridge instead of the old bridge. Vehicles trav-
elling from Guwahati towards Kamrup and Lower Assam will continue to use the new bridge as usual.The traffic police have ad-
vised commuters from Lower Assam to Upper Assam to consider using the Kumar Bhaskar Varma Setu as an alternative route and 
urged those travelling to the Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport to start their journey well in advance in anticipation 
of congestion. Additionally, during the repair time, parking on either side of the road between Jalukbari and the Saraighat Bridge 
is prohibited by the authorities. The rebuilt Saraighat Bridge will continue to be used by emergency vehicles such as fire tenders, 
ambulances, public buses, and other LMVs.The updated traffic laws will be in effect until July 31, 2026, at which point they will be 
reassessed and new guidelines will be released. In order to maintain smooth movement, commuters have been asked to adhere to 
lane discipline, avoid needless travel across the affected stretch wherever feasible, and cooperate with traffic officers.

In the Jeevan Suraksha Ponzi scheme case, the 
ED seizes assets worth Rs 5.54 crore

In Brief

Guwahati: In its investigation of the Jeevan Suraksha 
Group of Companies for a multi-crore Ponzi scheme, 
the Directorate of Enforcement (ED) has provision-
ally attached assets valued at approximately Rs 5.54 
crore under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA), 2002. This includes 22 real estate properties 
worth around Rs 4.11 crore and Rs 1.42 crore across 
48 bank accounts. The investigation was triggered by 
multiple FIRs from the Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI-ACB) and involved actions from the Assam CID 
and Serious Fraud Investigation Office (SFIO). The ED 
alleges that the group, operating through various com-
panies, ran schemes promising high returns without 
proper authorization, raising ₹403.63 crore from about 
6,88,192 investors while only repaying ₹132.72 crore. 

7 people have died from flooding in 
Arunachal after a woman’s body was found

Itanagar: Taw Ajini, a 43-year-old woman, was dis-
covered deceased in the Lichi region of Papum Pare dis-
trict, raising the total flood-related fatalities in Arunachal 
Pradesh to seven. She disappeared on June 24 after be-
ing swept away by a flash flood in Possa, Keyi Panyor 
district. Additionally, one person remains unaccounted 
for following the incident. A landslide at a Lohit district 
construction site claimed two laborers from Bihar. Re-
cent floods and landslides in West Kameng, Upper Sub-
ansiri, and Tirap districts have damaged homes, roads, 
and crops. The ongoing monsoon has impacted 94,201 
individuals across 333 villages in 26 districts. Agricul-
ture, forests, and public infrastructure, including roads, 
bridges, water supply systems, and various institutions, 
suffered significant damage. Currently, 252 individuals 
are housed in four relief camps in Keyi Panyor as rescue 
and relief operations continue. 

Himanta praises the Cachar variety
Guwahati: On July 11, Assam Chief Minister Himanta 

Biswa Sarma emphasized the quality of pineapples from 
the state, aiming to become India’s largest producer. He 
noted the distinct tart flavor of Cachar pineapples and 
the innovative “zero-waste circular farming model.” 
Currently the second-largest pineapple producer in In-
dia, Assam is focusing on value-added farming methods 
to enhance the horticultural sector and boost farmer in-
comes through improved practices and market access.
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Because KSU refuses to observe the Behdienkhlam 
holiday, the ICAR Director’s office is locked

Shillong, July 12: The 
Director of the Indian Coun-
cil of Agricultural Research 
(ICAR), Umiam, was locked 
out of his office on Thurs-
day by the Khasi Students’ 
Union (KSU), North Khasi 
Hills District, on the grounds 

that the official acted haugh-
tily and disrespectfully to-
ward a union delegation that 
had requested a holiday for 
workers to celebrate the na-
tive Behdienkhlam festival.
The union claims that rep-
resentatives from its Eastern 

Border Area and Umiam 
Circle went to the Direc-
tor’s office to ask that all 
ICAR employees be given 
a holiday in observance of 
the customary Behdienkh-
lam celebration. The KSU 
claimed that the Director 
responded haughtily and 
disregarded the delegation’s 
request, which resulted in 
a furious verbal alterca-
tion. Leaders of KSU North 
Khasi Hills District, includ-
ing Organizing Secretary 
Baiashanlang Kharshonlor 
and Assistant Secretary Ste-
venson Kharkhrang, went 

to the office to step in and 
have conversations as the 
situation worsened. The 
union asserted, however, 
that the Director continued 
to ignore its request and re-
mained unresponsive.Before 
shutting the director’s office 
in protest, KSU members 
demanded that staff leave 
the building due to alleged 
ongoing contempt for the 
organization.At the time this 
report was filed, the ICAR 
officials had not addressed 
the accusations, and their ac-
count of the occurrence was 
still pending.

EDP training program for recipients of the Chief 
Minister’s Atmanirbhar Asom Abhijan (CMAAA) 2.0
Kokrajhar, July 12: At Bineswar Brah-

ma Engineering College (BBEC), Kokra-
jhar, Kokrajhar District Commissioner 
Pankaj Chakravarty launched a month-
long Entrepreneurship Development Pro-
gramme (EDP) under the Chief Minister’s 
Atmanirbhar Asom Abhijan (CMAAA) 
2.0.The initiative was also launched at the 
District Industries and Commerce Center 
(DICC), Kokrajhar, by Assistant Commis-
sioner Subham Sinha. The District Admin-
istration, Kokrajhar, is working with the 
District Industries and Commerce Centre 
(DICC) to conduct the Entrepreneurship 
Development Programme, with BBEC 
acting as the Training Partner. Building on 
its successful implementation of CMAAA 
1.0, BBEC will collaborate with SeSTA, 
SELCO Foundation, and other partner 
organizations through the Sproutup Incu-

bation Council (SIC) to enhance the entre-
preneurial ecosystem in the BTC. Over the 
course of the month-long program, 3,196 
recipients from the Veterinary, Fisheries, 
Agriculture and Horticulture, Services, 
and other sectors will receive training in 
many batches.

Tibetan organizations in Shillong condemn Chinese 
policies and call for UN intervention on Tibet

Shillong, July 12: Shill-
ong-based Tibetan organi-
zations have demanded that 
the world community and 
the UN step in to address 
the human rights situation 
in Tibet, claiming that Chi-
nese government continues 
to restrict Tibetan identity, 
language, religion, and cul-
ture.The Regional Tibetan 
Women’s Association and 
the Regional Tibetan Youth 
Congress made the call in 
a combined press release 
on July 9.The organizations 
also honored Pawo Lobga 
Rangzen, a Tibetan man 
who allegedly  committed 
self-immolation on July 2 

close to the UN offices in 
New York. The organiza-
tions claim that the act was 
meant to raise awareness 
of the situation in Tibet on 
a global scale. The state-
ment alleged that Tibetans 
continue to face curbs on 
their political freedoms and 
human rights, claiming that 
decades of Chinese policies 
have placed the region’s 
cultural heritage under 
growing pressure.The or-
ganisations also criticised 
China’s Ethnic Unity and 
Progress Law, alleging that 
its implementation could 
further undermine Tibetan 
identity, language and cul-

tural traditions. They called 
on the UN, democratic 
countries, and international 
human rights organizations 
to keep a careful eye on Ti-
bet’s situation and take nec-
essary action. The statement 
also urged the international 
community and the Indian 
government to support ini-
tiatives to protect Tibetan 
culture, language, and re-
ligion.The report is predi-
cated on assertions made in 
the Tibetan organizations’ 
press release. At the time 
of publication, China has 
not yet responded to the 
accusations with an official 
statement.

Six people have died as a result of recent 
floods and landslides in Arunachal Pradesh

Raju Mesh, a Boko-Chaygaon MLA, brings up illegal 
logging and border issues in the Assam Assembly

Itanagar, July 12: In the 
last 24 hours, six districts 
in Arunachal Pradesh ex-
perienced fresh floods, 
landslides, and storms that 
damaged homes, roads, 
crops, and public infra-
structure. The State Emer-
gency Operation Centre 
(SEOC) reported that the 

state’s flood toll had in-
creased to six.Twenty oc-
currences, including flash 
floods, floods, landslides, 
storms, and heavy rain-
fall, were recorded by the 
SEOC in the districts of 
Keyi Panyor, Upper Siang, 
Tirap, Changlang, Papum 
Pare, and Upper Suban-

siri. A landslide at a con-
struction site in the Lohit 
district on Wednesday 
claimed the lives of two 
Bihar laborers and injured 
four more, while two ladies 
who were washed away in 
Keyi Panyor on June 24 
are still unaccounted for. 
94,201 individuals in 333 

villages spread across 26 
districts were still impact-
ed, according to the re-
port. Crops, forests, roads, 
bridges, water supply sys-
tems, electricity infrastruc-
ture, schools, hospitals, 
and hundreds of homes 
were all affected by floods 
and landslides. 252 people 
were still being housed in 
two relief camps in Keyi 
Panyor while rescue and 
relief efforts continued.On 
Thursday, the India Me-
teorological Department 
issued orange advisories 
for six districts, warning of 
thunderstorms, lightning, 
and severe to extremely 
heavy rains. It predicted 
that the weather would start 
to improve on Friday and 
continue to improve over 
the weekend.

Boko, July 12: Raju 
Mesh, a newly elected MLA 
from Boko-Chaygaon, ex-
posed the alleged negligence 
of Assam’s Forest Depart-
ment on Wednesday during 
the first budget session of 
the 16th Assam Legislative 
Assembly, which began on 
July 6. Mesh brought up the 
problem of widespread illicit 
logging in the Lampi region 
near the Assam-Meghalaya 
border and provided proof of 
extensive forest degradation 
that is still going unchecked 
in the West Kamrup Forest 
Division area.According to 
the MLA, on July 2, Lampi 
Village Headman Krishna 
Chetry told him about trucks 
with Meghalaya registration 
numbers that were illegally 
moving timber with the as-
sistance of dishonest busi-
nessmen. In response to this 
information, Mesh visited 
Lampi on July 3 with a num-

ber of officials, including 
Co-District Commission-
er Priyanshu Bharadwaj, 
Boko Revenue Circle Offi-
cer Krishna Arjun Barman, 
RHAC Executive Member 
Arjun Chetry, and others. 
They were horrified to see 
trees being hacked down and 
smuggled across the border 
by vehicles and unidentified 
persons from Meghalaya. 
When questioned, the head 
of the Lampi police outpost 
acknowledged that these ac-
tions had been carried out in 
the name of the contested 
interstate border region for 
a considerable amount of 
time. He stated that the main 
cause of police inaction was 
a shortage of patrolling cars. 
Mesh called on the minister 
of forests to act quickly to 
stop the threat. Locals have 
long accused the Forest De-
partment of being careless, 
pointing out that illegal log-

ging persists on a regular 
basis even though the West 
Kamrup Forest Division has 
several forest offices, battal-
ions, and protection areas. 
For years, valuable timber 
like teak and sal has been 
smuggled out with no ef-
fective protections in place. 
The Meghalaya government 
has also been urged by con-
scious groups to preserve 
the forests. The locals in 
the Lampi area claimed that 
forest destroyers are crim-
inals and cannot be affiliat-

ed with any state, and that 
only by taking appropriate 
action against these criminal 
groups will future genera-
tions be able to exist.Mesh 
also expressed concern that 
the lack of land records was 
preventing Lampi locals 
from participating in gov-
ernment programs. He urged 
the Assam government to 
offer mobile towers for im-
proved connection, safe 
drinking water, land pattas, 
and transportation services 
like a bus service.

The chief minister of Tripura praises timely taxpayers and 
introduces new digital systems to increase transparency
Agartala, July 12: Dr. Manik Saha, 

the chief minister of Tripura, praised tax-
payers who pay their taxes on time as re-
sponsible citizens and stated that they are 
essential to the state’s economic growth.
He made this statement at Pragya Bhavan 
in Agartala, where the Tripura State Tax 
Department was celebrating its golden 
jubilee. 

By pressing a button, he also public-
ly introduced the TRUESIP App, the 
Excise Connect digital systems, and 
the Tripura Integrated Network for En-
forcement Tracking and Risk Analytics 
(TRINETRA).He described the day as a 
“historic” turning point in the State Tax 
Department’s illustrious 50-year history 
and stated that the state government is 
committed to creating a more techno-
logically advanced, transparent, and re-
sponsible tax system in the days ahead. 

He said it is really admirable that five 
apps have been released to use digital 
technology to make the tax system more 
straightforward, clear, and user-friendly. 
He expressed the hope that this will make 
it easier and faster for taxpayers to pay 
their taxes.

According to him, the primary driver of 

the state’s economic growth is the prompt 
collaboration of taxpayers.He recalled 
the last 50 years, saying that in addition 
to collecting taxes, the Tax Department 
has been crucial in carrying out a num-
ber of public welfare programs, such as 
development, infrastructure building, ed-
ucation, and health initiatives.

8-year-old girl abducted, 
raped, murdered in Assam
Guwahati, July 12: A 

teenage boy allegedly ab-
ducted, raped, and killed 
an eight-year-old girl 
at Madanmohan in As-
sam’s Sribhumi district on 
Wednesday, police said on 
Thursday, adding that lo-
cals thrashed the accused 
before handing him over 
to them.Additional police 
superintendent Tribhuvan 
Bhuyan said the accused 
went around looking for 
the girl when she was miss-
ing, pretending that he did 
not know anything about 
the incident. “He was seen 
pillion riding with the vic-
tim’s father when the fam-
ily was searching for her. 
Later, he said that the girl’s 
father allegedly tortured 
him, and to avenge, he did 
it.”Bhuyan said the ac-
cused initially managed to 
flee, but the police nabbed 
him. He has confessed to 
killing the girl but denied 
the rape allegations. “The 
body has been sent for a 
postmortem, and once we 
get the report, things will 
be clearer.”Bhuyan said 
the girl’s family told the 
police that she had stepped 
out to play when the ac-
cused, who was known to 
her, took her to a jungle. 
Her body was later found at 
the same place. “He stran-
gulated her first by hand 

and later used her frock. 
The girl’s family said that 
he raped her before killing, 
but it has to be ascertained 
with a medical examination 
yet,” he said.Police said 
the boy has been booked 
under the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita’s sections 103(1) 
(murder), 141 (abduction), 
65(2) (raping a girl under 
12) and the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act.Police 
said that the accused claims 
to be under 18 and that the 
claim was being examined. 
“Once we ascertain the age, 
we will produce him before 
the court,” said a second of-
ficer.Hundreds took to the 
streets and blocked roads in 
protest against the incident. 
The roads were cleared 
after top police officers 
intervened. The protesters 
said that the incident raised 
questions over the safety of 
children and demanded ex-
emplary punishment.

Guwahati, July 12: Fresh floods and landslides triggered by 
incessant rainfall have caused widespread damage to houses, 
roads, agricultural land and public infrastructure across several 
districts of Arunachal Pradesh, even as the India Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD) has forecast a gradual decline in rain-
fall from July 10.According to the State Emergency Operation 
Centre (SEOC), fresh incidents were reported during the past 24 
hours from Keyi Panyor, Upper Siang, Tirap, Changlang, Pap-
um Pare and Upper Subansiri districts.The IMD has issued an 
Orange Alert for Shi Yomi, Siang, East Siang, Lower Dibang 
Valley, Lohit and Longding districts, warning of heavy to very 
heavy rainfall accompanied by thunderstorms and lightning. 
From Friday, the weather is expected to improve gradually, with 
Orange Alerts remaining only for Papum Pare, Lower Dibang 
Valley and Tirap districts. Most parts of the state are likely to be 

free from weather warnings by Saturday, although eastern and 
foothill districts will remain under Yellow Alert until Monday.
The latest spell of rain affected several villages, including Yin-
gkiong in Upper Siang, Khonsa and Kheti in Tirap, numerous 
villages in Changlang, Papum Pare and Upper Subansiri dis-
tricts, causing fresh damage to homes, roads and agricultural 
fields.Over the past two weeks, Arunachal Pradesh has wit-
nessed extensive destruction due to floods and landslides. Six 
people have lost their lives in rain-related incidents. On Wednes-
day, two labourers from Bihar were killed after a landslide hit a 
construction site in Lohit district. Two women who were swept 
away by flash floods in Keyi Panyor on June 24 remain missing 
despite ongoing search operations. Earlier, three people died in 
flash floods at Possa in Keyi Panyor, while another person was 
killed in a landslide at Sarti village in Anjaw district.According 

to the SEOC, 94,201 people across 333 villages in 237 circles 
covering 26 districts have been affected by floods and landslides 
across the state.The disaster has severely impacted agriculture, 
with 334.2 hectares of crop area damaged, including 185.5 
hectares of horticulture land and 148.7 hectares of agricultur-
al fields. Nearly 1,010 hectares of forest area have also been 
affected.Public infrastructure has suffered extensive damage, 
including 131 roads, 19 bridges, 21 culverts, 191 water supply 
systems, 58 government buildings, 21 power lines, 224 electric 
poles, four hydel projects, seven retaining walls, seven flood 
protection walls, two hospitals and three schools. Hundreds of 
houses have also been damaged.Relief and restoration work is 
continuing across the affected areas. Two relief camps remain 
operational in Keyi Panyor district, where 252 displaced people 
are currently taking shelter.

Fresh Floods, Landslides Batter Arunachal; Over 
94,000 People Affected Across 26 Districts

Tovihoto, DC Review Dimapur Railway Station Works, 
Assure Solution to Road Connectivity Issues

Dimapur, July 12:  Advisor for Tribal Affairs 
and Elections Tovihoto H. Ayemi, accompanied 
by Dimapur Deputy Commissioner Dr. Tinojong-
shi Chang, inspected the ongoing redevelopment 
of Dimapur Railway Station on Thursday amid 
growing concerns from residents over disrupted 
road connectivity caused by the project.The vis-
it followed representations from several colonies 
affected by the construction work under the Amrit 
Bharat Station Scheme (ABSS). Addressing the 
media after the inspection, Ayemi said the purpose 
of the visit was to assess the progress of the project 
and address public grievances arising from the re-
development.While expressing satisfaction that Di-
mapur Railway Station had been selected for mod-
ernisation under the ABSS, Ayemi acknowledged 
that construction activities had inconvenienced 
nearby residents. He said the issue had been taken 

up with railway authorities and assured that discus-
sions with the district administration would contin-
ue to find a practical solution.Several residential 
areas, including SM Colony, KK Colony, Vilhume 
Colony, Netaji Colony and Medical Colony, have 
been affected after their existing access roads were 
blocked or disconnected during the construction. 
Residents have demanded a permanent alternative 
route, saying the earlier road had served the area 
for decades.Ayemi said the district administration 
and railway authorities had jointly inspected the 
affected locations after receiving petitions from 
residents. He assured that the matter would be re-
solved through consultations with all stakeholders 
and expressed hope that the redevelopment project 
would be completed at the earliest. He also stated 
that the administration and police would maintain 
close surveillance around the station to prevent il-

legal activities.Deputy Commissioner Dr. Chang 
said a temporary road had already been opened to 
facilitate movement, but stressed that a permanent 
and technically viable solution was necessary, par-
ticularly in view of recurring monsoon flooding. 
He said railway authorities had not opposed the 
construction of an alternative road and that dis-
cussions were continuing regarding its alignment 
and measurements.The Deputy Commissioner also 
informed that land-related issues involving patta 
holders were being examined by a High-Powered 
Committee, after which appropriate action would 
be taken. Referring to reports of alleged extortion 
or obstruction at the project site, he said no formal 
complaints had been received and construction 
work was progressing without interruption.Resi-
dents reiterated their demand for permanent con-
nectivity during the inspection. 

Dimapur, July 12:  The Common Service 
Centre (CSC) District Village Level Entrepre-
neur Cooperative Society Ltd. for Dimapur, 
Niuland and Chümoukedima has cautioned 
students, parents and educational institutions 
against misinformation and unethical practic-
es in the submission of National Scholarship 
Portal (NSP) applications. In a public notice, 
the society said it had received complaints that 
some individuals were falsely claiming NSP 
applications must be submitted only through 
specific persons or offices, warning that appli-
cations filed elsewhere would be rejected or 
delayed. 

The society clarified that, according to the 
District Education Office (DEO), no private 
individual has been authorised to exclusively 
collect or process scholarship applications. It 

said the district nodal office is responsible only 
for verifying applications as per government 
guidelines, while students are free to apply 
through any authorised CSC or other legitimate 
service provider. CSC also advised applicants 
to obtain genuine income certificates from the 
competent authority and warned that submis-
sion of forged documents could result in rejec-
tion of applications and legal action.

The society further stated that strict action 
would be taken against anyone found falsely 
claiming government authorisation, misusing 
the names of the DEO or district nodal office, 
or coercing students and institutions during the 
scholarship application process. It urged the 
public to remain vigilant and ensure the pro-
cess remains transparent and free from misin-
formation.

CSC Warns Against False Claims 
Over Scholarship Applications
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In a drug seizure case, the brother of the 
Madhya Pradesh Congress chief is detained
New Delhi, July 12: In connection with the 

case, Indore Police detained two people on 
Thursday, including Nana Patwari, the younger 
brother of Madhya Pradesh Congress chairman 
Jitu Patwari. They also arrested two males and 
confiscated around 11 grams of brown sugar.
The Congress leader accused the ruling BJP 
of engaging in retaliatory politics and asserted 
that it was a fabricated case.The investigation 
into technological and financial evidence is 
still ongoing, but the two detained people were 
freed late Thursday night after being ques-
tioned and preliminary evidence was gathered, 
according to an official. ”The Rajendra Nagar 
police arrested Irfan Khan alias Golu Chanderi 
and Sanjay Kaushal alias Ronnie Bhai based 
on a credible information from an informant,” 
Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP) Na-
rendra Rawat informed reporters. They were 
found in possession of an SUV and 10.8 grams 
of brown sugar.According to him, a FIR was 
filed in relation to the drug’s seizure under the 
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 
(NDPS) Act. According to the DCP, the two 
accused were initially questioned and it was 
discovered that they intended to deliver the 
brown sugar shipment to two people, Manav 
Gangwani and Nana Patwari, also known as 
Kulbhushan Patwari.“Nana and Gangwani 
were detained and questioned,” he stated. 
They were freed and given to their attorney 
after preliminary evidence about their ties 

to the arrested suspects and other leads was 
gathered.” When questioned about Nana Pat-
wari’s involvement in the case, he stated that 
the inquiry showed that he was the subject of 
an earlier NDPS Act case at the Vijay Nagar 
police station and that there was proof of his 
correspondence with Irfan Khan, the primary 
accused. The police are investigating technical 
evidence, conversation records, and financial 
transactions related to a drug network case. 
Nana Patwari and Gangwani may face further 
questioning. Rawat confirmed ongoing inves-
tigations, with potential legal action against 
other implicated individuals. Nana Patwari has 
nine criminal cases against him, while informa-
tion is being gathered on others involved. Jitu 
Patwari, state Congress president, accused the 
ruling BJP of political vendetta, claiming his 
brother’s detention is part of a strategy to sup-
press dissent against the government. He stated 
that Congress will resist such legal intimidation 
and fight back with increased determination.

The monsoon accelerates despite El Nino, 
and a week’s worth of rainfall deficit

New Delhi, July 12: Despite concerns about El Nino’s impact on the Southwest Monsoon, 
recent rainfall has surged, leading to a significant reduction in the national rainfall deficit from 
38% to 15% in just one week. Mumbai, Pune, and numerous regions in Maharashtra experienced 
record rains, with the Colaba area receiving 1383.8 mm and Santacruz 1530.2 mm between June 
1 and July 8, 2026, surpassing average levels by 78.4% and 94.4%, respectively. Improvements 
in rainfall conditions were observed not only in Maharashtra but also in Gujarat, Konkan, Goa, 
Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, and Odisha. Notably, the India Meteorological Department had pre-
viously reported a 38% deficit nationwide from June 1 to July 1, 2026, which decreased by 23% 
due to intensified monsoon activity. KJ Ramesh, a prominent meteorologist, explained that El 
Nino does not uniformly influence monsoon rainfall. The current warming of the Equatorial Indi-
an Ocean and Arabian Sea has mitigated its effects during this active monsoon phase. Additionally, 
a Western Disturbance led to the development of a Mid-Tropospheric Cyclone, promoting benefi-
cial rainfall across several states. These meteorological phenomena have collaboratively offset El 
Nino’s potential deficits, contributing to the rapid closure of the rainfall deficit.

Delhi intends to boost connection in crowded areas 
by introducing seven-seater electric vehicles

New Delhi, July 12: In 
order to increase last-mile 
connection choices in places 
where traditional buses can-
not operate, the Delhi gov-
ernment is investigating a 
plan to introduce seven-seat-
er electric vans, similar to 
the Gramin Sewa network, 
according to transport de-
partment officials on Thurs-
day.The government intends 
to engage interested oper-
ators and electric vehicle 
(EV) manufacturers to rec-
ommend the make and mod-
el of vehicles appropriate for 
the purpose, according to the 
details revealed. The idea is 
now in its basic stage.For 
last-mile connection, we are 
investigating an EV-based 
shared mobility model akin 
to Gramin Sewa. The goal is 
to provide reasonably priced 
shared transportation by in-
troducing compact electric 
cars that can drive in tight 
spaces. Stakeholders will 
be allowed to recommend 

appropriate models while 
the vehicle requirements 
are still being finalized, ac-
cording to an official.The 
official stated that either the 
government or private oper-
ators with government cer-
tification might operate the 
cars. Instead of being point-
to-point taxis, the proposed 
vehicles would serve as a 
feeder service with several 
pick-and-drop locations, and 
their fares would be cheap-

er than those of the current 
shared public transportation 
service.The service’s goal 
is to close the connectivi-
ty gap between residential 
neighborhoods, main bus 
lines, and Metro stations, 
especially in heavily popu-
lated areas with small roads, 
unauthorized colonies, and 
village clusters. ”The elec-
trification of paratransit is an 
important step because these 
services play a vital role in 

urban mobility, providing 
first-, last-, and even main-
mile connectivity in areas 
where conventional buses 
cannot operate efficiently,” 
stated Amit Bhatt, head of 
the International Council 
on Clean Transportation 
(ICCT) in India.Electric 
seven-seater vehicles can 
lower local pollution while 
increasing access to reason-
ably priced transportation.
By establishing a structured 

permit-based feeder service 
to control and cap the num-
ber of e-rickshaws, officials 
stated that the project is 
also anticipated to slow the 
rapid proliferation of e-rick-
shaws around Delhi. How-
ever, before the plan can be 
implemented, the current 
commercial vehicle permit 
requirements would need to 
be changed.

The plan expands upon 
the government’s larger 
initiatives to improve last-
mile connectivity. Under 
the DEVi (Delhi EV Inter-
connector) initiative, Delhi 
has been growing its fleet 
of electric feeder buses and 
has suggested introducing 
smaller seven-meter electric 
buses for crowded areas.Ad-
ditionally, it is in line with 
the government’s newly an-
nounced EV Policy 2026, 
which aims to expedite the 
shift to electric mobility 
in both public and private 
transportation.

Class 8 student dies by suicide at home, 
and family claims school harassment

 Bengaluru, July 12: A Class 8 student allegedly committed suicide on Wednesday night at 
her house in Marasuru Madivala village, Anekal taluk, on the outskirts of Bengaluru, with her 
family saying that she was disturbed after being “tortured” and “harassed” by school officials.
The girl, Madhushree, attended Marasuru Government Higher Primary School. According to 
the authorities, the event occurred on Thursday morning when family members discovered 
her body in her chamber.Police said Madhushree left behind a handwritten note in which she 
said she was chastised by a teacher for failing to complete her homework and was fined Rs 
20. She further alleged that she was threatened to be issued a Transfer Certificate. This, the 
note claims, left her emotionally distressed, which led her to take her own life. A complaint 
of unnatural death has been reported to the Suryanagar Police Station, and an investigation 
is ongoing.Girija, Madhushree’s mother, has also reported harassment by teaching personnel 
against her daughter.It appears like the teachers have been tormenting her. I don’t know their 
names. She missed school for one day. She didn’t tell anyone what happened at school. “She 
could have told her sister, but I was unaware of it,” Madhushree’s mother stated.

SC Examines Legal Question on Arrest Memo Error 
in Meghalaya Honeymoon Murder Case

New Delhi, July 12: The 
Supreme Court on Thursday 
indicated that it may refer to 
a larger Bench an important 
legal question concerning 
whether a typographical er-
ror in an arrest memo can 
invalidate an arrest and 
serve as sufficient grounds 
for granting bail.The obser-
vation came while a Bench 
of Justices Manoj Misra and 
Shree Chandrashekhar heard 
the Meghalaya government’s 
appeal against the bail grant-
ed to Sonam Raghuvanshi, 
who is accused of conspir-
ing to murder her husband 
during their honeymoon in 
Meghalaya. The Bench said 
it would also examine wheth-
er the Meghalaya High Court 
was justified in upholding 
the bail order solely because 
the arrest memo cited an in-
correct statutory provision. 
Appearing for the Megha-
laya government, Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta ar-
gued that the mistake in the 

arrest memo was merely a 
clerical error and should not 
outweigh the gravity of the 
allegations against the ac-
cused. Mehta submitted that 
the investigating agency had 
supplied the grounds of arrest 
to the accused and contended 
that a technical error in men-
tioning the relevant section 
of law should not become 
the basis for granting bail 

in a serious criminal case. 
The Meghalaya High Court 
had earlier upheld the trial 
court’s decision to grant bail 
after observing that the arrest 
memo referred to Section 
403 instead of Section 103(1) 
of the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS), the provision 
dealing with the offence of 
murder. The High Court de-
scribed the error as reflecting 

a “total non-application of 
judicious mind” while pre-
paring the arrest documents. 
During the hearing, the Su-
preme Court noted that there 
were differing judicial views 
on the requirement of fur-
nishing written grounds of 
arrest and observed that the 
legal position may require 
authoritative clarification by 
a larger Bench. Justice Misra 

remarked that if the technical 
ground relied upon by the 
High Court was ultimately 
found to be unsustainable, 
the basis for granting bail 
could also fall. The Bench di-
rected the Meghalaya Police 
to produce legible copies of 
the original documents pro-
vided to the accused at the 
time of arrest to determine 
exactly what information had 
been communicated. Accord-
ing to the prosecution, So-
nam Raghuvanshi allegedly 
conspired with hired assail-
ants to murder her husband, 
Raja Raghuvanshi, during 
their honeymoon in Megha-
laya for financial gain. The 
couple had gone missing in 
Sohra in May last year, and 
Raja’s body was later recov-
ered from a deep gorge. The 
Supreme Court will continue 
hearing the matter while de-
ciding the broader legal issue 
concerning the validity of ar-
rest memos containing cleri-
cal or typographical errors.

Over 80 Families Evacuated as Floods and 
Landslides Disrupt Life in Mizoram

Aizawl, July 12: More than 80 fam-
ilies have been evacuated to safer loca-
tions after the Khawthlangtuipui river 
overflowed in Mizoram’s Lunglei dis-
trict following days of incessant rainfall, 
while landslides and rockfalls at several 
locations have disrupted road connectiv-
ity and normal life across the state, offi-
cials said on Friday. The flooding was 
triggered by continuous heavy rain over 
the past week in Lunglei district, which 
shares a border with Bangladesh. Offi-
cials said rising water levels inundated 
several low-lying areas, prompting au-
thorities to shift affected residents to saf-
er places. In Tlabung town, located near 
the India-Bangladesh border, 42 families 
were evacuated after their houses were 
either fully or partially submerged by 
floodwaters from the swollen Khaw-
thlangtuipui river. Another 40 families 
from Tipperaghat village under Tlabung 
sub-division were also moved to safer lo-
cations as floodwaters entered residential 

areas. Apart from flooding, the state has 
witnessed widespread rain-related dam-
age. According to officials, landslides, 
rockfalls and other weather-related in-
cidents have been reported from more 
than 29 locations across Mizoram. No 
casualties or injuries have been reported 
so far. The heavy rainfall has severely af-
fected road connectivity. National High-
way 54 remains blocked after a massive 
landslide near Bualte village in Lunglei 
district. Several tourists have reportedly 
been stranded in the area for the past four 
days due to the road closure. The land-

slide has also cut off the southern districts 
of Lawngtlai and Siaha from the rest of 
Mizoram, disrupting the movement of 
people and essential supplies. Another 
major disruption has been reported on 
the Aizawl-Thenzawl-Lunglei highway, 
where a massive rockfall and landslide 
near Ngaizel on the southern outskirts of 
Aizawl has blocked traffic. State Disaster 
Management and Rehabilitation Min-
ister Lalnilawma has urged residents to 
remain vigilant as heavy rain continues 
to trigger landslides and flooding in dif-
ferent parts of the state. During a visit to 
the landslide-hit Ngaizel area on Thurs-
day, the minister reviewed the situation 
and interacted with affected families. 
He assured residents that financial assis-
tance and other relief measures would be 
provided promptly and transparently in 
accordance with government rules. Au-
thorities are continuing restoration work 
and closely monitoring vulnerable areas 
as rainfall persists across Mizoram.

NIA Chargesheets Six Separatist Leaders 
in 1996 Srinagar Violence Case

Srinagar, July 12: The Nation-
al Investigation Agency (NIA) has 
filed a chargesheet against six senior 
Kashmiri separatist leaders, includ-
ing Shabir Ahmad Shah and former 
Hurriyat Conference chairman Syed 
Ali Shah Geelani, in connection with 
a 1996 case involving mob violence 
and firing on police personnel in Sri-
nagar. The chargesheet, submitted 
before the NIA Special Court in Jam-
mu on Friday, also names Abdul Gani 
Lone, Mohammad Yaqoob Wakeel 
alias Mohammad Yaqoob Vakil, Sha-
keel Ahmad Bakshi and former mil-
itant commander Javid Ahmad Mir. 
Of the six accused, Geelani, Lone 
and Wakeel have since passed away. 

According to the NIA, the accused 
have been booked under relevant pro-
visions of the erstwhile Ranbir Penal 
Code for criminal conspiracy, attempt 
to murder, rioting and assault on pub-
lic servants, along with Section 13 of 
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act. The agency alleged that the six 
leaders led an unlawful assembly and 
instigated violence during the funeral 
procession of slain militant Hilal Ah-
mad Beigh at Naaz Crossing in Sri-
nagar on July 17, 1996. The investi-
gation found that armed militants had 
mingled with the funeral procession 
and allegedly opened indiscriminate 
fire at police personnel, injuring sev-
eral officers. Government vehicles 

were also damaged during heavy 
stone-pelting by the mob. According 
to the chargesheet, the accused raised 
anti-India, pro-Pakistan and seces-
sionist slogans, delivered inflamma-
tory speeches and encouraged armed 
struggle, with the procession alleged-
ly being used to mobilise public sup-
port for separatist activities and pro-
voke violence against security forces. 
The case was originally registered at 
Shergarhi Police Station in Srinagar 
on the day of the incident. The NIA 
took over the investigation in April 
2026 on the directions of the Minis-
try of Home Affairs. The agency said 
further investigation into the case is 
continuing.

Supreme Court Orders Removal of Litigant 
for Abusive Conduct During Hearing

New Delhi, July 12: NEW DELHI, 
July 10: Proceedings in the Supreme 
Court were briefly disrupted on Friday af-
ter a litigant appearing in person alleged-
ly abused judges, created a disturbance in 
the courtroom and was forcibly removed 
by security personnel during the hearing 
of his petition challenging an order of 
the Allahabad High Court. The incident 
took place before a partial working day 
bench comprising Justices K.V. Viswa-
nathan and Alok Aradhe. According to 
court proceedings, the litigant, who ap-
peared without legal representation and 
was dressed in a black coat but without 
a lawyer’s band, adopted a confrontation-
al tone as soon as the matter was called. 
Addressing the bench, he reportedly said, 
“Mr judicial servant. I order you to or-
der the registration of an FIR against the 
ACP, Lucknow.” The unusual remark 
prompted an immediate response from 
Justice Viswanathan, who asked, “You 
are ordering me? You are ordering us?” 
expressing surprise at the litigant’s man-

ner of addressing the court. Rather than 
responding to the court’s observation, the 
litigant allegedly stated, “That is all from 
my side. Everything is on record,” before 
hurling an abusive remark at the bench. 
He then allegedly threw the papers relat-
ed to his case into the air, disrupting the 
court proceedings and drawing the atten-
tion of court staff and security personnel. 
Security officials stationed inside the 
courtroom immediately intervened, re-
strained the litigant and escorted him out, 
allowing the hearing to resume without 
further interruption. The petition before 
the court related to the litigant’s challenge 
against an order passed by the Allahabad 
High Court. However, the hearing could 
not proceed in the normal course due to 
the disruption. The Supreme Court main-
tains strict courtroom decorum, and par-
ties appearing either through advocates 
or in person are expected to conduct 
themselves respectfully while presenting 
their submissions before the bench. As 
of Friday, no immediate order concern-

ing the litigant’s conduct or any possible 
contempt proceedings had been passed 
in open court. It also remained unclear 
whether any further action would be ini-
tiated over the alleged misconduct. The 
brief disruption drew attention because 
such incidents are uncommon in the apex 
court, where courtroom proceedings are 
generally conducted with strict adherence 
to judicial protocol and established rules 
of decorum. Court proceedings resumed 
shortly after the litigant was removed, 
and the bench continued hearing the re-
maining matters listed for the day.

House falls in Tehri Garhwal as heavy rain 
causes landslide worries in Uttarakhand

Dehradun, July 12: The monsoon continues to pummel nu-
merous sections of India, with torrential rain interrupting regular 
living in both mountainous and plain areas. Flooded highways, 
overflowing rivers, and landslides have been recorded in several 
states, and new images from Uttarakhand have underscored the 
mounting risk presented by the relentless rain.  

The structures toppled in seconds, causing terror across the 
region. Fortunately, no one was inside either structure when the 
incident happened, averting a huge catastrophe. Following the 
incident, local authorities rushed to the spot and began assessing 
the damage. Officials said continuous rainfall has significantly 
increased the risk of landslides across several mountainous re-
gions of Uttarakhand.

In recent days, reports of hill slopes giving way, roads devel-
oping cracks and buildings suffering structural damage have 
emerged from different parts of the state, raising concerns 
among residents and tourists alike. Meanwhile, heavy rainfall 

since Wednesday night has brought the Delhi-National Capital 
Region (NCR) to a standstill, with widespread waterlogging and 
massive traffic snarls reported across the national capital and its 
satellite cities on Thursday morning. While the rain has brought 
down temperatures, it has resulted in a chaotic morning for 
thousands of daily commuters. Local administration and traffic 
police in Delhi, Noida, and Ghaziabad have been deployed to 
manage the flow of vehicles, but the uninterrupted rain contin-
ues to hamper relief efforts. 

The administration has urged people to avoid unnecessary 
travel during periods of heavy rainfall and to stay away from 
landslide-prone areas. People have also been advised to strictly 
follow weather alerts and official advisories issued by the au-
thorities. An alert remains in place across the state’s hill districts, 
with officials closely monitoring the evolving weather situation. 
Experts say prolonged rainfall saturates the soil, making slopes 
unstable and significantly increasing the chances of landslides. 
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The Strength of an 
Informed Citizen 

Democracy relies not only on elections but also on informed 
citizens. People who understand public policies, local is-
sues, and civic responsibilities are better equipped to partic-
ipate in decision-making and hold institutions accountable. 
In an age of misinformation and information overload, ver-
ifying facts has become as important as accessing them. 
An informed citizen asks questions, evaluates evidence, 
and engages constructively rather than reacting impulsively. 
The quality of public debate ultimately depends on the quality 
of public understanding. A well-informed society is one of de-
mocracy’s greatest strengths.

India’s handling of the energy 
situation amid the US-Iran conflict

The prime min-
ister, Narendra 
Modi, recently 
lauded his gov-

ernment’s handling of the 
energy crisis caused by the 
Iran war. This appears to in-
dicate increasing confidence 
among Indian leaders that 
the worst repercussions of 
the still-simmering conflict 
have passed. If this is the 
case, the current situation 
calls for a thorough evalu-
ation of how successfully 
or poorly the Modi govern-
ment handled the recent up-
heaval. The answer, predict-
ably, is not black and white. 
While it may look unseemly 
to brag, the prime minister 
is correct in asserting that 
India fared better than most 
other countries during the 
energy shortages caused by 
the United States and Isra-
el’s war on Iran. It success-
fully obtained waivers for 
the purchase of Russian oil, 

purchased some Iranian oil 
that was also exempt from 
otherwise strict US sanc-
tions, and quickly turned 
to sources of crude that it 
had either ignored for years 
or never seriously consid-
ered — importing massive 
amounts of oil from Vene-
zuela and Brazil. To be sure, 
all of this still left India well 
short of the supplies it need-
ed, and Indian customers 
have had to pay significant-
ly more than they previous-
ly did for petrol and LPG 
cylinders. Nevertheless, 
India was nimble in search-
ing for and securing what-
ever alternative sources it 
could find, and credit must 
be given where it is due. 
However, scrutiny must be 
accepted where it is due. By 
refusing to condemn Iran’s 
Supreme Leader’s assassi-
nation in a joint US-Israel 
strike on February 28 and 
then sending a relatively 

low-profile delegation to his 
funeral last week, the Indian 
government reinforced per-
ceptions in the Middle East 
and beyond that it is firmly 
in Israel’s camp. Further-
more, when US Vice Pres-
ident J.D. Vance cautioned 
Israeli authorities that their 
country is becoming in-
creasingly isolated abroad, 
Israel’s Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu cited 
India as a source of assis-
tance. By enabling the US 
to kill Indian sailors in the 
Strait of Hormuz with only 
a verbal rebuke, India has 
undermined its position in 
a world where might makes 
right. This is critical for 
both the Iran war, which is 
currently paused, and In-
dian diplomacy in general. 
The administration must 
learn from its successes 
and failures if India is to be 
better prepared for the next 
crisis.

A cashless economy is 
not yet ready for India

Policymakers anxious to announce the arrival 
of a cashless economy should learn from the 
one rupee coin’s prolonged supremacy in In-
dia. Despite the remarkable expansion of UPI 
and other digital payment services, the one ru-
pee coin still makes up about two-fifths of all 
coins in circulation, according to the Reserve 
Bank of India’s most recent annual report. This 
is neither coincidental nor illogical; rather, it is 
a reflection of the practical needs of an econo-
my where cash continues to be the most wide-
ly available medium of exchange and precise 
change is still necessary for millions of transac-
tions. Because the expense of minting low-val-
ue coins exceeds their face value—it costs Rs 
1.11 to mint a one rupee coin—and because 
digital payments have eliminated the need for 
physical currency, governments in many parts 
of the world are eliminating low-value curren-
cies. A number of Eurozone nations have done 
away with one and two cent coins, Australia, 
New Zealand, and other nations have elim-
inated their smallest denominations, while 
the United States and Canada have ceased 
producing pennies. India offers a unique and 
fascinating reality. A sizable informal sector, 
inconsistent internet connection, spotty digital 

infrastructure, and a range of financial literacy 
levels coexist with an expanding digital econo-
my. Thus, money continues to be both a cultur-
al and an economic necessity. Digital systems 
lack the familiarity, predictability, and general 
acceptance that physical current possesses.
Wider economic ramifications result from 
cash’s ongoing popularity. Large cash trans-
actions decrease transparency and impede the 
formalization of economic activity, while cur-
rency imposes expenses through printing, mint-
ing, shipping, and security. Cash also sustains 
livelihoods in industries that are still beyond 
the purview of formal banking, safeguards 
economic participation in areas where digital 
access is restricted, and offers resilience during 
network outages. Therefore, the goal shouldn’t 
be to withdraw money too soon. It should be 
the gradual elimination of the obstacles that 
render money essential. Public priorities must 
be set for dependable digital infrastructure, rea-
sonably priced cellphones, widespread internet 
access, improved cybersecurity, financial liter-
acy, and increased digital inclusion. The one 
rupee coin’s popularity shows that equal access 
to technology is more important for the shift to 
a digital economy than technology itself.

Beyond the Dalai Lama: The hidden 
battle for Buddhism’s essence in Asia
The forthcoming 

succession of 
the 14th Dalai 
Lama is set to 

be a watershed moment in 
modern geopolitics. What 
appears to be the selection 
of a spiritual leader has 
evolved into a struggle for 
legitimacy, sovereignty, 
and influence through-
out Asia. Monasteries and 
theological discussions are 
no longer limited to the is-
sue of who has the power 
to recognise the next Dalai 
Lama. It has entered the 
arena of international di-
plomacy, where history, re-
ligion, and statecraft meet 
in ways that have the po-
tential to transform Asia’s 
political and spiritual land-
scape for decades.

 At the heart of the issue 
lies a fundamental diver-
gence of perspectives. The 
Dalai Lama has consistent-
ly maintained that the au-
thority to identify his rein-
carnation rests solely with 
the established traditions 
and institutions of Tibet-
an Buddhism. He has even 
indicated that his successor 
may be born outside territo-
ries under Chinese control 
to ensure the continuity of 
an independent spiritual 
lineage. Beijing, however, 
asserts that the recognition 
of all Tibetan Buddhist re-
incarnations falls within the 
sovereign jurisdiction of 
the Chinese state under its 
legal framework governing 
religious affairs.

 To China, a viable succes-
sion solution does not exist 
in competing with China 
on its own terms. It is not 
merely a religious event; it 
is also a matter of national 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. To many follow-
ers of Tibetan Buddhism, 
it remains a sacred spiritual 
process beyond the reach of 
political authority. This de-
bate has turned Buddhism 
into an unanticipated arena 
of strategic competition be-
tween Asia’s two great civ-
ilizational powers, China 
and India. 

However, simplifying the 
matter to a mere geopolit-
ical competition ignores a 
more nuanced reality. Both 
countries have strong his-
torical ties to Buddhism, 
but they have taken very 
different approaches to the 
religion.Rather than being 
portrayed as an ideologi-
cal caricature, China’s ap-
proach needs thorough and 
objective evaluation. Over 
the last two decades, Bei-
jing has developed a com-
prehensive model of Bud-
dhist statecraft. Instead of 
viewing Buddhism primar-
ily as a matter of religious 
administration, China has 

integrated it into its over-
all national policy, which 
includes internal govern-
ment, cultural diplomacy, 
and regional influence. 
Internally, Beijing’s pol-
icy is driven by the con-
cept of the “Sinicisation 
of religion”—an effort to 
harmonise religious tradi-
tions with Chinese nation-
al identity, socialist values 
and political stability. The 
leadership believes that 
economic development and 
modernisation are essential 
for maintaining long-term 
stability in Tibet, viewing 
Tibetan Buddhism through 
the lens of national integra-
tion. Massive investments 
in roads, railways, airports, 
healthcare, education and 
urban infrastructure across 
the Tibet Autonomous Re-
gion are intended not only 
to improve living standards 
but also to strengthen the 
integration of the region 
with the rest of China. The 
state’s objective is to en-
sure that religious practice 
flourishes within a frame-
work aligned with national 
priorities, thereby reducing 
the possibility of political 
separatism. 

Whether one agrees with 
this strategy or not, it 
demonstrates a cohesive 
strategic vision rather than 
an impromptu response. 
Buddhism is more than 
just a spiritual heritage in 
Beijing; it also represents 
government, social harmo-
ny, and national security.
China has been as rigor-
ous in spreading this con-
cept outside its borders. 
Recognizing Buddhism 
as one of Asia’s common 
civilizational inheritances, 
it has made significant in-
vestments in cultural diplo-
macy. China has attempted 
to position itself as a main 
supporter of Asian civilisa-
tion through forums such 
as the World Buddhist Fo-
rum, the restoration of old 
monasteries, sponsorship 
for Buddhist study, and the 
incorporation of Buddhist 
history into the Belt and 
Road Initiative. Invest-
ments in Nepal’s Lumbini, 
support for cultural conser-
vation in Sri Lanka, and col-
laborations with Buddhist 
organizations throughout 
Southeast Asia highlight 
how infrastructure, culture, 
and diplomacy have been 
weaved together to form 
a sophisticated soft pow-
er instrument.This method 
has achieved substantial re-
sults. Many poor countries 
have benefited from Chi-
nese assistance in preserv-
ing religious monuments, 
improving connectivity, 
and promoting tourism.

 Buddhism has become 

an essential part of China’s 
overall worldwide engage-
ment. But Buddhism’s abid-
ing authority cannot. How-
ever, infrastructure alone 
cannot build Buddhism’s 
enduring authority. through 
infrastructure alone. The 
faith ultimately derives its 
legitimacy from its teach-
ings, traditions and sacred 
geography. This is where 
India occupies a unique 
and irreplaceable position. 
India is more than just an-
other Buddhist country; it 
is the origin of Buddhism 
itself. Siddhartha Gautama 
obtained enlightenment 
under the Bodhi Tree at 
Bodh Gaya. He originally 
explained the Dharma in 
Sarnath. Nalanda became 
one of the world’s most im-
portant centers of Buddhist 
learning, attracting scholars 
from all around Asia cen-
turies before modern col-
leges emerged. Kushinagar 
witnessed Buddha’s Ma-
haparinirvana. Every key 
milestone in the Buddha’s 
earthly journey occurred on 
Indian soil. Modern India 
has added another import-
ant chapter to this legacy 
by providing refuge to the 
Dalai Lama and thousands 
of Tibetan refugees since 
1959. Dharamshala has 
evolved into the principal 
global centre for preserving 
Tibetan Buddhist philoso-
phy, scholarship and cul-
ture. This remarkable act 
of civilisational hospitality 
has earned India enduring 
goodwill throughout the 
Buddhist world. Howev-
er, India’s unprecedented 
inheritance has not always 
translated into long-term 
strategic impact. Buddhist 
diplomacy has frequent-
ly been episodic, gaining 
prominence during periods 
of political tension with 
China rather than serving 
as a long-term pillar of in-
ternational policy. 

Despite recent advanc-
es, the Buddhist Circuit 
still requires world-class 
infrastructure, integrated 
tourism management, cut-
ting-edge research institu-
tions, and increased interna-
tional academic interaction 
to fulfill its full potential. 
India’s dilemma, therefore, 
is one of leadership rather 
than legitimacy. Possessing 
the birthplace of Buddhism 
is an incredible benefit, but 
civilisational capital must 
be regenerated on a regular 
basis through knowledge, 
accessibility, and interna-
tional involvement.Com-
peting on China’s terms is 
not a feasible option. Com-
peting on China’s terms is 
not a feasible option. India 
is unable and unwilling to 
match China’s financial and 

infrastructure investments. 
Instead, it should focus 
on its own distinct capa-
bilities. First, India must 
consistently uphold the 
principle that religious suc-
cession belongs to religious 
institutions. Such a position 
is not directed against any 
particular country but flows 
naturally from India’s own 
constitutional commitment 
to freedom of religion and 
pluralism. By remaining 
a principled defender of 
spiritual autonomy rather 
than a partisan participant 
in religious disputes, India 
enhances both its credibil-
ity and its moral standing. 
Second, the Buddhist Cir-
cuit should become one of 
the world’s best models of 
heritage-based internation-
al collaboration. Modern 
airports, high-speed train 
links, bilingual tourist facil-
ities, digital archives, inter-
national universities, mo-
nastic exchange programs, 
and worldwide research 
centers have the poten-
tial to convert India’s sa-
cred terrain into a thriving 
ecosystem of pilgrimage, 
study, and cultural diplo-
macy. Third, India should 
actively widen the area of 
Buddhist participation be-
yond geopolitics. Confer-
ences on Buddhist ethics, 
climate resilience, mental 
health, conflict resolution, 
artificial intelligence, and 
environmental stewardship 
would illustrate Buddhist 
philosophy’s continued rel-
evance in solving modern 
world concerns. Such activ-
ities would naturally draw 
researchers, monks, and 
practitioners from all Bud-
dhist traditions, bolstering 
India’s reputation as a true 
guardian of the Dharma. 

The wider Buddhist world 
offers an instructive exam-
ple. Countries such as Thai-
land, Vietnam, Cambodia, 
Laos and Myanmar have 
largely resisted the temp-
tation to view India and 
China through an either-or 
prism. Thailand draws 
spiritual inspiration from 
India’s sacred sites while 
welcoming Chinese invest-
ment. Vietnam maintains 
historical Mahayana links 
with China even as it deep-
ens cultural cooperation 
with India. Cambodia and 
Laos similarly distinguish 
between economic engage-
ment and spiritual identity. 
Rather than choosing sides, 
these nations have adopted 
a pragmatic policy of stra-
tegic hedging, preserving 
their autonomy while ben-
efiting from engagement 
with both powers. This bal-
ancing act teaches a valu-
able lesson. Buddhism has 
historically thrived not via 

political dominance, but 
rather through cultural ex-
change, intellectual open-
ness, and mutual respect. 
Southeast Asian countries 
realize that infrastructure 
and investment can coexist 
with autonomous spiritual 
traditions. They perceive 
no contradiction in receiv-
ing Chinese economic aid 
while yet viewing India as 
the spiritual cradle of the 
Dharma.As the Dalai La-
ma’s succession approach-
es, the future of Buddhism 
will undoubtedly be influ-
enced by political circum-
stances. The Dalai Lama’s 
upcoming succession will 
undoubtedly have an im-
pact on the future of Bud-
dhism in light of political 
realities. By political real-
ities. However, the more 
profound question goes 
beyond the identification 
of a single spiritual author-
ity. It addresses the very 
nature of Buddhism in the 
twenty-first century. Will 
it remain a global moral 
philosophy that transcends 
borders, or will it get in-
creasingly embroiled in 
power struggles and geopo-
litical rivalries? The answer 
depends not only on Bei-
jing or New Delhi but also 
on the collective wisdom 
of the international Bud-
dhist community. If China 
demonstrates the power of 
institutions, planning and 
investment, India embodies 
the timeless authority of sa-
cred geography, pluralism 
and civilisational continu-
ity. 

The future of Buddhism 
does not require com-
petition between these 
strengths; instead, collabo-
ration can enhance its de-
velopment. The future of 
Buddhism can thrive with-
out competition between 
these strengths. when de-
termining the future of 
Buddhism. Competing be-
tween these strengths is un-
necessary. Rather, it should 
be guided by the recogni-
tion that one of humanity’s 
greatest spiritual traditions 
is best served when polit-
ical ambition yields to the 
universal values of com-
passion, wisdom and peace 
that the Buddha himself 
preached over twenty-five 
centuries ago. The acces-
sion of the 14th Dalai Lama 
will surely bring an end to 
one historical period. 

It also provides Asia with 
a unique opportunity to 
ensure that Buddhism con-
tinues to unite rather than 
divide civilizations, func-
tioning not as a tool for 
geopolitical rivalry but as 
a bridge of understanding 
across a rapidly changing 
world.

A haven of hope
The only Indian city that frequently shows up 

on Chinese maps for the Belt and Road Initia-
tive is Calcutta. The Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) is a transnational transportation and as-
sociated investment network backed by China 
that aims to link China with nations in Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America. BRI marine maps 
link Calcutta to Nairobi and Colombo in India. 
The Bangladesh, China, India, and Myanmar 
Economic Corridor would link Calcutta with 
northern Myanmar and thereafter southern 
China via land and air. The Singapore port 
handled 44.5 million twenty-foot equivalent 
shipping containers, the global norm, in 2025, 
which makes the concept seem fantastical. 
Singapore’s position as a transshipment hub 
to several major ports is cemented by its un-
matched infrastructure, political stability, and 
geographic location. However, in 2024–2025, 
the Calcutta Port System—which includes the 
port of Calcutta and the Haldia Dock System—
handled 804,579 TEUs, which was an increase 
of 6.87% from 2023–2024. Therefore, the func-
tion of the Calcutta Port System in internation-
al trade and international relations is more im-
portant than the volume of products. Because 
of its position and function as a transportation 
hub, Calcutta is essential to trade in northern 
South Asia and Southeast Asia. In the maritime 
sector, Calcutta’s transportation dominance is 
particularly noticeable. As a result, improving 
the Calcutta Port System will enable India to 
accomplish its northeastern development goals 
and promote advantageous commerce with its 
neighbors, Nepal, Bhutan, and Myanmar. The 
port system’s proximity to India’s Northeast 
makes it critical for international trade with the 
region. However, the narrowness of the land 
corridor from eastern India via northern Ben-
gal hinders overland transportation and makes 
it vulnerable to potentially hostile neighbour-
ing countries. Thus, India has sought to devel-
op the Kaladan Multimodal Transit Transport 
Project, a road network in the Northeast that 
culminates in the Sittwe port in Myanmar’s Ra-
khine province. Doing so would provide India 
a maritime link between the Calcutta Port Sys-
tem and the Northeast, thereby removing the 
necessity of relying on Bangladesh for access 
to land and on the Chittagong port to gain ac-
cess to India’s Northeast while also embedding 
northern Myanmar in developmental projects 
that would reduce that country’s dependence 
on China. Additionally, the Calcutta Port Sys-
tem offers marine access to Nepal and Bhutan, 
two Himalayan nations whose territorial in-
tegrity and sovereignty are under assault from 
China. These nations depend on this port in-
frastructure for everything from technology to 
foodgrains. Through Calcutta, the current Indi-

an government has attempted to promote trade 
with these countries. India and Bhutan reached 
an agreement in 2016 to eliminate all taxes on 
commodities imported into Bhutan and goods 
exported from Bhutan to third nations through 
the Port System in Calcutta. Nepal’s utilization 
of this port system should be supported by the 
transit pact that India and Nepal signed in No-
vember 2025, which covers all kinds of cargo. 
The port system also undergirds trade with one 
of Asia’s tiger cub economies — Vietnam. Cal-
cutta has the shortest transit route between the 
two major Vietnamese ports of Ho Chi Minh 
City and Haiphong — 11 and 13 days, respec-
tively. Bilateral trade exceeded $15 billion 
in 2024 and covers the full extent of goods, 
from agricultural products, rubber and textiles, 
to iron and steel, electronics, and industrial 
equipment. In July 2022, Vietnam inaugurated 
a shipping route that links Vietnam’s central 
region to Calcutta: the expanded Chu Lai In-
ternational Port in the province of Quang Nam 
began coordinating operations with the Cal-
cutta port in 2025. However, the Calcutta Port 
System’s ability to provide these advantages is 
threatened by such challenges as infrastructure, 
geography and international competition. Each 
of these problems is more difficult to resolve 
than the last in terms of financial wherewith-
al and political will for the state and the Cen-
tral governments. The easiest issue to resolve 
is the upgradation of the infrastructure of the 
Calcutta Port System so that it can handle larg-
er numbers of containers at a faster pace. The 
Haldia port can handle 300,000 TEUs per year 
at present. A contract for modernisation and 
capacity expansion for Berth Number 5 at the 
Haldia port under a public-private-partnership 
arrangement had been signed between Syama 
Prasad Mookerjee Port and Ganges Bulk Ter-
minal in December 2024. Another PPP project 
to modernise both outer terminals and the five 
berths at the Calcutta port was awarded to JSW 
Infra in June 2026. JSW’s goal is to increase 
their Calcutta port throughput to 1.4 million 
TEUs. The Ganges’ silting presents a geo-
graphical difficulty. As of right now, neither the 
Haldia port nor the Calcutta port have the min-
imum draft of 14 meters needed for Post-Pan-
amax containerships; Haldia has a draft of 9.1 
meters, while Calcutta has a draft of 8.5 meters. 
A draft of eighteen meters is necessary for the 
biggest ships, which are used to transport raw 
resources like coal and metal ores. In 2025, the 
Center promised to fund the dredging projects 
at the ports of Calcutta and Haldia with Rs 
1,839 crore until 2031. In 2022, the Adani Cor-
poration was awarded a contract to construct 
the Tajpur port, which would have attained a 
16-meter draft.

A state of uncertainty
The article addresses the increasing concerns 

of Indian citizens regarding the documentation 
required to prove their citizenship, particularly 
highlighted by the case of a former editor de-
nied a passport renewal due to removal from 
electoral lists. This situation raises essential 
questions about the trustworthiness of various 
official documents, such as Aadhaar, voter ID 
cards, and birth certificates, which are increas-
ingly seen as inadequate proofs of citizenship. 
Traditionally, Indian democracy was founded 
on a moral assumption of belonging, where 
the burden of suspicion rested with the state 
rather than the individual. However, a growing 
pattern of suspicion now permeates the rela-
tionship between citizens and the State, trans-
forming the latter into an entity that routinely 
interrogates its citizens’ identities. The text 
asserts that this shift reflects a profound phil-
osophical change in the character of the Indian 
nation, underlining that the Constitution views 
citizenship as inherent to all individuals rather 
than a privilege granted at the state’s discretion.
The author invokes B.R. Ambedkar, noting 

that constitutional morality is built upon trust 
and is fostered by democratic practices, which 
are essential for effective governance. The 
piece argues that when citizens are subjected to 
an endless cycle of documentation demands, it 
not only undermines their confidence but also 
hinders their development into assured demo-
crats.Despite the Indian State’s comprehensive 
data-gathering capabilities, citizens still face 
an ongoing requirement to authenticate their 
identities, echoing the feelings of frustration 
depicted in Franz Kafka’s works—where bu-
reaucratic processes render life itself a form 
of punishment. While some argue for rigorous 
verification to maintain institutional integrity, 
the article posits that documentation should 
reinforce rather than undermine democratic 
legitimacy by creating certainty, asserting the 
necessity for the State to cultivate trust in its 
citizenship rather than fear. The overarching 
theme suggests that the relationship between 
the citizen and the Republic needs to be rein-
vigorated with the fundamental recognition of 
identity that the Constitution promises.
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June saw a 22% increase in auto retail sales, 
the largest growth in three months

Mumbai: According to data available from the 
Federation of Automobile Dealers Associations 
(Fada), retail sales of automobiles increased at 
the quickest rate in three months to 2.5 million 
units, achieving a 22% annual rise and the best 
sales ever in June. In April and May, overall car 
retail sales increased by 13% and 10%, respec-
tively.

After growing by 15% in May and 5% in June, 
the commercial vehicles segment’s growth 
reached a three-month high of 17%. Commer-
cial vehicles, passenger cars, two-wheelers, 
three-wheelers, and total registrations all re-
corded their highest-ever June numbers. Ac-

cording to Madan Sabnavis, chief economist 
at Bank at Baroda, the surge in passenger car 
sales is a reflection of growing consumer con-
fidence, pent-up demand, and the advantages of 
rationalizing the goods and services tax (GST) 
rate. Additionally, the lower base effect has been 
beneficial. More significantly, it appears that 
the entry-level car market is rebounding, which 
is significant,” he continued.According to Fada 
on Monday, retail sales of commercial vehicles 
were 90,972 units in June compared to 77,836 
units during the same period last year. Growth in 
rural India was 22%, while growth in urban areas 
was 12.75%. Sales of passenger cars increased 
by 29%, and for the first time, the percentage 
of alternative fuel reached 40%. Two-wheelers 
and three-wheelers both had increases of 21% 
and 16%, respectively, reflecting the industry’s 
momentum.It wasn’t until the end of June that 
the West Asia crisis subsided. Nonetheless, the 
commercial vehicle segment benefited through-
out the month due to favorable geopolitical de-
velopments and an increase in last-mile delivery. 
According to C S Vigneshwar, president of Fada, 
“the e-commerce sector is doing really well, and 
all these combined are leading to an increase in 
infrastructure activity.”Steady freight business, 
e-commerce-related movement, and normaliz-
ing supplies all contributed significantly to the 

economic momentum. Meanwhile, the percent-
age of electric vehicles in the commercial ve-
hicle class increased to 3.53 percent from 1.57 
percent a year before, an all-time record. With 
monsoon catch-up and rural cashflows emerging 
as the primary swing variables ahead of the holi-
day season, Fada released a “cautiously optimis-
tic” prediction for July.On a high basis, tractors 
increased by 25%, while wheeled construction 
equipment decreased by 41%. Tractors had their 
second-best June to date. “It highlights the struc-
tural depth of the India Growth Story and the ex-
panding aspirations of Bharat that such records 
have come in a seasonally transitional month,” 
he continued.The segment figures increased as 
market leader Maruti Suzuki had a 37% increase 
in sales over the previous year to 168,000 units, 
Tata Motors saw a 51% increase to 57,009 units, 
and Mahindra & Mahindra saw a 22% increase 
to 54,099 units. Sales of two-wheelers increased 
21.22 percent year over year to 18,28,458 units 
in June. With EV share reaching double dig-
its for the first time at 11% compared to 7% a 
year ago, two-wheelers are also witnessing a 
significant powertrain transition. According to 
a Shriram Mobility report, agricultural tractor 
sales increased by roughly 18%, suggesting sea-
sonal demand, while bus sales increased by 24% 
month over month.

Titan rises 4% 
and reaches a 

new high 
following the Q1 
business report
Mumbai: After the com-

pany announced a strong 
business performance for the 
April to June 2026 quarter 
(Q1FY27), the share price of 
Titan Company reached a re-
cord high of ₹4,643.70, up 4% 
on the BSE in Tuesday’s intra-
day trade in an otherwise quiet 
market. The previous high of 
₹4,601.10 reached on May 
8, 2026, was surpassed by 
the stock.Titan was up 3% at 
₹4,629.10 at 09:51 AM, while 
the BSE Sensex had increased 
by 0.12%.So far in 2026, Ti-
tan has surpassed the market 
by 14%, while the benchmark 
index has declined by 8%. 
Titan had a great overall per-
formance in Q1FY27, with 
domestic business expanding 
by 37% thanks to 39% growth 
in the jewelry business, 23% 
growth in the watches busi-
ness, and 23% growth in the 
eyecare business, while over-
seas business increased by 
128%.  Healthy festivities and 
Akshay Tritiya were the main 
drivers of the jewelry indus-
try’s strong success during 
the quarter. The average ticket 
size increased in high double 
digits while portfolio buyer 
growth occurred in early dou-
ble digits amid (relatively) 
stable gold prices. According 
to Titan, the two main cate-
gories of jewelry—plain and 
studded clocks—grew (indi-
vidually) in the mid-thirties, 
while coins maintained their 
high double-digit growth pace 
driven by investments. Strong 
performance drove a 23% 
growth in the watch business 
despite the low teens fall in 
smart watch sales. Analog 
watches. Both domestically 
and internationally, the eye-
care industry saw broad-based 
growth.

Tanishq, Mia, and Carat-
Lane’s joint jewelry business 
had robust growth in North 
America and attractive dou-
ble-digit growth in the GCC. 
The company stated that de-
spite the unstable geopolitical 
environment, the core Damas 
business is gradually recover-
ing across important metrics.

Heavy Mumbai rains increase India’s first 
RainMumbai weather contract by 30%

Mumbai: Heavy rains in Mumbai is not 
only changing the weather, but also in-
creasing investment earnings. RainMum-
bai, the country’s first weather derivative 
contract, is gaining momentum. It rallied 
alongside the rains in the first week of July, 
and has risen sharply since its inception.

The July RainMumbai contract on NC-
DEX closed at ₹2,330 on July 1. As of 
Tuesday (July 7), it was trading at ₹2,638. 
This means that the contract has gained 
approximately 12.50 percent so far this 
month.Looking at its performance since 
introduction, the contract has seen a sig-
nificant climb. The July contract debuted 
on May 29 at ₹2,020 and is now trading 
at ₹2,638. This indicates a roughly 30% 
increase since debut. According to Indra-
jeet Paul, head of research at AgriCorp In-
ternational and a commodities expert, the 
RainMumbai contract is based on rainfall 
levels. Its movement is thus determined 
by rainfall. Mumbai has seen considerable 
rainfall this month, which has caused the 
contract to rise sharply.

Last month, the contract remained mod-
est because to a weak monsoon. Howev-
er, as the monsoon improved, it began to 
gain traction around the end of the month. 
On June 19, the contract reached a low of 

₹1,905. Since then, it has increased steadi-
ly, reaching a record high of ₹2,765 on 
Tuesday. Ajay Kedia, director of Kedia 
Advisory, stated that the contract’s prog-
nosis will stay good in the coming days. 
According to weather forecasts, rainfall 
in Mumbai is expected to continue until 
mid-July, with daily rainfall rates ranging 
from 60% to 75%. This is anticipated to 
strengthen the Mumbai rainfall contract.
According to NCDEX data, the contract 
has traded a total of 22,560 lots between its 
inception on May 29 and July 6. The total 
traded value was ₹23,505 lakh, or approx-
imately ₹235 crore. The biggest daily trad-
ing volume was observed on June 15, with 
2,039 lots traded. On May 29, NCDEX 
launched the country’s first exchange-trad-
ed weather derivative contract. The con-
tract is based on rainfall data from Mumbai 
and is connected to the city’s long-period 
average (LPA) rainfall of 2,206.7 millime-
tres (mm).

The contract contains a multiplier of ₹50 
per mm, which means the contract value 
changes by ₹50 for every 1 mm of rain. It 
was created with technical assistance from 
IIT Bombay and is based on official data 
from the Indian Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD).

Tata Stock: As Q1 revenue growth fails, 
Trent plummets 11% Street estimates

Mumbai: On Tuesday, 
July 7, 2026, shares of Trent, 
the retail division of the Tata 
Group that operates the well-
known Zudio brand, were 
under pressure when the firm 
released its business report for 
the first quarter of 2026–2027 
(Q1FY27).During early trad-
ing on Tuesday, Trent’s share 
price fell as much as 11.28 
percent to ₹2966 per share on 
the BSE. 

The counter is still under 
pressure.Trent shares were 
trading at ₹2979.50 a share at 
10:10 AM on Tuesday, down 
10.88 percent from the pre-
vious closing of ₹3,343.4 per 
share. The benchmark BSE 
Sensex was up 218 points, or 
0.28 percent, at 78,504 at the 
same time. The company’s 
entire market capitalization 
was ₹1,59,127.15 crore at 
the prevailing market pric-
ing. Trent reported standalone 
revenue of ₹5,666 crore for 
Q1FY27, up over 19% year 
over year from ₹4,781 crore, 
according to the company’s 
exchange filing. However, the 
growth did not meet Street’s 
22–23% estimates.

Additionally, revenue from 
product sales (net of GST) 
increased by almost 19% 
annually.A 26% year-over-
year rise in the number of 
stores contributed to the rev-
enue growth. In contrast to a 
4% fall in the March quarter 
(Q4FY26), sales per store fell 
by about 5% year over year, 
indicating either a slower 
ramp-up of new stores or on-
going cannibalization across 
several locations. Trent added 
26 locations during the quar-
ter, increasing its total number 
of fashion format stores to 
1,312—a 26% increase from 
the previous year.Westside in-
creased its overall store count 

to 301, up 21% year over year, 
with the addition of one net 
shop during the quarter.With 
the opening of 19 net new lo-
cations, Zudio’s network now 
stands at 982 locations, up 
28% over the previous year.In 
order to achieve 29 locations, 
the company’s other fashion 
formats added six outlets in 
a row, but the number stayed 
constant from year to year.
Although the company’s 19% 
sales growth fell short of its 
projected 22%, Motilal Oswal 
Financial Services maintained 
its “Buy” rating on the stock. 
The brokerage noted that ex-
pectations of an acceleration 
in sales growth from about 
20% in Q4FY26 had caused 
Trent shares to rise 23% over 
the previous month and over 
50% from their March 2026 
lows.According to Motilal 
Oswal, “the 19% Y-o-Y rev-
enue growth is weaker in 
this context and would like-
ly lead to a correction in the 
stock.”Although it fell short 
of more general Street pre-
dictions of 22–23%, ICICI 
Securities stated that the sales 
growth was generally in line 
with their expectation of 20%. 
In Q1FY27, the brokerage 
anticipates like-for-like (LFL) 
growth to stay steady or in 
the low single digits. Reve-
nue growth is predicted to re-
main in the high teens to low 
twenties in the near future, 
improving to the mid-twen-
ties as a greater percentage of 
stores mature and revenue per 
square foot rises.Additionally, 
ICICI Securities stated that 
the management maintains 
its long-term revenue growth 
projection of a 25% CAGR 
while anticipating LFL 
growth to revert to low dou-
ble digits over the medium to 
long term.

Following Sebi’s approval, the NSE plans to 
undertake a Rs 30,000-crore IPO in September

Mumbai: According to 
persons acquainted with the 
situation, the National Stock 
Exchange (NSE) plans to 
begin its much anticipated 
initial public offering (IPO), 
which is expected to cost 
about Rs 30,000 crore, in 
September.The largest stock 
exchange in the nation is an-
ticipated to be worth more 
than Rs 5 trillion after the 
massive IPO.Roadshows 
for the IPO will soon start 
on the exchange.The issue 
will surpass Hyundai Mo-
tor India’s October 2024 
Rs 27,870-crore public of-
fering if it is successful.The 
draft red herring prospectus 
(DRHP) submitted in June 
states that the planned pub-
lic issue will be a full offer 
for sale (OFS) of 14.89 crore 
equity shares, with current 
owners jointly divesting 

approximately 6% of the 
exchange’s equity. There 
are about 1.8 lakh share-
holders in the NSE. State 
Bank of India would sell up 
to 2.48 crore shares, with 
MS Strategic (Mauritius) 
Ltd. coming in second with 
1.60 crore shares. The Can-
ada Pension Plan Investment 
Board, Aranda Investments 
(Mauritius) Pte Ltd, Bank of 
Baroda, Stock Holding Cor-
poration of India Ltd, Gener-
al Insurance Corporation of 
India, The New India Assur-
ance Company, National In-
surance Company, and Unit-
ed India Insurance Company 
are among the other share-
holders who have expressed 
a desire to sell shares.The 
largest stakeholder in the ex-
change, Life Insurance Cor-
poration of India (LIC), with 
a 10.72 percent stake, would 

not take part in the share 
sale.After receiving the Se-
curities and Exchange Board 
of India’s (Sebi) no-objec-
tion certificate (NOC), the 
NSE’s board authorized the 
proposed IPO on February 
6. In order to raise about 
Rs 10,000 crore through an 
OFS, NSE first submitted 
draft documents for its IPO 
in 2016. However, because 

to concerns over co-location 
and governance, Sebi did not 
approve the plan at that time.
Since then, the exchange has 
implemented a number of 
governance and compliance 
initiatives and submitted 
numerous requests for per-
mission to the regulator.
In addition to legal counsel 
and other intermediaries, 
the NSE has designated 20 

merchant bankers to oversee 
the IPO.Financially speak-
ing, the exchange reported 
a 15% drop in earnings af-
ter tax to Rs 10,302 crore in 
FY26 from Rs 12,188 crore 
in FY25. 

Additionally, the fiscal 
year’s total income de-
creased from Rs 19,177 crore 
to Rs 18,713 crore. Howev-
er, during the March quarter, 
overall income jumped 22% 
to Rs 5,360 crore from Rs 
4,397 crore, while profit af-
ter tax increased 8% to Rs 
2,871 crore from Rs 2,650 
crore in the same period of 
the prior fiscal year.Reliance 
Industries-backed Jio Plat-
forms filed its draft papers 
with Sebi in June, shortly af-
ter the NSE announcement. 
This is anticipated to be the 
biggest public offering in In-
dian stock market history.

JioBlackRock plans a comprehensive MF bouquet in three 
years, including more SIFs, ETFs, and GIFT products

Mumbai: JioBlackRock 
intends to offer a full spec-
trum of mutual fund prod-
ucts over the next three 
years as it grows into spe-
cialised investment funds 
(SIFs), exchange-traded 
funds (ETFs), and offshore 
investment options through 
GIFT City, according to 
a senior company execu-
tive.The asset manager has 
joined the SIF category 
with the launch of its Prism 
Hybrid Long-Short Fund 
and intends to expand its 
product offerings further. 
JioBlackRock Asset Man-
agement Company (AMC) 
is a joint venture between 
Jio Financial Services and 
BlackRock.Rishi Kohli, 
chief investment officer at 
JioBlackRock AMC, stated 
on Thursday that the busi-
ness expects to launch at 
least one more SIF in the 
equity long-short category 
within the coming year. The 
company is also planning 
to launch its first ETFs in 

the coming months. “Once 
the platform is ready, we 
expect to scale rapidly 
with multiple ETF launch-
es,” Kohli said.Regarding 
its foreign offerings, Kohli 
stated that the company has 
selected ten products for 
launch through GIFT City. 
Regulatory filings have al-
ready begun, and one or 
two items are expected to 
be released in the near fu-
ture.”The goal is to provide 
Indian investors with eas-
ier access to global active 
investment strategies by 
reducing friction in digital 
access,” he said, adding that 
the focus would go beyond 
benchmark-linked products 
tracking indices like the 
S&P 500 and Nasdaq. The 
newly created Prism fund is 
a multi-strategy hybrid SIF 
that aims to achieve annual 
returns of 9-11 percent while 
keeping fund-level risk to 
2%. According to Kohli, 
the ₹10 lakh minimum in-
vestment requirement for 

SIFs places them between 
traditional mutual funds 
and portfolio management 
services (PMS), creating a 
“missing middle” in the fi-
nancial landscape.Accord-
ing to him, the strategy is 
designed for investors who 
want to earn higher risk-ad-
justed returns than fixed 
deposits or liquid funds 
while avoiding concentrat-
ed equity exposure. The 
Prism fund is based on four 
investment pillars: collars, 
merger arbitrage, InvITs 
and REITs, and AAA-rated 
fixed-income securities. It 
employs BlackRock’s Alad-
din risk management plat-
form, which implements 
data-driven risk controls 
throughout the portfolio.

The fund also has a 0% 
exit load, twice-weekly re-
demptions via an interval 
structure, and long-term 
capital gains tax treatment 
comparable to equities in-
vestments for units held for 
more than 12 months.

Foreign investors reduce their bets on India’s 
rate hike and boost record five-year swaps trade
Mumbai: Turnover in 

India’s five-year over-
night index swap market 
has reached a record high 
due to a rush by foreign 
investors to unwind bets 
on interest rate hikes, in-
dicating a return of market 
confidence.A crucial in-
dicator of policy rate ex-
pectations, turnover in the 
five-year swap surged to a 
record ₹25300 crore ($2.65 
billion) on Wednesday, sur-
passing the ₹23,600 crore 
notional contracts recorded 
on Tuesday. The volume 
is about three times more 
than this year’s average 
daily volume.According 
to Mandar Pitale, head 
of treasury at SBM Bank 
(India), some market par-
ticipants had built up siz-
able positions for a slew of 
“front-loaded” rate increas-

es in quick succession due 
to worries about inflation 
and the weakening cur-
rency. According to him, 
those positions are being 
unwound violently.India’s 
five-year OIS dropped to 
a four-month low of 6.1% 
on Tuesday, just ten ba-

sis points higher than it 
was prior to the start of 
the Iran war.In April, the 
benchmark rate had risen 
to roughly 6.9%, and in-
vestors had factored in rate 
increases of up to 125 basis 
points.Since the Reserve 
Bank of India announced 

a number of initiatives 
to increase inflows and 
strengthen the rupee last 
month, wagers that it will 
tighten monetary policy to 
preserve the currency have 
dramatically decreased. 
The rupee has increased 
1.5% from May 20, when 
it hit a record low of 96.96 
per dollar. However, the US 
President Donald Trump’s 
declaration that the cease-
fire with Iran was “over” 
has put additional pressure 
on the currency.Duncan 
Tan, an APAC rates strat-
egist at HSBC, stated in 
a note on Wednesday that 
expectations of significant 
foreign-exchange inflows 
have strengthened senti-
ment toward the rupee, re-
ducing the chance that cur-
rency volatility could push 
offshore OIS rates higher. 

SBI Funds Management attracts top 
sovereign funds in its $1.2 billion IPO

Mumbai: SBI Funds 
Management, India’s larg-
est asset manager, would 
get investments from the 
Abu Dhabi Investment 
Authority (ADIA) and 
Singapore’s GIC as part 
of its $1.2 billion IPO, 
according to two persons 
with direct knowledge of 
the situation.

SBI Funds Management, 
a joint venture between 
State Bank of India and 
Amundi, manages assets 
valued at ₹12.5 trillion 
($131.1 billion) as of 
March 2026.According 
to sources, the joint ven-
ture is likely to be valued 
at roughly $12.3 billion. 
SBI and Amundi will sell 
10% of their shares as 
part of the issue. PRIME 
Database reports that 251 
companies are prepar-
ing to raise ₹4.93 trillion 
($51.7 billion) before 
going public.According 
to sources, SBI Funds 
Management’s IPO is in 
high demand among sig-
nificant domestic institu-
tional investors as well as 
top foreign investors from 
Singapore and the Mid-
dle East.According to one 
of two sources, the sale 
includes commitments 
worth roughly five times 
the amount earmarked 
for institutional investors.
Despite considerable in-
stitutional demand, the 
fund house intends to 
reserve 50% of the offer-
ing for private investors, 
according to the source. 
SBI Funds Management’s 
public offering will be 
India’s largest since early 
2026, after the Iran con-
flict caused an increase 
in oil prices, lowering in-
vestor confidence in the 
South Asian economy, 
which is heavily reliant on 
imported fuel.Other IPOs 
scheduled for this month 
include Manipal Health 

Enterprises’ $1.2 billion 
offering and Indo-MIM’s 
$471 million offering, ac-
cording to two separate 
merchant banking sourc-
es.The National Stock Ex-
change of India (NSE) and 
Reliance Jio are planning 
IPOs for $3.3 billion and 
$3.8 billion, respectively, 
which are anticipated to 
launch later this year. Ac-
cording to Suraj Krishnas-
wamy, managing director 
and head of investment 
banking coverage at Axis 
Capital, the success of the 
big-name IPOs scheduled 
for this month will de-
termine the fate of other 
upcoming issues.In 2025, 
Indian companies raised 
$21.8 billion through 
IPOs. So far in 2026, they 
have raised $3.8 billion.
Reviving international in-
vestor interest in Indian 
equities is crucial for the 
successful comeback of 
large IPOs. Investors have 
sold shares worth $29 bil-
lion in the secondary mar-
kets this year, but selling 
pressure has abated and 
investors are giving India 
a second look, Reuters 
reported last month. ”De-
spite a lackluster first half, 
we remain hopeful about 
this year’s $20 billion 
IPO fundraising. Equirus’ 
managing director and 
head of investment bank-
ing, Bhavesh Shah, stated 
that three to four large 
IPOs in the pipeline will 
handle a significant por-
tion of the $8 billion to $9 
billion workload.

Sebi approves new contracts linked to 
the Nifty index intended for FPI

Mumbai: Derivatives on an index created especially for in-
ternational investors have been approved by India’s market 
regulator. According to persons familiar with the situation who 
asked not to be named discussing private information, the Se-
curities and Exchange Board of India has given the National 
Stock Exchange of India Ltd. permission to launch futures and 
options linked to the Nifty India FPI 150 Index. Launched in 
August of last year, the gauge measures 150 equities chosen 
for their accessibility to overseas investors, a factor that inter-
national benchmark providers like MSCI Inc. usually consider 
when choosing their index members.A spokesperson of the NSE 
declined to comment, citing the company’s upcoming IPO. An 
email requesting comment was not answered by SEBI. In prepa-
ration for its September debut, NSE, which received over two-
thirds of its revenue from derivatives in the previous fiscal year, 
is looking to expand its products. In the meanwhile, following 
months of withdrawals due to an equities downturn, India hopes 
to entice back international investors. Although there were no 
contracts existing as of the most recent date available, the FPI 
150 gauge already has dollar-denominated derivatives connect-
ed to it in GIFT City, an offshore venue with tax advantages. The 
rupee contracts would be listed in Mumbai and complement the 
range of futures and options that the NSE provides on a number 
of major gauges, such as the benchmark NSE Nifty 50 Index 
and the NSE Nifty Bank Index.
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Australia’s social media ban fails to clear 
the first hurdle in age checks for Under-16

Canberra: Australia’s on-
line platforms are fumbling 
at the very first stage of es-
tablishing age checks for 
users, rendering a world-
first teen social media ban 
ineffective, according to 
a research conducted by a 
team that advised the gov-
ernment on the limitations’ 
implementation.Since De-
cember, Australia’s new 
social media law has re-
quired that services such as 
Instagram, Snapchat, and 
YouTube prohibit persons 
under the age of 16 from 
creating an account.Opera-
tors must take “reasonable 
steps” to comply, with the 
government recommending 
numerous checks to deter-
mine users’ ages. 

The restriction, however, 
has been widely criticised, 
with research indicating 
that most people under the 
age of 16 continue to have 
access to the platforms, 
prompting Australia to in-

crease the maximum fine 
last month and warning of 
legal action against internet 
companies for noncompli-
ance.A team of software 
testers, who tested age-as-
surance software on more 
than 1,000 Australians last 
year, discovered that plat-
forms did not request age 
evidence on any of the 50 
accounts they made after the 
law went into effect and list-
ed the age as 16, according 
to Reuters. The previously 
unreported finding reveals 
a largely overlooked flaw: 
while the process has so far 
focused on the accuracy of 
photo-based age-assurance 
software, the initial vetting 
stage - which guesses a per-
son’s age range based on 
their general online activity 
- does not appear to be pick-
ing up young users for fur-
ther checks.“You should be 
asked to demonstrate how 
old you are, and not once 
have we been asked to veri-

fy our age or use age-assur-
ance measures,” said An-
drew Hammond, director at 
testing firm KJR, which ran 
the original trial in 2025. All 
50 test accounts are active 
and have been distributed 
among nine of the 10 plat-
forms that are subject to the 
age restrictions, including 
Meta’s Instagram, Snap’s 
Snapchat, TikTok and Al-
phabet’s YouTube, Ham-
mond said. Some dummy 
accounts received adver-
tisements for youth bank-
ing products, an indication 
the platform registered the 
person’s age range, Ham-
mond said. He stated that 
one account that claimed to 
be 16 when signing up for 
Elon Musk’s X was offered 
pornographic information. 
None of the platforms al-
lowed users who claimed 
to be under the age of 16 
to register. However, only 
one live-streaming plat-
form, Australia-based Kick, 

refused to allow users to 
register an account without 
evidence of age, according 
to the follow-up study. Snap 
and TikTok declined to 
comment, and Google and 
X, which SpaceX owns, did 
not reply to calls for com-
ment. A Meta spokesperson 
said Hammond’s shadow 
trial appeared inconsistent 
with the regulator’s guid-
ance of escalating “to for-
mal age verification when 
behavioural indicators sug-
gest they may be under-
age, or when an account is 
reported”.The spokesper-
son added that the dummy 
accounts were declared as 
over the minimum age and 
it was unclear if they had 
“posted content or engaged 
in a way a true under-16-
year-old user would”. 

A Kick spokeswoman 
stated that relying on age 
inference was not practi-
cable because the platform 
was young and lacked suf-
ficient data to guess user 
ages. A spokesman for the 
eSafety Commissioner stat-
ed that the authority “re-
mains confident that age-re-
stricted platforms have the 
technology and resources 
they need to prevent Aus-
tralian children under 16 
from having accounts”. Ac-
cording to the spokesman, 
the recommended technique 
of increasing strong checks 
“if implemented correctly 
ensures there is no single 
point of failure”.

Khamenei Will Be Regarded As The 
Second Imam Hussain In 100 Years
Tehran: Iran’s late Su-

preme Leader Ayatollah 
Seyed Ali Khamenei would 
be considered as the second 
Imam Hussain in a hundred 
years, Tehran announced 
on Tuesday, as thousands 
gathered around the coun-
try to pay their respects to 
him at a lavish funeral and 
sing revenge chants against 
the United States and Isra-
el.An Iranian top official 
briefed a group of foreign 
journalists during the funer-
al ceremonies for Ayatollah 
Khamenei, his family, and 
other officials killed in the 
US and Israel strike on Iran 
on February 28, saying that 
people have compared the 
leader’s assassination to 
Imam Hussain’s. ”Ayatol-
lah Khamenei will be re-
garded as the second Imam 
Hussain in 100 years,” the 
official stated, adding that 
his death marks a “turning 
point in Islam, Shi’ism, 
and Iran.”Imam Hussain, 
Prophet Muhammad’s 
grandson, was killed during 
the Battle of Karbala. The 
war is viewed as a fight for 
resistance, and Imam Hus-
sain is especially revered 
among Shia Muslims.In re-
sponse to a question, the of-
ficial stated that the call for 

revenge against the US and 
Israel for their atrocities is 
a want for justice, and there 
is nothing wrong with that. 

“What’s wrong with de-
manding justice?” the 
official said, as protests 
against the United States 
and Israel became louder. 
Hundreds of thousands of 
people have gathered in 
Iran as Khamenei’s final 
rituals are performed amid 
an overwhelming sense of 
grief and loss, with many 
seeking vengeance on the 
US and Israel for the mur-
derous strikes on February 
28. The attack murdered 
Khamenei and four of his 
family members, including 
his 14-month-old grand-
daughter Zahra.The child’s 
tiny casket has become 
the defining image of the 

days-long funeral proces-
sion, sparking a desire for 
vengeance from Iranians.
Mourners have gathered 
for the funeral proces-
sion, holding scarlet flags 
symbolizing “blood debt” 
and printed with messag-
es stating “Ya Latharat 
al-Khamenei”. 

This slogan is commonly 
repeated during Muharram 
processions, and its use at 
Khamenei’s burial rites 
signifies that his death is 
being linked to Imam Hus-
sain’s martyrdom.

Iran has converted the re-
cent war into a moral strug-
gle between justice and 
oppression by regularly 
referencing the martyrdom 
of Imam Hussain and battle 
of Karbala, where he was 
martyred.

Trump renews push for US to take over 
Greenland as he travels for NATO meeting
Washington DC:  Donald Trump has 

renewed his call for the United States to 
acquire Greenland, threatening to with-
draw all American armed forces from 
Europe when the continent consistently 
resisted.Arriving to the NATO summit 
in Ankara on Tuesday, the US president 
implied that his commitment to defend-
ing Europe had been tempered by lead-
ers’ political decisions on immigration 
and energy.Keir Starmer and European 
allies are determined to avoid anoth-
er public spat with Trump over defense 
expenditure following a grueling year 
for Nato, during which the Iran conflict 
exposed new flaws in the alliance. The 
UK has previously responded to accu-
sations from the US that some partners 
are “lagging behind” on financing, with 
Trump anticipated to chastise countries, 
including the UK, for failing to meet the 
aim of spending 3.5% of GDP by 2035.
As Trump landed in Turkey, he claimed 
that Starmer’s decision to stay out of 
the war with Iran had led to his demise, 
despite the fact that the prime minister’s 
stance had been popular with the British 
population.”I was very disappointed in 
Nato.” We were treated poorly because 
of anything we did in Iran. We don’t need 
anyone’s assistance, but before I asked, 
they said they wouldn’t be present,” the 

US president told reporters. Reviving a 
previous argument, Trump also claimed 
that the conflict over sovereignty of 
Greenland, which is part of Denmark, 
another NATO member, had “harmed” 
his relationship with the military alliance.
Denmark does not invest in Greenland, 
despite its importance to the US. The is-
land is surrounded by Chinese and Rus-
sian ships and should be managed by the 
US rather than Denmark. And when they 
wouldn’t go along with it, despite all the 
money we spent to assist them with Rus-
sia,” he said.” ”We don’t have to spend 
any money; we could remove all of our 
soldiers from Europe because, as you 
probably noticed, Europe is a very differ-
ent place than it was 20 years ago. They 
should be careful with immigration and 

energy.” If they aren’t cautious with those 
two things, Europe will cease to exist.”In 
response, UK Chancellor Rachel Reeves 
told reporters that “the future of Green-
land is up to the people of Greenland and 
Denmark, not the US president.” I’ve 
been pretty clear about this since it was 
first suggested.” Trump also reinforced 
his complaint that NATO partners do not 
spend enough on defense and are overly 
reliant on the United States, an accusa-
tion European countries are striving to 
counter by launching multibillion-pound 
defense agreements. ”Why are we invest-
ing hundreds of billions of dollars if they 
aren’t there for us? We’ve always been 
there for them,” he continued, despite the 
fact that NATO’s mutual defense clause 
has only been invoked once, following 
the September 11 attacks on New York, 
when allies joined US troops in Afghani-
stan.As part of efforts to reduce NATO’s 
reliance on the United States, the United 
Kingdom will spearhead a £37 billion 
European project to create a long-range 
missile capable of striking thousands 
of miles behind Russia’s frontline in 
Ukraine.Amid persistent concern about 
Trump’s commitment to the alliance, the 
UK will collaborate with France, Ger-
many, and the Baltic states to develop its 
own deep-precision attack capacity.

Days after Turkey rejected it, an LGBTQ+ cruise ship was denied admission into Egypt
Cairo:  This week, an 

LGBTQ+ cruise ship that 
was barred from Turkish 
waters was denied access 
into Egypt.On Thursday 
morning, the 2,000 guests 
on board the Scarlet Lady, 
including Broadway star 
Patti LuPone, discovered 
a message under their cab-
in doors alerting them to 
the ship’s urgent search 
for alternate ports. “Early 
this morning, we were in-
formed that Scarlet Lady 
has been denied entry into 
Egyptian waters, and, as 
a result, will no longer be 
able to call in Alexandria 
today,” Rich Campbell, the 
chief executive of Atlan-
tis Events, the tour group 
that chartered the Virgin 
Voyages ship, told passen-
gers.“I know how much 
this visit meant to so many 
of you. We successfully 
sailed a similar itinerary 
last year without issue. So 
we were surprised by this 
unfortunate decision,” he 
wrote.The note concluded: 
“Please know that both the 
Atlantis and Virgin Voy-
ages teams worked tire-

lessly to make this call in 
Alexandria a possibility. 
This news came as a sur-
prise to all of us, and we’re 
just as disappointed as you 
are.”The visit to Egypt was 
already a change to the 
planned tour, hastily ar-
ranged after the ship was 
refused entry to Turkey. 
No official reason has yet 
been given for the decision 
of the Egyptian govern-
ment.The 10-day Athens to 
Venice cruise was blocked 
from Turkey after authori-
ties published a statement 
online saying the cruise 
was chartered “by groups 
known for behaviours that 
do not align with the struc-
ture of our society and our 
moral values”. The ship’s 
arrival had been cancelled 
after it “sparked significant 
public concern”, they add-
ed. “There is absolutely no 
possibility of the group in 
question visiting our prov-
ince for an event of this na-
ture.”Randy Slovacek, who 
is on the cruise, wrote on 
his blog: “In the company’s 
36-year history, Atlantis 
had never had a ship denied 

entry to dock. And now it’s 
happened in two countries 
in one week.

 “Trust and believe, me 
and my fellow passengers 
will be fine: if they don’t 
want our tourism, we will 
sparkle and spend else-
where. As my fellow blog-
ger Joe Jervis once wrote: 
‘They wish we were in-

visible. We’re not. Let’s 
dance.’”Kyle Olsen, the 
owner of Hermes Holidays, 
another LGBTQ+ tour 
company, said he believed 
that if Turkey had not re-
fused entry to the ship this 
week, Egypt would not 
have issued its ban. “I wor-
ry that other countries are 
going to be emboldened 

in turn to ban gay cruises 
from their ports as well,” 
he said.“This is a sad rep-
resentation of the way the 
world is going. Successive 
governments are falling to 
rightwing groups and the 
rights of LGBT+ people 
are being taken away as a 
result across the globe.” 
Olsen said that after the ac-

tions of Turkey and Egypt, 
he would not be recom-
mending the countries to 
his customers. 

“But it’s important to note 
that the views of the gov-
ernment are not necessarily 
reflective of the views of 
the peoples of those coun-
tries,” he said. “We’ve 
been to Turkey and Egypt 
many times in the past 
and have found the people 
very warm, friendly and 
engaging.” Olsen, who has 
friends onboard the Scarlet 
Lady, said the Egypt stop 
had been expected to be a 
high point of the tour by 
the passengers, who had 
got up at 6am to be ready 
for the day. “This was lit-
erally a last-minute call by 
the Egyptian government,” 
said Olsen. “The night 
before, everything was 
fine.“Lots of passengers 
had paid a lot of money for 
private tours to see the pyr-
amids and the museums. It 
was going to be the trip of 
lifetime but now they’re in 
limbo.”The ship has now 
been rerouted a second 
time, and will be docking 

in Chania, Crete, on Friday 
and Montenegro on Sun-
day. Campbell called Tur-
key’s decision “stunning”, 
telling CNN: “The reason-
ing behind it is that it’s a 
gay group.”Atlantis had 
chartered cruises to Turkey 
13 times over the past 25 
years without incident, he 
added, and calls involving 
the US embassy in Turkey 
had failed to reverse the 
ban. LuPone, the 77-year-
old Tony award winner 
who is performing on the 
ship, shared her shock re-
garding the news on Insta-
gram on Saturday.

 “The Atlantis cruise I am 
performing on next week 
has been banned from en-
tering Turkey,” she wrote. 
“A ship – a magnificent 
ship – full of gay men. 
And me. Denied entry to 
Turkey simply because of 
who is onboard.“I am furi-
ous, but I am sailing, as the 
ship will make other ports 
of call. I am ready to per-
form for all the wonderful 
men on this Atlantis cruise, 
who deserve so much bet-
ter than this.”

The target of the 
ICE shooting that 
killed a Mexican 

immigrant 
was not

Mexico City: Federal au-
thorities had not been target-
ing a Mexican man living in 
the United States who was 
shot and killed by an Im-
migration and Customs En-
forcement agent in a Hous-
ton operation, according to 
US Rep. Sylvia Garcia stat-
ed on Thursday.Acting ICE 
Director David Venturella 
informed the Democratic 
lawmaker, whose district 
includes the Houston neigh-
borhood where the killing 
took place, that Lorenzo 
Salgado Araujo “was not 
a target.”According to his 
family, Salgado Araujo was 
a homebuilder who had been 
in the United States for over 
35 years, had no criminal 
history, and was almost done 
with the lengthy process of 
gaining legal status when 
he was assassinated early on 
Tuesday morning.“We must 
take action. In an interview 
with MS Now, Garcia stat-
ed, “This is just one more 
death too many.” “And if 
we’ve got to bring outside, 
independent folks to come 
in and look at it, we should 
do that.”An email requesting 
response late Thursday was 
not immediately answered 
by a Department of Home-
land Security spokeswoman.
DHS, which is in charge of 
ICE, previously claimed that 
when federal agents tried 
to pull over a car driven by 
Salgado Araujo, they were 
carrying out a targeted oper-
ation to apprehend a person 
in the nation without legal 
status. According to the or-
ganization, a federal officer 
shot a gun in self-defense 
after Salgado Araujo crashed 
an ICE car. DHS responded 
earlier on Thursday that po-
lice had been monitoring a 
location where they had pre-
viously seen two white vans 
when asked if ICE agents 
had been deliberately target-
ing Salgado Araujo.Officers 
were nearly to the target’s 
residence on July 7 when 
they noticed a white van car-
rying a person who looked 
like the target. The car stop 
was then started by officers, 
according to the agency.Un-
like earlier deaths involving 
federal immigration offi-
cials, the federal agents were 
not carrying body-worn 
cameras, according to DHS, 
and few images or record-
ings related to the shooting 
have surfaced in the days 
following the confronta-
tion. In a statement, DHS 
said the agents at the scene 
in Houston had not yet been 
issued body cameras, which 
it blamed on Democrats and 
a record government shut-
down that was fueled by 
President Donald Trump’s 
immigration crackdown.US 
Rep. Christian Menefee, a 
Democrat who also rep-
resents Houston, said if the 
agents didn’t have the de-
vices, it was because Trump 
and Republican lawmakers 
did not want them to be car-
rying them.“Houston is done 
accepting excuses from an 
agency that has more money 
than it knows what to do with 
and still can’t manage basic 
accountability,” he said in a 
statement. The shooting will 
be investigated, according to 
the Harris County District 
Attorney’s office. According 
to spokesperson Rafael Le-
maitre, the agency is speak-
ing with local prosecutors 
in Minneapolis, where two 
US citizens were shot and 
killed by federal agents, to 
find out how they handled 
investigations involving fed-
eral immigration officials.In 
an email statement, Lemai-
tre stated, “We are pursuing 
investigative avenues avail-
able to us and will conduct 
a review of any information 
we collect within our reach, 
even though access to key 
evidence remains under fed-
eral control.”

Twelve people are killed by wildfires in 
southern Spain as temperatures climb

Madrid :  A wildfire in 
Almeria, southern Spain, re-
portedly claimed the lives of 
twelve people. 

Approximately 150 fire-
men fought the fire, which 
started amid extreme heat.
According to a statement 
from the Andalusian region-
al administration, “the num-
ber of people who died in the 
fire in Los Gallardos has ris-
en to 12 after the confirma-
tion of six more deaths.”Ac-
cording to a statement from 
the regional government, at 
least six people were hurt 
in the incident, including 
a woman who sustained 
burns and another who was 
transported to the hospital 
due to smoke inhalation. 
The deaths occurred in the 
Bedar hamlet. Four others 
were treated at the scene for 
minor burns and respiratory 
problems caused by heavy 
smoke.Record wildfires in 

Europe show failure to adapt 
carries a mounting costAu-
thorities have not confirmed 
the cause of the fire, but 
witnesses told officials the 
blaze may have started after 
a power line fell, igniting dry 
vegetation before spreading 
rapidly through surround-
ing woodland.Roads were 
closed and residents evacu-
ated as the fire spread, with 
about 50 people housed in a 
cultural centre.Spain’s mili-
tary emergency unit, which 
is deployed in major emer-
gencies, was due to join fire-
fighting efforts in the coming 
hours. 

The head of the regional 
government of Andalusia, 
Juanma Moreno, expressed 
his condolences to the fam-
ilies of the people who died, 
calling it “a tragedy”.“Our 
hearts are heavy and we 
are devastated by grief,” 
he wrote on X.The wild-

fire comes as Spain suffers 
a heatwave, with scorch-
ing temperatures triggering 
orange weather warnings 
– the second highest level – 
across parts of Andalusia in 
recent days.Prime minister 
Pedro Sánchez said in May 
that Spain would deploy its 
largest-ever summer wild-
fire response this year.Fire 
weather – a combination 
of heat, drought and strong 
wind – is increasing in some 
parts of all continents. Hu-
man-caused climate break-
down is responsible for a 
higher likelihood of fire and 
bigger burned areas in south-
ern Europe, northern Eurasia, 
the US and Australia, with 
some scientific evidence of 
increases in southern China. 
Climate breakdown has in-
creased the wildfire season 
by about two weeks on av-
erage across the globe.Spain 
has experienced increasing-
ly frequent and prolonged 
heatwaves in recent years, 
with temperatures often ex-
ceeding 40C, creating con-
ditions for major wildfires. 
According to the European 
Forest Fire Information Sys-
tem (EFFIS), Spain saw its 
worst wildfire year in recent 
memory in 2025, with over 
393,000 hectares (971,000 
acres) burning.
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Sitting for longer than 
half an hour at a time each 
day raises the risk of dying 
from cancer, a study finds.
Sitting or lying down when 
awake for more than 30 
minutes in a single period 
each day was linked to 
an elevated chance of 
cancer death, according to 
researchers who followed 
over 90,000 individuals 
over a ten-year period. The 
results indicate that the risk 
rises with each additional 
hour of continuous inactiv-
ity.But the researchers also 
discovered that interspers-
ing spurts of physical 
activity with longer than 
30-minute intervals of 
inactivity could help lower 
the risk. They said that 
getting up every 30 min-
utes, even for a little stroll 
around the office, could 
have a positive impact on 
your health. Dr Frederick 
Ho, the lead author of the 
study at the University of 
Glasgow, said: “What our 
data shows is that sitting 

for more than 30 minutes at 
a time is particularly linked 
to a higher risk of cancer. 
Fortunately, it may be 
protective to mix up your 

sitting time with something 
as easy as a quick stroll.
Our research indicates that 
light movement should 
not be disregarded, despite 

the fact that current health 
recommendations place a 
strong emphasis on mod-
erate or intense exercise. 
Moving forward, scientific 

trials will help us move 
beyond boilerplate advice 
and establish tailored 
techniques for breaking up 
sitting time.” The results, 

which were published in 
Plos Medicine, concentrat-
ed on the everyday health 
consequences of extended 
periods of inactivity. Long 
stretches of time spent 
sitting or lying down when 
awake have long been 
linked to a higher risk of 
cardiovascular disease and 
several types of cancer, 
but the researchers note 
that little is known about 
whether the accumulation 
of sedentary time also 
affects health.They could 
find moments of physical 
activity. Housework and 
leisurely walking were 
beneficial hobbies. How-
ever, it seemed to lower 
that risk when prolonged 
periods of inactivity were 
replaced with movement. A 
12% lower chance of dying 
from cancer was linked to 
replacing one hour of daily 
sedentary behavior with 
mild physical exercise, 
including ironing or clean-
ing.An 8% decreased risk 
was linked to substituting 

30 minutes of moderate 
physical exercise, like 
walking at an average pace, 
for 30 minutes of inactivity 
each day.The risk was 22% 
reduced when five minutes 
of idleness was substitut-

ed with five minutes of 
strenuous physical activity 
each day, the study showed. 
The study’s weaknesses 
included the researchers’ 

statistical analysis of an 
observational study, which 
prevented them from estab-
lishing causation.

The results were intrigu-
ing, but more research 
would be required, accord-

ing to Prof. Kevin McCon-
way, an emeritus professor 
of applied statistics at the 
Open University who was 
not involved in the study.

Sitting for more than half an hour at a time is associated 
with an increased chance of dying from cancer

Four great frozen treats, from fruit splits to semifreddos
Blackcurrant and white 

peach splits from Kitty Tra-
vers: During a recent traffic 
congestion, on a day so hot it 
felt stagnant 
and almost 
interminable, I 
found myself in 
a little daydream 
of superiority. 
A homemade 
blackcurrant 
and white peach 
ice lolly, sharp 
and fruity with 
a subtle almond 
flavor (from using 
slightly underripe 
peaches), was taken 
from the freezer 
in a rare moment 
of foresight while 
my fellow drivers, 
slumped in their 
baking metal shells, 
watched. Between 
Elephant and Castle and Acton 
Central in London, I licked it 
with the certainty that it was the 
only thing I wanted. Ice lollipops 
are awesome! Wooden sticks and 
silicone molds are required. In a 
small skillet, add the sugar, water, 
and blackcurrants. Simmer over 
low heat until the sugar melts and 
the fruit bursts.

Use a stick blender or food 
processor to purée the 
blackcurrant mixture until 
completely smooth — if you’re 
using a stick blender it’s easiest 
to do this in a small jug. After 
passing the puree through a fine 
sieve and placing it in a sanitized 
basin, let it cool.After washing 
the peaches, cut them into a 
clean container and remove as 
much meat from the pit as you 
can. Puree the sugar, water, and 
lemon juice until it’s completely 
smooth.Pour the white peach 
puree through a strainer into a 
small, readily pourable basin or 
jug. To make your lolly more 
stable, lay some silicone lolly 
molds flat on a tray and insert the 
wooden sticks, leaving about a 
third of the stick visible outside 
the mold. Fill each mold halfway 
with the peach puree; this should 
be sufficient—up to the stick’s 
level. Freeze for two hours, or 
until the peach layer is sufficient-
ly frozen to allow the blackcur-
rant puree to be added without 
blending the two flavors. Pour the 
Black Curr.To design the lollies 
with edible petals (lilac, pansy, 
marigold, say), line a sheet tray 
(or anything similar that will fit 
in the freezer) with parchment 
paper. Carefully and swiftly 
remove the lollipops from their 
silicone molds, drop each one 
into a cup of apple juice, and then 
“stick” the petals to the lolly’s 
surface. Return to serve the free. 
Consume within a week. 

Matthew Adlard’s refreshing 
mint semifreddo: Fresh mint is 
an underappreciated baking in-
gredient, but it provides a cleaner, 

more lively flavor than artificial 
extracts. I’ve mixed it with 
chocolate to pay homage to the 
fa-

mous mint chocolate chip 
ice cream. A semifreddo is tradi-
tionally made with either a pâte 
à bombe or an Italian meringue 
base, but I favor the former since 
the extra fat from the egg yolks 
results in a richer, more luxuri-
ant texture. Making sugar syrup 
involves some accuracy, but the 
end result is definitely worth it. 
I prepared this in a loaf tin, 
but 

it 

would also work well in indi-
vidual silicone moulds. Lightly 
butter a 900g loaf tin and line it 
with clingfilm (or baking paper 
for a smoother finish). Set aside.
Gently crush the mint leaves to 
liberate their oils, then transfer 
them to a saucepan with the 
cream. Cook, stirring regularly, 
until the cream is steaming, 
then remove from the heat and 
cover with a lid. Allow to infuse 
for 30 minutes.Pass the infused 
cream through a sieve on a tared 
scale, then top with 400g of fresh 
cream. Place this in the refrigera-
tor to chill.Heat the water, honey, 
and sugar in a small saucepan 
over medium heat. Meanwhile, 
place the egg yolks in the bowl of 
a stand mixer fitted with a whisk 
attachment and whisk on medium 
until thickened.When the sugar 

mixture reaches 118C on a digital 
thermometer, gradually 

pour it over the whisking egg 
yolks. It will appear thin at first, 
but continue whisking until the 
bowl is cool to the touch and the 
mixture forms a ribbon, which 
should take approximately three 
to five minutes.Place the infused 
cream in a mixing dish and 
whisk until it forms medium-soft 
peaks.Fold the cream in two parts 
through the pâte 

à bombe base. 
Finally, add the chocolate curls 
and a pinch of flaked salt, folding 
until combined. Pour the mixture 
into the lined tin and freeze for 
at least six hours, preferably 
overnight. For the chocolate 
shell, combine the chocolate and 
oil in a small bowl and heat over 
a pan of slowly simmering water 
until melted. Remove from the 
heat and let cool for a minute. 
Working quickly, pour it over the 
semifreddo, drizzling it down the 
edges with the back of a spoon, 
and gently ripple the surface. 
Allow the chocolate shell to set 
for 1 minute before serving.

 Terri Mercieca’s salted pis-
tachio no-churn icecream and 
olive oil biscuits: My fiancée 
Ellie and I just went on a week-
end break to Cadiz in Andalucia, 
southern Spain. El Faro had a 
noteworthy dessert: pistachio 

panna cotta with olive oil and 
salt. Yes, I did say 
pistachio, which I 
have been avoiding 
due to the Dubai 
chocolate craze, 
but bear with 
me. Pistachios 
are delightful 
small green nuts, 
and the flavor 
combination has 
stuck with me 
ever since. As 

we 

went 
home 
through the 
cobbled 
alleys in the 
warm air, I 
imagined 
tortas de 
aceite 
(olive oil 
biscuits) 
with 
salted 
pista-
chio ice 
cream, drizzled with 
Spanish olive oil, and topped 
with sea salt. Tortas de aceite are 
a traditional Andalusian morning 
pastry that originated in Seville. 
The name “oil cakes” refers 
to the original recipe, which 
includes olive oil, anise, and ses-
ame. We used to prepare this at 
The Bennelong in Sydney in the 
1990s, so I’ve had this recipe for 

the past 30 years. This variation 
retains the spirit of the original 
but adds fennel and pistachio 
to match the flavours of the ice 
cream. Gently heat the olive oil 
in a pan until it reaches 120-130 
degrees Celsius on a kitchen 
thermometer; if you don’t have 
one, add a fennel seed and watch 
whether it sizzles. Turn off the 
heat and stir in the fennel seeds 
and powdered pistachios. Leave 
to cool.

Meanwhile, in a separate bowl, 
add the yeast, warm water, 

and 5g sugar. Allow to sit for 10 
minutes until foamy. Add the 
white wine and remaining sugar 
to the cooled oil, then stir in the 
flour and activated yeast. Knead 
lightly until a dough forms, then 
cover and let rest for an hour, or 
until somewhat puffy. Preheat the 
oven to 200C (180C fan)/390F/
Gas 6. Divide the dough in half 
and roll out thinly between two 

pieces of baking paper to 

create two 
40cm x 30cm sheets that are 
about 3mm thick. Place each 
dough sheet on a flat baking 
surface, equally sprinkle with 
demerara sugar, and bake for five 
minutes. Turn the tray and bake 
for another five minutes, or until 
the biscuits are evenly brown and 
puff up to about 4-5mm. While 

the dough is still hot, stamp out 
20 biscuits with a 9cm cutter 
and set aside to cool. Whisk the 
pistachio paste, evaporated milk, 
and whole milk until smooth; 
set aside. Whisk the double 
cream in a stand mixer or with a 
handheld mixer until firm peaks 
form. Scrape down the sides, 
then add the condensed milk 
and salt, whipping quickly to 
bring the mixture back to soft 
peaks. Whip the pistachio milk 
mixture into stiff peaks.Line a 
flat tray with baking paper. Once 

the tortas have cooled, place 

half of them flat on the tray and 
freeze for 10 minutes. Remove 
and place around 40g of the ice 
cream mixture in the center of 
each biscuit, allowing it to spread 
naturally to the edges. Gently 
add a second torta on top without 
pressing down. Return to the 
freezer for 20 minutes.Remove 
and roll the exposed ice cream 
edges in finely powdered pista-
chios before freezing again until 

ready 

to 
serve.You will have leftover ice 
cream, so freeze it in a container 
and serve in scoops with fried 
biscuit offcuts, a drizzle of olive 
oil, and sea salt flakes. 

Natasha Pickowicz’s salty 
hojicha icebox cake: Icebox 
cakes are simple to make, beau-

tiful to look at, and refreshing to 
consume. In short, they embody 
everything I enjoy about summer. 
Double cream will be steeped 
with powdered hojicha, a nutty, 
toasty-tasting Japanese green tea 
that dissolves in liquid with some 
constant whisking. Salty, buttery 
crackers taste even better folded 
and collapsed into the soft whip, 
as does the satisfying caramel 
crunch of candied peanuts. Best 
of all, the crisp inclusions aren’t 
piled into a tin like a classic 
icebox cake; instead, they’re 
folded into the dough in a few 
fast strokes, resulting in gorgeous 
slabs as speckled as an Italian ter-
razzo floor. Serve with additional 
fudge sauce and candied cherries 
spooned all over. Line a 23cm 
loaf tin with clingfilm or parch-
ment paper, leaving plenty of 
overhang; set aside.Whisk the ho-
jicha into the double cream, then 
leave to steep in the fridge for 
at least two to three hours.Pour 
a small amount of water into a 
saucepan – so it’s about knuckle 
deep – and bring to a low simmer 
over a low heat.Put the egg yolks, 
sugar, vanilla extract and salt in a 
small, heatproof bowl, whisking 
well to combine. Put the bowl 
snugly on to the simmering pan 
and, whisking continuously, cook 
until the sugar has dissolved 
and the mix has emulsified and 
lightened in colour – about three 
to four minutes.Remove the 
bowl from the heat and continue 
whisking until the mix is room 
temperature and has noticeably 
thickened – another three to four 
minutes. Add the cream cheese 
and whisk until thick, glossy, and 
completely smooth; no lumps 
should remain.Strain the infused 
double cream to remove any 
gritty tea residue, then pour the 
cream into a medium-sized bowl 
and whisk, either by hand or with 

a hand mixer, until 
stiff peaks form 
(about five minutes 
by hand, or two min-
utes with a mixer). 
Add the yolk mixture 
to the whipped cream 
and gently fold until 
fully smooth and bub-
bly.Spread the candied 
peanuts and Ritz crack-
ers on top, followed by 
the fudge sauce. Using 
a spatula, carefully fold 
everything together in 
a few passes to keep the 
fudge streaky.Pour the 
mixture into the prepared 
loaf tin and spread evenly. 
Bring up the overhanging 
clingfilm wings to wrap 
it up, then freeze for three 
to four hours.When ready 

to eat, flip the loaf tin onto a dish 
or chopping board and carefully 
remove it. Peel back and remove 
the clingfilm to uncover the cake 
underneath, then serve in 2cm-
thick chunks with extra fudge 
sauce.
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Vikrant Massey’s musafir cafe drops 
romantic track ahead of Netflix release
Mumbai :  Netflix’s upcoming series 

Musafir Cafe has released its first song, 
Tera Hua Sahiba, giving audiences an 
emotional glimpse into its romance-filled 
world ahead of its premiere on July 24. 
Presented by T-Series, the track has been 
composed and sung by Garvit-Priyansh, 
with Hansika Pareek lending her sooth-
ing voice to the melody.

The song serves as the first musical re-
lease from Musafir Cafe and acts as an 
emotional entry point into the show’s 
world of chance meetings, tender con-
nections and journeys shaped by love. 
Tera Hua Sahiba opens the doors to the 
world of Musafir Cafe, a series that fol-
lows three strangers, Chander, Sudha and 
Preeti, whose lives unexpectedly cross 
paths. Set against the scenic backdrops of 
Bhopal and Mussoorie, the show explores 
how some journeys are not defined by 
destinations, but by the people one meets 
along the way.The song mirrors the emo-
tional tone of the series. It begins with 
an intimate acoustic arrangement before 
gradually growing into a richer and more 
layered soundscape. Blending indie-pop 
warmth with the soul of acoustic rock, 
Tera Hua Sahiba captures the quiet ache 
and surrender of falling deeply in love. 
The lyrics of Tera Hua Sahiba have been 

penned by Priyansh Shrivastava and Ani-
ket Shukla. The song speaks about giving 
oneself completely to love, losing sleep, 
losing track of time and finding one’s 
world reflected in another person.Gar-
vit-Priyansh’s vocals form the emotional 
base of the track, while Hansika Pareek’s 
delicate voice adds softness, vulnerability 
and warmth. Together, their voices create 
a contrast that makes the song feel both 
intimate and expansive.The composition 
by Garvit-Priyansh balances tenderness 
with emotional intensity, making Tera 
Hua Sahiba a song that lingers even after 
it ends. Musafir Cafe follows Chander, 

Sudha and Preeti, three strangers whose 
journeys become unexpectedly inter-
twined. Through their encounters, the 
series explores love, hope, self-discovery 
and the emotional changes that happen 
when people enter each other’s lives at 
the right, or perhaps most unexpected, 
moment. Set during the monsoon and 
spread across Bhopal and Mussoorie, the 
show appears to blend romance, warmth 
and introspection with the comfort of 
old-school storytelling. Produced by Ter-
ribly Tiny Tales and Homemade Stories, 
Musafir Cafe will premiere on Netflix on 
July 24.

After jail release in 2018, Salman Khan’s 
heartwarming gesture for race 3 co-star

Mumbai :  Back in 2018, 
actor Saqib Saleem was 
shooting for Race 3 with 
seniors like Salman Khan, 
Bobby Deol and Anil Ka-
poor, among others. During 
the last leg of the shoot, 
he wanted to celebrate his 
birthday and invite Salman 
to the party. While the super-
star accepted this invitation, 
his Jodhpur jail sentence 

came as a roadblock. While 
Salman was released on bail 
soon, what happened next 
is a story that Saquib will 
never forget.Saqib Saleem 
told Variety India, “We were 
shooting for ‘Race’ on April 
2. It was our last day and my 
birthday was April 8. I told 
bhai, ‘Bhai, it’s my birthday 
on April 8.’ And I was won-
dering how do I tell him, 

‘I’m thinking of throwing 
a party; will you come?’" 
He added, “He just looked 
at me and said, ‘Of course 
I’ll come.’" Soon after this, 
Salman Khan was sentenced 
to jail in Jodhpur after being 
found guilty in the infamous 
poaching case. His arrest not 
only affected the film but 
also sent the industry into 
panic mode. As such, Saqib 
cancelled his grand celebra-
tions. 

However, Salman was 
released on bail just a day 
before Saqib’s birthday.He 
recalled, “He came back 
from jail on April 7, and 
we were watching it live on 
television. They said he had 
left the airport and he’s on 
his way home. So Bobby sir 
called me and said, ‘Listen, 
we’ll go. Say hi. He’s come. 
We’ll go.’ And I’ve forgotten 
that my birthday party, what-
ever."The actor added, “It 
was 11 pm, and I decided to 

sneak out quietly. So I went 
to him and told him, ‘Bhai, 
I will see you. I have to go 
somewhere.’ He said, ‘Wait 
a minute. Where are you go-
ing? Will you eat anything?’ 
I kept saying no, but he kept 
asking me to wait for 10 
minutes.’"“At 12 o’clock, 
there were three cakes and a 
birthday gift for me. 

And I just kept looking at 
him. I remember thinking, 
‘You are going through so 
much in your personal life, 
but you remembered.’ I’m 
sure somebody else ordered 
that cake and somebody else 
got that gift. But he thought 
about it. That day I realised, 
this man is just pure gold. 
The way he thinks about 
you, it’s lovely," Saqib 
said.“Since then, it’s one 
of my nicest friendships or 
other relationships I have 
with senior people in the 
business. It’s one of them," 
Saqib Saleem concluded.

Vijay’s last film 
Jana Nayagan 

release date on 
the cards

Diljit Dosanjh flooded with Satluj links 
on Instagram live after ZEE5 removal

Mumbai :  Just days after 
Satluj was taken down from 
ZEE5 India, Diljit Dosanjh 
addressed the controversy in 
an Instagram Live session. 
The actor, whose film has 
been caught in a years-long 
censorship battle, interacted 
with fans after they flooded 
the comments section say-
ing they had already down-
loaded the movie before it 
disappeared from the OTT 
platform.

Reacting to the comments, 
Diljit said he was happy that 
so many people had managed 
to download the film. He 
even urged those who had it 
to share the download links 
with others so more people 
could watch Satluj until it 
returns to ZEE5. He also en-
couraged viewers to watch 
the film with their families.In 
another moment from the live 
session that has since gone vi-
ral, Diljit said, “Hun tension 
nahi, sab ne kar layi down-
load," adding that he was no 
longer worried because peo-
ple had already accessed the 

film before it was removed.
Diljit also reflected on the 

film’s difficult journey to re-
lease, saying neither he nor 
the makers sought help from 
the Punjabi film industry or 
Bollywood. “We’ve been 
fighting to get this film re-
leased for the last three to 
four years. We never went to 
anyone asking for support. 
I never asked anyone from 
my industry, nor did I ever 
ask anyone in Bollywood to 
help release our film, sup-
port us, or stand by us. We 
fought this battle ourselves," 
he said in Punjabi.He went on 
to add, “Everyone feels their 

own struggle is the biggest. 
Whatever work you’re in, 
everyone is fighting their own 
battle on their own platform. 
We too brought our film to 
the audience on our own, got 
it released, and made sure it 
reached the people."

Directed by Honey Trehan, 
Satluj was originally titled 
Ghallughara before being re-
named Punjab ’95 and finally 
Satluj. The film is inspired by 
the life of human rights ac-
tivist Jaswant Singh Khalra 
and spent years in limbo after 
reportedly facing more than 
120 suggested cuts from the 
CBFC.

Chennai :  Actor Vijay’s 
upcoming film Jana Nay-
agan is one of the most 
awaited movies of the year. 
The film is directed by H. 
Vinoth and marks Vijay’s 
final movie before entering 
politics full-time. It boasts 
a stellar cast, including 
Priyamani, Pooja Hegde, 
Bobby Deol, Narain, and 
Prakash Raj, among others.
If reports are to be believed, 
Jana Nayagan has cleared 
the censorship process and 
is heading for a grand the-
atrical release soon. If ev-
erything goes as planned, 
the film is expected to hit 
theatres on July 23, 2026. 
However, the makers are yet 
to officially announce the 
release date.Earlier, an un-
finished version of the film 
was leaked online, and mul-
tiple people were arrested 
in connection with the leak. 
The music for Jana Nayagan 
has been composed by An-
irudh Ravichander. 

Aamir Khan and Gauri Spratt tie the 
knot, celebrate with joyful dance

Mumbai :  Aamir Khan 
married Gauri Spratt in an 
intimate ceremony at his res-
idence in Pali Hill, Mumbai, 
on July 5. The couple, who 
have been together for over 
two years, officially regis-
tered their marriage under 
the Special Marriage Act. 
Cricketer Irfan Pathan, who 
attended the intimate wed-
ding ceremony on Sunday, 
has given fans a sneak-peek 
into Aamir and Gauri’s big 
day. He shared a video that 
shows the couple exchang-
ing vows, sharing a hug and 
joyfully dancing together at 
their wedding.The video clip 
shared by Irfan Pathan shows 
Aamir Khan first reading out 
his wedding vows, followed 
by Gauri Spratt sharing hers 
in an intimate moment during 
the ceremony. Behind the 
couple sat Aamir’s children, 
Ira Khan and Junaid Khan. 
Gauri’s son from her previ-
ous marriage was seated be-
tween the couple, while Azad 
Rao Khan, Aamir’s son with 
ex-wife Kiran Rao, was also 
present. The family members 
were seen warmly applauding 
as the couple completed their 
vows. Aamir was later seen 
gently kissing Gauri’s hand. 
The video also shows the 
newlyweds dancing joyfully 
with the guests present at the 
wedding ceremony. Rajku-
mar Hirani, Raj Thackeray, 
Avinash Gowariker, Amin 
Hajee, and others were seen 
in attendance, enjoying the 
celebrations as they watched 
the couple dance.Sharing the 
video, Irfan Pathan wrote, 
“Dear Amir Bhai & Gauri, 
Heartiest congratulations 
on your wedding! Wishing 

you both a lifetime of love, 
happiness, laughter, and to-
getherness. May Allah bless 
your beautiful journey with 
endless joy and countless 
blessings. So happy for you 
both, congratulations once 
again!"Aamir Khan wore a 
traditional ivory outfit for his 
wedding with Gauri, with a 
statement brooch on the left 
side of his chest. Meanwhile, 
Gauri looked stunning in a 
beige lehenga accessorized 
with elaborate jewellery.
Aamir Khan and Gauri Spratt 
first met each other about 25 
years ago, when they were 
only acquaintances. Years lat-
er, they reconnected through 
family members in mid-2023.
From being acquaintances, 
Aamir Khan and Gauri Spratt 
gradually grew closer, eventu-
ally forming a friendship that 
later turned into a relation-
ship. After dating for nearly 
18 months, the couple made 
their relationship public in 
2025. On the eve of his 60th 
birthday, Aamir officially in-
troduced Gauri to the media.
Aamir was earlier married 
to Reena Dutta in 1986; the 
couple divorced in 2002. 
They have two children, Ira 
and Junaid. He later married 
filmmaker Kiran Rao in 2005, 
with whom he shares a son, 
Azad. The two separated in 
2021 but continue to co-par-
ent their son amicably.

Gaurav Khanna's Ex Akanksha Chamola 
shares heartbreaking stance on marriage

Mumbai :  TV actor Gaurav Khanna’s wife 
Akanksha Chamola has made up her mind. 
The actress, who confirmed her divorce from 
Gaurav on Lock Upp Season 2, says she has 
no intention of ever getting married again. For 
the first time in her adult life, she says, she will 
be living entirely on her own terms. “I don’t 
want to get married again. I think I am done. 
But first time in my life, main akeli rehne waa-
li hoon. Like, not under my parents’ roof or not 
under my husband’s roof. I am going to have 
my own house. I am going to ride solo for life 
now," she said inside the Lock Upp house.
The divorce, Akanksha revealed, came down 
to one fundamental difference — their views 
on having children. She told fellow contes-
tants Shreya Kalra and Sufi Motiwala that she 
never felt a maternal instinct, even during their 

marriage. “Jab hum shaadi mein the, mera ma-
ternal instinct kabhi nahi tha. But I was open 
to discovering it and it was never shut down. 
But gradually I realised that I am not meant for 
it and he was okay with it. But I guess, in time, 
that shifted," she said. Akanksha and Gaurav 
married in November 2016 after the two met 
at an audition. She was 24 at the time. They 
were considered one of television’s popular 
couples for nearly a decade before the sepa-
ration. “I got married so young, I was married 
when I was 24," she said, reflecting on how 
much her life is about to change.

In the same episode, Akanksha also spoke 
openly about being bisexual. She said wom-
en have always been her safe space. “Mujhe 
ladkiya pasand hain. Main admire karti hoon, 
main attract hoti hoon unke taraf. I think mera 
woh safe space hain. Growing up, mujhe lagta 
hain ki its a very male dominated world toh 
humesha aap mummy, beheno ke taraf jaate 
ho… kahi na kahi jo comfort zone unse milta 
hain. I love that feminine energy, I love that 
comfort and thrive in that. Aise society mein 
rehte hain jaha log bolte hain ki ladkiya dost 
nahi rah sakti jealousy hota hain ya competi-
tion hota hain. Mere mein woh sab nahi tha, 
mere liye all females are beautiful. It’s a tag 
that society has given, for me it’s pure love," 
she said.

Mumbai:  Reflecting on 
his expansive career path 
across the Hindi film in-
dustry, actor Saif Ali Khan 
discussed the transforma-
tion of creative norms and 
narrative resolutions in 
mainstream cinema, not-
ing structural elements in 
his earlier projects that 
contrast with contempo-
rary audience expectations.
The discourse focused 
specifically on the narra-
tive resolution of the 1995 
action-drama production 
Kartavya, directed by 
Raj Kanwar, which fea-
tured Khan alongside late 
co-star Divya Bharti and 
antagonist Amrish Puri. 
Reflecting on the project 
over three decades after 
its cinematic release, Khan 
observed that structural 
narrative choices common 
in twentieth-century film-
making occasionally failed 
to deliver logical account-
ability for central charac-
ters. Specifically, he noted 
that the resolution of the 
film permitted the primary 
antagonist to evade formal 
consequences or clear nar-
rative retribution, a struc-
tural conclusion he views 
with critical perspective 
under modern storytell-
ing frameworks.The actor 
contrasted the open-ended 
resolutions of early-career 
projects with contempo-
rary audience preferences, 
which heavily prioritize 
thematic clarity, logical 
character arcs, and narra-
tive resolution. He empha-
sized that modern film go-
ers seek coherent character 
journeys where motiva-
tions and actions encounter 
definitive resolutions by 
the conclusion of the pro-
duction. Beyond structural 
choices, the actor noted 
that modern technical ad-
vancements, streamlined 
production pipelines, and 
specialized screenwriting 
methods have systemat-
ically elevated industry 
standards compared to the 
decades preceding the dig-
ital shift.Kartavya repre-
sented a significant chapter 
in the actor’s early film-
ography, gaining notable 
media attention during its 
production timeline due to 
the tragic demise of lead 
actress Divya Bharti prior 
to completion. The pro-
duction was subsequent-
ly finalized following the 
casting of Juhi Chawla to 
fulfill the remaining se-
quences. 

Saif Ali Khan
 Reflects on 

Evolving 
Cinematic 
Standards

Filmmaker Laxman Utekar Approaches Hrithik 
Roshan For Upcoming Directorial Venture

Mumbai:  Director Laxman Utekar has initiated 
preliminary discussions with actor Hrithik Roshan to 
headline his next cinematic project, marking a poten-
tial collaboration following a string of high-revenue 
releases for the filmmaker.The director extended a 
formal proposal to the actor for a feature film planned 
to enter active development immediately after the 
rollout of his next biographical production. Roshan 
has yet to deliver a formal response to the creative 
offer due to existing professional commitments. 
The actor is currently immersed in comprehensive 
pre-production development for Krrish 4, an upcom-
ing science-fiction sequel that will also serve as his 
formal directorial debut. The project is being jointly 
financed through a collaborative production agree-
ment between Rakesh Roshan and Aditya Chopra.
The approach to the actor coincides with Utekar’s 
preparation for the theatrical release of Eetha, a his-
torical biographical drama scheduled to debut na-

tionwide on August 28, 2026. The narrative chron-
icles the life and artistic contributions of Vithabai 
Narayangaonkar, a legendary Marathi Lavani and 
Tamasha performer. The biographical feature stars 
Shraddha Kapoor in the titular role alongside an en-
semble cast featuring Mohammed Zeeshan Ayyub 
and Randeep Hooda, with a musical score composed 
by the duo Ajay-Atul. The project follows the mas-
sive box office performance of Utekar’s prior direc-
torial venture, Chhaava, a historical epic centered on 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj that achieved signifi-
cant commercial success by accumulating 467 crore 
rupees globally.Concurrently, Roshan finalized prin-
cipal photography for a high-profile cameo appear-
ance in the Rajinikanth-led action sequel Jailer 2, 
directed by Nelson Dilipkumar. The actor executed 
his specific filming sequences over a two-day sched-
ule on June 22 and June 23, 2026, in Chennai. The 
performance marks his first on-screen collaboration 

with Rajinikanth in 40 years, following their prior 
cinematic pairing in the 1986 release Bhagwaan 
Dada. The action sequel, which also features guest 
appearances from Mohanlal, Shiva Rajkumar, Vi-
jay Sethupathi, and Mithun Chakraborty alongside 
a core cast of SJ Suryah, Ramya Krishnan, Vidya 
Balan, and Yogi Babu, is slated for a worldwide the-
atrical release on October 15, 2026.

Aamir Khan’s Luxury Ruby Wedding Ring for 
Gauri Spratt Showcases Rare Craftsmanship
 Mumbai: Aamir Khan 

and Gauri Spratt’s wed-
ding on July 5, 2026, was 
a private and intimate cere-
mony, distinct from typical 
celebrity weddings, held at 
Aamir’s residence in Ban-
dra, with only close fami-
ly and friends present. A 
significant highlight from 
the event was a bespoke 
ruby wedding ring Aamir 
gifted to Gauri, diverg-
ing from the traditional 
diamond rings common-
ly seen. The ring, crafted 
by luxury jewellery brand 
QWEEN, features a natural 
cabochon-cut Madagascar 
ruby, noted for its rarity—
less than one in a million. 
The creation process of the 

ring took over 256 hours 
and involved 131 artisans, 
showcasing extraordinary 
craftsmanship and result-

ing in a piece intended to 
be an heirloom.The design 
of the ring is characterized 
by its crown-like setting, 

which deviates from mini-
malist styles often found in 
bridal jewellery. The ruby 
is encased in a gold struc-

ture with scalloped peaks 
that evoke royal imagery, 
complemented by milgrain 
beading and a bombé sig-
net profile. Surrounding the 
ruby are multiple natural 
diamonds that enhance its 
richness and depth.Previ-
ously, Aamir had presented 
Gauri with a rare Brazilian 
aquamarine ring during 
their engagement, under-
scoring a pattern of gifting 
unique and symbolical-
ly meaningful jewellery. 
Overall, the ruby wedding 
ring has emerged as a focal 
point of discussion from 
the couple’s quietly cele-
brated wedding, signifying 
personal thought and rarity 
over conventional choices.
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New Delhi, July 12: On Wednes-
day, while en route from Yogyakarta 
to the nearly 1,000-year-old Pramba-
nan Temple complex, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi shared a spectacular 
aerial view from his helicopter, de-
scribing the monument as majestic.
Prime Minister Modi took to X to 
share a stunning aerial view from his 
helicopter, tweeting, “The majestic 
Prambanan Temple!” as they reached 
the historic site.The aerial flight 
comes ahead of the formal open-
ing of an India-backed conservation 
and restoration program at the huge 
site, which represents a significant 
milestone in New Delhi’s cultural 
diplomacy under the Act East strat-
egy. The foundation for this heritage 
partnership was solidified on Tues-
day, following extensive bilateral 
discussions between Prime Minister 
Modi and President Prabowo. The 
two leaders exchanged a Letter of 
Intent for the preservation project 
while reaffirming their commitment 
to deepening the India-Indonesia 
Comprehensive Strategic Partner-
ship to foster a peaceful, stable, and 
prosperous Indo-Pacific.Situated on 
the island of Java, the Prambanan 

Temple Complex stands as the largest 
hindu temple site in Indonesia and the 
second largest across Southeast Asia, 
behind Cambodia’s Angkor Wat. 
Spanning nearly 40 hectares, the an-
cient compound originally comprised 
around 240 temples, remaining today 
as one of Indonesia’s most prominent 
cultural landmarks and a testament to 
deep-rooted subcontinental links. The 
Hindu Mataram Kingdom oversaw 
the construction of the architectural 

masterpiece in the ninth century CE. 
According to historical records, king 
Rakai Pikatan initiated the monumen-
tal project, which was completed by 
his successor, Lokapala, to signal the 
empire’s devotion to Shaivite Hindu-
ism, as an architectural counterpoint 
to the Buddhist Borobudur Temple 
built nearby by the rival Sailendra dy-
nasty.At the center of the compound 
are three towering temples dedicat-
ed to the Hindu Trimurti: Lord Shi-

va, Lord Vishnu, and Lord Brahma. 
The central Shiva Temple, built of 
volcanic stone, dominates the terrain 
at a height of around 47 metres, dis-
playing ancient Hindu architectural 
design with its soaring spires, sym-
metrical layouts, and beautiful gates. 
The external walls have extremely 
intricate reliefs depicting scenes from 
the Ramayana and other great Hin-
du epics. These carvings depict the 
tremendous religious and cultural 
interchange that occurred centuries 
ago across Southeast Asia via marine 
trade channels, academic networks, 
and historic commercial routes. The 
court highlighted serious concerns 
regarding custodial violence, noting 
the absence of explanations for inju-
ries sustained by the accused in the 
custody of the CBI. The judge con-
demned the use of physical coercion, 
asserting that the legitimacy of inves-
tigations lies in fairness, not fear. The 
court directed a medical examination 
for the accused and mandated an im-
partial inquiry to identify responsible 
officers, emphasizing that dismissing 
such allegations would undermine 
constitutional rights and the integrity 
of criminal justice.

PM Modi shares breathtaking aerial image of 
Prambanan Temple during his Indonesia tour

TMC vs BJP: New Political Narrative 
Emerges in Battle Over Bengal’s Future
New Delhi, July 12: 

Three former Trinamool 
Congress MPs are ready to 
return to the Rajya Sabha, 
although in different col-
ors, weeks after resigning.
Sushmita Dev, Sukhendu 
Shekhar Roy, and Prakash 
Chik Baraik, who had just 
resigned Mamata Baner-
jee’s party and their Ra-
jya Sabha seats, formally 
joined the BJP on Thurs-
day. Within hours, the BJP 
nominated them as candi-
dates for the byelections to 
the three seats left vacant 
by the same leaders. The 
elections for these seats 
will take place on July 24. 
The BJP’s quest to dis-
mantle the Trinamool Con-
gress is far from complete. 
Rukmini Mallick, another 
MP, has also sent the Ra-
jya Sabha Chairman her 
resignation and will meet 
with him in person shortly 
to give it over. According 
to reports, two of the re-
maining nine TMC Rajya 
Sabha MPs may join the 

BJP soon. Bhalo Trinamool 
Leaders The inclusion of 
former Trinamool officials 
in the BJP contradicts the 
party’s public statements 
that it will not induct 
TMC politicians due to 
charges of corruption and 
goondaism. However, on 
Tuesday, state BJP presi-
dent Samik Bhattacharya 
called it an “exception” 
while inducting Sukhendu 
Sekhar Roy, Sushmita Dev 
and Prakash Chik Baraik 
into the BJP.He had earlier 
also propounded the theo-
ry of “good TMC and bad 
TMC”,

 under which there would 
be no hesitation in tak-
ing along “bhalo” (good) 

TMC leaders. Before the 
split, TMC had 13 MPs in 
the Rajya Sabha. A split 
and merge with the BJP or 
any other party, requires 
9 MPs. Since that number 
could not be managed, the 
BJP has adopted a strategy 
of getting MPs to resign 
and then fielding them on 
its symbol to send them 
back to the House. The 
strategy weakens the Tri-
namool while shoring up 
BJP’s numbers in the Rajya 
Sabha.

 After July 24, the BJP’s 
strength in the Rajya Sabha 
will rise to 117, its highest 
ever. The BJP will now be 
six votes shy of a simple 
majority of 123 on its own.

Death Toll in Wayanad Tunnel Collapse 
Rises to Seven, One Worker Still Missing
New Delhi, July 12: The 

death toll in the collapse 
of an excavation debris 
mound at the under-con-
struction Anakkampoy-
il-Kalladi-Meppadi twin-
tube tunnel project has risen 
to seven after rescue teams 
recovered another body 
during search operations on 
Friday. One worker remains 
missing as multi-agency 
rescue efforts continue for 
the fourth consecutive day.
The latest body was recov-
ered from a river near the 
accident site, where rescue 
personnel have been con-
ducting an extensive search 
despite persistent rainfall 
and difficult terrain. Author-
ities said efforts are con-
tinuing to trace the missing 
worker.The accident oc-
curred on July 7 near the 
Meenakshi Bridge at Kalla-
di, close to the tunnel’s en-
try portal linking Kozhiko-
de and Wayanad districts. 
Continuous heavy rain trig-
gered a massive collapse of 
excavated soil and rock that 
had been stored near the 
construction site. The de-
bris swept through the area, 
burying workers, construc-
tion vehicles and heavy 
machinery.Teams from the 
National Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF), Kerala Fire 
and Rescue Services, police 
and other emergency agen-
cies have been using ex-
cavators, earthmovers and 
other heavy equipment to 

remove large quantities of 
mud and debris while con-
tinuing the search operation.
The incident has prompted 
a high-level investigation 
into the safety measures 
adopted at the project site. 
State government officials 
said earlier warnings had 
been issued regarding the 
accumulation of excavated 
material on the hillside near 
the tunnel entrance. Accord-
ing to official records, local 
authorities and the Public 
Works Department had di-
rected the executing agency 
on June 20 to remove the 
debris, citing safety con-
cerns and the risk posed 
by the monsoon season.
Following the collapse, the 
Kerala government ordered 
separate departmental in-
quiries to examine whether 
safety guidelines and regu-
latory directions had been 
ignored. Police have also 
registered a case of unnat-
ural death, and the findings 
of the investigations will 
determine whether further 
legal action is warranted.
Seven workers injured in 
the incident remain under 
treatment at hospitals, while 
authorities have assured 
that rescue operations will 
continue until the missing 
worker is located. The tun-
nel project is considered a 
key infrastructure initiative 
aimed at improving connec-
tivity between Wayanad and 
Kozhikode districts.

Centre Seeks Clarifications from Messaging 
Platforms on Username-Based Identity Features

New Delhi, July 12: The 
Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology (Me-
itY) has received detailed re-
sponses from WhatsApp and 
Telegram regarding their us-
ername-based messaging fea-
tures as the Centre examines 
whether the proposed sys-
tems provide adequate safe-
guards against cyber fraud, 
impersonation and identity 
theft. Signal has also been 
asked to explain the security 
measures built into its exist-
ing username framework.

The Centre had earlier is-
sued notices to the three en-
crypted messaging platforms 
after expressing concerns 
that allowing users to com-
municate without sharing 
their phone numbers could 
make it easier for fraudsters 
to carry out phishing attacks, 
digital arrest scams and im-
personation of individuals, 
businesses and government 
agencies. As part of the con-

sultation process, the govern-
ment extended the deadline 
for WhatsApp’s response 
after the company sought 
additional time to furnish 
technical details.According 
to officials, WhatsApp has 
informed the government 
that the proposed feature 
incorporates several safe-
guards to prevent misuse. 
These include automated 
systems to detect suspicious 
account creation, limits on 
frequent username changes 
and restrictions on the num-
ber of first-time conversa-
tions that can be initiated 
using usernames alone. The 
company has also assured 
the Centre that the feature 
will not be rolled out in India 
until consultations with the 
government are completed.
Meta has also stated that us-
ernames already verified on 
its Facebook and Instagram 
platforms will be reserved 
for their legitimate owners to 

reduce the risk of imperson-
ation. Additional protections 
will prevent the creation of 
deceptive usernames resem-
bling those of public figures, 
government departments and 
recognised organisations. 
The platform further said us-
ers receiving messages from 
newly created or unfamiliar 
accounts would be shown 
additional contextual infor-
mation to help identify po-
tential fraudulent activity.

The government has wid-
ened its scrutiny beyond 
WhatsApp by seeking sim-
ilar explanations from Tele-
gram and Signal, saying that 
the same standards on user 
safety and fraud prevention 
should apply uniformly to 
all messaging platforms of-
fering username-based com-
munication. 

Officials have indicated 
that the objective is to ensure 
privacy-enhancing features 
do not compromise public 
safety or hinder efforts to 
combat cybercrime.

The responses submitted 
by the companies are cur-
rently being examined by 
MeitY, following which the 
government is expected to 
decide whether addition-
al safeguards or regulatory 
measures are required before 
such features are introduced 
or expanded in India.

Maharashtra Unveils Rs 13,000-Crore Plan to 
Strengthen Mumbai’s Flood Management

New Delhi, July 12: 
The Maharashtra gov-
ernment has announced a 
₹13,000-crore integrated 
flood mitigation plan aimed 
at strengthening Mumbai’s 
resilience against urban 
flooding through a com-
bination of conventional 
drainage infrastructure and 
nature-based solutions.
Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis informed the State 
Legislative Assembly that 
the proposed master plan 
has received in-principle 
approval from the National 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (NDMA). A detailed 
project report (DPR) is be-
ing prepared to identify pri-
ority locations and finalise 
the scope of the works be-
fore implementation begins.

The project is proposed to 
be funded through a shared 
financial model under which 
the National Disaster Re-
sponse Fund (NDRF) will 
contribute 40 per cent of the 
cost, while the Maharashtra 
government and the Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corpo-
ration (BMC) will bear 30 
per cent each.According to 
BMC officials, the plan has 
been developed after nearly 

a year of consultations with 
the NDMA and the Union 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
including technical assess-
ments and site inspections. 
The objective is to reduce 
the impact of intense rainfall 
and recurring waterlogging 
by modernising the city’s 
stormwater management 
system.Additional Munic-
ipal Commissioner Abhijit 
Bangar said the project will 
combine conventional engi-
neering measures with eco-
logical interventions to im-
prove rainwater absorption 
and drainage. The proposed 
works include expanding 
pumping stations in flood-
prone areas such as Mahul 
and Mogra, accelerating the 
next phase of the Mithi Riv-
er rejuvenation project and 
upgrading the city’s storm-
water drainage network to 
handle rainfall exceeding 
55 millimetres per hour.

The master plan also pro-
poses several nature-based 
solutions, including the de-
velopment of sponge parks, 
bio-retention areas and un-
derground detention and in-
filtration tanks designed to 
temporarily store rainwater 
and gradually release it into 

the ground. Officials said 
these measures are intend-
ed to reduce surface runoff 
and improve groundwater 
recharge during heavy rain-
fall.To further minimise 
waterlogging, the BMC 
plans to introduce perme-
able pavements in selected 
areas, allowing rainwater to 
seep into the soil instead of 
flowing directly into drains. 
The project also includes 
the installation of intercep-
tion systems in major drains 
and nullahs to capture float-
ing plastic waste and other 
debris before they obstruct 
stormwater channels.Offi-
cials said the initiative is 
expected to enhance Mum-
bai’s long-term climate 
resilience by integrating 
environmental restoration 
with modern drainage infra-
structure.

 While acknowledging 
that no system can com-
pletely eliminate flooding 
during exceptionally heavy 
monsoon events, they said 
the proposed interventions 
are expected to substantial-
ly reduce the frequency and 
severity of urban inunda-
tion in vulnerable parts of 
the city.

New Delhi:  Australia’s Big Bash League (BBL) 
will begin its 2026-27 season in India, with the 
opening match set to be played in Chennai in 
December, Australian Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese announced on Friday. Albanese made 
the announcement alongside Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on the final day of his three-day visit 
to Australia, describing it as part of the expanding 
sporting relationship between the two countries. 
The BBL is one of the world’s leading franchise 
T20 competitions and the decision to stage its 
season opener in Chennai will mark the first time 
an official BBL match is played outside Australia. 
While India has hosted international cricket and 
the Indian Premier League, no overseas domestic 
cricket league has previously staged an official fix-
ture in the country. Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Friday visited the iconic Melbourne Cricket 
Ground (MCG), where he said the venue evokes 
two emotions for every Indian: the excitement of 
an India-Australia cricket match and the recog-
nition that cricket is much more than just a sport 
for both nations. ”Stepping into the MCG evokes 
two simultaneous emotions for any Indian. First, 
the thrill of an India-Australia match and second, 
the realisation that, in both our nations, cricket is 
not merely a sport but a shared passion,” he said. 
Yet, today, there is no pressure of a ‘last-over fin-
ish.’ Instead, there is only the joy of the game, the 
warmth of our friendship, and the energy of future 
champions.” Further details, including the teams 
involved, the venue and the schedule for the cul-
tural festival, are expected to be announced in the 
coming weeks. Cricket Australia later confirmed 

that the season opener would feature the Mel-
bourne Renegades and Perth Scorchers, with the 
match forming part of a broader effort to expand 
the league’s presence in one of the world’s biggest 
cricket markets. The BBL is already broadcast in 
India through a media rights agreement with Jio-
Star that runs until 2030. Cricket Australia has 
also explored the possibility of attracting exter-
nal investment from the region as part of wider 
discussions around the future of the competition. 
Alistair Dobson, executive general manager of the 

Big Bash Leagues, said taking the competition 
overseas was aimed at introducing the BBL to new 
audiences. ”The popularity of the BBL extends far 
beyond our shores,” Dobson told AFR Weekend. 
“Continuing to build our game in new markets and 
connect with fans in really powerful ways is about 
the long-term growth of our league. That shows up 
in the value of our media rights, the opportunity 
for sponsors to connect with bigger and growing 
audiences, and for our players and our clubs to un-
cover new opportunities.”

PM Announces Big Bash League’s Opening Match Will 
Be Played in India During Australia Visit Together

Messi’s World Cup Message Takes Centre Stage During 
Argentina’s Independence Day Mass Celebration

Buenos Aires: Lionel 
Messi’s influence on Ar-
gentina has long stretched 
beyond football. On the 
country’s 210th Inde-
pendence Day, it reached 
one of its most symbolic 
stages yet, as the nation-
al captain’s words were 
read aloud inside Buenos 
Aires Cathedral during 
a special Mass attended 
by President Javier Mil-
ei. With Argentina pre-
paring for a FIFA World 
Cup quarter-final against 
Switzerland, Archbishop 
Jorge Garcia Cuerva in-
voked Messi’s message 
from the 2022 World Cup 
triumph in Qatar, using it 
as a call for national uni-
ty on one of the country’s 
most important public 
holidays. ”Let us keep our 
shirts on, and with pas-

sion, let us bring to life 
the message that Lionel 
Messi once posted on his 
social media,” Garcia Cu-
erva told the congregation 
before reading the cap-
tain’s now-famous words. 
“When we Argentines 
fight together and stand 
united, we are capable of 
achieving whatever we set 
our minds to.” It was a fit-
ting tribute to a footballer 
who, more than four years 
after leading Argentina to 
World Cup glory in Qa-
tar, continues to embody 
much more than sporting 
success. 

At 39, Messi continues 
to write new chapters in 
an international career 
that has already deliv-
ered almost everything 
imaginable. The captain 
is featuring in his sixth 

consecutive World Cup 
and has scored in each of 
Argentina’s five matches 
at the tournament, leading 
the Golden Boot race with 
eight goals.His perfor-
mances have once again 
placed Argentina among 
the favourites to retain 
the trophy they lifted in 
Qatar, although a quar-
ter-final against Switzer-
land now stands between 
the defending champions 
and another step towards 
history. Whether or not 
Argentina ultimately go 
all the way, Thursday 
served as another remind-
er of Messi’s unique place 
in the country’s identity.
Argentina’s World Cup 
journey resumes against 
Switzerland, with Messi 
once again expected to 
lead from the front.
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Neymar retires after Brazil’s World Cup exit 
against Norway, ends international career

New Jersey: Neymar has announced 
his retirement from international foot-
ball after Brazil’s FIFA World Cup 
campaign ended in heartbreaking fash-
ion with a 2-1 defeat to Norway in the 
Round of 16. The 34-year-old brought 
the curtain down on a glittering 16-year 
international career moments after the 
final whistle, saying his journey with the 
Selecao had reached its end. 

The announcement came after an emo-
tional night in New Jersey, where Brazil 
were stunned by Erling Haaland’s late 
brace despite Neymar scoring a stop-
page-time penalty. Speaking after the 
defeat, an emotional Neymar admitted 
he had given everything to return for 
one final World Cup but accepted that 
his international story was now over. ”I 
tried and tried, but now it’s over,” Ney-
mar said. The defeat marked a painful 
end to a tournament that had already 
tested Neymar physically. Having ar-
rived at the World Cup carrying an inju-
ry, he missed Brazil’s opening matches 
before gradually working his way back 
into Carlo Ancelotti’s plans. Even after 
regaining fitness, however, the Brazil-
ian superstar was largely used from the 
bench, making substitute appearances 
against Scotland and Norway. His final 
goal in Brazil colours came from the 
penalty spot deep into stoppage time 
against Norway, but it proved little more 
than a consolation as the five-time world 

champions crashed out of the tourna-
ment. Neymar walks away as Brazil’s 
all-time leading men’s goalscorer, fin-
ishing with 80 goals in 129 international 
appearances after making his senior de-
but in 2010. 

Across four FIFA World Cups, he be-
came the face of Brazilian football for 
more than a decade, carrying the expec-
tations of a nation desperate to reclaim 
the sport’s biggest prize. Although the 
World Cup ultimately eluded him, 
Neymar enjoyed memorable moments 
on the international stage, winning the 
FIFA Confederations Cup in 2013 be-
fore captaining Brazil to Olympic gold 
on home soil at Rio 2016 after previous-
ly claiming silver at the London Games 
in 2012. His international journey was 

rarely straightforward. Injuries repeat-
edly interrupted major tournaments, 
while the weight of expectation often 
followed him wherever Brazil played. 
Yet through it all, Neymar remained the 
focal point of the national team, produc-
ing moments of brilliance that cemented 
his place among the country’s great-
est-ever footballers.Neymar fought his 
way back from injury to make the World 
Cup squad, worked tirelessly to regain 
fitness and eventually returned to the 
pitch, only to watch Brazil fall at the first 
knockout hurdle. When the final whistle 
sounded against Norway, Neymar stood 
motionless before emotion finally took 
over. Tears replaced words as teammates 
consoled the man who had carried Bra-
zil’s hopes for decade.

Sachin Tendulkar congratulates Australia on 
record Women’s T20 World Cup title triumph

New Delhi: Indian cricket 
legend Sachin Tendulkar con-
gratulated Australia on win-
ning the ICC Women’s World 
Cup 2026, praising the team’s 
consistency and composure 
throughout its unbeaten ti-
tle-winning campaign. 

Australia clinched a re-
cord-extending seventh 
Women’s World Cup title 
after defeating England in 
the final at Lord’s. Chasing 
151 for victory, Australia 
completed the chase in 17.1 
overs, with Beth Mooney 
top-scoring with 64 runs after 
England were bowled out for 
150. Reacting to the triumph, 
Tendulkar lauded Australia’s 
ability to adapt to different 
situations during the tourna-
ment. ”Congratulations to 
Australia on another World 
Cup title! The unbeaten run 

really shows how well they 
managed different match sit-
uations and stayed consistent 
throughout. That kind of sta-
bility is usually what brings 
trophies home,” Tendulkar 
wrote on X. Chasing a target 
of 151, Australia reached the 
finish line with 17 balls to 
spare after recovering from 
the early loss of opener Geor-
gia Voll, who was dismissed 
by Lauren Bell in the second 
over. Mooney steadied the 
chase with a fluent half-cen-
tury, while Litchfield played 
an aggressive supporting role 
as the pair dominated the En-
gland attack. 

Their partnership powered 
Australia to 62/1 at the end 
of the powerplay, the sec-
ond-highest powerplay score 
in a Women’s T20 World Cup 
knockout match, behind Aus-

tralia’s own 63/2 against the 
West Indies earlier in the tour-
nament. The duo continued 
to build momentum, taking 
Australia beyond the 100-run 
mark in the 11th over before 
Charlie Dean dismissed Li-
tchfield for a well-made 48 in 
the 13th over.

Mooney reached her fifty 
from 38 deliveries, registering 
her ninth Women’s T20 World 
Cup half-century to equal Nat 
Sciver-Brunt’s record. She 
continued to accelerate the 
scoring before Sophie Eccle-
stone removed her for 64 in 
the 16th over. Ellyse Perry 
and Ashleigh Gardner then 
ensured there were no further 
setbacks, guiding Australia 
to victory with an unbeaten 
stand to seal the title. Earlier, 
Australia’s disciplined bowl-
ing display restricted England 
to 150/4 after captain Sophie 
Molineux opted to field first. 
England endured a difficult 
start as Amy Jones (7) and 
Danni Wyatt-Hodge (8) de-
parted during the powerplay. 
Alice Capsey briefly counter-
attacked with 23 before fall-
ing, while Heather Knight’s 
dismissal for 2 left the hosts 
struggling at 70/4.

Mexico boss Aguirre resigns after World 
Cup exit, backs Marquez as successor

New Delhi:  Javier Agu-
irre’s third spell as Mexico 
coach ended on Sunday 
with a 3-2 defeat to England 
in the World Cup round of 
16, bringing the curtain 
down on a tenure that re-
stored belief around El Tri 
and produced the country’s 
deepest run at the tour-
nament in 40 years. Hav-
ing announced before the 
tournament that he would 
step down after the World 
Cup, Aguirre signed off 
by backing assistant Rafa 
Marquez to take charge of 
the national team. “I would 
have liked to say goodbye 
to my people with a vic-
tory. That hurts,” Aguirre 
said after the match. ”We 
tried. The players need to 
leave with their heads held 
high. Today it could not be. 
We failed to capitalise, but 
I want to thank them all.” 
The 67-year-old returned 
for a third stint as Mexico 
coach in July 2024 with 
the aim of leading one of 
the tournament’s co-hosts 
to a memorable campaign. 

While Mexico fell short 
of a first quarter-final ap-
pearance since 1986, they 
exceeded expectations 
by topping Group A with 
four consecutive victories. 
Mexico beat South Africa, 
South Korea and the Czech 
Republic without conced-
ing a goal before defeating 
Ecuador 2-0 in the Round 
of 32 to reach the last 16. 
Marquez, who joined Agu-
irre’s coaching staff after 
leaving Barcelona Athletic, 

is expected to succeed him. 
The former defender cap-
tained Mexico at five World 
Cups and made 147 appear-
ances for the national team, 
establishing himself as 
one of the country’s most 
accomplished footballers. 
England ended Mexico’s 
run after surviving a tense 
finish at the Estadio Azteca. 
The match was delayed by 
an hour because of adverse 
weather before Jude Bell-
ingham scored twice to 

put England in command. 
Julian Quinones pulled one 
back for Mexico, while 
Harry Kane restored En-
gland’s two-goal cushion 
from the penalty spot after 
Jarell Quansah had been 
sent off. Raul Jimenez 
converted a late penalty, 
but Mexico could not find 
an equaliser despite sus-
tained pressure in the clos-
ing stages. England coach 
Thomas Tuchel praised his 
side for coping with the 
hostile atmosphere after 
playing more than half the 
match with 10 men. ”If a 
team has heart and belief, 
it’s this team,” Tuchel said. 
“They did it on pure will. 
It was an iconic match in 
an iconic stadium. I have 
no words. I’m very, very 
proud.” Bellingham, who 
scored twice, credited Mex-
ico for pushing England all 
the way. “It’s the best night 
of my England career and 
just unbelievable,” he said. 
“It was a chaotic game but 
credit to Mexico. We nev-
er underestimated them 

for one minute and they 
were exactly as good as we 
thought they would be. But 
this team showed character 
tonight.”

 Aguirre leaves having 
overseen Mexico’s best 
World Cup campaign in 
four decades. The attention 
now shifts to Marquez, who 
is set to begin preparations 
for the 2030 World Cup. 
Javier Aguirre’s third ten-
ure as Mexico coach ended 
with a 3-2 loss to England 
in the 2026 World Cup 
round of 16, marking Mex-
ico’s best run in 40 years. 
Mexico topped Group A 
with four wins, then de-
feated Ecuador before fall-
ing to England in a tense 
match. Aguirre announced 
his departure pre-tourna-
ment and endorsed assis-
tant Rafa Marquez, a dec-
orated former player, as 
his successor. England’s 
resilience, including a late-
game penalty, secured their 
win in an intense, atmo-
spheric contest at Estadio 
Azteca.

Shreyas Iyer Tears Team India Apart Following 
Humiliating Loss Against England

New Delhi:  India skipper Shreyas Iyer 
said his team was “atrocious” after suffer-
ing their worst ever T20 defeat in terms 
of runs, a humbling thrashing by England 
at Trent Bridge on Tuesday. Fast bowlers 
blew away the T20 world champs India. 
Jofra Archer and Josh Tongue suffered a 
catastrophic 125-run loss. England pro-
duced 201-7, with Phil Salt scoring 70, 
while T20 world champions India only 
nearly surpassed the opener’s tally before 
succumbing to 76 all out in 12 overs.  Ar-
cher and Tongue were simply too much 
for India to handle, hitting speeds of more 
than 90 mph (145 kmh) as they ripped 
through the tourists’ top-order with the 
new ball.Tongue finished with career-best 
statistics of 4-28 and Archer 3-29 as En-
gland took a 2-0 lead in the series with two 
games remaining after the first was washed 
out.Tuesday’s outcome easily topped In-
dia’s previous greatest run-loss in a T20, 
an 80-run defeat by New Zealand in Wel-
lington in 2019. It also followed India’s 
shocking 2-0 series defeat against Ireland 
in Belfast last month.”It was atrocious,” 
Iyer told Sky Sports. “I can’t think of an-
other word.” “Losing by such a large mar-
gin is unacceptable.” “Hard lengths aided 
the bowlers on this wicket, although we 
didn’t take many. Establishing patterns is 
crucial when chasing.We fell short; our 
execution was terrible,” he said. By con-
trast, England skipper Harry Brook said: 
“Salty played a mega innings... To get to 
200 on a tricky surface was a phenomenal 
effort.”Brook, turning to England’s efforts 
in the field, added: “We didn’t need to talk 

much before the chase, the bowlers knew 
exactly what we needed to hit the top of 
the stumps with the occasional bouncer. As 
simple as it sounds, it worked beautifully 
tonight.”Archer hurried teenage sensa-
tion Vaibhav Sooryavanshi with a 90 mph 
bouncer and then smiled when the 15-year-
old somehow struck the next ball for six 
over gully.Two of Tongue’s first three balls 
also went the distance but from then on 
it was one-way traffic. Abhishek Sharma 
slashed to deep point, Sooryavanshi gloved 
behind as he attempted to attack Archer’s 
following bouncer, and Ishan Kishan hit 
Jacob Bethell with a flat pull.When Ar-
cher dismissed Iyer and Axar Patel, India 
was all but defeated at 52-5 after five de-
liveries. Will Jacks stumped Tilak Varma 
before Tongue removed Shivam Dube 
and dismissed Harshit Rana with a diving 
catch at backward point by Tom Banton.  
Leg-spinner Adil Rashid claimed two late 
wickets as India, who won the toss, only 
just surpassed their lowest T20 score of 74. 
Earlier, Jos Buttler started England off with 
36 before being bowled by Prince Yadav’s 
inswinging yorker.Salt, after a slow start, 
smashed many boundaries in an expensive 
over from Varun Chakravarthy, including 
a long-hop for six before smashing three 
consecutive fours for a 36-ball fifty. Sam 
Curran’s 41 not out increased the total.En-
gland can clinch the series with a victory in 
the fourth T20 at Bristol on Thursday, but 
Iyer said: “It’s a great opportunity to come 
back strong, not to dwell on the past.” 
We’ve played dreadful cricket, but there’s 
still a lot to learn.

Zverev Overcomes Mid-Match Obstacle to 
Secure Historic Wimbledon Quarterfinal Spot

London, July 08:  Ger-
man second seed Alexander 
Zverev weathered a strong 
comeback attempt from 
Czech Republic’s Jiri Lehec-
ka to complete a four-set vic-
tory on Centre Court, secur-
ing a place in the Wimbledon 
quarterfinals for the first time 
in his career. The 29-year-old 
athlete completed the match 
under intense heat with a fi-
nal scoreline of 6-4, 7-5, 3-6, 
7-6 (8-6) after the contest 
was pushed into a second 
day.  The round-of-16 match-
up originally commenced on 
Monday evening under the 
stadium roof, where Zverev 
established a commanding 
lead of two sets to love and 
drew level at 3-3 in the third 
set. However, play was sus-
pended just before 11:00 
PM due to the All England 
Club’s strict local curfew. 
Upon Tuesday’s resumption, 
a listless Zverev struggled 
early, dropping 12 of the 
first 13 points as a re-ener-
gized Lehecka broke serve 
to quickly claim the third set 
6-3.  The 13th-seeded Czech 
continued to pressure Zverev 
into a highly competitive 
fourth set, forcing a deci-
sive tiebreak. Zverev built 
an early lead in the tiebreak 

and earned multiple match 
points, but he committed a 
double fault on his second 
opportunity to give Lehecka 
a temporary reprieve. The 
contest concluded shortly 
thereafter when Lehecka net-
ted a backhand, allowing the 
German to seal the victory 
in just under three and a half 
hours of active play.  With 
this victory, Zverev achieved 
the milestone of reaching the 
final eight at all four Grand 
Slam tournaments, joining 
Boris Becker, Michael Stich, 
and Tommy Haas as the only 
German men in the Open Era 
to accomplish the feat. He 
also stands as the only male 
singles competitor to reach 

the quarterfinals at the Aus-
tralian Open, French Open, 
and Wimbledon during the 
current season.  Zverev, who 
entered the tournament with 
heightened confidence after 
capturing his maiden Grand 
Slam title at the French Open 
last month, expressed im-
mense relief at breaking his 
12-year Wimbledon quarter-
final drought. He is scheduled 
to face American Taylor Fritz 
in the next round. Anticipat-
ing a fast-paced, powerful 
serving duel, Zverev noted 
that the upcoming quarterfi-
nal match would likely fea-
ture limited baseline rallies, 
as both players regularly hit 
serves exceeding 140 mph.  

Ronaldo Bows Out of World Cup with 
Enduring Legacy Despite Portugal Exit
London, July 08: The curtain came down on Cristiano 

Ronaldo’s illustrious FIFA World Cup journey after Por-
tugal suffered a narrow 1-0 defeat to Spain in the Round 
of 16, bringing an end to the legendary forward’s sixth 
and final appearance at football’s biggest tournament.At 
41, Ronaldo left the field knowing his pursuit of the one 
major honour missing from his remarkable career had 
come to an end. Portugal’s elimination marked the close 
of a World Cup chapter that spanned two decades, during 
which the forward remained one of the defining figures 
of international football.The veteran endured a difficult 
outing against Spain, struggling to influence proceedings 
as Portugal found it hard to break down their opponents. 
The decisive moment arrived deep into stoppage time 
when Spain found the breakthrough, leaving Ronaldo 
visibly emotional as the final whistle confirmed his coun-
try’s exit.Questions have emerged over Portugal’s tactical 
approach, particularly the decision to keep Ronaldo on 
the field throughout the contest despite several changes 
elsewhere in the lineup. Debate is expected to continue 
over whether a different strategy could have altered the 
outcome.Although age had inevitably reduced his physi-
cal sharpness, Ronaldo still contributed three goals during 
the tournament, demonstrating flashes of the quality that 
made him one of football’s greatest goal scorers. His final 
World Cup campaign reflected both his enduring determi-
nation and the realities of a career approaching its conclu-
sion.Ronaldo’s World Cup journey began in 2006 when he 
helped Portugal reach the semi-finals. Subsequent tourna-
ments brought moments of brilliance alongside repeated 
heartbreak, including last-16 exits in 2010 and 2018, a 
group-stage elimination in 2014, a quarter-final defeat in 
2022, and another Round of 16 exit in 2026Speaking after 
Portugal’s elimination, Ronaldo confirmed that the tour-

nament was his last World Cup. He expressed satisfaction 
with his contribution to the national team, highlighting 
Portugal’s historic achievements during his international 
career, including the UEFA Euro 2016 title and other ma-
jor honours.Despite never lifting the World Cup trophy, 
Ronaldo departs the global stage with one of the sport’s 
most distinguished records. He remains among football’s 
greatest-ever goal scorers and leaves behind an extraordi-
nary legacy built through sustained excellence, relentless 
dedication and countless individual and team achieve-
ments across club and international football.While com-
parisons with Argentina captain Lionel Messi are likely to 
continue for years, Ronaldo’s place among the game’s all-
time greats remains firmly established. His farewell from 
the World Cup signals the end of an era, but his influence 
on football is expected to endure long after his final ap-
pearance on the tournament stage.

Jelena Djokovic’s heartfelt message to 
Felix reveals why their kids adore him

New Delhi:  The Delhi 
government is preparing to 
roll out its prominent wel-
fare program, which aims 
to provide a monthly allow-
ance of ₹2,500 to socio-eco-
nomically disadvantaged 
women, with the launch ten-
tatively scheduled for Au-
gust 28, to coincide with the 
festival of Raksha Bandhan. 
According to administrative 
officials familiar with the 
development, the project has 
entered the advanced stages 
of implementation planning.
The government is current-
ly evaluating two primary 
methods for the transfer of 
funds. The administration is 
considering a direct benefit 
transfer system to deposit 
the money directly into the 

bank accounts of the bene-
ficiaries, or alternatively, al-
locating a portion of the fi-
nancial assistance into fixed 
deposit accounts opened in 
their names. A final deci-
sion on the precise structur-
al model of disbursement 
is yet to be formalized by 
government authorities.To 
ensure seamless logistics 
for the large-scale distribu-
tion of funds, government 
representatives have con-
ducted multiple consulta-
tive meetings with banking 
institutions. Official sources 
indicated that all necessary 
foundational preparations, 
regulatory processes, and 
banking alignments are an-
ticipated to be completed by 
the middle of August.


