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Weak monsoon leaves Meghalaya waterfalls running

Shillong, July 07: A
sharp decline in monsoon
rainfall has raised concerns
across Meghalaya’s tour-
ism industry, with many of
the state’s iconic waterfalls
flowing at much lower lev-
els than usual during the
peak tourist season. Ac-
cording to the India Me-
teorological ~ Department
(IMD), Meghalaya has re-
corded a 74 per cent rain-
fall deficit so far this mon-
soon. Officials attributed
the shortfall to the absence
of favourable weather
systems over the Bay of
Bengal, which normally
trigger widespread heavy
rainfall across the region.
IMD  Shillong Director
Thangjalal Lhouvum said
the rainfall deficit is being
closely monitored and that
updated rainfall figures for
both the state and individual
districts are regularly pub-
lished by the department.

low, tourism sector watches closely

Although tourist footfall
has remained largely sta-
ble, those visiting popular
destinations such as Sohra
have noticed that several
waterfalls are far less spec-
tacular than expected. Hotel
owners say many visitors
compare the present con-
ditions with photographs
and videos seen on social
media before their trip.
Local trekking guides
echoed similar concerns,
saying some tourists ar-
rive expecting the dramatic
monsoon scenery for which
Meghalaya is famous.
While reduced rainfall has
made trekking routes safer
and easier to navigate, the
comparatively smaller wa-
terfalls have left a section
of visitors underwhelmed.
Transport operators, how-
ever, say the dry spell has
improved road conditions.
With fewer rain-related
disruptions and landslides,

tourists have been able to
travel more comfortably
and cover additional desti-
nations within a single day.
Stakeholders in the hospi-
tality sector remain opti-
mistic that rainfall will im-
prove in the coming weeks.
They point out that tourism
sustains thousands of live-
lihoods by generating busi-
ness for homestays, restau-
rants, transport services,
local guides and artisans.
The IMD has forecast be-
low-normal rainfall over
the next two weeks, though
the overall seasonal out-
look for Meghalaya con-
tinues to remain normal.
Tourism stakeholders also
stress that Meghalaya’s ap-
peal extends well beyond
its waterfalls, highlighting
its natural landscapes, rich
culture, adventure tourism
and unique visitor expe-
riences as key attractions
throughout the year. Tour-

ism stakeholders also em-
phasize that Meghalaya’s
appeal extends well beyond
its waterfalls, highlighting
its natural landscapes, rich
culture, adventure tourism
and unique visitor expe-
riences as year-round at-
tractions. They believe that
diversifying promotional
campaigns to showcase
cultural festivals, indige-
nous cuisine, and eco-tour-
ism initiatives could help
offset the impact of re-
duced monsoon spectacle.
Environmental experts
have also cautioned that
prolonged rainfall deficits
could affect groundwater
recharge and biodiversity
in the state’s fragile eco-
systems. They urge author-
ities to balance tourism
promotion with conserva-
tion measures, ensuring
that natural resources are
preserved even as visitor
numbers grow.
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Chowna Mein Reviews
Arunachal Dairy, Poultry
Roadmap

Itanagar, Jul 07: Deputy
Chief Minister Chowna Mein
chaired a review meeting on
Tuesday to discuss a detailed
action plan prepared by the
Department of Animal Hus-
bandry, Veterinary & Dairy
Development for strength-
ening the dairy and poultry
sectors in the state.

The meeting was held un-
der the leadership of Animal
Husbandry &  Veterinary,
Dairy Development Minister
Gabriel D. Wangsu. Discus-
sions focused on strength-
ening dairy infrastructure,
expanding cold chain facili-

ties and milk collection net-
works, upgrading livestock
healthcare services, and fast
tracking growth in both dairy
and poultry sectors. DCM
Mein underlined the need to
assess past schemes, learn
from challenges, and build
a practical and sustainable
model that delivers long term
results. “The Government of
Arunachal Pradesh will ex-
tend full support to reduce
dependence on imports, em-
power our farmers, and de-
velop a self reliant livestock
sector,” he assured.Travel
Guides & Travelogues

Mizoram
Plans
More Taxi
Permits

Aizawl, Jul 07: The
Mizoram government is con-
sidering issuing additional
taxi permits if the number
of wvehicles registered on
the newly launched Mizo-
taxi app proves inadequate
to meet commuter demand,
Transport Department offi-
cials said on Monday. The
Mizotaxi mobile applica-
tion, introduced on July 1
and currently operational
in Aizawl, was launched to
regulate public transport
fares and prevent passengers
from being overcharged.
The Mizotaxi mobile appli-
cation, introduced on July
1 and currently operational
in Aizawl, was designed to
regulate public transport
fares and prevent passengers
from being overcharged. Of-
ficials explained that the app
aims to bring transparency
to fare collection, standard-
ize taxi services, and reduce
disputes between drivers
and commuters. Transport
authorities noted that initial
registration numbers on the
app have been lower than
expected, raising concerns
about whether the avail-
able fleet will be sufficient
to meet daily passenger re-
quirements. To address this,
the government is weighing
the option of issuing more
taxi permits to expand the
pool of vehicles eligible to
operate under the Mizotaxi
system. Officials empha-
sized that the move would
not only improve commuter
convenience but also pro-
vide livelihood opportuni-
ties for local drivers. They
added that the government
is closely monitoring feed-
back from passengers and
operators during the app’s
rollout phase to ensure
smooth functioning. Trans-
port experts have further
suggested that integrating
digital payment options,
GPS tracking, and real-time
ride monitoring into the
Mizotaxi platform could en-
hance commuter confidence
and strengthen regulatory
oversight.

Drugs Worth Rs 2.4 Grore Seized
In Assam; Three Arrested

Guwabhati, Jul 07: Assam po-
lice intercepted a major narcotics
consignment in Dhubri district,
seizing drugs valued at nearly
24 crore and arresting three
individuals in connection with
the case. Chief Minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma confirmed the
development, commending the
swift action of the district police.
“Red card, your game’s up,”
Dhubri Police declared in a state-
ment, celebrating the successful
operation. Sarma, in a social me-
dia post, lauded the team for their
vigilance, noting that the inter-
ception marked another decisive
victory in the state’s ongoing bat-
tle against drug trafficking.

Authorities have initiated legal

proceedings against the accused,

reinforcing the government’s
commitment to dismantling
networks that fuel the narcotics
trade. The Chief Minister em-

phasized that Assam Police’s re-
lentless crackdown continues to
deliver results, Emphasizing the
administration’s ~ zero-tolerance
stance on drug-related crimes.

Meghalaya requests Gentre to transfer
coal mining annroval IIOWBIS to state

Shillong, Jul 07: Megha-
laya Chief Minister Conrad
K. Sangma on Tuesday urged
the Centre to delegate key
powers related to coal mining
approvals to the state, saying
the move would enable thou-
sands of tribal coal-holders to
secure lawful mining conces-
sions without having to seek
clearances from authorities
outside Meghalaya.

During a meeting with
Union Coal and Mines Minis-
ter G. Kishan Reddy in New
Delhi, Sangma requested that
the Central Government in-
voke Section 26 of the Mines
and Minerals (Development
and Regulation) Act, 1957,

to empower the state to grant
prior approval for coal mining
leases and approve mining
plans. Sutnga-Saipung MLA
Santa Mary Shylla accompa-
nied the Chief Minister during

the meeting.

Sangma emphasized that
Meghalaya’s unique tribal
landholding system requires
a more localized approach to
mining regulation. He not-

ed that delays in obtaining
central clearances have long
hindered tribal coal-holders
from transitioning to legal
mining practices, leaving
them vulnerable to economic
hardship and legal uncertain-
ty. “Delegating these powers
to the state would not only
uphold the spirit of the Sixth
Schedule but also ensure that
tribal communities benefit
directly from lawful mining
activities,” he said. The Chief
Minister underscored that the
state government has already
taken steps to align mining
practices with environmen-
tal safeguards and regulatory
compliance.

server Failure Halts Tripura Recharges,
Outages |!Illlle Statewide Protests

Agartala, Jul 07: Wide-
spread public protests erupted
across several parts of Tripu-
ra on Monday as prolonged
server failures in the state’s
electricity distribution sys-
tem reportedly prevented
consumers from recharging
prepaid smart meters, lead-
ing to power disconnections
and severe inconvenience.
Demonstrations and  road
blockades were reported from
Teliamura, Dharmanagar and
Kailashahar, while residents
in parts of Dharmanagar also
protested over irregular and
allegedly unsafe drinking wa-
ter supply. The most intense
protest took place in Teliamu-
ra, where men and women
blocked the National High-
way after claiming they had
been unable to recharge their
prepaid electricity meters for
nearly three days because of a
server malfunction. Protesters
alleged that their electricity
connections were disconnect-
ed despite repeated attempts
to recharge, leaving many
households without power
during the monsoon season.

Residents questioned why
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consumers should suffer for
a technical failure beyond
their control and demanded
that electricity supply be re-
stored until the server issue is
resolved. They suggested that
electricity charges could tem-
porarily be adjusted through
the previous billing system
instead of disconnecting pow-
er supply.

As the highway blockade
disrupted traffic, the admin-
istration deployed police and
central paramilitary personnel
to clear the road. According to
protesters, police resorted to a
lathi-charge after they refused
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to withdraw the blockade,
resulting in injuries to sever-
al demonstrators, including
women. The alleged use of
force has triggered criticism
from sections of the public,
who accused the administra-
tion of suppressing protests
instead of addressing the un-
derlying technical problem.
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
Apurba Krishna Chakraborty
and officials from Teliamura
Police Station reached the
spot and attempted to per-
suade protesters to lift the
blockade. However, demon-
strators reportedly remained

firm on their demand for im-
mediate restoration of elec-
tricity and a permanent solu-
tion to the recharge crisis.
Meanwhile, in Dharman-
agar, residents alleged that
the electricity department’s
Division-I and Division-II
offices have been facing serv-
er failures for nearly a week,
preventing prepaid meter
recharges and delaying new
electricity-related  services.
Long queues of consumers,
including elderly people,
women and working profes-
sionals, were reportedly seen
outside the offices, with many
returning home without re-
ceiving any service. Accord-
ing to local officials, the dis-
ruption is due to a technical
fault in the server infrastruc-
ture. The Division-II Manag-
er reportedly informed con-
sumers that restoring normal
services could take another
four to five days. The ex-
planation has further fuelled
public anger, with consumers
demanding immediate alter-
native arrangements to en-
sure uninterrupted electricity

supply.

Guwahati, Jul 07: Fakua
Dol (also known as Fakuwa
Doul), a historic monument
in Assam’s Sivasagar dis-
trict, has fallen into a dilapi-
dated state, raising concerns
over its preservation and the
urgent need for restoration
of the heritage structure.
The alleged neglect by the
Assam government has con-
tributed to the deteriorating
condition of the protected
heritage structure.

Located about 4 km west
of Sivasagar town near the
historic Talatal Ghar, Fakua
Dol is one of the region’s
distinctive historical land-
marks. The pyramid-shaped
monument was built be-
tween 1703 and 1704 A.D.
by Ahom king Swargadeo
Rudra Singha in memory of
his mother, Queen Joyma-
ti Kunwari, and is widely
believed to mark her burial
site (maidam). The monu-
ment, which stands about
30 feet tall on an octago-
nal plinth, is regarded as a
unique example of Ahom-
era architecture and holds
significant historical and
cultural value. The monu-

ment which stands about
30 feet tall on an octago-
nal plinth, is regarded as a
unique example of Ahom-
era architecture and holds
significant historical and
cultural value.

It has long attracted visi-
tors, historians and heritage
enthusiasts in exploring the
architectural legacy of the
Ahom kingdom. Local are
now appealing the Assam
government to take note of
the monument’s deteriorat-
ing condition and initiate
restoration work. For de-
cades, the monument has
attracted visitors, histori-
ans, and heritage enthusi-
asts eager to explore the
architectural legacy of the
Ahom kingdom. However,
cracks, vegetation growth,

and structural decay have
raised alarm among locals
and experts. Residents are
now appealing to the Assam
government to take imme-
diate steps to restore the
monument before further
damage occurs.

Heritage activists argue
that Fakua Dol deserves
the same attention as oth-
er Ahom monuments in
Sivasagar, which collec-
tively represent Assam’s
rich cultural identity. They
warn that continued neglect
could lead to irreversible
damage, erasing a vital link
to the state’s past. Calls
have grown louder for the
Archaeological Survey of
India and state authorities
to collaborate on a compre-
hensive restoration plan.

Temporary Gurhs in Akuluto After Suspected Swine Fever

Kohima, Jul 07: The Addi-
tional Deputy Commission-
er of Akuluto has imposed
temporary restrictions on the
slaughter, sale, import and
export of pigs, pork and pig
products following a sus-
pected case of African Swine
Fever (ASF) at the State Pig
Breeding Centre in Akulu-
to. According to an official

order, the restrictions will
remain in force until further
orders and apply to Akuluto
town and villages within a
one-kilometre radius of the
breeding centre. The notified
areas include Lumitshami,
Shichimi, Sutemi and Ala-
phumi. As part of the pre-
ventive measures to contain
the suspected outbreak, the

district administration has
prohibited the slaughter,
sale, import and export of
pigs, pork and pig products
within the notified areas. All
pork shops and slaughter
points in the affected areas
will also remain closed until
further orders. Officials ex-
plained that the restrictions
are precautionary in nature,

aimed at preventing the pos-
sible spread of ASF, which
is highly contagious among
pigs and has no known cure.
Veterinary teams have been
deployed to monitor pig pop-
ulations in the notified areas,
collect samples, and conduct
awareness campaigns among
local farmers and traders.
The administration has urged

residents to cooperate with
the measures, stressing that
early containment is critical
to safeguarding livestock and
protecting the livelihoods of
pig farmers. Farmers have
been advised to report any
unusual deaths or symptoms
in pigs immediately to veteri-
nary authorities. Local stake-
holders expressed concern

over the economic impact of
the restrictions, as pig rearing
and pork sales form a major
source of income for many
households in the region.
However, they acknowl-
edged that strict measures are
necessary to prevent a wider
outbreak that could devastate
the piggery sector. Officials
added that the situation is

being closely monitored and
further decisions will be tak-
en based on laboratory test
results and expert recom-
mendations. The district ad-
ministration has assured that
compensation and support
measures will be considered
if the suspected case is con-
firmed and prolonged restric-
tions become necessary.
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Ethnic violence has kept
many away from home: CM

Guwahati, July 07: Ma-
nipur Chief Minister Yum-
nam Khemchand Singh on
Monday said it was unfor-
tunate that many people are
still unable to live in their
own homes because of the
ethnic violence that has af-
fected the state.

Distributing financial
assistance to violence-af-
fected Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs), the Chief
Minister said the prevailing
situation has forced many
families to endure the hard-
ship of living away from
their homes for a prolonged
period.

Khemchand Singh handed
over financial assistance of
Rs 1 lakh each to 26 IDPs
residing at the Lamboi-
khongnangkhong  Relief
Camp in Imphal for their
urgent medical treatment.
The beneficiaries are suffer-
ing from chronic ailments,
including kidney diseases,
cancer, and other serious
illnesses.

The Chief Minister dis-
tributed the financial assis-
tance while attending a pro-
gramme organised for the
disbursement of medical aid

to seriously ill IDPs at the
Manipur Trade Expo Centre
Relief Camp at Lamboik-
hongnangkhong in Imphal
West district.

In his remarks on the oc-
casion, he said the state
government is providing
financial assistance to vi-
olence-affected  Internally
Displaced Persons to help
them cope with the chal-
lenges they continue to face
during these difficult times.
He said special financial
support is being extended to
IDPs suffering from chron-
ic diseases so that they
can receive timely medical
treatment without addition-
al financial hardship.The
Chief Minister further said
that Monday’s distribution
of financial assistance was
not the end of the govern-
ment’s support to the dis-
placed families and assured
that every possible assis-
tance would continue to be
extended to IDPs suffering
from chronic illnesses in the
future.He stressed that the
decision to provide finan-
cial assistance was taken
with the belief that it would
help ease the hardships

faced by the IDPs, who are
already enduring the trauma
of being unable to return to
their homes.

On the occasion, Rajya
Sabha member Adhikari-
mayum Sharda Devi said
weaving machines and as-
sistance for other allied
livelihood activities would
be provided to women re-
siding at the relief camp to
help them become econom-
ically self-reliant.

The programme was at-
tended by MLA Sanasam
Premchandra Singh, Imphal
West Deputy Commissioner
Mayanglambam Rajkumar
Singh, senior government
officials and a large num-
ber of Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs).Following
the outbreak of ethnic vi-
olence in Manipur in May
2023, around 60,000 people
from both the Imphal Valley
region and the hill districts
were forced to flee their
homes and villages. A ma-
jority of them continue to
live in relief camps across
different parts of the state.
However, a few hundred
displaced people have since
returned to their homes
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KSU calls on the Meghalaya Government to
adopt a resolution opposing uramum mmmg

Shillong, July 07: The Khasi Stu-
dents’ Union (KSU) has urged the
Meghalaya government and the
state’s three autonomous district
councils (ADCs) to adopt resolu-
tions opposing uranium mining
and the sale of land in uranium-rich
areas of Domiasiat in South West
Khasi Hills district.

KSU president Raymond Khar-
jana alleged that some influential
individuals, including a former
legislator from Ri-Bhoi district,
were attempting to acquire land
in Domiasiat with the intention of
selling it to mining companies in
the future.

“We strongly demand that the
state government adopt a resolu-
tion in the upcoming autumn ses-
sion of the Meghalaya Legislative
Assembly opposing uranium min-
ing and the sale of land in urani-
um-rich areas of Domiasiat and its
adjoining villages,” Kharjana said.

He also appealed to the Khasi
Hills Autonomous District Council
(KHADC), Jaintia Hills Autono-
mous District Council (JHADC),
and Garo Hills Autonomous Dis-
trict Council (GHADC) to pass
similar resolutions to prevent any
future attempt to revive the urani-
um mining project.

Questioning the motive behind
the reported land purchases, Khar-

jana claimed that Domiasiat has
no commercial value in terms of
tourism or other mineral resources
such as coal and limestone, sug-
gesting that the acquisitions were
linked to the prospect of future ura-
nium mining.

“The KSU will not remain a mute
spectator. We will fight tooth and
nail to ensure this project is com-
pletely scrapped from the state,”
he said.

Domiasiat, located about 130 km
from Shillong, is home to India’s
largest known uranium deposit.

Meghalaya has an estimated 9.22

million tonnes of uranium ore,
making it the country’s third-larg-
est uranium-bearing state after
Jharkhand and Andhra Pradesh.

The proposed uranium mining
project at Mawthabah in South
West Khasi Hills has remained
stalled for years after successive
state governments and the Khasi
Hills Autonomous District Coun-
cil declined to grant mining leas-
es and statutory clearances to the
state-owned Uranium Corporation
of India Limited (UCIL).

Several organisations have op-
posed the project, citing concerns
over radiation risks, environmental
degradation, and its impact on lo-
cal communities.

UCIL had proposed to mine
375,000 tonnes of uranium ore an-
nually and process 1,500 tonnes of
ore per day.

Although the corporation tempo-
rarily shut its Shillong and Wahkaji
offices in August 2018, it had main-
tained that efforts would continue
to secure the necessary approvals
for the project.

Bribery case mvolvmg Rs. 12 lakhs

Guwahati, July 07: Sleuths of the Central
Bureau of Investigation has arrested the Project
Director of the National Highways Authority of
India (NHAI) in Shillong along with two pri-
vate individuals in connection with an alleged
Rs. 12 lakh bribery case linked to the clearance
of a contractor’s pending payment, an official
said.In a statement issued on Monday, the CBI
registered the case on July 1 after receiving a
complaint alleging that National Highways Au-
thority of India Project Director Aanand Singh
Chouhan demanded an undue advantage of Rs.
12 lakh to process an outstanding bill amount-
ing to Rs. 13.38 crore.

Chouhan allegedly instructed the complainant
to first pay Rs. 4 lakh as an advance and directed
him to hand over the amount to a private indi-
vidual in Assam’s Guwahati.

During the investigation, the CBI found that
the intermediary subsequently asked the com-
plainant to deliver the money to another person
in the city.Based on the complaint, the CBI laid

a trap and allegedly caught one of the private
individuals red-handed while demanding and
accepting the Rs. 4 lakh advance from the con-
tractor.Following the operation, the CBI arrest-
ed Chouhan along with the two private individ-

uals, identified as Punit Agarwal and Manish
Agarwal. The agency also carried out searches
at the premises of all three accused as part of
the probe.Investigation is on to ascertain the full
extent of the alleged bribery conspiracy.

Kohima, July 07: Nagaland
governor, Nand Kishore Ya-
dav, chaired a review meeting
with the Department of Wom-
en Resource Development
(WRD) at Lok Bhavan, Kohi-
ma, on Monday.

According to DIPR report,
the Governor reviewed major
programmes being  imple-
mented by the department,
including the Transformative
Livelihood Intervention (TLI)
Project, Protection and Promo-
tion of Tribal Designs, Myki
activities, Multi Training Cen-
tre, Integrated Development
cum Resource Centre (IDRC),
District Resource and Devel-
opment Programme (DRDP)
and various entrepreneurship
and skill development initia-
tives benefiting women across
the state.

The department also briefed
the Governor on the proposed
Myki Hub at Naga Heritage
Village, Kisama, aimed at pro-
viding permanent market ave-

nues for women entrepreneurs,
artisans and farmers while pro-
moting traditional and contem-
porary products. Supported
under the Chief Minister’s In-
novative Programme Fund, the
project is expected to be com-
pleted by November 2026.
The meeting further re-
viewed construction of Work-
ing Women Hostels in various
districts under the Special As-
sistance to States for Capital
Investment (SASCI) initiative,
alongside ongoing efforts to
expand women resource cen-
tres, strengthen livelihood in-
terventions and enhance mar-

ket linkages.

Highlighting challenges of
limited financial resources
and manpower, the depart-
ment stressed the need for
greater support to expand pro-
grammes aimed at improving
women’s livelihoods.
Appreciating the  depart-
ment’s efforts, the Governor
encouraged strengthening con-
vergence with other depart-
ments and stakeholders, ensur-
ing effective implementation
of programmes and continuing
to create sustainable econom-
ic opportunities for women
across Nagaland.

2 AR personnel killed

July 07: Two

Aizawl,
Assam  Rifles  personnel
were killed and several oth-
ers injured after suspected
militants ambushed a patrol
in Manipur’s Ukhrul district
on Monday, triggering a
counter-operation by security
forces. The attack took place
around 1.30 pm at Nung-
shangkong, about 15 km
from Ukhrul town.

The Assam Rifles later
identified the slain personnel
as warrant officer Balwant
Singh and havildar Chandra
Mohan Singh.

In a statement, Director
General of Assam Rifles Lt
Gen Vikas Lakhera and all
ranks of the force paid solemn
tribute to the two soldiers and
expressed deep condolences
to their families, saying they
made the “supreme sacrifice
in the line of duty”.

Defence sources said the
injured personnel were evac-
uated to a hospital, while
security forces launched an
operation to track down the
attackers. “The people who
carried out the attack have
been pursued. A firefight is
continuously going on with
them,” a senior defence of-
ficial told The New Indian
Express.

Manipur Governor Ajay
Kumar Balla, chief minis-
ter Yumnam Khemchand
Singh, home minister Gov-
indas Konthoujam and oth-
ers strongly condemned the
Ukhrul ambush.

Governor said such attacks
had no place in the society
and cannot weaken collective
resolve to uphold peace and
security.Manipur chief min-
ister Yumnam Khemchand
Singh condemned the kill-

ings and expressed condo-
lences to the bereaved fam-
ilies. “The government will
not tolerate such brutal vi-
olence and will not remain
a mute spectator to these
atrocities. Those responsi-
ble for the murders will be
arrested and punished as per
the law of the land,” he said.

State Home  Minister
Govindas Konthoujam also
mourned the deaths, saying
such acts of violence would
only hamper efforts to re-
store lasting peace and nor-
malcy in the ethnic strife-hit
state. “The state govern-
ment remains steadfast in
its commitment to main-
taining law and order, and
I am confident that all those
responsible will be identi-
fied and brought to justice
strictly in accordance with
the law,” he said.

Aizawl, July 07: The Mizoram
government may issue additional
taxi permits if the number of taxis
registered on Mizotaxi application
is insufficient to meet public de-
mand, officials said on Monday.

Mizotaxi, a new mobile applica-
tion for public transport services,
was launched and became opera-
tional in the state capital on July 1.

It aims to protect commuters
from overcharging and was de-
signed to help passengers using
taxis, two-wheeler taxis, and auto
rickshaws verify and pay the cor-
rect fare rates approved by the state
government.

Officials of the Transport depart-
ment said that only 974 taxis, in-
cluding 681 two-wheeler taxis, had

registered on the platform when the
deadline ended on June 30. They
said that the current number of reg-
istrations would not be enough to
meet the needs of the public, and
that the government would take
further steps as necessary.

The new system was designed
with public convenience in mind,
they said.

“Fixing a proper fare structure is
the government’s responsibility.
Many states have already imple-
mented similar systems, and we
are only following suit,” they said.

Leaders of Aizawl Two Wheeler
Taxi Association (ATTA) said they
had already conveyed their con-
cerns regarding the Mizotaxi app
to the government and were not

willing to use it in its present form.
The association has demanded

the revision of the fare structure,

which has been in use since 2024.
It also demanded that the Rs 500

registration fee be withdrawn.

A leader of ATTA also argued that
collecting payments from passen-
gers and then remitting them to the
government would be troublesome.

AAPSU writes to CM, seeks clarity on status
of its 13-point memorandum

Itanagar, July 07: The All Arunachal Pradesh Stu-
dents’ Union (AAPSU) has sought an update within
seven days from the state government on the status
of the 13-point memorandum that it had submitted
last month.

In a follow-up memorandum to the chief minis-
ter on Monday, the apex students’ body stated that,
despite a detailed discussion between union leaders
and the chief minister on 2 June, no official update
on the progress of the demands has been given. “We
met the chief minister in good faith and had a good
discussion on every issue. It has been a month now,
and we hope to hear back on where things stand,”
AAPSU president Meje Taku said.

Among the demands is the scrapping of the exist-

ing 80:20 recruitment ratio in state government jobs,
with AAPSU pushing for mandatory PRC and APST
certification in all state recruitment processes. The
union has pointed to the 2021 APPSCCE examina-
tion, in which a non-APST candidate topped the list,
as the reason for urgency in the matter. The memo-
randum also called for re-amendment of Article
371 (H) to bring Arunachal Pradesh’ constitutional
safeguards closer to those enjoyed by Nagaland and
Mizoram, and the state’s inclusion under the Sixth
Schedule. It raised the long-pending Chakma-Ha-
jong resettlement issue, seeking early completion
of the Assam boundary demarcation, and called for
a central law addressing racial discrimination faced
by people from the Northeast in other parts of the

country.Other demands include a dedicated startup
package for indigenous youths, a ‘chief minister’s
research fellowship’ for APST PhD scholars, addi-
tional CUET centres within the state, a designated
ground for peaceful public assembly in Itanagar, and
a working women’s hostel in the Itanagar Capital
Region.The AAPSU described the issues as mat-
ters of “constitutional, demographic, and existen-
tial concern to the indigenous people of Arunachal
Pradesh,” and sought a time-bound update within
seven days.“These issues concern the land, identity,
and future of every indigenous Arunachali, and we
remain hopeful of a positive response,” Taku said,
adding that the union would continue to engage with
the government on the matters.
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Women continue to outnumber males
on Manipur's draft electnral roll

Imphal, July 07: Women voters
have once again outnumbered men
in Manipur’s draft electoral records,
which were issued on Sunday follow-
ing the completion of the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR).Following the
publishing of the draft electoral reg-
isters, Chief Electoral Officer (CEO)
Arun Kumar Sinha stated that with
July 1, 2026 as the qualifying date,
Manipur has a total of 19,34,399
registered voters, including 9,93,660
women, 9,40,446 males, and 293
third-gender electors.The CEO stat-
ed that the gender ratio on the draft
electoral rolls is 1,057, which is sig-
nificantly higher than the national av-
erage.According to the draft electoral
rolls, there are 20,442 newly enrolled
voters between the ages of 18 and 19.
Sinha said that a total of 1,58,677
electors, accounting for 7.58 per cent
of the electorate, have been excluded
after the revision process due to vari-
ous reasons. These include the deaths
of 43,000 electors (2.05 per cent);
34,740 untraceable or absent electors
(1.66 per cent); 72,473 electors who
had permanently shifted (3.46 per
cent); besides other reasons.With the
creation of 85 new polling stations,
the total number of polling stations in
the state has increased to 3,041. The
final electoral rolls will be issued on
September 6, once the claims and ob-
jections procedure has been complet-
ed and verified.The CEO stated that

during the claims and objections peri-
od, which runs from July 5 to August
4, any elector or recognized political
party may file claims for the inclusion
of eligible voters or raise objections
to the removal of ineligible names
from the electoral records.He stated
that the major goal of the claims and
objections period is to assure the in-
clusion of all newly eligible and left-
out voters who reach the age of 18
on or before July 1, 2026. A total of
60 EROs and 84 AER.Os will review
the claims and objections received
throughout the specified time frame.
Another significant goal is to allow
electors to fix inaccuracies in their
personal information and to solicit ob-
jections to any wrongful inclusion on
the electoral records, according to the
election official. Sinha stated that the
successful completion of this phase
was due to the coordinated efforts of
all 16 districts’ District Election Of-

ficers (Deputy Magistrates or Com-
missioners and Collectors), 60 Elec-
toral Registration Officers (EROs),
84 Assistant Electoral Registration
Officers (AEROs), 317 BLO Super-
visors, and 2,956 Booth Level Offi-
cers (BLOs) deployed across 2,956
polling stations, as well as volunteer
support. Field representatives of all
10 recognised political parties, in-
cluding their district presidents, also
actively participated in the exercise,
with as many as 6,363 Booth Level
Agents (BLAs) appointed by them,
the CEO noted.He said, “At the be-
ginning of the SIR process, Manipur
had only 5,003 BLAs. The increased
number of BLAs reflects the active
participation of political parties and
their representatives in this important
electoral exercise.” The BLOs made
house-to-house visits to all existing
electors to distribute Enumeration
Forms, then returned at least three
times to collect completed forms.
Sinha added that the BLAs worked
hard to ensure that no qualified elec-
tor was overlooked. All 2,956 BLOs
had coordination meetings with their
respective BLAs to ensure complete
field verification of absent, moved,
deceased, and duplicate electors.
Help desks were set up in the offices
of the Chief Electoral Officer and all
16 District Election Officers (DEOs)
to help voters in filling out the Enu-
meration Forms.

Arunachal CM and DyCM convey

Itanagar, July 07: Arunachal Pradesh

birthday greetings to Dalai lama
-

Chief Minister Pema Khandu and Deputy
Chief Minister Chowna Mein wished the
14th Dalai Lama a happy 91st birthday on

Monday.

Khandu wished the spiritual leader good
health and a long life, and praised his teach-
ings of peace, compassion, and unity. Mein
also sent his greetings, referring to the Da-
lai Lama as a global icon of knowledge and
nonviolence who has inspired generations.
Panchayati Raj and Rural Development
Minister Ojing Tasing also expressed their
best wishes, wishing him continuing good

health and guidance toward peace and glob-
al brotherhood.

DYFl reports a considerable increase
in membership in Tripura

Agartala, July 07: The
Democratic ~ Youth  Fed-
eration of India (DYFI),
the CPI(M)’s youth wing,
claims a considerable rise
in membership in Tripura,
despite the presence of the
ruling BJP and its partner
TIPRA Motha in the state.
The accusation was made at
the organisation’s State Con-
ference on Saturday, in the
presence of its national gen-
eral secretary, Himaghnaraj
Bhattacharjee.

He stated that the organi-
zation’s development was
significant given the cur-
rent political circumstances

in the state, and that DYFI
continues to increase its out-
reach to young people.Bhat-
tacharjee told reporters that
DYFI’s membership in Tri-
pura had grown from around
one lakh in 2025 to 1,25,698
in 2026. He ascribed the in-
crease to the organization’s
ongoing involvement with
issues impacting adoles-
cents.

It is learnt that the Left-
wing organisation continues
to face challenges in the
tribal-dominated hill areas,
which were once its strong-
hold, and is now attempting
to regain its influence there.

The organisation is intensi-
fying its outreach in these
regions, stating that despite
constitutional ~ guarantees,
tribal communities are being
increasingly — marginalised
and deprived of their rights.
The DYFI leader also
criticized the suspension of
MGNREGA projects, claim-
ing that tribal youngsters
have been among the most
severely impacted. He urged
the continuation of the rural
employment plan and said
that the organization would
step up its campaign for 200
days of guaranteed employ-
ment under MGNREGA.

3
LOCAL/NATIONAL ms

Gujarat Court
Upholds Death
Sentence for 38
People In 2008
Ahmedahad
Blasts Case

Ahmedabad, July 07:
On Tuesday, the Gujarat
High Court upheld a spe-
cial court ruling that sen-
tenced 38 convicts to death
and 11 others to life in jail
for their roles in the 2008
Ahmedabad serial blasts
that killed 56 people.A di-
vision bench of justices A
Y Kogje and Samir Dave
dismissed all  appeals
against the lower court’s
judgment and affirmed its
verdict, which confirmed
the sentences imposed on
members of the terror outfit
Indian Mujahideen (IM) in
the case.On July 26, 2008,
a sequence of 21 bomb
bombings blasted through
Ahmedabad in 70 minutes,
killing 56 people and in-
juring 200 more. Several
hospitals in the city were
also targeted.In 2022, a
special court sentenced 38
members of the Islamic
Movement to death. In ad-
dition, the court sentenced
11 other prisoners to life in
prison.

Prashant Kishor's het on Nitin Nabin's hastion in focus:
TMCG MP calls it ‘dhamaka’; BJP dismisses bid

Hyderabad, July 07: The
Telangana government has
proposed introducing a new
bill to replace the seven-de-
cade-old Greater Hyder-
abad Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) Act, which governs
Hyderabad’s civic adminis-
tration, in light of the met-
ropolitan region’s massive
expansion over the years, of-
ficials familiar with the matter
said on Monday.On Sunday,
a draft of the proposed leg-
islation, the Telangana Core
Urban Region (Integrat-
ed Governance) Bill, 2026
(CURE Bill), was made avail-
able on the GHMC website,
inviting residents and other
stakeholders to provide feed-
back.According to a senior
GHMC official, the GHMC
Act of 1955, which has been
revised from time to time, is
no longer appropriate for a
metropolitan region that has
grown far beyond its original
city limits. “Hyderabad has
grown from a city of around
15 lakh people in the 1950s
to an urban agglomeration of
nearly 1.3 crore people today,
with multiple civic agencies
responsible  for  planning,
roads, water supply, transpor-

tation, disaster management,
and public services.” The new
measure aims to bring these
functions under one integrat-
ed governance framework,”
the spokesman stated.The
proposed legislation aims to
establish an integrated gov-
ernance framework for the
three municipal corporations
formed as a result of the gov-
ernment’s recent reorganisa-
tion of the expanded GHMC
— Greater Hyderabad Mu-
nicipal Corporation (GHMC),
Cyberabad Municipal Cor-
poration (CMC), and Malka-
jgiri Municipal Corporation
(MMC), while allowing for
decentralized administration
at the corporation level.

The government has invit-
ed suggestions from citizens,
resident welfare associations,
industry bodies, urban plan-
ners and other stakeholders
until July 24 through the web-
sites of the respective civic
bodies before introducing the
final legislation in the state
legislature.One of the key re-
forms proposed in the bill is
the replacement of the exist-
ing annual rental value-based
property tax system with a
capital value system. Under

the proposed system, prop-
erty tax will be calculated on
the basis of the government’s
market value of properties
used for registration purposes
instead of their rental value.
Officials stated that because
market values are far high-
er than rental values, which
have been relatively stable for
years, the move is projected to
greatly improve property tax
collections.

According to estimates,
many property owners’ tax
liabilities  could  virtually
quadruple.To mitigate the
immediate financial burden,
the updated tax system will
be introduced in stages for
existing buildings, while all
new buildings will be subject
to the Capital Value System
from the start.

The bill also proposes a
number of other tax reforms,
including self-assessment of
property tax, the implemen-
tation of an integrated prop-
erty identity code, rebates for
timely property tax payment,
incentives for sustainable
or environmentally friendly
buildings, and the elimination
of obsolete levies such as oc-
troi and dog tax.

New Delhi, July 07: Prashant
Kishor, the founder of the Jan
Suraaj Party and a veteran poll
strategist, has been in the spotlight
since Sunday after running for the
Bankipur assembly seat in Bihar.
The seat has traditionally been a
stronghold for BJP President Nitin
Nabin, but it has been empty since
he became a Rajya Sabha member.

]

Prashant Kishor’s victory in this
seat would be a significant boost to
the Jan Suraaj Party (JSP), which
did not win any seats in the Bihar
Assembly elections last year.His
bid, however, has elicited varied
reactions, with the BJP condemn-
ing it and Trinamool Congress MP
Shatrughan Sinha calling it a “dha-
maka”. While Kishor announced

his Banklpur contest on Sunday,
speculatlon of his move had been
around since May.Kishor, who was
earlier set to contest the Bihar As-
sembly elections, opted out days
before polls citing a mutual deci-
sion by his party.

While he has steered many par-
ties towards a victory before, this
would be the first time Prashant
Kishor will be entering the poll
fray. As the ex-poll strategist an-
nounced his candidature on Sun-
day, he called it a “referendum” on
the popularity of the BJP-led gov-
ernment in the state.

“The people of Bankipur are the
richest and the most educated in
Bihar. Let them vote for the best. If
they feel they can repose their trust
in me, I urge them to vote for me...
Even as the lone MLA of my party,
I shall outweigh the remaining 242
ones in the assembly,” Kishor said.
He also accused Nitin Nabin of
abandoning the constituency at the
first chance he got to enter the Par-
liament. “Yes, I know that the BJP
considers Bankipur as its strong-
hold. Voters here have repeatedly
reposed their trust in Nitin Nabin.
But Nitin Nabin took no time in
forgetting them. He abandoned the
seat at the first opportunity to enter
Parliament”, he told. Nitin Nabin
was elected from the Bankipur seat

five teams, giving the BJP opti-
mism for a repeat victory, desplte
the fact that the BJP President is
not running. On Tuesday, Union
Minister Giriraj Singh voiced con-
fidence in the party and stated that
Kishor had no chance.”Prashant
Kishor has previously contested
elections. “His face has already
been revealed,” Begusarai MP
Giriraj Singh told reporters here.
Prashant Kishor was supposed to
run for the Raghopur seat in the
Bihar Assembly elections last year,
but he decided against it just days
before the poll. Meanwhile, Trin-
amool MP Shatrughan Sinha had
a different reaction to Prashant
Kishor’s candidacy, calling it a
“political dhamaka”. Looking at
development through the eyes of
a ‘Bihari Babu’, Sinha wrote on
X: The most deserving, visionary,
an intellectual par excellence, a
man of the masses, most loved,
admired, and talked about person-
ality in totality Prashant Kishor at
last has jumped into the fray and
has created a real sensation, in po-
litical circles and in public, all over
the country by entering into the
By-elections, Patna, Bihar.”

He also said that he found
Kishor’s move interesting and said
that the present times call for unity,
but didn’t expand on what

Before the Bengal rape-murder horror,

an 11-year-old was last seen on CCTV

Kolkata, July 07: A CCTV footage has emerged as a key
link in the rape and death of an 11-year-old girl in Baruipur,
around 30 kilometers from Kolkata. The video appears to
capture the girl soon before she went missing on Saturday. A
day later, her body was discovered tucked inside a sack. Soon
after, enraged townspeople lynched a man, believing he was
involved in the girl’s rape and murder.According to her family,
the girl, who is in Class 6, went out on Saturday afternoon to
buy a birthday gift for a friend. When she didn’t return by 6
p.m., her frightened relatives began searching for her. Locals
quickly joined the hunt, attempting to locate her using CCTV
footage. Around 9 p.m., a missing person complaint was filed,
and the police used the film to identify a suspect.According to
reports, she was observed being dragged away by four people,
and investigations are underway to identify them. An official
informed PTI that they are investigating CCTV footage, fo-
rensic evidence, and witness accounts to arrest the offenders.
Prabhas Mondal and Dibakar Sadar, arrested in connection
with the crime, were sentenced to 14 days in police custody
Wednesday. A third person has apparently been arrested. A
complaint has been filed for rape, gang-rape, murder, criminal
conspiracy, destruction of evidence, and under the Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.The authori-
ties suspect the girl was thrown into the pond while still alive,
as water was discovered in her lungs and stomach during the
post-mortem investigation. Water frequently enters the lungs
during drowning.The study also confirmed the sexual assault.
According to sources, the investigation revealed considerable
bleeding from a head injury as well as various injuries to her
private parts. Scratches and bite marks were also discovered
on various parts of her body, reports say. The National Com-
mission for Women (NCW) has taken suo motu cognizance
of the Baruipur horror and requested a report from the state’s
Director General of Police (DGP) within seven days.Aside
from a full report on the measures implemented and a progress
report, the NCW has also requested information on the death
of a suspect as a result of mob lynching.

Maharashtra cop carries a 72-year-old
woman on his snoulders l|l|llll!l “00(] rescue

Mumbai, July 07: A Ma-
harashtra police officer car-
ried a 72-year-old woman on
his shoulders through waist-
deep floodwaters in the
Sarasai area of Raigad dis-
trict after a state bus became
stranded.Rasayani ~ Police
personnel conducted a res-
cue effort with the support of
the Help Foundation, evac-
uating all eight passengers.
Photos of a police officer
carrying an elderly woman
and assisting her in safe-
ty over the flooded stretch
went popular on social me-
dia. On X, Raigad Police
stated, “Rasayani Police’s
quick action helped rescue
8 passengers stranded in a
ST bus in the flooding. They
also securely brought out a
72-year-old elderly woman,
demonstrating an extraordi-
nary level of responsibility
consciousness.According
to Rasayani Police Senior
Inspector Abhijit Bhujbal,
they received an alarm that
an MSRTC bus was caught
in floodwaters at Sarasai,
trapping passengers inside.

The police jumped into
action, coordinating with
volunteers from the Help

Foundation and rushing to
the scene to begin the res-
cue effort. Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadna-
vis stated on Monday that
the state was on high alert
because heavy rain was pre-
dicted to persist until July 8.
He also cautioned that Na-
shik could experience cloud-
burst-like rain on Tuesday.
The State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (SDMA)
on Monday advised private
companies in Mumbai to al-
low employees to work from
home wherever possible.
In an advisory, the SDMA
said a red and orange alert
had been issued for parts of
the Konkan and coastal dis-

tricts on July 6 and 7 due
to the possibility of very
heavy rainfall. Meanwhile,
the Bombay High Court re-
duced attendance standards
for its employees due to the
weather.

In an office order, the Reg-
istrar General stated that, per
the Acting Chief Justice’s
instructions, ministerial of-
ficers and staff who live in
remote places and are un-
able to access the court ow-
ing to heavy rain shall not
be marked absent.Schools
and institutions in Mumbai
remained closed on Monday
as the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) issued an
orange signal.

Trihal man dies, family protests with hody
hecause hankdelavs monev llue to I(Yc

Ranchi, July 07: A tribal
man died purportedly ow-
ing to a lack of treatment
after failing to get funds
from his Jharkhand Gramin
Bank account on time, pro-
voking protests in Garhwa
district. Angry family mem-
bers and villagers staged a
sit-in at the bank on Mon-
day, carrying Ratan Lakra’s
body and claimed that
the bank’s incompetence
caused his death.The in-
cident occurred within the
jurisdiction of the Bargarh
Police  Station.Jharkhand
is a tribal-dominated state,
yet the death of a tribal
due to a lack of treatment,
along with allegations of
systemic negligence, has
prompted severe concerns.
According to the family,
money was in the bank ac-
count but was not released
since the e-KYC process
had not been completed.
By the time the e-K'YC was
completed, the patient had
died from a lack of treat-
ment. After they did not get
the money on time, agitat-
ed relatives and villagers
reached Jharkhand Gramin
Bank with the body and

staged a protest.The family
alleged that the bank man-
ager made them run around
for three months to get the
¢-KYC done. Later, on the
instructions of the region-
al manager, they brought
the ailing man, who was
on his deathbed, to the
bank for e-KYC. Even af-
ter the e-KYC was com-
pleted, they were made to
run around for the money,
which they never received.
Ratan Lakra died on Mon-
day. Lakra used to receive
a government pension in
his Gramin Bank account
and the money was meant
for his treatment.The rela-
tives and villagers are now
demanding action against
those responsible.“We kept
running from pillar to post.
Even after the e-KYC was

completed, we were not
given the money.

Today he has died be-
cause he could not get
treatment,” Phoolmani
Toppo, Lakra’s daughter-
in-law, said. Bank offi-
cials, however, denied the
family’s assertions. “The
e-KYC had been complet-
ed, but no family member
came to the bank to with-
draw the funds.

That is why no funds
were withdrawn. Vikas Ku-
mar, Cashier at Jharkhand
Gramin Bank, stated that
the body was brought to the
bank today after his death.
The bank maintained that
the funds were still avail-
able in the account and
denied withholding them.
Police say they are investi-
gating into the situation.
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Editorial

The School Bay Keeps

For many children, the
school day begins with
carrying a bag filled with
textbooks, notebooks, and
study materials. Despite
repeated discussions on
reducing academic bur-
den, heavy school bags
continue to be a concern
in many educational insti-
tutions.

The issue is not merely
about physical weight. It

reflects a broader edu-
cation system that often
prioritises volume over
understanding. ~ Students
spend long hours memo-
rising information while
having limited time for
sports, creativity, or inde-
pendent learning.

A child’s enthusiasm
for learning should not be
weighed down by unnec-
essary academic pressure.

The First 100 Days Test

When a new Prime Min-
ister enters Downing Street,
the first days are often filled
with promises of change,
but they also bring the
weight of unresolved na-
tional crises. The incoming
government will face a dif-
ficult test: restoring public
trust while addressing deep
social challenges, especial-
ly the growing problem of
child poverty and concerns
over the influence of mon-
ey in politics. The deci-
sions taken during the first
100 days will shape public
confidence and define the
direction of the administra-
tion.

One of the most urgent
challenges is the struggle
faced by millions of chil-
dren during school holi-
days. For many families, the
end of the school term does
not mean a period of relax-
ation but the beginning of a
difficult six weeks without
regular school meals, struc-
tured activities, or reliable
support.  Children from
low-income households of-
ten face hunger, loneliness,
and increased pressure at
home as parents balance
work and financial inse-
curity. The holiday period
exposes the hidden reality
of child poverty and high-
lights the need for stronger
support systems.

The issue of food in-
security among children
has become a major test
of government priorities.
While programmes pro-
viding holiday meals and
activities have helped some
families, many children
remain excluded because
of strict eligibility rules
and differences in local
authority support. Critics
argue that access to basic
nutrition should not depend
on where a child lives or
whether a family meets
narrow income thresholds.
Expanding support during
school holidays would rep-
resent a significant step to-
wards reducing inequality
and protecting vulnerable
children.

Alongside the social cri-
sis, the new government
faces another challenge:
rebuilding trust in politics.
Concerns over political
donations, lobbying, and
the influence of wealthy
individuals have contrib-
uted to public frustration
with the political system.
Recent controversies in-
volving large donations
and undeclared financial
support have renewed calls
for stronger rules to pre-
vent money from distorting
democratic decision-mak-
ing.

Campaigners argue that
political donations should
be capped to reduce the
influence of wealthy in-
dividuals and organisa-
tions. They point to sys-
tems in other countries

where stricter limits exist
on private funding of po-
litical parties. Supporters
of reform believe that re-
ducing the role of large
donors would help restore
confidence among voters
and ensure that political
decisions are made in the
public interest rather than
shaped by financial influ-
ence.

However, reforming po-
litical funding presents
challenges because major
parties often rely on sig-
nificant financial support
from donors and affiliated
organisations. Any attempt
to introduce donation lim-
its would require broad
agreement and could af-
fect traditional sources of
party funding. Supporters
of change argue that trans-
parency and fairness must
take priority over political
convenience.

The debate also reflects
wider concerns about in-
equality and the relation-
ship between wealth and
political power. Many vot-
ers believe that the richest
individuals and organisa-
tions have too much influ-
ence over public policy.
The perception that wealth
can buy access or shape
government decisions has
weakened confidence in
democratic institutions.

Economic fairness will
also be a major issue facing
the new government. Ques-
tions over taxation, wealth
distribution, and support
for working families are
expected to dominate po-
litical debates. Supporters
of tax reforms argue that
those with greater financial
resources should contrib-
ute more, while opponents
warn against policies they
believe could affect in-
vestment and economic
growth.

At the heart of these
challenges is a question of
political priorities. A gov-
ernment must decide how
to balance economic man-
agement, social protection,
and public trust. Address-
ing child poverty and clean-
ing up political finance may
appear to be separate issues,
but both are connected by
a larger concern: whether
government decisions are
made fairly and whether
citizens believe the system
works for them.

The first 100 days of
the new administration
will therefore be closely
watched. Tackling hunger
among children, strength-
ening political transparen-
cy, and reducing the influ-
ence of excessive wealth
in public life would send
a powerful message about
the values and priorities
of the government. For
millions facing financial
hardship, meaningful ac-
tion will matter more than
political promises.
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The Day Mohammad Never Game Home: A
Mother’s Story of Loss in the West Bank

Time feels universal. Ev-
ery human being experienc-
es the passing of moments,
the sequence of events, and
the movement from past
to present and future. Yet,
while humans share the same
physical world with count-
less other species, scientists
are increasingly discovering
that animals may not expe-
rience that world in the same
temporal way. A bumblebee
flying through a garden, a
sparrow rapidly changing di-
rection between trees, and a
snail slowly crossing a stone
path may all exist within the
same environment, but each
could be living in a com-
pletely different version of
time. Their experiences are
shaped by their senses, their
nervous systems, and the
speed at which their brains
process information.

The question of whether
animals experience time dif-
ferently from humans has
fascinated scientists because
perception is not simply a
passive recording of reality.
Every species creates its own
interpretation of the world
based on the information
available through its senses.
Humans, bees, birds, and
insects do not see or hear
the environment in identical
ways. Some animals can de-
tect wavelengths of light in-
visible to humans, while oth-
ers perceive sounds beyond
our hearing range. Similarly,
the speed at which different
species process sensory in-
formation may create entirely
different experiences of time.

Researchers studying this
question use the concept of a
“timescape” to describe how
a species experiences the
flow of events. A timescape
refers to the way sensory
information is collected, or-
ganised, updated, and trans-
formed into a continuous
experience. Just as different
animals occupy different
physical environments, they
may also inhabit different
temporal environments. The
world may appear slower
or faster depending on how
quickly an animal’s brain

processes changes around it.

One of the key ways scien-
tists investigate these differ-
ences is by studying tempo-
ral illusions. These illusions
reveal that perception of time
is not always an accurate re-
flection of physical reality.
Instead, the brain constantly
interprets and adjusts incom-
ing information. By observ-
ing how animals respond to
similar illusions, researchers
can gain insight into how
their minds construct their
experience of time.

A fascinating example is
the auditory continuity illu-
sion. Humans experience this
illusion when part of a sound
is removed and replaced with
noise, but the brain automat-
ically fills in the missing in-
formation. For example, if a
recording of the phrase “hap-
py birthday” is interrupted
with static noise in the mid-
dle, listeners usually perceive
the phrase as complete rather
than hearing a gap. The brain
assumes that the missing
sound continues behind the
interruption.

This ability demonstrates
that human perception oper-
ates through prediction and
correction. The brain does
not simply receive infor-
mation; it actively creates a
complete experience by com-
bining current sensory input
with expectations based on
previous information. Sci-
entists have found that this
process occurs within a spe-
cific time window. If the in-
terruption lasts too long, the
brain can no longer fill in the
missing information, sug-
gesting that human percep-
tion remains flexible only for
a limited period.

Research indicates that
some animals also experi-
ence similar effects. Studies
involving squirrels and star-
lings have shown that these
species can perceive inter-
rupted sounds from mem-
bers of their own species as
continuous. When record-
ings of animal calls are dis-
rupted with bursts of white
noise, the animals respond as
though the sounds were unin-

terrupted. This suggests that
their brains also reconstruct
missing sensory information.

However, the time periods
during which these animals
can revise their perception
appear to differ from hu-
mans. Starlings seem to have
a shorter window for filling
in missing sounds, while
squirrels have an even short-
er one. These differences
suggest that the flow of expe-
rience may operate at differ-
ent speeds across species. A
moment that feels continuous
to a human may be experi-
enced differently by another
animal.

Such variations could have
important consequences
in nature. Animals survive
by responding quickly to
changes in their surround-
ings. Predators must detect
and track moving prey, while
prey animals must identify
threats and escape rapidly.
The speed at which an ani-
mal processes information
can determine whether it sur-
vives or becomes vulnerable.

The ability to experience
events at a faster rate may
provide certain animals with
advantages. Small flying
insects, for example, often
appear extremely difficult
for humans to catch because
their nervous systems pro-
cess movement more rapidly.
To a human observer, a fly’s
movements may seem unpre-
dictable, but from the insect’s
perspective, the world may
unfold more slowly, allow-
ing it to react quickly to ap-
proaching threats.

This difference in tempo-
ral perception is sometimes
measured through something
known as the critical flicker
fusion threshold. This refers
to the point at which a rapidly
flashing light appears to be-
come continuous rather than
separate flashes. Species with
higher thresholds can detect
faster changes in their envi-
ronment. Humans typically
perceive a rapidly flashing
light as steady beyond a cer-
tain frequency, while some
birds and insects can detect
much faster changes.

The ability to perceive rap-
id changes is especially valu-
able for animals that rely on
speed and precision. Birds
chasing insects in flight need
highly accurate timing and
movement detection. Preda-
tory species depend on their
ability to judge distance and
speed when pursuing prey.
Even small differences in
temporal processing can in-
fluence behaviour, hunting
strategies, and survival.

The study of animal times-
capes also challenges the
assumption that human per-
ception represents the stan-
dard way of experiencing
reality. Humans often view
their own sensory abilities as
the reference point for under-
standing the world, but evo-
lutionary biology reveals that
every species has developed
unique ways of interacting
with its surroundings. There
is no single universal experi-
ence of reality; instead, there
are many versions shaped by
different biological systems.

Another important example
that helps scientists under-
stand animal perception of
time is the visual phenome-
non known as the flash-lag
illusion. This illusion occurs
when the brain struggles to
synchronise different types
of visual information arriv-
ing at slightly different pro-
cessing speeds. In a typical
experiment, a moving object
and a sudden flash of light
appear at exactly the same
location and at the same
moment. Despite this physi-
cal alignment, humans often
perceive the flash as slightly
behind the moving object.
The reason is that the brain
processes movement differ-
ently from sudden changes in
the visual field. Because the
moving object’s position is
predicted and updated more
quickly, the flash appears to
lag behind.

Studies suggest that ani-
mals, including monkeys,
can also experience this il-
lusion, although the effect is
smaller. This indicates that
their visual systems may pro-
cess movement and sudden

flashes more closely togeth-
er than human vision does.
Such differences reveal that
animals do not simply ob-
serve the same world through
weaker or stronger versions
of human senses; instead,
they may construct entirely
different interpretations of
events around them.

These variations in time
perception have direct con-
sequences for survival. In the
natural world, success often
depends on responding to
changes within fractions of
a second. A predator that re-
acts slightly faster can catch
prey, while a prey animal that
detects danger earlier can
escape. Evolution has there-
fore shaped the perception of
time according to the needs
and challenges faced by each

species.
One striking example
comes from butterflies,

which appear to exploit
the way predators perceive
movement. Many butterfly
species have brightly co-
loured patterns on the upper
surfaces of their wings and
duller patterns underneath.
When butterflies flap their
wings during flight, these
contrasting patterns create
rapid flashes of colour. To
a pursuing predator, these
sudden changes can make it
difficult to accurately judge
the butterfly’s position and
direction.

This phenomenon, known
as motion dazzle, acts as a
form of visual confusion.
The predator receives con-
stantly changing information
and may struggle to predict
where the butterfly will move
next.

The butterfly’s survival
strategy depends not only
on speed or camouflage but
also on manipulating the
predator’s perception of time
and movement. In this way,
evolution has produced a bi-
ological battle between per-
ception and deception.

The concept of different
timescapes also helps explain
why some animals appear to
possess extraordinary reflex-
es. A bird catching an insect

in mid-air or a cat success-
fully jumping onto a mov-
ing object may seem almost
impossible from a human
perspective. However, these
actions become more under-
standable when considering
that these animals may expe-
rience more frequent updates
of visual information. Their
brains may process environ-
mental changes at a faster
rate, giving them more op-
portunities to react.

This does not necessarily
mean that animals experi-
ence time in a simple way,
such as living in slow motion
or fast forward. Rather, their
brains may divide continuous
events into different numbers
of perceptual moments. An
animal that processes infor-
mation more rapidly may
experience more changes
within the same period that
humans experience fewer
changes. The result is a dif-
ferent structure of awareness.

The study of timescapes
also raises deeper questions
about animal consciousness.
If different species experi-
ence the world differently,
what does that mean for un-
derstanding their thoughts,
emotions, and experiences?
Scientists have long debated
the extent to which animals
POSSESS CoNscious awareness.
While researchers cannot
directly access an animal’s
subjective experience, study-
ing perception provides clues
about how different minds
interact with reality.

For example, an animal that
remembers past experienc-
es, anticipates future events,
and responds to changes
in its environment demon-
strates some form of tempo-
ral awareness. Many species
show evidence of memory,
planning, and decision-mak-
ing. Birds store food for
future use, mammals navi-
gate complex environments
based on past experiences,
and insects adjust behaviour
according to changing condi-
tions. These abilities suggest
that animals are not simply
reacting mechanically to the
present moment.

Beyond Natural Birth: The Fight for Choice

Pregnancy is often described as
one of the most personal expe-
riences in a woman’s life, yet it
frequently becomes a subject of
public discussion and judgement.
From questions about breastfeed-
ing and pain relief to opinions
about natural birth or medical in-
tervention, pregnant women often
find themselves explaining choic-
es about their own bodies. For
many women, the decision about
how to give birth is deeply per-
sonal, shaped by medical circum-
stances, emotional wellbeing,
previous experiences, and their
confidence in the healthcare sys-
tem. The growing debate around
caesarean sections has brought
these questions into sharper fo-
cus, particularly as more women
seek greater control over their
birthing experiences.

Reality television personali-
ty and political activist Sharon
Gaffka has spoken publicly about
her decision to have an elective
caesarean section, explaining that
her choice was based on person-
al circumstances, concerns about
maternity care, and a desire for
reassurance during an unpre-
dictable process. Her decision
has sparked wider conversations
about women’s autonomy, in-
formed choice, and the state of
maternity services.

Gaffka has emphasised that her
decision is not a criticism of vag-
inal birth or an argument that ev-
ery woman should choose a cae-
sarean. Instead, she argues that
every woman should have the
freedom to make decisions about
childbirth based on accurate in-
formation and personal circum-
stances. Birth, she says, is unpre-
dictable, and there is no single
method that can be considered

the right choice for everyone.

The discussion comes at a time
when caesarean births have be-
come increasingly common. Re-
cent NHS figures indicate that
caesarean sections, both planned
and emergency procedures, have
overtaken vaginal births in En-
gland. The increase reflects many
factors, including changes in
maternal age, medical needs, im-
proved surgical techniques, and
changing attitudes towards child-
birth. However, it has also raised
questions about whether women
are receiving genuine choices or
whether they are making deci-
sions because of concerns about
the safety and reliability of ma-
ternity services.

For Gaffka, her decision was
influenced by hearing the ex-
periences of other women who
described traumatic encounters
with maternity care. Through her
advocacy work, she has listened
to women who reported feeling
ignored, unsupported, or exclud-
ed from decisions about their own
treatment. Some described seri-
ous injuries following difficult
births, while others spoke about
moments when they felt their
concerns were not taken seriously
by healthcare professionals.

A recurring theme among these
accounts was the feeling that
women were not being heard.
Several investigations into ma-
ternity services in the UK have
highlighted concerns about com-
munication failures, poor sup-
port, and a lack of respect for
women’s choices. Reviews such
as the Ockenden report into ma-
ternity services at Nottingham
University Hospitals NHS Trust
found evidence of serious short-
comings and raised concerns

about women losing autonomy
during pregnancy and childbirth.

Another review of maternity
services also highlighted the need
for improvements in care, partic-
ularly as patterns of childbirth
continue to change. Women are
increasingly having children lat-
er in life, and caesarean sections
have become more common.
Healthcare systems must adapt to
these changing realities while en-
suring that women remain at the
centre of decisions about their
own care.

The issue of informed consent
has become a central part of the
debate. While medical proce-
dures can sometimes be neces-
sary to protect the health of moth-
ers and babies, women’s rights
advocates argue that decisions
should involve clear communica-
tion, respect, and genuine choice.
Some women have reported feel-
ing pressured into medical inter-
ventions, while others have felt
denied access to procedures they
believed would provide reassur-
ance or safety.

For Gaftka, concerns about ma-
ternity care became even more
personal because of her own
background. Research has re-
peatedly shown that Black and
Asian women experience poorer
outcomes during pregnancy and
childbirth compared with white
women. These inequalities have
been linked to multiple factors,
including healthcare access, com-
munication barriers, and systemic
issues within medical services.

As a British-Asian woman,
Gaffka explained that statistics
about maternity inequality felt
different when she became preg-
nant herself. Numbers that once
seemed like distant research find-

ings became a personal concern.
Her experience reflects a wider
reality for many women from
minority communities who enter
pregnancy aware of unequal out-
comes and potential risks.

However, she also acknowl-
edged that her own experience
with healthcare professionals was
largely positive. She described
meeting supportive midwives
and receiving good care during
pregnancy. Her decision was not
based on a belief that all mater-
nity services are unsafe, but rath-
er on the uncertainty created by
wider reports of failures and con-
cerns within the system.

One of the strongest arguments
behind elective caesareans is the
sense of control they can provide.
Pregnancy and childbirth involve
many unpredictable factors, and
women often experience a sig-
nificant loss of control over their
bodies and circumstances. For
some, planning a caesarean pro-
vides emotional reassurance by
reducing uncertainty around the
timing and process of delivery.

Supporters of planned caesar-
eans argue that emotional well-
being is an important part of
maternity care. Anxiety, previous
trauma, or fear of complications
can significantly affect a wom-
an’s experience of childbirth. A
decision that provides confidence
and peace of mind can therefore
be meaningful, even when there
are no immediate medical rea-
sons requiring surgery.

At the same time, caesarean
sections are major surgical proce-
dures and carry their own risks.
They can involve longer recovery
periods, potential complications,
and implications for future preg-
nancies. Medical experts gener-

ally emphasise that the decision
should involve careful discussion
between women and healthcare
providers, balancing personal
preferences with medical consid-
erations.

The debate is therefore not
about choosing one type of birth
over another. Rather, it is about
ensuring that women feel respect-
ed and supported regardless of
their choice.

A woman who chooses a vagi-
nal birth should receive the same
encouragement and support as a
woman who chooses a caesare-
an. The central issue is whether
women feel empowered to make
informed decisions without pres-
sure or judgement.

The wider challenge for mater-
nity services is rebuilding trust.
Women should not feel that they
must choose a particular meth-
od of delivery because they lack
confidence in the healthcare sys-
tem. They should feel safe know-
ing that their concerns will be
listened to, their preferences re-
spected, and their medical needs
addressed.

The goal of maternity care
should be a system where every
woman enters childbirth believ-
ing she will be supported. Wheth-
er a birth happens naturally,
through assisted delivery, or by
caesarean section, the experience
should be based on dignity, com-
munication, and trust.

Gaffka’s decision has highlight-
ed a larger conversation about
women’s rights, healthcare quali-
ty, and personal choice. Her mes-
sage is not that caesareans are
better than vaginal births, but that
women deserve the freedom to
make decisions about their own
bodies without criticism.
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MY Bharat platform provides more than
1.92 lakh \mlunteerlng opportunities

New Delhi: The Centre on Sun-
day said the MY Bharat (Mera
Yuva Bharat) platform has emerged
as a key digital initiative to engage
India’s young population, offering
more than 1.52 lakh volunteering
opportunities across sectors such
as cleanliness drives, blood do-
nation, sports, disaster response
and community service as of June
2026.

Launched in October 2023 un-
der the Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports, MY Bharat was con-
ceived to place young people at
the centre of nation-building. The
government said the platform
connects educational institutions,
government agencies, industry and
non-profit organisations, enabling
millions of young Indians to access
learning, volunteering and career
opportunities through a single dig-
ital interface.

It also provides end-to-end digi-
tal volunteer management, includ-
ing online registration, attendance,
geo-tagging, certificate generation

and impact tracking.

The government said that, as of
July 2026, MY Bharat hosts more
than 24,900 Experiential Learning
Programmes (ELPs) to promote
hands-on learning and improve
workforce readiness. The platform

also facilitates internships, ap-
prenticeships, industry exposure,
Al-powered resume building and
mentoring support to help young
people prepare for academic and

professional careers.

It further said the initiative pro-
motes civic awareness and leader-
ship through quizzes, competitions
and youth parliament programmes
focused on governance, the Con-
stitution, public policy and nation-
al issues. Initiatives such as the
Viksit Bharat Youth Parliament are
aimed at strengthening leadership
skills and encouraging informed
participation in democratic pro-

cesses. The government highlight-
ed that the ‘MY Bharat MY Vote’
campaign encouraged constitution-
al awareness and informed voting
among first-time voters. It added
that the National Youth Festival:
Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dia-
logue 2026 witnessed participation
from more than 50.42 lakh youth,
making it one of the country’s larg-
est youth consultation exercises.
The Viksit Bharat Young Leaders
Dialogue offered a national plat-
form for young people to delib-
erate on ideas and solutions for
achieving the Viksit Bharat@2047
vision.

According to the government,
the Youth for Viksit Bharat - MY
Bharat Youth Convention 2026
brought together over 6,000 partic-
ipants to celebrate the aspirations
and achievements of the Amrit
Peedhi.The Nari Shakti Youth
Parliament, conducted across 17
zones, engaged more than 7,000
young women in democratic dia-
logue and policy discussions.
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Tata Steel aims to spend RS
20,000 cr in FY217 on expansion

New Delhi: Tata Steel is looking to spend
around Rs 20,000 crore as capex in the current
financial year and a major share of it will be
spent to support the India business, the compa-
ny’s management saidThe capex for the ongo-
ing FY27 will be around 38 per cent higher from
Rs 14,559 crore that Tata Steel has spent on cap-
ital expenditure in the preceding 2025-26 finan-
cial year.“In FY26, we spent Rs 14,559 crore on
capital expenditure, and we plan to increase this
to approximately Rs 20,000 crore in FY 2026-
27, with 60 per cent allocated to India,” said
Tata Steel’s CEO & MD T V Narendran, and
Koushik Chatterjee, the company’s Executive
Director & Chief Financial Officer. The manage-
ment made the statement in reply to a question
related to Tata Steel’s capex plans and long-term
growth strategy. They said the capital allocation
strategy for FY27 focuses on a balanced mix
of sustenance projects, ongoing investments
in value-added downstream and infrastruc-
ture projects, new technologies, and long-term
growth projects, with a clear emphasis on India.
This includes expansions in tinplate and wires,
the HRPGL (Hot Rolled Pickling & Galvanis-
ing Line) facility at Tarapur, and the Coke Ov-
ens project at Jamshedpur. In addition, we are
continuing to invest in mining, a stronger supply
chain and sustainability of operations,” the com-
pany officials said.Tata Steel has a consolidated

steelmaking capacity of over 36 million tonnes
per annum (MTPA) — excluding the UK’s 3.2
MT under transition — in India (27.35 MT), the
Netherlands (7 MT), and Thailand (1.7 MT) to
cover South East Asian markets.The company
aims to increase its capacity to over 50 million
tonne in the long-term. The increase will be
mainly in India, where the company is work-
ing on plans to add over 12 MT.In India, the
company owns and operates an 11 MTPA steel
plants at Jamshedpur, and 1 MTPA at Gamha-
ria in Jharkhand.In Odisha’s Kalinganagar, the
company has 9 MTPA production capacity, that
includes Neelancha Ipsat Nigam Ltd (NINL),
which it had acquired through insolvency route.
Tata Steel also operates a 5.6 MTPA plan in
Odisha’s Meramandali.With the expansion of
capacities and transition to low-emitting steel
making routes, the company aims to have 40
MTPA steelmaking capacity in India from pres-
ent 27.35 MTPA, which includes recently com-
mission 0.75 MT electric arc furnace in Punjab.

The company is pursuing 4.8 MTPA Phase-I
expansion at NINL enhancing its presence
in long-products segment and capitalising on
growth in infrastructure and retail steel. It has
also formed a strategic partnership with Lloyds
Metals & Energy Ltd to develop the emerging
Gadchiroli iron ore hub and evaluate a phased
greenfield steel capacity of 6 MTPA.

New Delhi: Global markets
presented mixed signals to-
day U.S. markets ended the
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WIENETE per cent to reach 5,951.20.
On the downside,
" I Nifty slipped marginally
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New Delhi: The India-
UK Comprehensive Eco-
nomic and Trade Agree-

Amid E20
dehate, Centre
evaluating

New Delhi: As the nation-
wide rollout of E20 petrol
triggers a debate over mile-
age and vehicle compatibil-

previous trading session on a
strong note, while Dow Jones
futures continued to trade in
positive territory. European
markets closed with mixed
results, whereas most Asian
markets witnessed selling
pressure during early trading.

Following the Indepen-
dence Day holiday on Fri-
day, U.S. markets resumed
trading in an optimistic mood
during the previous session.
The Dow Jones Industri-
al Average climbed 155.84
points, or 0.29 per cent, to
close at 53,055.91. The S&P
500 advanced 0.72 per cent
to finish at 7,537.43, while
the Nasdaq gained 288.49
points, or 1.12 per cent, to
settle at 26,121.16. Mean-
while, Dow Jones futures
were trading 0.11 per cent

higher at 53,114.30.European
markets ended the previous
session with mixed perfor-
mances. The FTSE Index de-
clined 0.26 per cent to close
at 10,651.77, while France’s
CAC Index slipped 0.33 per

cent to 8,479.87. In con-
trast, Germany’s DAX Index
gained 0.15 per cent to finish
at 25,817.89.Asian markets,

el ll"

however, were largely under
pressure on Monday. Of the
nine major Asian markets
being tracked, seven were
trading in negative territory,
while only two posted gains.

Singapore’s Straits Times
Index rose 0.61 per cent to
5,291.90. Indonesia’s Ja-
karta Composite Index also
traded higher, gaining 0.59

by 0.03 per cent to trade at
24,485. Hong Kong’s Hang
Seng Index fell 150.32
points, or 0.64 per cent, to
23,466South Korea’s Kospi
Index witnessed sharp sell-
ing pressure and was trading
577.30 points, or 7.17 per
cent, lower at 7,474.03

Japan’s  Nikkei Index
also recorded a significant
decline, falling 1,250.69
points, or 1.79 per cent, to
68,487

Elsewhere in the region,
Thailand’s SET Composite
Index was down 1.15 per
cent at 1,598.33, China’s
Shanghai Composite Index
declined 1.04 per cent to
3,999.03, while Taiwan’s
Weighted Index slipped
441.86 points, or 0.95 per
cent, to 46,114.53.

Microsoft to cut 4,800 johs, reshape Khox
husiness and spin off gaming studios

New Delhi: Microsoft
will cut 4,800 jobs, or about
2.1% of its global work-
force, as the technology gi-
ant undertakes a sweeping
overhaul of its Xbox gaming
business and seeks better
returns from years of heavy
investment in the division.
The company’s gaming arm

will account for 3,200 of
the job losses, with 1,600
employees being laid off im-
mediately. The restructuring
will also see several Micro-
soft-owned game developers
separated from the company
or placed under strategic re-
view. The changes mark one
of the biggest resets at Xbox

since Microsoft completed
its $69-billion acquisition of
Activision Blizzard. While
the deal significantly ex-
panded Microsoft’s cata-
logue of games, Xbox has
continued to trail Sony’s
PlayStation and Nintendo
in the console market.Mi-
crosoft has also been mov-

ing away from a strategy
centred on exclusive Xbox
titles. The company is in-
creasingly releasing told
employees that four studios
would be divested as part of
the restructuring.Compul-
sion Games, the developer
behind South of Midnight,
and D

ment (CETA), set to come
into force on July 15, pro-
vides duty-free access for
99 per cent of India’s ex-
ports to the UK.

According to the latest
notification from Finance
Ministry that set out the
rules, a product will qual-
ify as originating in India
or the UK if it is wholly
obtained in either coun-
try, produced entirely
from originating materi-
als, or manufactured us-
ing non-originating inputs
while meeting the prod-
uct-specific origin require-
ments prescribed under the
agreement. The rules, is-
sued by the Central Board
of Indirect Taxes and Cus-
toms (CBIC), establish the
framework for determining
whether goods qualify for
preferential tariff treat-
ment under the agreement
and lay down compliance
requirements for exporters
and importers. According
to the notification, “these
rules may be called the
Customs Tariff (Determi-
nation of Origin of Goods
under Comprehensive Eco-
nomic and Trade Agree-
ment between India and the
United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ire-
land) Rules, 2026. They

shall come into force on the
15th July, 2026”.
The framework

allows
cumulative treatment of
originating materials, en-
abling inputs originating in
one partner country to be
treated as originating in the
other when used in further
production. It also speci-
fies that activities such as
simple repackaging, rela-
belling, washing, sorting,
polishing, simple assembly
and other minor operations
will not be sufficient to
confer originating status
on a product. Customs au-
thorities will have powers
to verify origin claims and
deny preferential treatment
where products fail to meet
the prescribed conditions.
The rules also provide
flexibility for importers
who fail to claim tariff ben-
efits at the time of import.

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said
recently that the India-UK
CETA will further deepen
collaboration across trade,
investment, and innova-
tion, contributing to shared
prosperity for both nations.

The CETA will create
new avenues for profes-
sionals. In London, Goyal
urged Indian companies to
deepen engagement with
their UK counterparts and
translate opportunities
under the CETA into sus-
tained business growth.

Addressing  the  ‘In-
dia-UK: Partners in Prog-
ress Business Plenary’ in
London, Goyal said the
landmark trade pact offers
significant opportunities to
strengthen bilateral trade,
investment, technology
partnerships,  innovation
and resilient supply chains.

ity, the government is work-
ing on a longer-term ethanol
blending roadmap. Business
Today had earlier reported
that the Centre is evaluating
E21 by 2027 and E25 by
2029 through a calibrated
transition.The ongoing de-
bate over E20 petrol has
brought renewed attention to
the government’s long-term
ethanol blending strategy,
with the Centre evaluating
a phased transition towards
higher ethanol blends over
the next few years. Accord-
ing to sources, the govern-
ment is evaluating a roadmap
for the rollout of E21 blended
petrol by 2027, while E25
blending could be targeted
by 2029. Sources had earlier
told Business Today that the
Centre may also cap ethanol
blending in petrol at 25 per
cent, making E25 the likely
upper limit under the current
policy framework.

The roadmap assumes
significance as E20 petrol,
comprising 20 per cent eth-
anol and 80 per cent petrol,
has become the standard fuel
available across the country.

the ethanol blending pro-
gramme is critical for reduc-
ing crude oil imports, low-
ering carbon emissions and
supporting India’s sugarcane
economy.

OPEG+ set to consider modest oil out
put |II|(B for ﬂll!l allllll BﬂSIII!I Slllllll!l

Mumbal OPEC+ is expected to consider another modest
increase in oil production quotas for August as the alliance
continues unwinding earlier supply cuts, with delegates indi-
cating that seven key producers have reached a preliminary
agreement ahead of a virtual meeting on Sunday.

According to delegates, the proposed increase would raise
the combined production target of seven major producers, led
by Saudi Arabia and Russia, by 188,000 barrels per day if ap-
proved during the video conference.The move is in line with
the group’s strategy to gradually reverse production curbs in-
troduced in 2023 to support oil prices.If implemented, the lat-
est increase would bring the cumulative quota additions since
the policy reversal began to around 940,000 barrels per day,
equivalent to nearly 1 per cent of global oil demand.While pre-
vious production increases remained largely on paper due to
disruptions caused by the conflict in the region and the closure
of the Strait of Hormuz, the recent interim peace agreement
between the United States and Iran has enabled major Gulf
producers to restore exports and output.Saudi Arabia and the

United Arab Emirates have already brought oil exports close
to pre-conflict levels, according to tanker-tracking data, aided
by improved shipping access through the Strait of Hormuz fol-

lowing the easing of tensions.

The return of additional supplies has contributed to a sur-
plus in key Asian markets, reversing the sharp rise in oil pric-
es witnessed during the conflict and increasing the possibility
of intensified competition among OPEC producers for mar-
ket share.The production decision also comes at a time when
OPECH+ is facing internal challenges.Iraq, one of the organisa-
tion’s founding members, recently indicated that it could even-
tually consider leaving the group if it is not granted a higher

production quota.

The United Arab Emirates had previously exited the alliance
in May following similar concerns over production limits.

If approved, the August increase would represent the penul-
timate phase of restoring two layers of production cuts imple-
mented in 2023, with one final increase expected in September

to complete the process.

Mumbai: Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman addressed the Indian com-
munity in France, lauding their role as a
formidable force that enhances India’s
soft power, global standing, and bilat-

eral relationships.

She delivered the keynote address
to the Indian diaspora at a gathering
in Marseille, France. Later, the Union
Finance Minister also interacted with
the members of the Indian diaspora, ac-

cording to Finance Ministry.

She also interacted with Indian pro-
from Larsen & Toubro
(L&T) contributing to the International
Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor
(ITER) project in Cadarache, France.
ITER is a large-scale internation-
al collaboration aimed at building the
world’s largest experimental tokamak
nuclear fusion reactor. The project in-
volves seven main member countries,
including India, with additional coop-
eration agreements with many other
countries, according to a post on X by
Finance Ministry. FM Sitharaman also
witnessed a presentation and India’s
contribution to ITER by Alain Becoulet
and Kattalai Ramachandran Sriram.
Later, during the guided visit, the
Finance Minister was informed of the
facilities at ITER with a walk through

fessionals

Cleaning Hall and Assembly Hall Walk
and a view of Tokamak Pit.

The Finance Minister appreciated the
dedication of the ITER engineers and
scientists engaged in ITER experiment,
which is one of the most ambitious
nuclear fusion energy projects in the
world, and a significant step toward
sustainable and limitless clean energy
for the future. She also commended the
work of Indian scientists, engineers and
associates, as well as notable industry
players such as L&T, Inox India, TCS,
TCE, HCL Technologies, among oth-

ers, who are contributing to the project
over the last two decades.

Earlier, India and France discussed
potential areas for greater bilateral co-
operation in critical minerals, econom-
ic sovereignty and security policies,
and further enhance the financial indus-
tries connect between both the nations.

FM Sitharaman and Roland Lescure,
Minister of Economy, Finance, Indus-
trial, Energy, and Digital Sovereignty
of France, co-chaired the India-France
Economic and Financial
(EFD) in Aix-en-Provence.

Dialogue
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America: Calls for Gra-
ham Platner, the Democratic
candidate for US Senate in
Maine, to withdraw his can-
didacy intensified Monday
after a woman accused him
of sexual assault in an exclu-
sive report by Politico.

While Platner denied the
claims, many top Democrat-
ic figures quickly called on
the beleaguered nominee to
step down.

In a joint statement, Senate
Democratic leader Chuck
Schumer and Democratic
Senatorial Campaign Com-
mittee chair Kirsten Gilli-
brand said Platner should
“immediately withdraw”.

“The allegations reported
today are incredibly disturb-
ing — violence, abuse and
sexual assault are absolute-
ly unacceptable,” they said.
“The DSCC will not invest
in the Maine Senate race if
Platner remains on the bal-
lot.”

Maine’s Democratic par-
ty leadership said Platner
should withdraw from the
race, while Ro Khanna, the
California ~ representative
who has been one of Plat-
ner’s most vocal supporters,
also said he should drop out.
“I’'ve been very clear that
sexual assault or violence
against women is a red line,”
he wrote on X. “These alle-
gations are very serious and
credible. Graham Platner

INTERNATIONAL

should drop out from the
race. | am withdrawing my
endorsement.”

Elizabeth  Warren, the
Massachusetts senator who
endorsed Platner in March,
said in a statement “there can
be no tolerance for sexual
assault”. She said: “With so
much at stake, the best path
forward is for Graham Plat-
ner to step aside as the Dem-
ocratic nominee and address
these serious allegations
outside this Senate race.”Ru-
ben Gallego, a Democratic
senator from Arizona, also
said on X: “The allegations
against Graham Platner are
troubling and deeply se-
rious. I am rescinding my
endorsement.” Martin Hein-
rich, a Democratic senator
from New Mexico who had
also supported Platner in the
primary, said he could “no
longer support” his candida-
cy. “He should step aside,”
Heinrich said in a statement.

In the Politico report, pub-
lished on Monday, Jenny
Racicot, 41, who previously
dated Platner, said he forced
her to have sex despite re-
peated objections.

Platner denied the claims
in a statement to Politico.

“These allegations are
troubling, serious, and false.
Any accusation of non-con-
sensual behavior is categori-
cally untrue,” he said.

Racicot told the outlet she

had an on-and-off relation-
ship with Platner for more
than two years. She alleges
that in late 2021, an intox-
icated Platner entered her
home uninvited and forced
himself on her. Racicot said
she terminated contact after
the encounter.

The report cited accounts
from a man Racicot later
confided in, as well as recent
therapist emails, and mes-
sages where she warned an
acquaintance about Platner

in 2023.

Platner, an oyster farmer
and former marine veteran,
who secured the Democrat-
ic nomination and faces the
Republican senator Susan
Collins in the general elec-
tion, has faced a series of
scandals before this week.
Platner has cast himself as
a populist everyman with
an anti-oligarchy message.
Before his run for public of-
fice, he made controversial
comments on social media

and got a Nazi-linked tattoo,
which has since been cov-
ered up. Platner has said he
did not initially understand
the meaning of the tattoo.

In a video message on
Monday published after the
Politico report, Platner again
said the accusations were
false, but that he was mind-
ful of the political reality the
accusation will carry.

“We are taking the time to
reflect on the best path for-
ward for the state that I love,

the people that I love, the
movement [ belong to and
the goal of defeating Susan
Collins,” Platner said.

He thanked the voters who
helped propel him to the
nomination as a political
newcomer.

“You never turned your
back on me, and I will not
turn my back on you now,”
he said. “Every one of you
deserves to see that vision
come to fruition, and see
Susan Collins defeated, and
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we will use every tool at our
disposal to do so. As Maine
goes, so goes the nation.”

Collins  herself weighed
in on social media: “These
allegations are appalling.
Nevertheless, it is not up to
me to choose the Democratic
nominee for Senate.”

Racicot was one of sever-
al women who spoke to the
New York Times for a previ-
ous story in June about Plat-
ner’s “unsettling” behavior
with women he dated.She
told Politico she hesitated
to make her claim public
because she had a “huge
moral conflict” between
supporting Platner’s politics
and not supporting him as a
person. She also said she did
not share the sexual assault
claims with the New York
Times for their story because
she did not want to be known
as a rape victim.

Racicot told Politico she
had previously had consen-
sual relations with Platner,
until a night in 2021 when he
allegedly let himself into her
unlocked house and forced
himself on her. She said she
repeatedly told him to stop
and that she believed he was
“almost blackout drunk”.

According to Politico, Rac-
icot accused Platner of hav-
ing sex with her against her
will and ejaculating inside
her after she told him not to.
There was no police report

filed at the time.

Platner’s campaign said the
senatorial candidate “vigor-
ously denies” the claims.

“These allegations are very
serious and Graham vig-
orously denies them,” the
statement said. “They are
also coached and coordinat-
ed by out of state establish-
ment operatives. For a year,
opponents of this campaign
have thrown everything they
can at Graham — calling him
a Nazi, a war criminal, and
a communist. None of it has
been true and this is no dif-
ferent.

“It is not a coincidence that
this story comes a week be-
fore the ballot deadline, just
as the previous false allega-
tions came a week before
the primary. Graham began
this campaign to fight for
a Maine where everyone
is treated with dignity and
where Mainers are put first,
and no amount of desperate
smears will stop this move-
ment from seeing that vision
through.”

Should Democrats decide
to replace Platner as the par-
ty’s nominee in the Maine
Senate race, Platner would
have to drop out by 5pm ET
on 13 July, according to state
law. The Democratic party
will then have a two-week
window — until 27 July — to
select a replacement candi-
date.

Tanker on fire in Strait of Hormuz after
being hit by projectile off Oman

Tehran: A tanker travelling
off the coast of Oman in the
Strait of Hormuz has caught
fire after being struck by a
projectile, according to the
United Kingdom’s military.

The attack early on Tues-
day was the latest targeting
a vessel moving through the
Gulf’s critical waterway,
through which a fifth of the
world’s oil and natural gas
passed before the US-Isra-
el war on Iran began in late
February.Iranian  television
said the liquefied natural gas
tanker came under attack af-
ter ignoring warnings, but
Tehran did not directly claim
the assault.

Tehran has repeatedly de-
clared that only its approved
route through the Strait of
Hormuz is safe, and it is
suspected of attacking other
ships that have used anoth-

er route close to the Omani
shore.

The UK Maritime Trade
Operations (UKMTO) cen-
tre said the tanker had been
hit near Limah, Oman, in the
strait. The projectile hit the
port side of the vessel while it
was trying to travel south out
of the strait towards the Gulf
of Oman, the UKMTO said.

Talks between Iran and the
United States on a perma-
nent end to the war appear
to be on hold until after the
burial of Iran’s former Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, who was killed at
the beginning of the US-Is-
rael war on Iran on February
28.

Authorities flew Khame-
nei’s body to the Shia sem-
inary city of Qom overnight,
where mourners honoured
him on Tuesday.

More than 300 children killed in
Sudan war in 6 months, UNICEF says

Cairo: More than 300 chil-
dren have been killed or in-
jured in the last six months in
the war in Sudan, mostly from
drone strikes, the U.N. chil-
dren’s agency said Monday.

The Sudanese military and
the paramilitary Rapid Sup-
port Forces have been fighting
since April 2023.

The war is now concentrated
in the Kordofan, Darfur and
Blue Nile states, with drone
warfare causing 60% of casu-
alties, according to UNICEF.

The UN.,, U.S, UK. and
others have expressed alarm
about potential atrocities as
the RSF and the military fight
for control of the strategic city
of el-Obeid in North Kordo-
fan.

In Geneva on Monday, the
U.N.-backed Human Rights
Council approved a measure,
brought by five European

countries, condemning the es-
calating violence by the RSF
and its allies in and around el-
Obeid.

The measure, approved
without a vote, also encour-
ages greater support for coun-
tries hosting refugees from
Sudan and condemns “all
forms of external interfer-
ence” in the war, among other
things.

The conflict has killed at
least 59,000 people, displaced

-
some 13 million and pushed
many parts of Sudan into
famine. More than 30 million
people are in need of humani-
tarian assistance.

Drone strikes and shelling
have targeted civilian infra-
structure including schools,
markets, fuel and water sta-
tions, putting over 500,000
people at risk. Civilians in
some areas have faced almost
siegelike conditions for over a
year.

“Children are being caught
in a relentless cycle of vi-
olence, displacement and
deprivation,” said Sheldon
Yett, UNICEF representative
for Sudan.

The U.N. called on parties
“to protect civilians and ci-
vilian infrastructure, allow
and facilitate safe, rapid and
unimpeded humanitarian
access, and take all possible
measures to protect children
from harm.”

Marine Le Pen's 2021 bid for French presi-
dency Is at stake in Paris court ruling

Paris: French far-right leader
Marine Le Pen ’s political future
is on the line Tuesday as a Paris
appeals court rules on her eligi-
bility to stand in the next presi-
dential election.

The verdict will be delivered
from 1:30 p.m. and could take
several hours to read. It could re-
shape the 2027 contest to replace
President Emmanuel Macron if
it forces the popular Le Pen out
of the picture. The constitution
prevents Macron from seeking a
third consecutive term.

Le Pen, 57, is appealing a
March 2025 conviction that
found her and other members of
her National Rally party guilty
of misusing European Parlia-
ment funds by paying party
staff with money intended for
EU parliamentary assistants be-
tween 2004 and 2016.

The lower court sentenced
her to prison time, suspended
pending appeal, and imposed a
five-year ban on holding elected
office.

Le Pen has denied any wrong-
doing and still hopes to mount a
fourth bid for the presidency. But
a verdict that upholds a lengthy
ban could make that impossible
and suspend her career that has
transformed the National Rally
into a major political force.

Such a verdict could also rever-
berate on the European Union,
by sidelining a fierce critic of the
27-nation bloc.

If she is barred, her protege
Jordan Bardella would replace
her. Bardella, 30, is the current
president of the anti-immigra-
tion, EU-skeptic National Ral-
ly.

Other outcomes also are pos-

'

sible. The appeals court could

still find Le Pen guilty but re-

duce the ban on holding elected

office to two years or less — or
impose no ban at all.

A ban of two years or less
would expire before the first
round of the French presiden-
tial election, scheduled in April
2027.

But that does not automati-
cally mean Le Pen would run.
She has said that if the court
imposes other constraints that
make campaigning difficult, she
might decide not to run. That
could include any prison sen-
tence, electronic monitoring or
other judicial restrictions.

“If I'm allowed to be a can-
didate but am effectively pre-
vented from campaigning free-
ly, then you understand that
wouldn’t be possible,” Le Pen
said in an interview last week.

Prosecutors asked the appeals
court to sentence Le Pen to four

years in prison, including three
suspended, in addition to a ban
on holding elected office for
five years.

They accused Le Pen of being
at the head of a “system” meant
to “siphon off” EU public funds
to the benefit of her party.

Although prosecutors did not
ask for it, the appeals court is
free to order the ban on holding
elected office to take immediate
effect, like the lower court did.

Le Pen could still appeal to
the Court of Cassation, France’s
highest court, but it’s unclear
whether judges would suspend
the sentence pending a final rul-
ing.

The Court of Cassation has
previously said that, if asked to
review the case, it would seek
to issue a ruling before the 2027
presidential election.
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10 Pairs of Stretchabhle

Locating stylish jeans
is a straightforward task.
However, discovering jeans
that provide comfort from
morning meetings to eve-
ning dinner plans presents a
different challenge. The key
is in stretchable denim. By
incorporating the appropri-
ate amount of elastane into
cotton, these jeans adapt to
your movements rather than
constraining them, thereby
enhancing comfort during
long commutes, travel,
workdays, and weekend ac-
tivities. The Amazon Sale
is a great opportunity to
invest in versatile denim
staples that you’ll actually
reach for every week. From
timeless straight-leg fits and
flattering flared silhouettes
to relaxed baggy styles and
classic mom jeans, these
stretchable options deliver
comfort without compro-
mising on style. Stretchable
jeans for women

1. INKD Women’s Flared
Pull-On  Jeans: Pull-on
jeans have become increas-
ingly popular because they
eliminate  uncomfortable
waistbands while offering
a smooth, flattering fit. This
pair from INKD combines
the ease of leggings with
the polished appearance of
denim. The mid-rise fit feels
supportive without digging
into the waist, while the
flared silhouette balanc-

es proportions beautiful-
ly. Available in plus sizes,
they’re an excellent every-
day option for women who
prioritise comfort but still
want a fashionable look.

Style tip: Pair with fitted
tops, oversized shirts or
cropped kurtis to highlight
the flattering flare.

2. Amazon Brand Symbol
Women’s Baggy Wide Leg
Jeans: Baggy jeans continue
to dominate fashion trends,
and this high-rise pair deliv-
ers both comfort and effort-
less style. The relaxed wide-
leg fit allows unrestricted
movement, making these
ideal for travel, shopping
or casual weekends. The
structured waistband keeps
the look polished while the
roomy silhouette creates an
easy-going aesthetic that
works across seasons.

Style tip: Wear with fitted
tanks or tucked-in shirts to
balance the loose silhouette.

3. Miss Chase Women’s
Skinny High Rise Cropped
Fringed Hem lJeans: For
those who prefer a sleek sil-
houette, these skinny jeans
offer stretch exactly where
it’s needed. The high-rise
waistband provides support
while the cropped length
and fringed hem add a play-
ful fashion-forward finish.
The fabric hugs comfort-
ably without feeling overly

ideal for both daytime out-
ings and evening plans.
Style tip: Style with heels
or loafers to show off the
cropped hem.

4. Levi’s Women’s Mom
Loose Tapered Fit High
Rise Jeans: Mom jeans
remain one of the easiest
denim styles to wear, and
Levi’s delivers a timeless
version with this relaxed
high-rise pair. The loose fit
through the hips combined
with a tapered ankle creates
a flattering shape that suits
almost every body type.
Comfortable enough for all-
day wear, these jeans offer
the perfect balance between
vintage-inspired style and
modern practicality.

Style tip: Pair with graph-
ic tees, sneakers and a den-
im jacket for an effortless
weekend look.

5. Nifty Women’s Cotton
Blend Stretchable Mid Rise
Jeans: If comfort tops your
priority list, these stretch-
able cotton-blend jeans
are worth considering. The
mid-rise  waistband  sits
comfortably without feel-
ing too high or too low,
while the flexible denim
moves naturally with your
body throughout the day.
They’re simple, versa-
tile and ideal for women
looking for reliable every-
day jeans at an affordable
price.Style tip: Team them
with casual shirts, kurtis or
oversized sweaters.

6. Symbol Premium
Women’s Loose Flared
Jeans: These loose flared
jeans combine two of to-
day’s biggest denim trends
in one comfortable pack-
age. The ankle-length cut
keeps the look contempo-
rary, while the cotton-blend
stretch fabric makes walk-
ing, travelling and sitting
for long hours much easi-
er. Available in plus sizes,
they’re designed to flatter
without sacrificing com-
fort.

Style tip: Pair with plat-
form sandals and fitted tops
for a balanced silhouette.

7. Levi’s Women’s 725
Flared Fit High Rise Jeans:
Levi’s 725 is one of those
wardrobe staples that rarely
goes out of style. The high-
rise waistband defines the

Jeans for All-Day Comfort

waist beautifully, while the
subtle flare elongates the
legs and creates an elegant
profile. The stretch denim
ensures the jeans remain
comfortable  throughout
long workdays or week-
end outings without losing
their shape.Style tip: Style
with tucked-in blouses and
block heels for a polished
appearance.

8. Amazon Brand Sym-
bol Women’s Loose Flared
Jeans:  These mid-rise
loose flared jeans deliver
everyday versatility with
plenty of comfort. The
cotton-blend stretch fabric
allows unrestricted move-
ment while the five-pocket
styling keeps them classic
and functional. Whether
you’re dressing casually
or slightly more polished,
these jeans adapt effortless-
ly to different occasions.
Style tip: Add a fitted knit
top and white sneakers for
an easy everyday outfit.

9. Urbano Fashion Wom-
en’s Mid Rise Bootcut
Stretchable Jeans: Bootcut
jeans have quietly made a
major comeback, and this
stretchable pair from Ur-
bano Fashion proves why.
The gentle flare below the
knee creates balanced pro-
portions while the flexible
fabric ensures lasting com-
fort. They’re particular-
ly flattering with heels or
ankle boots and transition
easily from workwear to
casual evenings.Style tip:
Pair with blazers, tucked-in
tops and ankle boots for a
chic smart-casual look.

10. Levi’s Women’s High
Rise 724 Slim Straight Fit
Jeans: If you’re looking for
one pair of jeans that works
with almost everything in
your wardrobe, this could
be it. The slim straight fit
offers a timeless silhou-
ette that never feels overly
trendy, while the high-rise
waist creates a flattering fit
for everyday wear. Made
with comfortable stretch
denim, these jeans main-
tain their shape while giv-
ing you enough flexibility
for all-day movement.Style
tip: Style with crisp white
shirts, loafers and minimal
jewellery for a classic ev-
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Preserve the shine of your jewelry
regardiess of humidity levels

The monsoon season

during the rainy season.

Riva shared these tips for protecting
jewellery during monsoon season:

1. Keep it dry: Moisture is one of
jewellery’s biggest enemies during
the monsoon. Remove your jewellery
before stepping out in heavy rain or

introduces
various changes, including exces-
sive sweating and elevated humidi-
ty, which can cause your cherished
jewellery items to lose their luster.
This necessitates appropriate care to
avoid dullness, discoloration, and de-
terioration. Regardless of whether it
is silver, gold, diamond, or gemstone
jewellery, providing a bit of addition-
al attention during the rainy season
can aid in maintaining its brilliance
and ensuring that each piece remains
in pristine condition. “Jewellery is
meant to be cherished for years, and
proper care becomes even more im-
portant during the monsoon. Simple
habits can help maintain its shine and
ensure every piece continues to look
as beautiful as the day it was bought,”
she said, suggesting how mindful
care can go a long way in preserv-
ing jewellery’s beauty and brilliance

catch.

environment.

engaging in activities that cause ex-
cessive sweating. If your pieces do
get wet, it is vital to dry them imme-
diately with a soft cloth and perform
a quick check of the clasps and hooks,
as moisture can sometimes cause

these mechanical parts to loosen or

2. Clean it regularly: Dirt, sweat,
and residue from skincare products
can build up quickly.

Wipe your jewellery with a soft mi-
crofiber cloth after every wear, and
occasionally clean it using a mild
soap solution and lukewarm water.

Avoid harsh chemicals, especially
for gemstone jewellery.

3. Store it the right way: Humidity
can affect both metals and gemstones.
Store each piece separately in a soft
pouch or a fabric-lined jewellery box;
these fabric linings are essential as
they prevent scratches and damage
from humidity-induced shifts or ex-
pansions in storage materials.

Adding silica gel sachets to your
jewellery box can also help absorb
excess humidity and maintain a stable

4. Watch out for discolouration or

odours: While high-quality gold does
not rust, accumulated moisture and
dirt can sometimes lead to dullness
or an unpleasant smell, particularly
around intricate designs.
Regular cleaning helps prevent this.
5. Special care for different gem-

stones: Not all stones react to mois-

ture in the same way. Polki and uncut
diamonds are particularly porous and
sensitive to high humidity, requir-
ing extra vigilance to prevent mois-
ture from seeping behind the foil or
setting, which can cause permanent
clouding.

6. Avoid contact with cosmetics:

Perfumes, hairsprays, lotions, and
makeup contain chemicals that may
reduce your jewellery’s natural shine.

Make jewellery the last thing you
wear before heading out. In the end,
Riva also recommended a non-ne-
gotiable ‘seasonal service.” She ex-
plained, “It is a scheduled profes-
sional cleaning and inspection once
or twice a year. Expert polishing and
maintenance not only restore your
jewellery’s brilliance but also help

identify loose settings or minor wear

before they become bigger concerns.”

he rainy sea-

son ushers in

cooler tem-

peratures,

invigorating
showers, and numerous pud-
dles lurking at every turn.
This period also heightens
the importance of selecting
appropriate footwear. While
a fashionable pair may ap-
pear appealing, it can swift-
ly become uncomfortable
if it absorbs moisture, feels
cumbersome, or lacks trac-
tion on slick surfaces. The
perfect monsoon shoe en-
sures comfort for your feet,
offers dependable grip, and
dries swiftly after exposure
to water. Quality footwear
can also minimize the risk
of slipping and significantly
ease daily commutes. Pri-
or to purchasing your next
pair, consider several prac-
tical features that can truly
enhance your experience on
rainy days.

What to Look For in Your
Shoes to Battle the Mon-
soon.Choose shoes with
high-traction rubber soles

wet roads and slippery sur-
faces. Pick water-resistant
or quick-drying materials
like treated mesh or syn-
thetic fabrics that do not
stay soaked for long. Look
for lightweight designs that
remain comfortable even
after getting caught in un-
expected rain.

Select shoes with breath-
able construction to help
reduce sweat and keep your
feet feeling fresh.Go for
pairs that are easy to clean
and dry quickly, making
them ready for regular use
throughout the rainy season.
Shoes That Don’t Get Slip-
pery During the Monsoon.
Shoes with deep-patterned
rubber outsoles offer better
grip than smooth soles.Trail
walking shoes are a great
option thanks to their excel-
lent traction on wet ground.
Sports shoes with anti-slip
rubber soles perform well
for daily commutes.Sandals
with textured rubber foot-
beds and grippy outsoles
work well during heavy
showers.

Avoid shoes with worn-

out soles, as they lose grip
and increase the risk of slip-
ping on wet surfaces. Top 5
monsoon shoes for men
The right pair of shoes can
make rainy days far more
comfortable. Good grip,
quick-drying materials, and
a secure fit all help keep
you steady on wet roads.
Here are five excellent op-
tions for men. 1. Crocs Uni-
sex Adult Bayaband Black/
White Slide-M4W6: Why
they offer great grip: The
Classic All Terrain version
comes with a rugged out-
sole featuring deep lugs that
provide stronger traction
on wet roads and slippery
pavements compared to
standard clogs.
Monsoon benefits:
Completely waterproof
Easy to wash after mud-
dy walks.Lightweight and
comfortable for daily use.
2. ASIAN Everest-01
Sports Trekking & Hiking:
Why they offer great grip:
The CrossContact outsole
features deep lugs that help
maintain traction on wet

pery surfaces.

Monsoon benefits:

Excellent stability on
damaged roads. Better
ankle support on uneven
ground.Suitable for long
walks during the rainy sea-
son. 3. SPARX Men’s Black
and Grey Athletic and Out-
door Sandals: Why they of-
fer great grip: The textured
TPR outsole channels water
away efficiently, helping
maintain traction on wet
tiles and pavements.

Monsoon benefits:

Quick-drying  synthetic
straps.Secure hook and loop
closure.Comfortable for ex-
tended wear.

4. Skechers GO Walk 7
Olive: Why they offer great
grip: The rubber outsole
uses multiple contact points
to improve stability across
smooth and wet surfaces.
5. Campus Men’s OXYFIT
(N) Walking Shoes BLU/
Gry - 8UK/India: Why they
offer great grip: The phy-
lon and rubber sole pro-
vide dependable traction on
wet roads while remaining

restrictive,

making these

eryday look.

that provide better grip on

mud, uneven roads and slip-

lightweight.

The top 10 lightweight sarees that are comfortahle to wear

Few ensembles can rival the
sophistication of a saree; howev-
er, those who don one frequent-
ly understand that the choice of
fabric significantly influences
the overall experience. A heavy
saree may appear stunning for
a short period, yet it can swiftly
turn uncomfortable, particular-
ly during extended hours at the
office, weddings, family gather-
ings, or festive occasions. This is
where lightweight sarees prove
to be advantageous. Easy-to-
drape fabrics like cotton, linen,
chiffon, soft silk and handloom
blends make getting dressed
far less intimidating while still
delivering timeless style. They
fall beautifully, stay comfortable
for hours and are much easier
to manage, even if you’re rel-
atively new to wearing sarees.
Whether you’re looking for
something for work, brunches,
festive gatherings or everyday
elegance, these lightweight sa-
rees on discounted prices during
Amazon Prime Day Sale, strike
the perfect balance between
comfort and sophistication.

Lightweight sarees on sale

1. Jack and Jini Printed Cotton
Linen Kalamkari Saree: This
cotton-linen saree is proof that
comfort and elegance can coex-
ist beautifully. The breathable
fabric feels incredibly light on
the body and drapes with ease,
making it perfect for women
who wear sarees regularly or are
still mastering the art of pleating.

The Kalamkari-inspired print
lends the saree a handcrafted
charm while keeping it sophis-
ticated enough for office wear,
cultural events and daytime cel-
ebrations. Since the fabric isn’t
bulky, it remains comfortable
even after several hours, making
it a wardrobe essential for warm
weather.

Style tip: Pair with a plain el-
bow-sleeve blouse, oxidised
earrings and comfortable kolha-
puris.

2. SIRIL Cotton Linen Printed
Saree: If you’re looking for a
saree that’s crisp without feel-
ing stiff, this cotton-linen op-
tion deserves a closer look. The
fabric strikes an ideal balance
between structure and softness,
allowing the pleats to stay in
place while still flowing natu-
rally. Its understated print makes
it versatile enough for office
meetings, teacher uniforms, for-
mal lunches or everyday wear.
Lightweight and breathable, it’s
one of those sarees you’ll find
yourself reaching for repeated-
ly. Style tip: Complete the look
with a sleek bun, nude flats and
a structured tote bag.

3. Soft Italian Silk Black and
White Striped Saree: This Italian
silk saree gives you the elegance
of silk without the usual weight
associated with festive fabrics.
The contemporary black-and-
white striped design feels mod-
ern and fashion-forward while
remaining sophisticated enough

for professional settings. The
smooth texture allows the saree
to drape beautifully, creating
clean pleats with very little ef-
fort. It’s ideal for presentations,
formal dinners and elegant day-
time events.

Style tip: Style with a sleeve-
less blouse and sleek low bun
for a contemporary aesthetic.

4. MIRCHI FASHION Chif-
fon Printed Saree: Nothing feels
quite as effortless as chiffon.
This printed saree glides beau-
tifully over the body, creating
a soft, feminine silhouette that
feels almost weightless. The
airy fabric makes draping in-
credibly simple while adding
graceful movement with every
step. Whether you’re attending
a lunch, dinner date or office
celebration, this saree offers el-
egance without any heaviness.
It’s especially suitable for those
who prefer sarees that require
minimal adjustment through-
out the day. Style tip: Pair with
pointed heels and delicate pearl
jewellery for a polished finish.

5. SIRIL Cotton Printed Sa-
ree: Pure cotton sarees continue
to be favourites for everyday
dressing, and this printed option
is no exception. Soft, breathable
and incredibly practical, it offers
maximum comfort without com-
promising on style. The subtle
prints make it suitable for work
as well as casual outings, while
the lightweight fabric makes
draping quick and fuss-free.
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It’s an excellent investment for
women building an everyday sa-
ree collection.

Style tip: Wear with oxidised
studs, a silver watch and flat
sandals.

6. SAPTAK FASHION Cot-
ton Blend Handloom Saree
with Love Border: Handloom
sarees possess a timeless charm
that’s difficult to replicate,
and this cotton-blend version
makes them even more wear-
able. Lightweight, breathable
and beautifully textured, it car-

ries an artisanal appeal without
feeling overly traditional. The
subtle border detail adds char-
acter while allowing the saree to
remain suitable for daily office
wear, literary events or cultural
gatherings. Style tip: Add hand-
crafted silver jewellery and a
contrasting cotton blouse.

7. VJ Fashion Kerala Silk
Blend Saree: Kerala-inspired
sarees are synonymous with
understated elegance, and this
silk-blend version offers the
same timeless appeal in a light-

weight format. The subtle sheen
elevates the overall look while
remaining comfortable enough
for extended wear. It’s an excel-
lent choice for festivals, office
celebrations, pujas and tradi-
tional family gatherings where
elegance matters but comfort is
equally important.Style tip: Pair
with temple jewellery and fresh
jasmine flowers for a classic
South Indian-inspired look.

8. EthnicJunction Art Silk Ka-
lamkari Print Saree: Art silk of-
fers the rich appearance of silk
while being significantly lighter
and easier to manage. This Ka-
lamkari print saree beautifully
combines heritage-inspired mo-
tifs with a fabric that’s practi-
cal for modern lifestyles. The
vibrant print becomes the focal
point of the outfit, requiring very
little accessorising. Comfortable
enough for long hours yet visu-
ally striking, it’s perfect for fes-
tive lunches, office events and
cultural programmes.

Style tip: Keep accessories
minimal and opt for a solid-co-
loured blouse.

9. Yashika Malgudi Silk Ajrak
Printed Saree: Ajrak prints have
remained timeless for genera-
tions, and this lightweight silk
saree showcases them beautiful-
ly. The fabric flows effortlessly
while the intricate print adds
depth, richness and traditional
charm. Despite its elegant ap-
pearance, the saree remains sur-
prisingly comfortable to wear

throughout the day, making it
suitable for festive occasions as
well as professional settings that
embrace ethnic wear.Style tip:
Pair with antique silver jewel-
lery and a simple solid blouse.

10. T.J. Sarees Bengal Han-
dloom Pure Cotton Saree: A
Bengal handloom cotton saree
is one of the most comfortable
investments you can make. Wo-
ven using breathable cotton, this
saree feels exceptionally light
while maintaining the crisp ele-
gance handlooms are known for.
It drapes effortlessly, becomes
softer with every wash and
works beautifully across sea-
sons. Whether you’re heading to
work, attending a cultural event
or simply enjoying a relaxed
weekend, this timeless piece of-
fers unmatched comfort and ver-
satility. It’s one of those sarees
that never goes out of fashion
and only gets better with time.
Style tip: Style with handcraft-
ed jewellery, a cotton blouse and
classic leather sandals. The best
sarees are the ones you actual-
ly enjoy wearing. Lightweight
fabrics not only simplify drap-
ing but also allow you to move
comfortably throughout the day
without constantly adjusting
your outfit. Whether you prefer
timeless cottons, breezy chif-
fons, elegant silk blends or her-
itage-inspired handlooms, these
sarees prove that looking grace-
ful doesn’t have to come at the
cost of comfort.
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Agency : Love it or hate
it, Al is slowly finding a
bigger place in entertain-
ment. And one of the inter-
net’s most talked-about Al
personalities is now taking
an even bigger leap. After
making headlines for all the
debate surrounding Al ac-
tors, Tilly Norwood is get-
ting ready to headline her
very first feature film.

According to  Variety,
the Al actor will lead Mis-
aligned, a comedy-drama
from Particle 6, the Al-fo-
cused studio that created
Tilly. The film is current-
ly in early development
and marks the character’s
first full-length feature as
the lead. Misaligned is set
inside the quirky “Tilly-
verse"—a digital world that
exists somewhere in the
Cloud. The story has been
described as a “coming-of-
age story infused with ex-
istential AI chaos," blend-
ing humour with questions
about identity, emotions
and what it really means to
be human. At the heart of
the film is Tilly, an Al be-
ing with no real body, no
childhood and no memories
of her own. Instead, she has
access to everyone else’s
experiences. But things take
an unexpected turn when
she meets a charming rogue
bot from the dark web. He
convinces her to ditch her
built-in  guardrails, and
suddenly Tilly starts devel-
oping desires, ambitions
and impulses of her own—
making her feel a lot more
human than she was ever
meant to. Particle 6 says the
movie won’t rely only on ar-
tificial intelligence. Instead,
it will be made using a mix
of Al tools and traditional
filmmaking, with directors,
writers and editors working
alongside Al specialists.

Amid OTT takedown, Anurag Kashyap sparks dehate
hy haclung nlrated viewing 0I Diljit's Satluj

Mumbai : After a three-
year-long battle with the
Central Board of Film
Certification and numer-
ous challenges, the Diljit
Dosanjh-starrer Satluj pre-
miered on ZEES on Friday,
only to be taken down from
the OTT platform within
just two days of its release.
With no clear explanation
for the move, the movie
is no longer available in
India. Amid this, Anurag
Kashyap has reacted to the
controversy.

Taking to his Instagram,
Anurag Kashyap shared a
post that talks about Diljit
Dosanjh starrer’s sudden
takedown from the OTT
platform. The director
shared a post which reads,
“The thing about banning
something is that the more
you ban something, the
more people want to watch
it. I was not even plan-
ning to watch this film, but
now I will have to watch

r— WOHLY TRENAN
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it to understand why it got
banned.” In another story,
Anurag promoted Satluj by
sharing a post urging the
public to watch the film,
even if it meant relying on
pirated copies.

Earlier, Ram Gopal Var-
ma, after watching the film,
hailed it as a deep wound
that will never heal. “This
is cinema used as confron-
tation, where @diljitdosan-
jh acts with a quiet fury
with no chest-thumping

/

i
heroism. His only weap-
ons are a ledger and a
conscience. (@rampalarjun
adds layers of moral rot in
the institutional complicity
that feels chillingly realis-
tic,” Varma wrote.He fur-
ther continued, “Director
@honeytrehan, instead of
sensationalising the hor-
ror, unfolds the film like
a slow-burn investigative
thriller through bureaucrat-
ic files, cremation records,
and hushed conversations.

This restraint makes the
brutality of the subject
matter hit that much hard-
er because it explodes with
the force of truth and not
exploitation.”

Satluj, previously titled
Panjab 95, follows Jas-
want Singh as he begins
with one personal search
and gradually uncovers a
much larger story of al-
leged disappearances and
custodial deaths. Set during
Punjab’s turbulent militan-
cy period, the film presents
his journey as a struggle
against injustice, silence,
and institutional denial.
Directed by Honey Tre-
han, Satluj premiered on
ZEES on July 3 after years
of delays. The film had
earlier faced hurdles over
certification, preventing its
planned theatrical release.
However, it finally reached
audiences on OTT before
being taken down from the
platform within two days.
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Mira Rajput sweeps Shahid Kapoor off his
feet with romantic 11th anniversary tribute

Mumbai Entrepre-
neur Mira Rajput Kapoor
penned a sweet yet quirky
anniversary wish for hus-
band Shahid Kapoor on
their 11th wedding anni-
versary on July 7.

She shared a nostalgic
throwback picture to cele-
brate another milestone in
their marriage. Taking to
her social media account,,
Mira posted an old picture
from their visit to Madame
Tussauds museum. The
picture shows the couple
posing between Shahid
Kapoor and his wax statue.
Shahid is seen dressed in a
striped formal suit, while
his wax figure is dressed
in a black-and-white tuxe-
do. Mira looks elegant in
a sleeveless black gown as
she stands between the real
and wax versions of her
husband.Sharing the mem-
orable picture, she cap-
tioned the post as, “When
1+1 = 11 Happy Anniver-

sary love of my life!"
Shahid and Mira tied the
knot on July 7, 2015, in
an intimate Anand Karaj
ceremony held in Delhi.
For the uninitiated, their
alliance was arranged
through the spiritual or-
ganisation Radha Soami
Satsang Beas, to which
both families belong. De-
spite a significant age dif-
ference, the two developed
a strong bond after meeting
through their families and
eventually decided to mar-

SINGAFD

ry.They are parents to two
children, daughter Misha
Kapoor, born in 2016, and
son Zain Kapoor, whom
they welcomed in 2018.
On the work front, Shahid
was last seen in Cocktail 2
for which he received good
response to his character
portrayal.He was also seen
in O Romeo which opened
to mix response at the box
office.For the uninitiated,
Shahid is the son of veter-
an actors Pankaj Kapur and
Neelima Azim.

Tom Holland spiraled into self-doubt
during first day on 'the odyssey’

Washington : Tom Hol-
land has revealed that he
mistakenly believed di-
rector Christopher Nolan
was unhappy with his per-
formance on the first day
of filming 'The Odyssey',
before learning that the
frequent interruptions were
simply due to the technical
limitations of IMAX cam-
eras. As per Variety, Hol-
land in a recent interview,
recalled his first experi-
ence working with IMAX
cameras and admitted he
misunderstood why Nolan

kept calling for cuts during
a scene with co-star Jon
Bernthal. "Working with
the Imax cameras for the
first time is an experience,"
Holland explained, add-
ing, "It is unlike anything I
have ever seen before, and 1
didn't know that it only ran
for three minutes. So, I re-
member you would contin-
ue cutting, and I was with
Jon [Bernthal], like, 'Why
does he keep cutting? Why
does he keep doing that?"
The actor said the repeated
interruptions left him wor-

ried that Nolan was dissatis-
fied with the performances.

"And in my head, I was
like, 'Does he not like what
we're doing? What is hap-
pening?' And then, I remem-
ber it was actually [stunt
coordinator] George Cottle
that was like, 'No, no, no,
there's only three minutes
in the mag.' I was like, 'Oh,
thank god.' I thought I was
totally shit-ing the bed in
this scene," he said, as quot-
ed by Variety. World News
Holland plays Telemachus,
the son of Matt Damon's
Odysseus, in 'The Odyssey,’
which is scheduled to re-
lease in theatres on July 17.
The film also features Anne
Hathaway, Robert Pattin-
son, Lupita Nyong'o, Zen-
daya, Charlize Theron, Jon
Bernthal, Elliot Page, Ben-
ny Safdie, Mia Goth and
John Leguizamo. Despite
his anxious start on set,
Holland recently praised
the experience of working
with Nolan in an interview,
calling it the highlight of his
career so far.

Aditya Dhar celebrates Ranveer Singh's
birthday with high praise fﬂl‘ Dhurandhar

Mumbai : On Ranveer
Singh’s birthday today, his
Dhurandhar director Adi-
tya Dhar shared a heartfelt
note dedicated to the actor.
Along with behind-the-
scenes stills from the film,
Dhar offered a glimpse into
Ranveer’s dedication to the
project and praised his per-
formance in the blockbuster
spy-thriller.

He began the note by writ-
ing, “Happy Birthday, Ran-
veer Singh. Some films stay
with you forever. Dhurand-
har will always be one of
those films for me. Not just
because of the story we told
but because I got to witness
something very few direc-
tors ever get to witness.”He
continued, “I’ve always
known you’re an extraordi-
nary actor. But this journey
made me fall in love with
the artist you are and even
more with the human be-
ing behind the artist. There
were days on Dhurandhar
that I knew [ was witness-
ing something incredibly

rare. The 26/11 sequence.
The final tea shop scene.
The Pathankot massacre.
The pump house scene. The
court exterior. Just to name
a few. Take after take, scene
after scene, you never once
looked for the easy choice.
Every emotion landed ex-
actly where it needed to.
Every silence had meaning.
Every glance had intent.
Every beat was pitch per-
fect.”

Dhar added, “The consis-

tency was almost impossible
to comprehend. It genuinely
felt like watching someone
touched by divine grace. As
though Maa Saraswati her-
self had placed her hand on
your head and blessed you
with every ounce of artistic
brilliance she could. As a
director, there are moments
you spend your entire career
hoping to experience. You
gave me those moments
again and again. I truly be-
lieve what you’ve done in

Dhurandhar is one of the
finest performances Indian
cinema has ever seen. It
isn’t just a performance, it
is a force of nature. Fear-
less, towering and so com-
plete that it disappears into
the soul of the character. I
have no doubt people will
talk about this performance
for years, perhaps genera-
tions to come.”He further
stated, “But what I’ll cher-
ish even more is everything
that happened between
“Action” and “Cut.” The
conversations. The shared
conviction. The relentless
pursuit of getting every
single moment right. Some-
where along the way, you
stopped being just my actor.
You became my brother.
Thank you for trusting me
with your heart, your craft
and your madness. Thank
you for giving Dhurandhar
every piece of yourself. I
couldn’t be prouder of what
we’ve created together.
Love you always. Happy
Birthday, brother.”

Kriti Sanon reveals she froze her egys strategically
during ‘Mimi’ weight gain phase

Mumbai : Actor Kriti
Sanon has opened up about
choosing to freeze her eggs,
revealing that she made the
decision while preparing for
her National Award-win-
ning film Mimi. The actor
shared that she underwent
the procedure during a
phase when she had to gain
weight for the role, making
it easier to deal with the
physical changes that come
with egg freezing.

Speaking to Karishma
Mehta on the Humans of
Bombay podcast, Kriti re-
vealed that the decision had
been on her mind for some
time after someone encour-
aged her to consider it. “I
am saying this for the first
time. I froze my eggs. Very
smartly, I did it during that
time when I had to gain
weight for Mimi. It makes
you bloat, and [ was anyway
gaining weight. I spoke to
someone who told me this is

the best thing you can do for
yourself if you can. It’s the
best gift that you can give
yourself. It stayed on my
mind. Then, when I was told
to gain weight, I thought this
was the right time to do it,"
she said. Kriti said freezing
her eggs while preparing for
Mimi made practical sense.
The procedure involves hor-
monal injections, which can
cause temporary bloating.
Since she was already gain-
ing weight for the film, she
felt it was the right time to

go ahead with it.

She said the decision had
been on her mind after
someone advised her that
egg freezing was “the best
gift" she could give herself
if she had the option. When
Mimi required her to put
on weight, she decided to
do it then. Egg freezing, or
oocyte  cryopreservation,
is a medical procedure in
which a woman’s eggs are
collected, frozen and stored
for future use. Many women
choose to freeze their eggs

to preserve fertility and
keep the option of having
biological children later in
life.

Released in 2021 and di-
rected by Laxman Utekar,
Mimi follows the story of
a young aspiring actor who
agrees to become a surro-
gate mother for an Ameri-
can couple in exchange for
money to fulfil her dreams.
However, her life takes an
unexpected turn when the
couple decides not to take
the baby after learning about
a possible medical compli-
cation during the pregnancy.
The film also starred Pankaj
Tripathi, Sai Tamhankar and
Manoj Pahwa and received
praise for its emotional sto-
rytelling and performances.
Kriti’s performance earned
her the National Film Award
for Best Actress at the 69th
National Film  Awards,
making it one of the biggest
milestones of her career.

Hema Malini recalls Dharmendra’s heartfelt wish for
family unity and her Illlllll WIIII sSunny and Bobhy

Mumbai :

mourning.

dra’s children stay united.

Talking to Hindi Rush, Hema Malini
shared, “Dharam ji would always say, be
with the kids as much as possible. Spend
time with the children, with the family. He
always said, be united with the family, that
is very important in today’s times, which
doesn’t really happen now. These days,
kids go their separate ways.” The actress
was then asked what He-Man’s last wish
was. Revealing the same, Hema shared,
“This is exactly what he said, ‘Be with the
family. Be together with all of them. Work
can keep happening, but family should be

999

given utmost importance.

“They are very sweet. Sunny is very
nice. Bobby is very good. We are all al-
ways together. We don’t do any publici-
ty, but internally we are all good. We are
all united. We are a very happy family,”

Veteran actor Dharmendra
passed away in November 2025 at the
age of 89, and his demise left the nation
Following  Dharmendra’s
demise, reports about Hema Malini’s
strained relationship with her stepsons,
Sunny and Bobby, surfaced. Contrary to
all the reports, Hema Malini, in a new in-
terview, spoke about how all of Dharmen-

said Hema while opening up about Dhar-
mendra’s children from his first marriage.
Hema, in the interview, lauded Dharmen-
dra as a great human being. Sharing how
he always had the highest respect for all
his fans, she said, “If someone came to
take a picture with him, he would say,
‘Call them inside,” no matter who it was.
He would meet everyone, feed them all.
He was very fond of people.”Describing
him as a “very loving father” and a “very
loving naanu (grandfather),”
up and said that no words can express
how much the kids are missing him.

she opened

Dharmendra’s illustrious career includes
timeless classics such as Sholay, Chupke
Chupke, Mera Gaon Mera Desh, Dharam
Veer, and Dream Girl, among numerous
other films. In recent years, he won hearts
again with his touching performances in
Rocky Aur Rani Kii Prem Kahaani and
Teri Baaton Mein Aisa Uljha Jiya. His fi-
nal film, Ikkis, directed by Sriram Ragha-
van, was released posthumously earlier
this month. The war drama also starred
Agastya Nanda, Jaideep Ahlawat, the
late actor Asrani, Sikander Kher, Vivaan
Shah, among others.

Mumbai : Huma Qureshi
was recently seen in the
crime thriller ‘Baby Do
Die Do’, which released in
tehatres on July 3. The film
has been receiving good re-
views, and several celebri-
ties such as Anurag Kashy-
ap, Gourav Adarsh and
others have showed their
support to the film. Toxic
director Geetu Mohandas
has now joined the list of
celebs who have hailed
Baby Do Die Do. Mighty

impressed with the film,
she lauded Huma, Saqib
Saleem, and Rachit Singh,
and congratulated the entire
team. Her review left Huma
emotional.

Sharing a photo with
Huma, Geetu Mohandas
wrote, “I just watched Baby
Do Die Do!! and this isn’t
a review ...just what it felt
like to sit there surrounded
by a story built by people I
know... a sister and broth-
er who bet on each other, a

partner who delivered ex-
actly what I always knew
he had in him. I wasn’t
watching strangers succeed.
I was watching people I
care about become exactly
who I always knew they’d
become." Geetu Mohandas
then added that she knows
what Huma is capable of,
having worked with her in
their upcoming film ‘Tox-
ic’ starring Yash. “There is
no surprise in me watching
Huma. I know what she’s

capable of and what she
will set out to do in the fu-
ture. BRAVO my Elizabeth.

This isn’t just Huma’s film.
It was a family’s risk, a
family’s belief in each oth-

er, playing out in front of a
paying audience. Well done
Sagib And Rachit... I've
seen him work with actors
before, and I'll say plain-
ly... talent like his doesn’t
come around often, and this
is just the start of a fantab-
ulous future for you. Con-
gratulations to the entire
film team for your stupen-
dous success," she wrote.
Geetu Mohandas’ words
left Huma emotional. Re-
acting to her post, she

wrote, “I’'m crying read-
ing this thank you Geetu,"
while Rachit Singh com-
mented, “Thank you for
all your love and support.”
Sagib Saleem comment-
ed, “Geetu Thank you for
championing our baby."
Baby Do Die Do marks the
maiden project under Huma
and her brother Saqib Sal-
eem’s production house,
Saleem Siblings. The film
sees Huma stepping into
the role of India’s first on-

screen female hitwoman.
Meanwhile, Huma Qureshi
will next be seen as Eliza-
beth in Geetu Mohandas’
film ‘Toxic’ starring Yash in
the lead role. The cast also
features Nayanthara, Kiara
Advani, Rukmini Vasanth,
and Tara Sutaria in pivotal
roles. Backed by KVN Pro-
ductions and Monster Mind
Creations, Toxic: A Fairy-
tale for Grown-Ups is slated
to hit screens on 26 August,
2026.
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Baruipur rape and murder: Nothing has changed except
the governing party, according to RG Kar physicians

Kolkata, July 07: Doctors
who were in the forefront of
the RG Kar demonstrations
two years ago said Monday
that little has changed since
Bengal’s new government
took office.Many of them
were in Baruipur, engaging
with police and neighbors
following the rape and mur-
der of a 12-year-old girl.
Asfakulla Naiya and Ani-
ket Mahata, the faces of the
demonstrations following the
rape and death of a young
doctor at RG Kar hospital
in 2024, were among those
present in South 24-Parga-
nas. Debashis Halder, anoth-
er protest leader, was not at
Baruipur but said that “eerily
similar allegations against
police and the ruling party”
had returned. Only the ruling
party has changed from Au-
gust 2024 to July 2026.Res-
idents informed the visiting
physicians that police did not
respond to the family’s com-
plaint until Sunday morning.
They approached the police
on Saturday evening. The
doctors said locals identi-
fied some of the accused
after scanning CCTV foot-
age from a nearby building.
Naiya, now a senior resident
ENT doctor at a state-run
hospital in Hooghly, said:

“The family approached
the police in distress but
did not receive help. Neigh-
bours and villagers did what
the police should have done
to track the girl.”He added:
“There must be rule of law.
Even an accused cannot be
lynched. What happened
shows people’s lack of faith
in the police.”’A man was

lynched in Baruipur on Sun-
day by a mob that accused
him of involvement in the
crime. The crowd also pelted
stones at the police after a
lathi-charge, vandalised a
police outpost and blocked
roads and railway tracks.
Protesters accused a local
BJP leader of influencing the
police to release one of the
detained suspects.Halder, a
senior resident anaesthetist at
a state-run hospital in How-
rah, said allegations of politi-
cal interference had also sur-
faced after the RG Kar crime.
“We read reports and heard
from our sources that Barui-
pur police were initially inac-
tive and that the ruling party
interfered,” he said.“The
government has changed.
One factor behind the huge
mandate for the current gov-
ernment was people’s anger
over how the RG Kar case
was handled,” he added.
“The chief minister has said

no one will be spared. I will
also urge him to probe police
inaction.”

Mahata, an anesthesiolo-
gist with a non-commercial
socio-medical organization
in Calcutta, claimed he wit-
nessed the rage. “According
to reports, the family ap-
proached the police around
9 p.m. on Saturday after
searching for the girl since
4.30 p.m. They said that the
first government presence
occurred the next morning,
when central soldiers arrived
at the family’s residence,” he
stated.“Residents said they
reviewed CCTV footage
and watched men take the
girl away. Her corpse was
discovered in a pond after
the crowd apprehended one
of the suspects and battered
him.The youngster left home
on Saturday afternoon to get
groceries but did not return.
Her corpse was found in a
nearby pond on Sunday.

Only one Indianis in the ICC Women'’s
T20 World Gup Team of the Tournament

Wales: Australia’s domi-
nant march to a record-ex-
tending seventh ICC Wom-
en’s T20 World Cup title
was reflected in the ICC’s
Team of the Tournament,
with the champions con-
tributing five players to the
star-studded XI, while En-
gland, South Africa, India,
Pakistan, Ireland, and Sri
Lanka also received rep-
resentation following an
action-packed tournament.
Following Sunday’s sev-
en-wicket victory against
England at Lord’s, dom-
inating victors Australia
field the majority of the
XI, which includes Play-
er of the Tournament Beth
Mooney, Ellyse Perry, Ash
Gardner, captain Sophie
Molineux, and all-rounder
Marizanne Kapp. Danni
Wyatt-Hodge, England’s
opener, finished the event
with the most runs. Wy-
att-Hodge had an impres-
sive campaign with the bat,
scoring 302 runs in seven
games at 60.40 and a strike
rate of 149.50.The England

opener blasted an undefeat-
ed century against Sri Lan-
ka before adding two more
half-centuries to become

the first batter to score
more than 300 runs in a
single Women’s T20 World
Cup. Beth Mooney, an Aus-
tralian  wicketkeeper-bat-
ter, has again delivered
on the big stage, scoring
238 runs at an average of
47.60. Her undefeated 61
in the semi-final triumph
over the West Indies and
a match-winning 64 in the
final victory over England
earned her both the Player

of the Match and Player of
the Tournament accolades,
and she was similarly suc-
cessful with the gloves,
catching five.Nat Sciv-
er-Brunt, England’s cap-
tain, demonstrated that she
can still compete with the
best after missing half of
the tournament due to inju-
ry, scoring 227 runs in just
four games at an incredible
average of 113.50.

Her 75 in the semi-finals
helped England overcome
a 23-3 deficit before scor-
ing an undefeated 58 in the
final.
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Portugal’s worst mistake against Spain was Cristiano
Ronaldo, and the World Cup exit is no surprise

Arlington: Portugal failed to learn
from their mistakes when they faced
the European champions, Spain, in
the FIFA World Cup Round of 16.
Their voyage through the tourna-
ment had already been hampered by
several mishaps, but the overarching
‘Cristiano Ronaldo ecstasy’ repeat-
edly hindered the coaching team
from addressing the fundamentals.
Portugal, relying on adrenaline rath-
er than thorough preparation, were
eventually overpowered and ousted
by a superior Spanish team. Manag-
er Roberto Martinez’s tactical blun-
ders proved deadly this time; unlike
the group stage, the knockout stages
do not allow for second chances.
According to FotMob, when Portu-
gal lost 1-0 against Spain, Ronaldo
emerged as the worst-rated Portu-
guese player on the pitch, tied with
Despite
the talisman’s obvious failure to af-
fect the game, Martinez never con-
templated replacing the former Real
Madrid player. What made the tac-
tical rigidity even more perplexing
was Martinez’s open unwillingness
to summon Goncalo Ramos off the
bench. The decision shocked the
football world, especially because

centre-back Ruben Dias.

before.

management’s

Ramos had scored the dramatic vic-
tory for Portugal in their Round of
32 match against Croatia just days

The statistical reality makes the
stubbornness
even worse. If non-penalty goals
are tallied across the 2022 and 2026
World Cups, Ramos has double the
output of Ronaldo despite playing a
fraction of the time. To be precise,
Ramos has netted 4 non-penalty

look contrast,

while Ronaldo has
managed just 2.In terms of game
time, the PSG forward has logged
a mere 187 minutes for his country
over these two World Cups. In stark
Ronaldo has accumulat-
ed a staggering 732 minutes. Even
if football cannot be measured by
statistics alone, Ronaldo’s overall
impact on this Portuguese side has
been undeniably subdued for some
time. Yet, Martinez continued to per-

tournaments,

focal point of the attack. Martinez
depleted his team’s vitality, dynamic
movement, and high-pressing abili-
ties by isolating the Paris Saint-Ger-
main attacker on the bench. Por-
tugal’s assault was stagnant and
predictable throughout the game,
led by a highly marked 41-year-old
Ronaldo.Ramos sat on the bench
against Spain, while a heartbroken
Ronaldo departed the pitch in tears
after producing yet another dud on

goals for Portugal across the two

sist with him as the undisputed, lone

the greatest stage of them all.

People
Criticize BCCI For
‘Dropping’ Sanju

Samson versus
Zimbahwe Told To
Do ‘Homework’

Harare: Sanju Samson
was left out of the Indian
T20I team announced for
the upcoming Zimbabwe
visit later this month. While
all of the best batsmen in
the upcoming India versus
England T20I series have
been selected, Samson’s ab-
sence from the team list has
sparked discussion. While
the BCCI did not provide
an explanation for Samson’s
exclusion, he was one of six
players currently in England
who did not make the cut.
Prabhsimran Singh, a wick-
etkeeper-batter who had a
great run with the Punjab
Kings in the IPL 2026, re-
placed Samson in the roster.
The right-hander was also a
member of the Indian team
for the 2023 Asian Games
in Hangzhou. Samson was
replaced by teen sensation
Vaibhav  Sooryavanshi in
the playing XI for the sec-
ond T20I against England
in Manchester in the on-
going five-match series. It
made the left-hander the
youngest-ever international
cricketer for India, surpass-
ing the legendary Sachin
Tendulkar.Samson did not
help his cause either, as the
Kerala batter endured three
successive failures -- twice
against Ireland and once in
the opening T20I against
England at Durham, leading
to his ouster.

Gujarat 2008 blasts: High Court upholds death
sentence for 38 prisoners; life term for 11

Gujarat, Jaly 07: The Gujarat High

Court on Tuesday mai ntained
the special court’s 2022 judgment
sentencing 38 prisoners to death and
11 others to life in jail for the 2008
Ahmedabad serial explosions, which
killed 56 people and wounded 246
others.On July 26, 2008, a series of 21
bomb blasts occurred in 20 different
sites in Ahmedabad over the course of
70 minutes. Two days later, live explo-
sives were found in Surat. The city’s
criminal division charged more than
100 people, with 78 going to trial. A di-
vision bench of Justice A.Y. Kogje and
Justice S.J. Dave heard appeals against
the 7,015-page special court verdict

and the state government’s request
for confirmation of the 38 prisoners’
death sentences. The trial was held by
combining 35 cases, including 20 first
information reports (FIRs) lodged in
Ahmedabad related to the bombings
and 15 in Surat where the explosives
failed to explode. The offenders were
found guilty under the Indian Penal
Code, the Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act, the Explosive Substanc-
es Act, and the Act to Prevent Damage
to Public Property.The prosecution
called 1,163 witnesses throughout the
trial, which was heard by nine judges
over several years. The identity of 26
important witnesses were kept hidden

for security concerns. The compen-
sation is substantially higher than the
amounts awarded by the special court
in 2022, which had fixed it at 1 lakh
for each death, 350,000 for grievous
injuries and 25,000 for simple inju-
ries.On February 8, 2022, a special
court convicted 49 accused and acquit-
ted 28 others. Those acquitted includ-
ed Mubin Shaikh and Mansur Pirbhoy,
who had been accused of conspiring
in the attacks and sending emails
claiming the attacks were carried out
in revenge for the 2002 post-Godhra
violence in Gujarat.One accused was
granted pardon after turning approv-
er, while four other approvers who
later retracted their statements were
convicted.The 49 convicts, including
former Students Islamic Movement of
India (SIMI) chief Safdar Nagori and
his associates from 11 states, includ-
ing Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Kerala
and Uttar Pradesh, were held guilty
for their role in the conspiracy behind
the blasts. The prosecution alleged
that the accused regrouped under the
banner of the Indian Mujahideen.The
blasts marked the first terror attack in
India in which hospitals were target-
ed. The special court’s 2022 order also
marked the first time an Indian court
awarded the death penalty to as many
as 38 convicts in a single case.

Belgium striker Romelu Lukaku’s ‘Donald Trump
Ilance after the us Worltl cun exlt hecame wral

Two were
washed away,
and one
drowned in
Bhiwandi

Mumbai, Jaly 07: A
10-year-old child was washed
away by the overflowing
Kamvari river in Bhiwandi on

Newlywed who died in Delhi’s Lodhi Road suppressed
harassment for weeks and ‘hoped job would cease taunting’

Kolkata, July 07: New facts have sur-
faced in the suspected dowry killing of a
28-year-old newlywed in Delhi’s Lodhi
Colony, with her younger brother alleg-
ing she had started work in the hopes that
earning an income would finally cease
the taunting and abuse she endured at her
wedded house. Her spouse was detained
on Monday in connection with the inci-
dent. The victim’s brother also said that
she disguised most of the abuse she suf-
fered following her marriage, expecting
that things would better over time, ac-
cording to PTI news agency.According to
him, she was determined to keep working
so that she could gradually purchase the
home things she was reportedly ridiculed
about, without putting a financial strain
on her family, who had struggled since
their father’s death in 2019.She married
on April 24 after a two-year romance and
returned to work as a sales professional
at a private firm in Chhatarpur on July
1 after taking a leave of absence for her
wedding, he added. Four days later, she
died after allegedly falling from the third
floor of a building in Delhi’s Lodhi Col-
ony. The brother said that their father’s
prolonged cancer treatment had left the
family in debt before his death, and his

sister had taken on significant financial
responsibilities thereafter, according to
PTL“After our father passed away, she
did everything she could for the family.
Her dream was to see me become finan-
cially independent,” he was quoted as
saying, adding that this was one of the
reasons she was determined to contin-
ue working after marriage.According to
the family, it had been agreed before the
wedding that she would continue her job.
However, after the marriage, her hus-
band’s family allegedly denied that any
such understanding existed. The brother
alleged that she was repeatedly taunt-
ed for not bringing sufficient household
items from her parental home, including
furniture and appliances, and claimed that
indirect demands for %10 lakh to 320 lakh
were made. Rather than asking her fam-
ily for financial help, she believed that
earning and purchasing the items herself
would eventually end the harassment,
he said. The family initially believed the
couple was experiencing routine marital
disagreements. According to the broth-
er, they intervened after she informed
them of an alleged incident of physical
assault, hoping reconciliation would im-
prove the situation.It was only on July

3, a day before her death, that she dis-
closed the extent of the alleged physical
abuse, threats and repeated harassment
she had faced over the preceding weeks,
he claimed. ”She became quieter after
marriage. We thought she was simply ad-
justing to a new environment. Whenever
we asked, she would say everything was
fine,” the brother said, adding that some
of her childhood friends had also noticed
a change in her behaviour.He further al-
leged that her husband closely monitored
her mobile phone, frequently questioned
her over changes to its settings and ac-
cused her of infidelity, leading to repeated
arguments and physical abuse.The broth-
er also claimed he had long been uneasy
about his brother-in-law’s behaviour,
alleging that he often took offence over
trivial matters and complained about mi-
nor interactions.

According to the family, the alleged
controlling behaviour also extended to
her communication with her mother and
brother. The brother further alleged that
after she informed her family about the
abuse, her husband threatened to have
him assaulted and dismissed from his job
if she continued discussing their marital
issues with them.

Seattle: With much- talk-
ed-about striker Folarin Ba-
logun in the starting lineup,
the United States of Amer-
ica were thrashed 4-1 by
Belgium in the FIFA World
Cup 2026 Round of 16, as
Donald Trump’s ‘FIFA in-
fluence’ proved ineffective.
The primary discussion
point leading up to the USA
versus Belgium match was
FIFA’s decision to overturn
Balogun’s one-game penal-
ty for receiving a red card
in the previous encounter.
FIFA’s reversal occurred
only after Trump contacted
the sport’s governing body
leader, Gianni Infantino, to
request his participation in a
possible review of the deci-
sion. In fact, Belgian striker
Romelu Lukaku appeared
to mock Donald Trump by
performing his characteris-

tic dance While FIFA lift-
ed Balogun’s punishment,
delaying it for a year and
allowed him to participate
against Belgium, the out-
come was nonetheless em-
barrassing for the squad.
Balogun was ineffectual
throughout the encounter as
Belgium flexed its strength.
When the USA’s elimina-
tion from the competition
was announced, support-
ers filled social media with
Donald Trump jokes. The
highlight, though, was Lu-
kaku’s dancing. To rub salt
on the US team’s wounds,
Belgium midfielder Yuri
Tielemans said after the
game that his team was
pumped up because of the
Folarin Balogun red card
controversy.“Let’s be hon-
est: we held a meeting when
we heard the news,” Tiele-

mans said of the Balogun
controversy. “We told our-
selves we needed to do our
talking on the pitch. That’s
what we did today. I’'m very
proud of the team.”Balogun
was named in the United
States line-up on Monday
after FIFA suspended his
one-match ban for a send-
ing off in the last 32, but
he made little impact in
the match.The shock FIFA
decision came after an in-
tervention by US President
Donald Trump in a deci-
sion which drew condem-
nation across the football
world.“We played with real
grit,” Tielemans said. “We
wanted to get off to a good
start -- something we’d
been missing earlier in the
tournament. We knew that if
we put them under pressure,
they’d make mistakes.”

Sunday. The victim, Aatif, had
gone to dispose of domestic
rubbish along the river when
he reportedly tripped and was
swept away by the strong cur-
rent, according to officials.
Later in the day, a 17-year-
old kid, Mohammad, was
washed away while gathering
crabs along the Kamvari river,
which is a popular sport in the
area during the monsoon sea-
son when the river swells. On
Monday afternoon, a 13-year-
old kid drowned in Bhiwan-
di’s nalla while playing with
his pals in Deu Nagar. Ac-
cording to the Bhiwandi Fire
Brigade, the youngster is Mo-
hammad Abujar. He was sup-
posedly playing near a nalla
when he lost his balance and
fell into the overflowing nal-
la, was whisked away by the
current. His corpse was not
recovered.
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New Delhi: Justice Swarana Kanta
Sharma also ordered the federation to
communicate its decision on the notice
dated May 9 to both Phogat and the
court within the stipulated period. The
court recorded the WFI’s assurance that
the wrestler would be granted a person-
al hearing before any final decision
was taken. The court disposed of the
petition after the WFI submitted that
Phogat’s grievance regarding participa-
tion in the selection trials for the Asian
Games had become infructuous as she
had already been allowed to compete
pursuant to earlier judicial directions.
Phogat’s senior counsel argued that
the case also raised broader concerns
over the legality of the WFI’s selection
policy. However, the court observed
that since the issue relating to the trials
had become redundant, those questions
would have to be raised through a fresh
writ petition. It clarified that the present
proceedings could be concluded, leav-
ing Phogat free to initiate separate legal
proceedings on the policy. The court
was also informed that Phogat had re-
ceived another show-cause notice over
her conduct during the selection trials.

On May 9, the WFI had issued a show-
cause notice to Phogat and declared
her ineligible to compete in domestic
events until June 26. The federation re-
lied on the mandatory six-month notice
requirement applicable to athletes re-
turning from retirement under anti-dop-
ing regulations.In her plea, Phogat
challenged the WET’s selection policy
and the circular restricting eligibility
for the Asian Games selection trials
to medal winners of specified tourna-
ments. She contended that the quali-
fication period fixed by the federation
substantially overlapped with the sab-
batical she had taken due to pregnancy
and post-partum recovery. According
to her, the eligibility criteria effectively
shut her out of consideration through an
inflexible mechanism that was arbitrary

and discriminatory. Justice Swarana
Kanta Sharma closed the proceedings
on Phogat’s petition, which challenged
the show-cause notice as well as the
WET’s selection policy and circular,
after the federation’s counsel submitted
that her grievance relating to participa-
tion in the Asian Games selections tri-
als was now infructuous. “Within two
weeks, decide the show-cause notice
dated May 9 under intimation to the
petitioner and the court,” the judge or-
dered while disposing of the petition.
The WFI counsel said Phogat would be
given a personal hearing before a de-
cision is taken on the notice. Even as
Phogat’s senior counsel asserted that
the petition raised “larger issues” with
respect to the selection policy, the court
said the athlete would have to file a
fresh petition. This can be disposed of
and then you can file a fresh writ peti-
tion,” the court said. The court was in-
formed that pursuant to judicial orders,
Phogat was permitted to participate in
the Asian Games trials. The petitioner’s
senior counsel informed that she has
received a fresh show-cause notice for
her conduct at the trials.
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Red-card controversy overshadows Belgium's
commandlng 4-1 victory over US in World Gup

Seattle: The United States’
hopes for a deep World Cup
run at home ended when
Charles De Ketelaere scored
twice and assisted on another
goal, helping Belgium expose
the Americans’ defensive lia-
bilities in a 4-1 win Monday
night that earned a quarterfi-
nal berth. While the US was
boosted by the presence of
star forward Folarin Balogun,
whose one-game red-card
suspension was controversial-
ly lifted by FIFA, American
defenders were at fault in a
pair of first-half goals and
a gaffe by goalkeeper Matt
Freese gave the Red Devils a
third early in the second half.
Second-half substitute Rome-
lu Lukaku added Belgium’s fi-
nal goal in the third minute of
stoppage time. The Red Dev-
ils advanced to meet Spain
at Inglewood, California, on
Friday. Malik Tillman tied the
score 1-1 midway through the
first half with his second free
kick goal of the tournament,

but the Americans conceded
just 61 seconds after the en-
suing kickoff. US coach Mau-
ricio Pochettino showed his
frustration by kicking a rack
in front of the bench, send-
ing four water bottles flying.
Belgium secured a place in
the quarterfinals of the FIFA
World Cup 2026 with a com-
manding 4-1 victory over the
United States at Seattle Stadi-
um, powered by a brace from
Charles De Ketelaere and a

late goal from Romelu Luka-
ku. According to FIFA, Luka-
ku scored in his third consec-
utive FIFA World Cup match
for the first time in his ca-
reer, while De Ketelaere was
named Player of the Match af-
ter his two-goal performance.
De Ketelaere struck twice,
Hans Vanaken netted his
maiden World Cup goal, and
Lukaku came off the bench
to add a stoppage-time fourth
as Belgium set up a quar-

ter-final clash against Spain.
The defeat also confirmed
the exit of the USA, making
them the last of the three co-
host nations to be eliminated
after Canada and Mexico
bowed out in the Round of 16.
Belgium looked threatening
from the outset, with Timo-
thy Castagne forcing USA
goalkeeper Matt Freese into
an early save before Youri
Tielemans narrowly missed
converting Dodi Lukebakio’s
cross. The breakthrough came
after Leandro Trossard’s dan-
gerous delivery into the pen-
alty area created confusion
in the USA defence. Nicolas
Raskin squared the ball across
goal, allowing De Ketelaere
to finish from close range.
The breakthrough came after
Leandro Trossard’s danger-
ous delivery into the penalty
area created confusion in the
USA defence. Nicolas Raskin
squared the ball across goal,
allowing De Ketelaere to fin-
ish from close range.

Watch: Yamal comforts tearful Ronaldo after Spain
eliminate Pnrtugal II'IIIII World Cup knockout clash

New Delhi: Cristiano Ron-
aldo’s quest to win the FIFA
World Cup ended in heart-
break on Monday as Portugal
were knocked out by Spain
in the Round of 16, but it
was an emotional exchange
after the final whistle that
drew widespread attention.
With Ronaldo in tears fol-
lowing Portugal’s 1-0 defeat
in Dallas, Spain teenager
Lamine Yamal walked over
to embrace the veteran for-
ward in a touching show of
respect. The moment came

World Cup match. Ronaldo
started and played the full
90 minutes but struggled to
influence the contest as Spain
kept Portugal at bay. His best
effort was comfortably saved
by goalkeeper Unai Simon
before Merino struck in add-
ed time to settle the contest.
The defeat ended Ronaldo’s
hopes of adding the World
Cup to a trophy cabinet that
already includes the 2016
European Championship and
UEFA Nations League titles
in 2019 and 2025. Speaking

after Mikel Merino’s stop-
page-time winner sent Spain
into the quarter-finals and
ended Portugal’s campaign.
As Spain’s players celebrated
their dramatic victory, Yamal
briefly stepped away from
the jubilant scenes to console

Ronaldo, who was left devas-
tated after what he later con-
firmed was his final World
Cup appearance. The images
of the Barcelona teenager
embracing the 41-year-old Al
Nassr star quickly went viral
on social media. The match

had been billed as a clash
between two generations. Ya-
mal, one of football’s bright-
est young talents, shared
the pitch with Ronaldo, the
game’s all-time leading goal-
scorer, in what proved to be
the Portuguese captain’s final

after the match, Ronaldo ad-
mitted the defeat was difficult
to accept but said he would
not rush into a decision over
his international future. “I’'m
sad to be leaving the World
Cup like this,” Ronaldo told
reporters.

Coholli heats De Minaur, will watch Portugal-Spain
clash with Iather hefore quarterfinal snnwdown

New Delhi: Flavio Cobolli
joked that his immediate fo-
cus was not on his Wimble-
don quarter-final opponent
but on watching Portugal take
on Spain with his father after
booking his place in the last
eight on Monday. The Italian
ninth seed defeated Australia’s
Alex de Minaur 7-5, 7-6(4),
6-3 in a composed display
on Court One to reach a sec-
ond successive Wimbledon
quarter-final. The victory con-
tinued the best Grand Slam
season of Cobolli’s career,
coming just weeks after his
runner-up finish at the French
Open and reinforcing his rise
among the ATP Tour’s elite.
“I've been feeling tired on
the tour, so I'm very happy
to reach the quarter-finals in
three sets, because it’s import-

ant to stay with energy for the
next round,” Cobolli said after
the match. “This year has been
so hot, we saw in the crowd
people struggling. Thanks
for coming today. Thanks for
staying. [ appreciate it a lot.
I'm so happy and proud of
myself.” Asked whether he
would watch the winner of the

fourth-round clash between
Arthur Fery and Grigor Dim-
itrov, Cobolli had a different
plan in mind. “T won’t watch
it for sure. Like you every day,
ice cream, and my dad will
cook pasta with tomato and
onion,” he said with a smile.
“T don’t know, maybe we’ll
hit here. There’s a workout. I

want to watch Spain and Por-
tugal.” Cobolli’s victory was
built on composure in difficult
conditions as soaring tem-
peratures led to multiple stop-
pages in play after spectators
required medical attention.
The 24-year-old also shared
a two players despite the high
stakes.

New Delhi,: For the first
time in more than two de-
cades, football will be prepar-
ing for a World Cup without
Cristiano Ronaldo. That is
going to take some getting
used to. An entire genera-
tion has grown up with Ron-
aldo turning up every four
years, carrying the hopes of
Portugal and, more often
than not, carrying the con-
versation too. It never really
mattered whether Portugal
arrived as favourites or out-
siders, whether Ronaldo was
the quickest player on the
pitch or, as was the case in
the United States, the oldest
outfield player left standing.
Long before Portugal kicked
a ball in America, Ronaldo’s
last, the debate had already
begun. Should a 41-year-old
Cristiano Ronaldo still be
leading the line? Had Portu-
gal held on to their greatest
player for one tournament too
many? They were fair foot-
balling questions because, for
perhaps the first time in Ron-

aldo’s international career,
Portugal arrived with a squad
that looked capable of carry-
ing itself. Bruno Fernandes,
Bernardo  Silva, Vitinha,
Rafael Leao, Nuno Mendes,
Diogo Costa and Goncalo
Ramos represented the pres-
ent and, more importantly,

the future. If there was ever
a World Cup where Portugal
could finally move beyond
Cristiano Ronaldo, surely
this was it.

The thing with Cristiano
Ronaldo, though, is that foot-
ball has spent more than ten
years trying to decide when

he should ﬁnally finish. Foot-
ball has been wrong far more
often than it has been right.
They questioned him when
he crossed 30, then 35, when
he left Real Madrid, when
he moved to Saudi Arabia
and almost every season af-
ter that. More often than not,

Ronaldo answered in the only
language he has ever really
known—goals, records and
an almost stubborn refusal
to let someone else write the
ending for him. Maybe that
was why, even at 41, millions
still watched Portugal believ-
ing there could be one more
magical World Cup night left
in him. Others tuned in just as
eagerly, convinced that time
had finally caught up.

Everyone watched any-
way. Spain’s stoppage-time
winner in Dallas eventually
brought Portugal’s campaign
to an end and, in all likeli-
hood, closed the curtain on
Ronaldo’s World Cup jour-
ney. As Mikel Merino’s goal
settled the contest and the
tears arrived after the final
whistle, the conversation
immediately drifted towards
the one trophy that had al-
ways escaped him. It almost
felt unfair. More than twenty
years in a Portugal shirt had
somehow been reduced to
one missing medal.

Belgium crush USA 4-1, ending Balogun
drama and World l:un llream IIEBISWEW

Seattle: The United States
got its wish. Folarin Balo-
gun was back, restored to
the squad after a suspen-
sion saga dramatic enough
to drag in an intervention
from U.S. President Donald
Trump. Belgium’s response?
A shrug, a smirk, and a 4-1
mauling. Rudi Garcia’s side
turned the entire Balogun
circus into a footnote in Se-
attle on Tuesday, outplaying
the co-hosts with a sharp,
controlled display from
start to finish. The United
States” home World Cup run
comes to an end. Belgium’s
continues, and now they’ve
got European champions
Spain waiting in the quar-
ter-finals. For days, every
camera, headline and radio
phone-in had been fixed
on one question: was the
decision to ban the suspen-
sion of Balogun right? The
moment the whistle blew,
Belgium made sure nobody
cared about that. Aggressive
without the ball, silky with
it, and clinical when it mat-
tered, the Red Devils deliv-

ered arguably their best 90
minutes of the tournament,
and did it with half their star
power starting on the bench.
he first shock arrived be-
fore a ball was even kicked.
Kevin De Bruyne. Rome-
lu Lukaku. Jeremy Doku.
All benched. In a knockout
game. Eyebrows shot up the
second the team sheets land-
ed. This was either inspired
or insane, and there was no
in-between.

By full time, it read like
genius as Belgium came
flying out of the traps and
simply never let the hosts
breathe. Timothy Castagne
forced a fingertip save out
of Matt Freese, and Dodi

Lukebakio was already
skinning defenders down
the right, squaring for Youri
Tielemans, who somehow
managed to miss an open
net. Consider it a warning
shot, but the USA didn’t
duck. Moments later, a
scrambled American clear-
ance fell straight to Nicolas
Raskin, who squared for
Charles De Ketelaere to
walk the ball into an empty
net. Seattle, seconds earlier
bouncing, went silent. The
hosts hit back, briefly. Ma-
lik Tillman’s free kick took
a wicked nick off Hans Va-
naken, wrong-footed Thi-
baut Courtois, and levelled
things in the 31st minute.

Roger Federer steals Wimbledon spotlight from empty Royal Box with quiet presence

London: Roger Federer has
been retired for nearly four
years, but Wimbledon still
seems to revolve around him.
On Monday, the eight-time
champion once again found
himself at the centre of atten-
tion, not because of a breathtak-
ing backhand or another Centre
Court masterclass, but simply
because he refused to leave
when almost everyone else
did. As Alexander Zverev and
Jiri Lehecka walked onto Cen-
tre Court for their Round of 16
clash, television cameras cut to
an unusual sight inside Wimble-
don’s famous Royal Box. Usual-

ly packed with royalty, celebri-
ties and distinguished guests, it
was almost empty.tting quietly
in the front row was Federer.
While many of the day’s invited
guests had stepped away follow-
ing Arthur Fery’s marathon vic-
tory over Grigor Dimitrov, the
Swiss legend remained glued
to the action, watching the next
match begin as though he still
had unfinished business on the
most famous court in tennis.
The image quickly spread
across social media and became
one of the unexpected talking
points of the day. It wasn’t just
because the Royal Box had

emptied. It was because Federer,
years after retiring, still looked
like the one person who simply
could not get enough of Wimble-
don. Earlier in the day, Federer
had received another hero’s wel-
come as he returned to Centre
Court, the venue where he built
one of the greatest legacies the
sport has ever seen. His record
eight Wimbledon singles titles
remain unmatched in the men’s
game, and every appearance at
the All England Club still feels
like a homecoming. He watched
Britain’s Arthur Fery pull off the
biggest victory of his career by
defeating Grigor Dimitrov in

an epic five-set contest before
staying back for Jasmine Paoli-

ni’s victory and then Alexander
Zverev’s evening battle against

Jiri Lehecka. Even the players
couldn’t hide their excitement at
seeing Federer courtside. After
his stunning upset, Fery pointed
towards the Royal Box during
his on-court interview and
smiled. “We’ve got probably
the greatest of all time watch-
ing over there,” he said. “Play-
ing here in front of all you guys
and winning with that support is
unbelievable.” Eventually, other
members of the Royal Box fil-
tered back in as the evening ses-
sion progressed, while Federer
himself briefly stepped away
after the opening set before re-
turning early in the second. By

then, however, the internet had
already fallen in love with the
image. Zverev’s fourth-round
clash against Lehecka was sus-
pended at 10:56 p.m. local time
after Wimbledon’s strict 11:00
p-m. curfew came into effect.
The German was leading by two
sets, 6-4, 7-5, with the third set
delicately poised

at 3-3 when play was halted.
The pair will return to Centre
Court to complete the match.
early four years after retiring,
Roger Federer remains a central
figure at Wimbledon, symbol-
izing enduring passion for the
tournament.
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