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Fourth Edition 0f Meghalaya Pineapple
Festival Kicks Off In Delhi On July 10

Shillong, July 10: The
national capital will host
the fourth edition of the
Meghalaya Pineapple
Festival from July 10 to
12 at Dilli Haat, bringing
the state’s celebrated fruit
to the forefront of India’s
horticultural ~ showcase.
Organized by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare, Gov-
ernment of Meghalaya, the
three-day event is designed
to connect farmers directly
with consumers, retailers,
institutional buyers, food
businesses, and exporters,
while highlighting the pre-
mium quality of Megha-
laya’s pineapples. Union
Minister for Development
of North Eastern Region
(DoNER) and Communi-
cations Jyotiraditya Scin-
dia will inaugurate the
festival on July 10, with
Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad K. Sangma attend-

ing as guest of honour. Of-
ficials emphasized that the
festival is a tribute to thou-
sands of pineapple farmers
whose resilience and en-

trepreneurial spirit have
positioned Meghalaya as
one of the country’s lead-
ing producers of high-val-
ue horticultural crops.

Known for their excep-
tional sweetness and low
acidity, Meghalaya’s pine-
apples boast a Brix value
between 16 and 18 de-

grees, making them highly
sought after in domestic
and international markets.
Recent exports to Lulu
Hypermarkets in Dubai,

facilitated by local groups
such as the Jirang Organ-
ic Agro Farmers Producer
Organization, underscore
the fruit’s growing global
demand.

Since its inception, the
festival has evolved into
a flagship platform for
promoting value addi-
tion, branding, logistics,
retail partnerships, and
exports, ensuring that
greater returns reach the
farmers. It also forms
part of the state’s broader
Vision@2032 strategy to
expand agricultural op-
portunities. The initia-
tive is supported by the
Rs 295-crore Meghalaya
State Organic Mission,
which aims to bring one
lakh hectares under certi-
fied organic cultivation by
2028, benefiting more than
90,000 farmers and over
600 cooperatives and pro-
ducer groups.History

Three Militant Cadres
Arrested In Manipur

Imphal, July 10: Security
forces in Manipur achieved
a significant breakthrough in
counter-insurgency operations
with the arrest of three militant
cadres during a coordinated
action earlier this week. The
arrests mark a crucial step in
the ongoing efforts to restore
peace and stability in the state,
which has witnessed recurring
incidents of violence in recent
months. According to official
sources, the operation was
carried out following credible
intelligence inputs regarding
the movement of suspected
insurgents in the region. Act-
ing swiftly, security personnel
launched a targeted search
and successfully apprehend-
ed the individuals without
any collateral damage. Arms,
ammunition, and incriminat-
ing documents were report-
edly recovered from their
possession, underscoring the
seriousness of their activities.
Authorities have identified the
arrested cadres as members
of a banned outfit operating
along sensitive border areas.
Preliminary interrogation

suggests their involvement in
planning disruptive activities
aimed at destabilizing local
communities and undermin-
ing security measures. The
arrests are expected to provide
valuable leads for further in-
vestigations into the group’s
network and operational strat-
egies. Officials emphasized
that the action reflects the
government’s commitment to
strengthening law and order
and ensuring the safety of citi-
zens. The Director General of
Police commended the secu-
rity forces for their precision
and professionalism, noting
that such operations are vital
to dismantling militant in-
frastructure and curbing the
flow of illegal arms. The state
administration reiterated its
appeal to the public to remain
vigilant and cooperate with
law enforcement agencies by
sharing timely information.
It assured that measures are
being intensified to prevent
recurrence of violence and to
promote an environment con-
ducive to peace, dialogue, and
development.

Itanagar, July 10: Home
Minister Mama Natung
on Friday held a courtesy
meeting with Lama Jigme
Phuntsok, Chairman of the
Itanagar Gompa Authority,
and Lobsang Palden, Sec-
retary In-charge. During the
interaction, the delegation
apprised the Home Minister
of the progress & vision for
the upcoming Gompa in Ita-
nagar, briefed on the broad-
er objectives of the project,
emphasizing its focus on
spiritual learning, cultural
preservation and commu-
nity welfare activities and
shared details regarding

the ongoing efforts and
support being extended by
the Gaden Namgyal Lhatse
Welfare & Charitable So-
ciety, Tawang Monastery,

for the establishment of the
Gompa.

Expressing delight over
the initiative, Natung said
he was happy to learn that

a one-of-its-kind Gompa is
coming up in the state capi-
tal. “Once completed, it will
serve as a vibrant venue for
Losar celebrations while
promoting spiritual, cul-
tural, and holistic tourism
in Arunachal Pradesh,” he
stated.

The Minister noted that
the Gompa will not only
provide a dedicated space
for the Buddhist communi-
ty to observe religious tra-
ditions, but will also emerge
as a significant cultural and
tourist landmark for Itana-
gar. The Itanagar Gompa
Authority functions un-

der the aegis of the Gaden
Namgyal Lhatse Welfare &
Charitable Society, Tawang
Monastery. The project is
envisioned as a one-of-its-
kind institution in Itanagar,
blending religious signifi-
cance with cultural vibran-
cy. Once completed, it is
expected to become a hub
for spiritual discourse, cul-
tural exchange, and social
welfare activities, strength-
ening the bonds between
communities and enhancing
Arunachal Pradesh’s rep-
utation as a destination for
cultural and spiritual tour-
ism.

Two Mizoram Stars Join India Women’s
Hockey Squad 2026

Aizawl, July 10: Mizoram
Sports  Minister ~Lalnghin-
glova Hmar on Friday con-
gratulated Lalremsiami and
Lalthantluangi on their selec-
tion to the Indian women’s
hockey team for the Asian
Games 2026, scheduled to be
held in Nagoya, Japan, from
September 19 to October 4. In
a statement, Hmar said he was
delighted and proud that the
two players from Mizoram
would represent India at the
continental sporting event.

He also conveyed his best
wishes to  Lalremsiami,
Lalthantluangi, and the entire
Indian women’s hockey team
for a successful campaign

at the Asian Games. In his
statement, Hmar emphasized
that their selection is not only
a personal achievement but

also a moment of honor for
Mizoram, underscoring the
state’s growing contribution
to national sports.

Itanagar, Jul 10:
Arunachal Pradesh’s ris-
ing tackwondo talent, Rupa
Bayor, has brought pride to
the state and the nation by
winning the national gold
medal in the Poomsae cat-
egory. Her stellar perfor-
mance not only earned her
the top podium finish but
also secured her a coveted
spot at the upcoming World
Taekwondo Poomsae
Championship. Competing
against some of the coun-
try’s finest athletes, Bayor
displayed exceptional skill,
discipline, and determina-
tion, marking a significant
milestone in her sporting
journey. Officials from the
Taekwondo Federation of
India hailed her achieve-
ment as a testament to the
growing strength of mar-
tial arts in the Northeast,
while local sports author-
ities expressed confidence
that Bayor’s success will

inspire more youth to take
up the sport. With her eyes
now set on the global stage,
Rupa Bayor is poised to
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represent India with dis-
tinction and continue her
pursuit of excellence in
tackwondo. Officials from

the Tackwondo Federation
of India praised her accom-
plishment as a testament
to the growing strength of
martial arts in the North-
east, while local sports
authorities expressed confi-
dence that Bayor’s success
will inspire more youth
to take up tackwondo and
other combat sports. Her
achievement also under-
scores the importance of
grassroots sports develop-
ment in the region, where
young talents are increas-
ingly making their mark at
national and international
levels. Beyond the medal,
Bayor’s triumph carries
symbolic weight—it high-
lights the emergence of
Northeast India as a pow-
erhouse of sporting excel-
lence and reinforces the
message that perseverance
and hard work can over-
come barriers of geography
and limited resources.

Guwabhati, July 10: The
proposed AIIMS  Satellite
Centre will significantly en-
hance medical infrastructure
in the Barak Valley, providing
advanced healthcare facilities
and specialized services to
residents. This initiative un-
derscores the government’s
commitment to equitable
healthcare access across As-
sam. The Government of As-
sam has announced a series
of landmark initiatives in the
2026 State Budget, with a
strong focus on healthcare,
governance, and regional
development. Key projects
include the establishment of
an AIIMS Satellite Centre,
expansion of the State Sec-
retariat, and the creation of a
modern zoo in the Barak Val-
ley. The Secretariat expansion
project aims to strengthen
administrative efficiency and
improve governance delivery.
By decentralizing operations,
the government seeks to en-
sure faster decision-making
and better coordination for

regional development.
planned zoo in the Barak Val-
ley will serve as both a con-
servation hub and a cultural
landmark. It is expected to
promote eco-tourism, create
local employment opportu-
nities, and raise awareness
about wildlife preservation.
“The Assam Budget 2026 re-
flects our vision of inclusive
growth and balanced regional
development. These projects

The

w1ll not only strengthen in-
frastructure but also uplift the
socio-economic  landscape
of the Barak Valley,” said,
Government of Assam. The
government has emphasized
that detailed project reports
and timelines will be shared
in the coming months. Stake-
holder consultations and en-
vironmental clearances will
be prioritized to ensure sus-
tainable execution of these

initiatives. The planned zoo in
the Barak Valley will serve as
both a conservation hub and
a cultural landmark. It is en-
visioned to promote eco-tour-
ism, generate local employ-
ment opportunities, and raise
awareness about  wildlife
preservation. The project will
also contribute to the region’s
socio-economic growth by at-
tracting visitors and fostering
community engagement.

Nagaland holds district review meets for Gensus 2027 accuracy

Kohima, July 10: Nagaland
has initiated district-level review
meetings to ensure the accuracy
and completeness of the upcoming
Census 2027 house listing opera-
tions. Convened under the guid-
ance of the state administration,
these meetings bring together dis-
trict officials, census supervisors,
and local representatives to assess
preparedness, streamline coordina-
tion, and address challenges in the

enumeration process. Officials em-
phasized that the review sessions
are crucial for maintaining trans-
parency and accountability, ensur-
ing that every household is proper-
ly listed and no community is left
out. The meetings also focused on
training enumerators, strengthen-
ing monitoring mechanisms, and
enhancing public awareness about
the importance of accurate census
data. By prioritizing development

planning, resource allocation, and
inclusive governance, the Naga-
land government reaffirmed its
commitment to conducting a reli-
able census exercise. Authorities
assured that the outcomes of these
review meetings will directly con-
tribute to building a robust frame-
work for Census 2027, laying the
foundation for evidence-based pol-
icymaking and equitable growth
across the state. The review meet-

ings also addressed the need for
public awareness campaigns, en-
couraging citizens to actively par-
ticipate and cooperate with census
officials. Authorities stressed that
accurate house listing is critical
not only for demographic records
but also for development planning,
resource allocation, and policy for-
mulation. By ensuring that every
household is properly document-
ed, the government aims to create

schemes.

a reliable database that will guide
future initiatives in healthcare, ed-
ucation, infrastructure, and welfare
Officials reiterated that
the Census is more than a statisti-
cal exercise—it is a people-centric
governance tool. The Nagaland ad-
ministration underscored its com-
mitment to inclusivity, assuring that
marginalized communities, remote
villages, and urban settlements will
all be covered comprehensively.

Mechanisms for monitoring prog-
ress, verifying data, and addressing
grievances were also discussed, re-
inforcing the government’s dedica-
tion to accountability and transpar-
ency. The meetings concluded with
directives to district authorities to
intensify preparations and maintain
close coordination with the state
headquarters. The government em-
phasized that the success of Census
2027 depends on collective effort,

urging officials, community lead-
ers, and citizens to work together
in building a robust framework for
enumeration. By initiating these
review meetings well in advance,
Nagaland has demonstrated its
proactive approach to governance.
The state’s commitment to accura-
cy and inclusivity in Census 2027
reflects its broader vision of equi-
table growth and evidence-based
policymaking.
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ARO Narangi Motivates 182 NCC Cadets on
Career Opportunities in the Indian Army

Imphal, July 10: Army Recruiting Office (ARO) Naran-
gi, under Zone Recruiting Office (ZRO) Shillong, conducted
a motivational outreach programme on “Career Options in
the Indian Army” for NCC cadets of Guwahati Group NCC
and Imphal Group NCC at Brahmaputra Hall, Narangi Can-
tonment.A total of 182 NCC cadets attended the programme,
which aimed to create awareness about the diverse career op-
portunities available in the Indian Army and inspire young as-
pirants to serve the Nation.During the session, representatives
from ARO Narangi provided detailed information on various
entry schemes, including Agniveer (Women Military Police),
National Defence Academy (NDA), Officer Entries, and NCC
Special Entry. The cadets were also briefed on eligibility crite-
ria, selection procedures, career progression, and the numerous

benefits of a military career. Special emphasis was laid on the
advantages of NCC training and the opportunities available to
NCC cadets for joining the Indian Army. The interactive session
enabled participants to engage directly with Army recruitment
representatives, helping clarify doubts regarding the recruit-
ment process and offering valuable insights into life in uniform.
To further enhance awareness, informative posters and pam-
phlets were distributed among the cadets. The outreach pro-
gramme witnessed enthusiastic participation and was well
received by the attendees, reflecting the Indian Army’s con-
tinued commitment to guiding and motivating the youth to-
wards a career of honour, discipline, and selfless service.
The programme was conducted by the Recruiting Medical Offi-
cer (RMO) and staff of Army Recruiting Office, Narangi.

Soon Resume
Border Talks,
Says Himanta
Biswa Sarma

Gu, July 10: Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma on Thursday said Assam
and Meghalaya will soon
rsume discussions to resolve
their  long-pendinginterstate

Mizoram’s Chakma Au-
tonomous District Coun-
cil’s  Chief  Executive
Member (CEM) Nirupam
Chakma on Thursday won
a floor test, securing the
support of 18 members in
the 20-strong council, en-
suring that the BJP-ZPM

Chakma autonomous council
successfully passes the floor test
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Itanagar, July 10: The

Arunachal Pradesh State
Commission for Wom-
en (APSCW) and the

Arunachal Pradesh Wom-
en’s Welfare Society (AP-
WWS) have strongly con-
demned the alleged murder
of a 25-year-old woman in
Aalo in West Siang district
and called for a fair inves-
tigation and strict legal ac-
tion against the accused.
In a statement issued on
Thursday, the APSCW de-
scribed the incident as a bru-
tal act of violence against a
woman and appealed to the
state government to ensure a
free and impartial investiga-
tion. The commission urged
the authorities to book the
accused in accordance with
the law.“The APSCW con-
demns all kinds of violence
inflicted against women,”
the commission said, while
requesting members of the

public to cooperate with
the police investigation so
that justice is delivered to
the victim and her family.
The commission also ex-
pressed concern over what
it described as a rise in
crimes linked to the pro-
longed operation of clubs,
pubs and bars. It appealed to
the authorities concerned to
strictly regulate and enforce
appropriate  opening and
closing hours for such estab-
lishments across the state.
The APSCW further remind-
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ed media organisations and
the public of the provisions
of Section 74 of the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protec-
tion of Children) Act, 2015,
which prohibits revealing
the identity or publishing
photographs of child vic-
tims, witnesses or children
in conflict with the law. It
cautioned that violations of
the provision are punishable
and urged media profession-
als not to disclose the iden-
tity or faces of the victim’s
family members, particular-

ly if any of them are minors.
The West Siang district unit
of the Arunachal Pradesh
Women’s Welfare Society
also condemned the al-
leged murder and expressed
shock over the incident.
The organisation said no
person has the right to take
another individual’s life,
regardless of the circum-
stances. It maintained that
violence can never be justi-
fied and appealed to society
to unite against all forms
of violence against wom-
en.According to police,
the accused, identified as
45-year-old Todak Ngomdir,
allegedly killed the woman
on Monday. He surrendered
before the police the follow-
ing day and is currently in
judicial custody as the in-
vestigation continues.Police
said the couple had reported-
ly separated about a month
before the incident.

boundary dispute, asserting
thatthereis no friction between
the two neighbouring states.
Speaking to reporters on the
sidelines of the concluding
day of the Behdienkhlam
Festival in Jowai, Sarma said
both governments continue to
maintain cordial relations and
are committed to resolving
the issue through dialogue.
“There is no friction between
us. We are talking amicably
and we will soon again talk,”
the Chief Minister said. How-
ever, he did not specify a time-
line for the next round of dis-
cussions.The statement comes
as both states prepare to restart
the second phase of negotia-
tions over the remaining six
disputed sectors along the
884.9-km Assam-Meghalaya
border.Earlier, ~ Meghalaya
Deputy Chief Minister Sniaw-
bhalang Dhar, who heads the
state’s Regional Committee
for West Jaintia Hills, had said
that the next phase of talks
would begin shortly after the
Assam Assembly elections.
He noted that Meghalaya is
awaiting a date from the As-
sam government for joint in-
spections and meetings before
regional committees resume
field visits.

alliance retained power in
the body, officials said.

The confidence motion,
conducted under the chair-
manship of Deputy Chair-
man Sundor Muni Chakma,
was passed with 18 votes in
favour.

The lone Mizo Nation-
al Front (MNF) member,
Rasik Mohan Chakma, re-
mained absent from the sit-
ting, they said.

Chakma was sworn in as
the CEM on Wednesday
after being appointed by
the governor of Mizoram
following his election as
the leader of the Chakma
Democratic Alliance Leg-
islature Party, a coalition of
the BJP and the Zoram Peo-
ple’s Movement (ZPM).

The governor directed
him to seek a vote of con-
fidence within seven days
of assuming office. The
CADC currently has 20
elected members, including
10 from the BJP, nine from
the ZPM and one from the
MNF, giving the ruling al-
liance a decisive majority.

Speaking after the floor
test, Nirupam Chakma
thanked council members

Nl

for reposing faith in hlS
leadership and the gover-
nor for facilitating the res-
toration of an elected gov-
ernment after nearly a year
of governor’s rule.

He said the remaining
members of the executive
committee would soon
be inducted to ensure the
council functions effec-
tively in accordance with
the provisions of the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitu-

tion.
The CEM said the new
coalition government

would prioritise improv-
ing road connectivity, up-
grading school infrastruc-
ture, expanding access to
safe drinking water and
strengthening  healthcare
services across the coun-
cil’s jurisdiction.

He also identified youth

employment and skill de-
velopment as key focus
areas, while stressing the
need for close coordination
with the Mizoram govern-
ment and the Centre to ac-
celerate development in the
CADC.

He expressed confidence
that the council would
contribute to the national
vision of ‘Viksit Bharat’.
Chakma’s swearing on
Wednesday marked the
end of the governor’s rule
in the council after a year.
The CADC was placed
under the governor’s rule
for a year between July 7,
2025 and July 7, 2026 due
to prolonged political in-
stability caused by frequent
change in leadership. The
CADC governs parts of
Lawngtlai district of south-
ern Mizoram.

Himanta stated that there IS no friction hetween
Assam and Megnalava regardmg I|ISIllIlG

Itanagar, July 10: Assam Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Thursday
said his state and Meghalaya continued
to maintain a friendly and cooperative
approach towards resolving their de-
cades-old boundary dispute, asserting that
there was “no friction” between the two
neighbouring states.

Speaking to reporters on the sidelines
of the annual Behdienkhlam festival in
Jowai, Sarma said both governments re-
main in constant communication and are
committed to resolving any issues that
arise along the interstate border through
dialogue and mutual understandingSar-
ma was in Meghalaya to attend the festi-
val, one of the most significant religious
and cultural festivals of the Pnar (Jaintia)
communityCelebrated annually in Jowai
townin eastern Meghalaya, the festival
is observed to seek divine blessings for a
bountiful harvest, good health and pros-
perity, while warding off diseases, calami-
ties and evil spirits.

“T keep on meeting the CM and dep-
uty CM. So, the channel of discussion is
always open. We keep on meeting, and
there is no friction. Whenever something
happens, we resolve that immediately with
the spirit of friendship,” Sarma saidAsked
about reports of frequent friction in border

areas, the Assam CM dismissed such con-
cerns, saying the overall situation remains

peaceful.“I don’t think so... everything is
smooth,” he added.His remarks come days
after the Meghalaya government reconsti-
tuted its regional committees to take for-
ward the second phase of boundary nego-
tiations with AssamThe committees have
been tasked with holding consultations
with local stakeholders and examining
the remaining six disputed areas between
the two statesIn the first phase of the talks,
Assam and Meghalaya signed a landmark
border settlement agreement in March
2022, resolving disputes in six of the 12
identified areas of difference.The second
phase aims to resolve the remaining six
areas of difference — Langpih, Borduar,
Nongwah-Mawtamur,  Deshdemoreah,

Himanta said both governments
remain in constant communication
and are committed to resolving any
issues that arise along the inter-
state border through dialogue.

Block I and Block II, and Psiar-Khanduli.
Both Sarma and Meghalaya Chief Minis-
ter Conrad K Sangma have repeatedly re-
iterated their commitment to resolving the
long-pending interstate boundary dispute
through dialogue, consultation and mutual
understanding.

Sangma has said the reconstituted re-
gional committees will engage with
stakeholders, assess ground realities and
submit their recommendations to facilitate
progress in the second phase of the border
talks.

Tripura is becoming a key gateway to
southeast Asia, according to Scindia

Agartala, July 10: Union Minister
for Development of North Eastern
Region (DoNER) IJyotiraditya M.
Scindia on Thursday said that, guided
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
transformative Act East Policy, Tripu-
ra is fast emerging as a preferred des-
tination for long-term investment and
as India’s gateway to Southeast Asia.

Addressing the inaugural session
of the two-day Destination Tripura
Business Conclave-2026, the DoONER
Minister said the state today stands at
the intersection of connectivity, com-
merce and immense opportunity, mak-
ing it one of the most promising in-
vestment destinations in the Northeast.

Urging investors to become partners
in Tripura’s remarkable growth jour-
ney, Scindia, in his virtual address,
said the conclave provides a platform
to showcase a state that is poised to
attract long-term investments, catalyse
a new wave of enterprise, generate
employment and accelerate inclusive
economic growth.

“Guided by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s transformative Act East
Policy and the steadfast leadership of
Chief Minister Manik Saha, Tripura
is fast emerging as a preferred invest-
ment destination and India’s gateway
to Southeast Asia,” the Union Minister
said.Describing Tripura as a unique
state endowed with strategic access
to Southeast Asia, abundant natural
resources, a skilled workforce and
progressive governance, Scindia said
the state offers immense opportuni-
ties for investors across multiple sec-
tors.Highlighting Tripura’s economic
progress, the Union Minister said the
state’s Gross State Domestic Product
(GSDP) has nearly doubled to around
Rs 90,000 crore over the past few
years, reflecting its sustained econom-
ic growth and improving the invest-
ment climate.He also pointed out that

Tripura is India’s largest producer of
bamboo and the country’s second-larg-
est producer of natural rubber, giving it
significant potential to emerge as a ma-
jor export hub for value-added prod-
ucts.Chief Minister Manik Saha said
the state government aims to attract
investment proposals worth nearly Rs
1 lakh crore across key sectors through
the business conclave.He stressed the
importance of attracting both domes-
tic and foreign investments to create
large-scale employment opportunities,
enhance per capita income and fur-
ther strengthen the state’s Gross State
Domestic Product.The Chief Minister
said that Memoranda of Understand-
ing (MoUs) worth nearly Rs 30,000
crore were signed during last year’s
business conclave, of which projects
valued at around Rs 8,000 crore have
already entered the implementation
stage.Expressing confidence over the
success of this year’s conclave, Saha
said the event would build upon last
year’s achievements by facilitating
new partnerships, encouraging great-
er participation by industry leaders
and positioning Tripura as one of the
Northeast’s most attractive investment
destinations, backed by improved in-
frastructure, policy reforms and stra-
tegic connectivity with neighbouring
countries under the Centre’s Act East
Policy.Describing Tripura as one of the
fastest-growing states in the country,
the Chief Minister said the time is ripe
for private investors to tap the state’s
enormous potential and leverage its
rapidly expanding infrastructure and
investor-friendly ecosystem.Saha in-
formed that while the government had
initially expected around 500 business
delegates, the response far exceeded
expectations, with nearly 1,200 busi-
ness leaders, industrialists, promoters
and entrepreneurs participating in the
conclave.He said Tripura’s abundant
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natural resources, all-weather con-
nectivity, peaceful environment and
business-friendly policies make it an
attractive destination for investments
across diverse sectors. The Chief Min-
ister added that the state government’s
guiding principles are “One Busi-
ness, One Licence”, “Ease of Doing
Business” as its commitment, and
“Ease of Living” as its ultimate goal,
aimed at creating a seamless and in-
vestor-friendly business environment.
Industry and Commerce Department
Secretary Kiran Gitte said that over
the past few years, Tripura has wit-
nessed a steady inflow of investments
across various sectors of the econo-
my.“Therefore, this year we decided
to organise a multi-sectoral Business
Conclave by bringing all departments
and organisations under one roof so
that greater synergy can be achieved.
Through both administrative initia-
tives and business outreach, Tripura’s
reputation has spread across every cor-
ner of the country,” Gitte said.He said
diplomats from South Africa, Chile,
Bangladesh, Timor-Leste, Laos, the
Philippines, Kazakhstan and Uzbeki-
stan, besides the Chairperson of the
North East Chapter of the Federation

of Indian Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI), industrialists, inves-
tors and business leaders from across
the country, along with several hun-
dred official delegates, participated in
the conclave.Gitte said that to attract
investors to the state, the government
had organised four major roadshows
in Bengaluru, Hyderabad, New Delhi
and Guwahati ahead of the conclave.
Union Minister of Commerce and
Industry Piyush Goyal, in a recorded
message, and Tripura Industries and
Commerce Minister Santana Chak-
ma, among others, also addressed
the inaugural session of the business
conclave.

Several Memoranda of Understand-
ing (MoUs) were signed on the first
day of the conclave for investments
in sectors including tourism, agar-
wood, rubber, food processing and
other emerging industries.The two-
day mega business conclave is being
held at the Hapania International Fair
Ground on the outskirts of Agartala
and has brought together policymak-
ers, diplomats, investors, industry
leaders and entrepreneurs from India
and abroad to explore investment op-
portunities in Tripura.

New counter-insurgency strategy
on card: Manipur home minister

Imphal, July 10: Manipur home minister Govindas Konthoujam has said that a new
security operational strategy will be put in place to counter insurgency in the state.The
decision to introduce the new strategy was taken in a recent security review meeting
chaired by onthoujam in the backdrop of the deadly ambush in Ukhrul district that killed
two personnel of the Assam Rifles on July 6 last, the home minister said.Talking to
the reporters on the sideline of a sports event opening function in Bishnupur district,
Konthoujam said that after the deadly ambush, he reviewed the security situation of the
state with top officials of the state and Central security forces.Director General (DG) of
the CRPF GP Singh, who is currently on an official visit in the state, was among the top
officials of the security agencies who attended the meeting.After reviewing the security
scenario of the state, the meeting stressed the need for strengthening the security After
a thorough deliberation on the subject, the meeting decided to introduce a new security

operational strategy, the home minister said.

Guwabhati, July 10: The Assam government
on Thursday introduced a series of Bills in the
assembly aimed at improving the ease of doing
business, including a proposal to replace the ex-
isting MSME law and strengthen the state’s sin-
gle-window clearance mechanism.Industries,
Commerce and Public Enterprises Minister Bi-
mal Borah tabled The Assam Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (Facilitation of Establish-
ment and Operation) Bill, 2026, which seeks
to replace the 2020 Act governing the sector.In
the Statement of Objects and Reasons, Borah
said the MSME sector remains the backbone
of employment generation, entrepreneurship
and economic growth in the state.He said the
2020 legislation was enacted to ensure time-
bound processing of approvals for MSMEs,
but experience gained from its implementation,
coupled with the Centre’s emphasis on ease of
doing business, the Business Reform Action
Plan (BRAP), self-certification, single-window
systems and digital clearance mechanisms,
necessitated a comprehensive revision of the
law.The proposed legislation repeals and re-
places the existing law to create a more busi-
ness-friendly framework for MSMEs, he said.
Labour Welfare Minister Rameswar Teli intro-
duced The Assam Shops and Establishment
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, aimed at reducing
the compliance burden on commercial estab-

ulation.

lishments while promoting a business-friendly
regulatory environment.The amendment seeks
to align the law with emerging concepts such as
digital governance, self-certification, deemed
registration and round-the-clock economic ac-
tivities, while retaining safeguards relating to
employee welfare, working conditions, safety,
overtime and weekly holidays.The government
also introduced The Assam Ease of Doing
Business (Amendment) Bill, 2026, proposing
the creation of a Single Window Task Force
to coordinate and expedite proposals relating
to notified industrial areas.Borah said the Bill
also provides for a dedicated module on the ex-
isting centralised web portal for industrial area
proposals and empowers the task force to en-
gage external agencies to assist in discharging
its functions.Another legislation, The Assam
Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill,
2026, seeks to amend six existing state laws,
including those governing non-government
educational institutions, private universities,
town and country planning, fire and emergency
services, land reclassification and cinema reg-

The proposed amendments are intended to
reduce avoidable compliance requirements, fa-
cilitate faster approvals and clearances, and en-
courage institutional expansion and investment
in the state, Borah said.
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ED raids Kalanee Impex, a company owned hy Dharmesh
Sangani, an acquaintance of Shekhar Suman

New Delhi, July 10: Ac-
cording to officials familiar
with the investigation, the

Enforcement  Directorate
(ED) searched Kalanee Im-
pex Pvt Ltd and its director,
businessman Dharmesh
Sangani, on Thursday under
the Foreign Exchange Man-
agement Act (FEMA) due to
claims of undisclosed for-
eign assets, foreign bank ac-
counts, and violations per-
taining to export proceeds.
In addition, Sangani is a
co-founder of the Shekhar

Suman Film Academy and
a film producer connected
to actor and TV personality
Shekhar Suman.The search-
es were conducted “in con-
nection with an investiga-
tion relating to M/s Kalanee
Impex Private Limited
and its director Dharmesh
Narendra Sangani,” ac-
cording to officials.It was
discovered throughout the
search process that money
that should have arrived
in India had not, despite a
significant amount of time

having passed. The Autho-
rized Dealer Bank had not
granted an extension of
time, and export revenues
from some foreign custom-
ers had not been realized.
“No recovery efforts were
documented,” an ED offi-
cer stated.A second official
stated that the inquiry also
showed that third parties
other than the consignee or
buyer listed in the export in-
voices or shipping bills had
received export proceeds.
Additionally, the agency
stated that throughout the
searches, it discovered evi-
dence of overseas bank ac-
counts and hidden foreign
assets.For instance, it was
discovered that Dharmesh
Sangani had a sizable stake
in an unknown Canadian
business. Additionally, as-
sociated overseas bank ac-
counts and activities were
not reported to the proper
authorities. The second
officer stated, “An undis-
closed UAE business entity
has been identified in an-
other instance.”According
to officials, ED has found

undeclared overseas bank
accounts in the US, Canada,
and the UAE thus far. When
ED officers arrived to carry
out the searches, Sangani
allegedly tried to destroy
digital evidence, according
to the agency.The first of-
ficer stated, “On Thursday,
when ED went for the raid,
Sangani attempted to de-
stroy the digital evidence by
throwing his mobile from
the 13th floor of a build-
ing, for which ED gave a
complaint to Mumbai Po-
lice.”The officer continued,
“ED officers later recovered
and seized the mobile.”Ac-
cording to officials, the
US Customs authorities
are allegedly looking into
Sangani in relation to spe-
cific transactions. About
7.4 kg of gold jewelry that
Dharmesh  Sangani  was
bringing into the UK was
seized by UK Border Force
officials earlier in Septem-
ber 2016 because it had not
been properly disclosed.
The second officer stated,
“More investigation is in
progress.”

3
LOCAL/NATIONAL ms

New Delhi, July 10: De-
spite worries about El Nino,
the Southwest Monsoon has
accelerated, and in just one
week, the nation’s rainfall
deficit has drastically de-
creased from 38% to 15%.

Mumbai, Pune, and nu-
merous areas of Maharashtra
have seen record monsoon
rains in recent days. The Co-
laba region of Mumbai had
1383.8 mm of rain between
June 1 and July 8, 2026, ac-

cording to the Regional Me-
teorological Centre. This ex-
ceeds the average by 78.4%.
Santacruz recorded 1530.2
mm of rain during that time,
94.4% more than the period’s
normal.In fact, over the past
few days, the monsoon situ-
ation has improved not only
in Maharashtra but also in
Gujarat, Konkan, Goa, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Jharkhand, and
Odisha.

As a result, the nation’s

rainfall deficit between June
1 and July 8 has decreased
to 15%.The India Meteoro-
logical Department reports
that between June 1 and July
1, 2026, rainfall nationwide
was 38% below average.
However, the gap has de-
creased by 23% as the mon-
soon has intensified during
the past week.At a time when
the nation was becoming in-
creasingly concerned about
El Nino’s effects during the

Southwest Monsoon season,
the monsoon has intensified.
Renowned  meteorologist
and former Director General
of the India Meteorological
Department KJ Ramesh stat-
ed: “El Nino does not always
affect rainfall during the
monsoon. Due to the present
warming of the Equatorial
Indian Ocean and the Ara-
bian Sea, the effects of El
Nino have not been observed
during this active phase of
the monsoon in recent days.
Increased evaporation and
moisture flow towards India
are the results of this. A West-
ern Disturbance caused a
Mid-Tropospheric  Cyclone,
or MTC, to emerge with-
in the past ten days. Good
rainfall from Gujarat, Goa,
and Maharashtra to Odisha
resulted from both systems
feeding off one another. Ac-
cording to KJ Ramesh, these
two meteorological patterns
counteracted the effects of El
Nino, helping to close 23%
of the nation’s rainfall deficit
in a single week.

The Madras High Gourt's Significant Jobs Row
Decision Hour Before \'IIaV S “ISII to Karur

New Delhi, July 10: The Mad-
urai Bench of the Madras High
Court on Friday declined to halt
the Tamil Nadu government’s de-
cision to grant government jobs
to the relatives of the 41 individ-
uals killed in the Karur TVK rally
stampede, providing the govern-
ing TVK government with major
temporary reprieve. But the court
ordered that the appointments be
only temporary and contingent
upon the case’s conclusion.The
bench of Justices Sakthivel and
C V Karthikeyan declared that it
did not want to become involved
in a government policy decision
at this time. It also mandated that
the petitions be heard prior to the
beneficiaries receiving their first
month’s wage and noted that the
appointments would be subject to
the court’s final orders. The issue
was posted on July 21. Addition-
ally, the court ordered that notice
be sent to the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), which is look-
ing into the Karur stampede under
the Supreme Court’s supervision,
and suo motu impleaded the Tamil
Nadu Public Service Commission

(TNPSC) as a defendant.Theer-
an Thirumurugan, a leader of the
Naam Tamilar Katchi, and Seeni
Ahamed, a member of the Manith-
aneya Jananayaga Katchi, filed the
petitions, requesting a stay of the
government’s proposed decision to
give one government job to each
member of each grieving family.
They contended that such appoint-
ments would contravene the norms
of equity in public service, create
an unhealthy precedent, and avoid
recruiting through the TNPSC and
other legislative procedures. The
petitioners expressed concerns that
granting government jobs to the
families of victims, while a CBI
investigation is ongoing, could
influence material witnesses and
compromise the investigation’s
integrity. They highlighted that
historical cases, such as the Kum-
bakonam school fire and the Dhar-
mapuri bus burning, did not lead
to automatic job provisions for
victims’ families, indicating a need
for a statutory framework for such
schemes.During the court hearing,
judges challenged the petitioners’
rationale, questioning the harm in

providing jobs to affected families,
emphasizing their financial needs.
The petitioners referred to political
implications, to which the bench
responded by urging a focus on
legal arguments.The government
announced that appointment orders
for the victims’ families would be
issued shortly, citing past instanc-
es, such as the provision of jobs af-
ter the Thoothukudi Sterlite firing,
to counter the petitioners’ asser-
tions about the lack of precedent.
This order follows a public interest

litigation (PIL) challenging the job
proposals, coinciding with Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay’s planned
visit to Karur, where he will meet
with the families of 41 victims
who perished in a stampede during
a rally in September last year. The
incident was marked by allegations
of police negligence, including
inadequate crowd control, which
resulted in fatalities. The CBI has
since interrogated Vijay and other
associated leaders regarding the
events surrounding the stampede.

Raju Mesh, a Boko-Chaygaon MLA, brings up illegal
logging and horder issues in the Assam Assembly

Boko, July 10: Raju Mesh,
a newly elected MLA from
Boko-Chaygaon, exposed the al-
leged negligence of Assam’s For-
est Department on Wednesday
during the first budget session of
the 16th Assam Legislative Assem-
bly, which began on July 6. Mesh
brought up the problem of wide-
spread illicit logging in the Lampi
region near the Assam-Meghalaya
border and provided proof of ex-
tensive forest degradation that is
still going unchecked in the West
Kamrup Forest Division area.Ac-
cording to the MLA, on July 2,
Lampi Village Headman Krishna
Chetry told him about trucks with

Meghalaya registration numbers
that were illegally moving timber
with the assistance of dishonest
businessmen. In response to this in-
formation, Mesh visited Lampi on
July 3 with a number of officials,
including Co-District Commis-
sioner Priyanshu Bharadwaj, Boko
Revenue Circle Officer Krishna
Arjun Barman, RHAC Executive
Member Arjun Chetry, and others.
They were horrified to see trees
being hacked down and smuggled
across the border by vehicles and
unidentified persons from Megha-
laya. When questioned, the head
of the Lampi police outpost ac-
knowledged that these actions had

been carried out in the name of
the contested interstate border re-
gion for a considerable amount of
time. He stated that the main cause
of police inaction was a shortage
of patrolling cars. Mesh called on
the minister of forests to act quick-
ly to stop the threat. Locals have
long accused the Forest Depart-
ment of being careless, pointing
out that illegal logging persists
on a regular basis even though the
West Kamrup Forest Division has
several forest offices, battalions,
and protection areas. For years,
valuable timber like teak and sal
has been smuggled out with no
effective protections in place. The

Meghalaya government has also
been urged by conscious groups to
preserve the forests. The locals in
the Lampi area claimed that forest
destroyers are criminals and cannot
be affiliated with any state, and that
only by taking appropriate action
against these criminal groups will
future generations be able to exist.
Mesh also expressed concern that
the lack of land records was pre-
venting Lampi locals from partic-
ipating in government programs.
He urged the Assam government to
offer mobile towers for improved
connection, safe drinking water,
land pattas, and transportation ser-
vices like a bus service.

Bengal Minister Regarding Trinamool
Leaders Being Targeted by Egy Attacks

New Delhi, July 10: The
political seas of West Ben-
gal are boiling over, and
the leaders of the Trina-
mool Congress are feeling
the heat.Since the party’s
shocking loss to the BJP in
the Assembly elections, a
number of Trinamool offi-
cials have been the victim
of public egg attacks by

“angry” residents.In recent
weeks, former ministers,
MPs Kunal Ghosh and

Mahua Moitra, and party
general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee have all faced
eggs.In the most recent in-
stance, eggs were hurled
during a rally in Kolkata on
Wednesday that was orga-
nized by TMC leader and
former chief minister Ma-
mata Banerjee. Additional-
ly, demonstrators chanted
“chor-chor” (thief) chants
directed at Trinamool pol-
iticians. In a recent inter-

view, West Bengal minister
Dilip Ghosh referred to the
egg attacks on Trinamool
Congress (TMC) leaders as
an “innovation” in protest
methods, suggesting that
using eggs instead of bricks
or stones signifies a less
harmful form of express-
ing anger against 15 years
of alleged Trinamool cor-
ruption. He defended this
form of protest, arguing that
it is “harmless” and that no
one has been injured, sar-
castically noting that the
demand for eggs has even
increased since the elec-
tions.Ghosh contrasted the
current protests with the
historical violence faced by
BJP leaders during TMC’s
rule, recalling instances of
violent attacks, which he
claims included beatings
and lynchings. He posited
that the incidents reflect a
legitimate expression of

public outrage, particular-
ly in response to TMC’s
governance. In the wake of
these events, over 100 re-
ports have surfaced regard-
ing the egg attacks since
the recent electoral defeat
of the TMC. This issue has
escalated to judicial scruti-
ny, with the Calcutta High
Court requesting a report
from the state government
detailing the incidents and
the corresponding number
of First Information Reports
(FIRs) filed. This judicial
intervention follows a peti-
tion by advocate Danish Fa-
rooqui, representing TMC
MP Abhishek Banerjee,
concerning the egg-throw-
ing incidents aimed at party
leaders. The ongoing unrest
has created a backdrop of
contention between the rul-
ing party and the opposition
as political tensions rise in
West Bengal.

sons of a Telangana couple are hurned hy
cigarettes and thrashed with iron rods

New Delhi, July 10: A
couple has been detained in
a startling case of suspect-
ed child abuse in Suryapet,
Telangana, for allegedly
branding their two kids with
hot items, beating them with
iron rods, and burning them
with cigarettes.The boys,
Dhanush (5) and Revanth
(2), were reportedly attacked
at their Huzurnagar home
by the accused, Nakirikan-
ti Ravi, a 43-year-old truck
driver, and his wife, Indu.
Officials said the younger
child had a fractured left
wrist, and the children had
several burn and scratch
scars.  Authorities  were
notified of the event after
neighbors became disturbed
by the children’s cries and
obvious injuries. Together

with representatives from
the District Child Protection
Unit, Childline, and Inte-
grated Child Development
Services  (ICDS), locals
saved the children and made
sure they got emergency
medical care.According to
Somu Nirmala, an ICDS su-
pervisor who filed the com-
plaint, initial interviews with
neighbors revealed that the
abuse had been going on for
a few days.

The officer claimed that
the kids had been verbally
abused, burned with ciga-
rettes, and repeatedly brand-
ed with hot ladles. Police
said that Ravi married a di-
vorced woman named Indu
four years ago after divorc-
ing his first wife over ten
years prior. “The younger

child was born to the couple,
but one of the boys is Indu’s
son from her prior marriage.
The suspects allegedly ac-
knowledged during ques-
tioning that they felt the kids
were a hindrance to their
personal freedom and used
them as a way to express
their annoyance, according
to the police.

A case has been filed under
Section 75 of the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protec-
tion of Children) Act and
Sections 118(1) and 3(5) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS). The couple is
scheduled to appear in court
for remand, and the chil-
dren have been moved to a
government-run  children’s
home in Suryapet after un-
dergoing therapy.

Tibetan organizations in Shillong condemn Chinese
policies and call for UN intervention on Tibet

K Kavitha Accuses Salkam Cheruvu Lake

Shillong, July 10: Shil-
long-based Tibetan organi-
zations have demanded that
the world community and
the UN step in to address
the human rights situation
in Tibet, claiming that Chi-
nese government continues
to restrict Tibetan identity,
language, religion, and cul-
ture.The Regional Tibetan
Women’s Association and
the Regional Tibetan Youth
Congress made the call in
a combined press release
on July 9.The organizations
also honored Pawo Lobga
Rangzen, a Tibetan man who
allegedly committed self-im-
molation on July 2 close to
the UN offices in New York.
The organizations claim that

the act was meant to raise
awareness of the situation in
Tibet on a global scale. The
statement alleged that Tibet-
ans continue to face curbs on
their political freedoms and
human rights, claiming that
decades of Chinese policies
have placed the region’s cul-
tural heritage under growing
pressure.The organisations
also criticised China’s Eth-
nic Unity and Progress Law,
alleging that its implementa-
tion could further undermine
Tibetan identity, language
and cultural traditions. They
called on the UN, democrat-
ic countries, and internation-
al human rights organiza-
tions to keep a careful eye
on Tibet’s situation and take

necessary action.
The statement also urged

the international commu-
nity and the Indian govern-
ment to support initiatives
to protect Tibetan culture,
language, and religion.The
report is predicated on as-
sertions made in the Tibetan
organizations’ press release.
At the time of publication,
China has not yet responded
to the accusations with an of-
ficial statement.

New Delhi, July 10: After BRS MLC Kalvakuntla
Kavitha questioned the purported inaction of govern-
ment authorities on Friday, the dispute surrounding
the suspected constructions near Salkam Cheruvu
Lake has gained political momentum.TRS head Ka-
vitha questioned how HYDRAA (Hyderabad Disas-
ter Response and Asset Protection Agency) authori-
ties handled illegal encroachments on water bodies
and accused officials of being slow to act. She called
for government entities to take responsibility for
the issue and emphasized the need of safeguarding
lakes, their Full Tank Level (FTL), and buffer zones.
The issue concerns claims that buildings owned by
the Barrister Fatima Owaisi Educational Institutions,
which are run by the Salar-e-Millat Educational
Trust, were built inside Salkam Cheruvu’s FTL and
buffer zone. Following a petition filed by attorney
Vijay Gopal, who claimed that authorities did noth-

ing to stop the construction of the Barrister Fatima
Owaisi Educational KG-PG Campus, the matter has
reached the Telangana High Court.In addition to re-
questing instructions for the removal of unapproved
building and the preservation of the water body, the
petitioner questioned the purported passivity of gov-
ernment agencies, including civic and lake protec-
tion authorities.In previous hearings, the High Court
demanded full records pertaining to approvals, land
status, and statutory clearances and questioned offi-
cials about the permissions issued for the educational
site. The court voiced worry over departments’ re-
luctance to provide thorough reports in spite of prior
directives. The Telangana government told the court
during the most recent hearing on Thursday that
no construction would be permitted inside the FTL
boundaries of Salkam Cheruvu. If any infractions
were discovered, officials promised to take the ap-

propriate punishment. The court kept investigating
whether government organizations had fulfilled their
obligations to safeguard the lake.Under the direction
of Akbaruddin Owaisi, the Salar-e-Millat Education-
al Trust was founded in Hyderabad in May 2006 with
the intention of giving disadvantaged groups in soci-
ety access to education. In 2003, the Trust opened its
first school, and over time, its network has grown.
The Trust claims that it currently runs 11 self-fund-
ed schools that serve over 15,000 students and of-
fer free education. Akbaruddin Owaisi, MLA from
AIMIM Chandrayangutta, has alleged that there are
attempts to target educational institutions, specifical-
ly referring to the issue surrounding Fatima College.
He emphasized that such pressure tactics would not
deter them, vowing to protect their institutions and
suggesting that for every institution impacted, many
more would be established in response.
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Editorial

Power Lines Through Forests:
Balancing Growth and Ecology

India’s transition towards
clean energy has brought
new challenges in balanc-
ing development goals
with ecological protection.
The decision by the Cen-
tral Electricity Authority
(CEA) to revise the Right-
of-Way (RoW) require-
ments for constructing
transmission lines in forest
areas marks an import-
ant step towards reducing
the environmental impact
of power infrastructure,
particularly in the ecolog-
ically fragile Northeast re-
gion. By reducing RoW re-
quirements by up to 20%,
the new guidelines aim to
minimise tree felling and
reduce disturbances to for-
est ecosystems. However,
while narrower transmis-
sion corridors offer hope
for better conservation out-
comes, they also underline
the need for stronger mon-
itoring and environmental
safeguards.

The Northeast is one of
India’s most environmen-
tally sensitive regions, with
rich biodiversity, extensive
forest cover, and fragile
mountain ecosystems. At
the same time, the region
has emerged as a major
centre for hydropower de-
velopment due to its vast
river systems and potential
for electricity generation.
The increasing demand for
power in industrial centres
across India has accelerat-
ed plans to transport elec-
tricity from northeastern
states to other parts of the
country. This has created
pressure for large-scale
transmission  infrastruc-
ture, raising concerns
about forest diversion and
habitat destruction.

The scale of planned de-
velopment highlights the
seriousness of the chal-
lenge. The Central Elec-
tricity Authority’s Master
Plan for Evacuation of
Power from Hydroelectric
Plants in the Brahmapu-
tra Basin estimates that
more than 31,000 circuit
kilometres of transmission
lines could be developed in
two phases, extending up
to and beyond 2035. Since
many hydropower projects
are located in forested re-
gions, the construction of
associated  transmission
networks could result in
significant ecological im-
pacts. Transmission lines
require cleared corridors to
prevent tree branches from
coming into contact with
wires, which can cause
short circuits and disrupt
power systems.

The revised RoW norms
attempt to address this
challenge by encourag-
ing the adoption of ad-
vanced technologies and
improved tower designs.
Modern transmission
structures require smaller
foundations and narrower
clearance areas, reducing
the amount of forest land
needed for infrastructure.
The Ministry of Power has
been encouraged to issue
guidelines promoting bet-
ter tower configurations
and advanced conductor
technologies to reduce the
ecological footprint of fu-
ture projects. If properly
implemented, these mea-
sures could significantly
limit tree loss and habitat
disturbance.

However, reduced RoW

alone cannot eliminate
the environmental conse-
quences of transmission
projects. Even narrower
corridors involve clearing
vegetation, breaking forest
continuity, and affecting
wildlife movement. Habi-
tat fragmentation remains
a serious concern because
forests are not merely
collections of trees but in-
terconnected ~ ecosystems
supporting diverse species.
When natural habitats are
divided by infrastructure,
animals may be forced to
alter their movement pat-
terns, increasing the pos-
sibility of human-wildlife
conflicts as they search for
alternative routes and re-
sources.

The Forest Advisory
Committee has also rec-
ognised that improved
technology can reduce
ecological damage by
lowering the requirement
for forest land. Yet, it has
emphasised the importance
of mitigation measures to
address unavoidable im-
pacts. Protecting biodiver-
sity corridors, maintaining
transparency in project
planning, and ensuring
strict compliance with en-
vironmental  conditions
will be essential to prevent
reduced RoW from be-
coming an excuse for un-
checked forest diversion.

The issue also reflects a
broader contradiction in
India’s clean energy tran-
sition. Renewable ener-
gy projects are necessary
to reduce dependence on
fossil fuels and address
climate change, but many
such projects require land,
including forest areas.
Hydropower dams, trans-
mission lines, roads, and
other supporting infra-
structure can place addi-
tional pressure on ecosys-
tems already weakened by
climate change. Therefore,
the environmental cost of
clean energy development
must be assessed not only
project by project but also
through  comprehensive
evaluations of cumulative
impacts on entire land-
scapes.

Public  concern  over
these issues has increased
as extreme weather events
become more frequent in
the Northeast. Recent in-
cidents of heavy rainfall,
landslides, and ecological
disruption have strength-
ened calls for more careful
planning of infrastructure
projects in vulnerable ar-
eas. Communities living in
these regions are increas-
ingly questioning whether
large-scale resource ex-
ploitation is sustainable
when environmental risks
are already rising.

The revised RoW stan-
dards represent a positive
move towards reducing the
impact of transmission in-
frastructure, but their suc-
cess will depend on effective
implementation. State forest
departments and regulatory
agencies must ensure that
power transmission compa-
nies follow the new norms
responsibly and adopt all
available technologies to
minimise ecological harm.
Strong monitoring, trans-
parent decision-making, and
meaningful environmental
assessments will be neces-
sary to prevent the misuse of
relaxed requirements.

The sudden closure of the
High Pay Centre (HPC), a
research organisation that
spent more than a decade
examining executive pay,
corporate inequality, and
the growing gap between
company leaders and ordi-
nary workers, has sparked
a wider debate about the
future of social research
and the changing politi-
cal climate around issues
of fairness. Founded in
2011 by former Guardian
business editor Deborah
Hargreaves, the think tank
became one of Britain’s
most prominent voices
questioning the scale of
executive rewards and the
structures that allowed pay
inequality to expand.

The organisation’s work
focused on what it de-
scribed as “predistribution”
— examining how eco-
nomic inequality develops
before taxation and welfare
policies attempt to address
it. While many campaign-
ers focus on redistribution
through taxes and public
spending, the High Pay
Centre studied the systems
that determine wages, cor-
porate governance, and de-
cision-making power inside
companies. Its research re-
peatedly questioned why
senior executives received
extraordinary ~ compensa-
tion while wage growth for
many workers remained
limited.

Over the years, the HPC
became particularly known
for its annual analysis of
executive salaries among
Britain’s  largest listed
companies. Its findings
frequently attracted pub-
lic attention because they
highlighted the enormous
difference  between the
earnings of top executives
and average employees.
Reports on “high pay day”,
often described in the me-
dia as “fat cat day”, showed
how quickly chief execu-

tives could earn the equiv-
alent of a typical worker’s
annual salary.

The figures generated
debate across the politi-
cal spectrum. Supporters
of high executive pay ar-
gued that business leaders
were responsible for major
decisions affecting large
companies and deserved
compensation  reflecting
their responsibilities. Crit-
ics, however, argued that
the scale of these salaries
reflected deeper problems
in corporate governance,
where boards often lacked
sufficient challenge when
approving executive re-
wards.

The High Pay Centre’s
research suggested that
Britain’s corporate system
contributed to widening in-
equality. One of its key ar-
guments was that workers
had limited influence over
decisions made at the high-
est levels of companies.
Unlike several European
countries where employee
representation on compa-
ny boards is legally estab-
lished, Britain’s largest
companies have generally
not adopted similar mod-
els.

The organisation argued
that stronger worker rep-
resentation could influ-
ence corporate culture and
executive pay decisions.
Having employees pres-
ent in board discussions,
it suggested, could create
greater awareness of work-
place realities and make it
more difficult for compa-
nies to approve extremely
large salaries and bonuses
without considering wider
social consequences.

The closure of the High
Pay Centre represents a
significant loss for re-
searchers and campaigners
focused on economic in-
equality. However, the or-
ganisation’s disappearance
was not simply the result

of financial difficulties. It
was connected to the col-
lapse of a wider funding
structure that supported re-
search into social and eco-
nomic fairness.

The HPC was among sev-
eral organisations affected
after the Financial Fairness
Trust lost its funding direc-
tion. The trust, established
with a substantial financial
contribution following the
demutualisation of Stan-
dard Life, had supported
research organisations
working on issues includ-
ing inequality, poverty,
taxation, financial security,
and living standards.

The trust was created
with the aim of funding re-
search and policy work de-
signed to improve financial
fairness, particularly for
people on low and middle
incomes. Over the years,
it supported a wide range
of organisations, including
economic research bodies,
poverty charities, consum-
er groups, and public poli-
cy institutes.

Its funding helped organ-
isations investigate some
of Britain’s most important
social challenges. Research
supported by the trust ex-
amined issues such as
household finances, pover-
ty, taxation, consumer pro-
tection, and access to es-
sential services. For many
organisations, the funding
represented a rare source
of independent support
for social research outside
government and traditional
academic institutions.

The decision to change
the trust’s direction there-
fore had consequences
far beyond one organisa-
tion. Researchers warned
that Britain already faced
a shortage of funding for
social sciences compared
with scientific research.
While major scientific
projects often receive sub-
stantial public investment,

studies examining inequal-
ity, poverty, and social
change frequently depend
on smaller charitable fund-
ing sources.

The closure of the High
Pay Centre has also raised
questions about the chang-
ing political environment
surrounding issues such
as equality, diversity, and
corporate  responsibility.
Critics argue that a global
backlash against concepts
associated with social jus-
tice has influenced funding
decisions and organisation-
al priorities.

In the United States,
several major companies
reduced or changed their
diversity, equity, and inclu-
sion programmes following
political pressure and crit-
icism from conservative
groups. Some observers ar-
gue that similar trends have
begun influencing corpo-
rate behaviour in Britain,
with companies becoming
more cautious about initia-
tives linked to equality and
social responsibility.

The debate reflects a
broader conflict over the
role of businesses and in-
stitutions  in  addressing
social issues. Supporters
of equality-focused poli-
cies argue that companies
have responsibilities be-
yond generating profits and
should consider their im-
pact on workers and com-
munities. Opponents argue
that  businesses  should
focus primarily on perfor-
mance and avoid political
or social agendas.

The High Pay Centre’s
supporters believe its work
was important precisely be-
cause it challenged power-
ful interests and examined
uncomfortable  questions
about wealth distribution.
They argue that research
into inequality remains es-
sential in any democratic
society because economic
concentration can influence
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The Closure of High Pay Centre Raises
Questions About Fairness Research

political power, social mo-
bility, and public trust.

The organisation’s clo-
sure has also highlighted
concerns about the vulner-
ability of independent re-
search groups that depend
on charitable funding. Un-
like large institutions with
multiple sources of income,
smaller think tanks can
disappear quickly when a
major funder changes pri-
orities. This raises ques-
tions about whether society
has sufficient safeguards
to maintain research into
issues that may not always
align with powerful eco-
nomic interests.

The controversy sur-
rounding the funding de-
cision attracted criticism
from several prominent
figures who argued that
the process damaged con-
fidence in charitable re-
search funding. Critics de-
scribed the abrupt ending
of support as harmful to
organisations that had built
long-term programmes
based on the trust’s com-
mitments.

Supporters of the fund-
ing change, however, ar-
gue that charitable organ-
isations have the right to
adjust their priorities and
support different causes
over time. They maintain
that funding decisions are
legitimate choices made by
organisations seeking to re-
spond to changing circum-
stances and social needs.

The debate reflects a larg-
er question about who de-
cides which social issues
receive attention. Research
into inequality, wages, pov-
erty, and corporate power
often involves challenging
established systems. With-
out independent funding,

critics argue, important
questions may receive less
scrutiny.

The High Pay Centre’s
disappearance comes at a
time when concerns about

economic inequality re-
main significant. Across
many developed countries,
debates continue over wage
gaps, executive compensa-
tion, housing costs, and the
rising cost of living. These
issues have become central
to discussions about social
stability and public con-
fidence in economic sys-
tems.

The organisation’s legacy
lies in making executive
pay and corporate inequal-
ity part of mainstream pub-
lic debate. Even critics of
its approach acknowledged
that it brought attention to
questions about how com-
panies distribute rewards
and how economic deci-
sions affect society.

Its closure does not end
the debate over high pay.
Questions about executive
compensation, worker rep-
resentation, and corporate
responsibility will continue
to shape political and eco-
nomic discussions. How-
ever, the loss of a dedicat-
ed research organisation
means fewer resources will
be available to investigate
these issues.

The story of the High Pay
Centre also reflects a broad-
er challenge facing democ-
racies: maintaining space
for independent analysis
of powerful institutions. A
healthy public debate re-
quires research, criticism,
and evidence-based discus-
sion, particularly on issues
involving wealth and pow-
er.

As Britain continues to
debate inequality and eco-
nomic fairness, the disap-
pearance of the HPC serves
as a reminder that ideas
and institutions depend not
only on public interest but
also on sustained support.
The organisation may have
closed, but the questions
it raised about pay, power,
and fairness remain unre-
solved.

Britain's Economic Reset: Burnham’s Bold Bid to Revive Industry

Britain’s economic debate is once
again turning towards a question
that has shaped politics for decades:
how can the country escape a cycle
of weak growth, declining industri-
al capacity, and rising inequality?
Andy Burnham’s vision of rebuild-
ing Britain’s manufacturing base
and reducing the dominance of fi-
nancial interests has placed him at
the centre of this discussion. His
supporters argue that the country
has suffered from decades of eco-
nomic policies that prioritised fi-
nancial markets over productive
investment, while critics warn that
ambitious state-led economic strat-
egies carry significant risks. The
challenge for Burnham is not only
to identify what has gone wrong but
also to find a practical way to de-
liver change without triggering the
kind of market backlash that ended
Liz Truss’s brief premiership.

Burnham’s economic argument
begins with the belief that Britain
has experienced a long period of
managed decline. Over the past four
decades, manufacturing has steadi-
ly lost its importance within the
economy, while the financial sector,
particularly the City of London, has
gained greater influence. The result,
according to critics of the existing
model, has been an economy in-
creasingly dependent on services,
low-paid employment, and finan-
cial activity rather than industrial
production. Although Britain re-
mains a major global economy,
concerns have grown over stagnant
productivity, weak wage growth,
and regional inequalities that have
left many industrial communities
behind.

The decline of manufacturing has
had a particularly strong impact on
areas that were once the backbone
of British industry. Northern En-
gland, Scotland, and Wales have
experienced significant economic
changes as traditional industries
such as steel, engineering, ship-

building, and manufacturing con-
tracted over several decades. Com-
munities that once relied on stable
industrial employment have faced
economic uncertainty, with many
workers moving into insecure ser-
vice-sector jobs. Burnham argues
that addressing this geographical
imbalance is essential if Britain
wants to create a more balanced and
resilient economy.

The comparison between Burn-
ham and Liz Truss reflects the dif-
ficulty of pursuing major economic
change. Both politicians argued that
Britain needed a break from the
existing economic approach and
both promoted ambitious reforms.
However, Truss’s attempt to rapidly
reshape economic policy through
large-scale tax cuts without clear
funding arrangements resulted in a
sharp market reaction. Her govern-
ment faced pressure from financial
markets, forcing a dramatic reversal
of its plans and ultimately contribut-
ing to her departure from office.

Burnham’s challenge is therefore
how to pursue a radical economic
agenda while maintaining confi-
dence among investors and financial
institutions. Supporters argue that
the answer is not to abandon ambi-
tion but to design policies that are
financially credible and focused on
long-term growth. Unlike Truss’s
approach, which focused heavily on
reducing taxation, Burnham’s pro-
posed strategy centres on rebuild-
ing productive capacity through
investment, industrial planning,
and stronger public involvement
in the economy.

A key part of this argument is
the idea that Britain’s econom-
ic problems are not only about
how wealth is distributed but
also about how wealth is created.
Supporters of reindustrialisation
argue that policies aimed at reduc-
ing inequality through taxation
and regulation alone cannot solve
deeper structural weaknesses. A

country cannot achieve sustained
prosperity, they argue, without in-
creasing productivity, developing
advanced industries, and creating
high-value employment opportu-
nities.

A reindustrialisation strategy
would involve rebuilding sectors
considered strategically import-
ant for Britain’s future. These in-
clude steel production, advanced
engineering, renewable energy,
digital technology, automation,
and other high-skilled industries.
The goal would not be to recreate
the industrial economy of the past
but to develop a modern manufac-
turing base capable of competing
globally. Supporters believe that
industrial strength would improve
economic security, reduce depen-
dence on imports, and strengthen
Britain’s ability to respond to fu-
ture challenges.

Central to this approach would
be a major increase in public in-
vestment. One proposal is the cre-
ation of a stronger national invest-
ment bank capable of providing
long-term funding for infrastruc-
ture, energy projects, transport
systems, and industrial supply
chains. Unlike private investors
who may seek quick returns, such
an institution would focus on pa-
tient investment designed to gen-
erate economic benefits over de-
cades.

The argument is that public in-
vestment should not replace pri-
vate enterprise but encourage it.
Government funding can create
the conditions needed for busi-
nesses to expand by improving in-
frastructure, supporting research,
and reducing investment risks.
Burnham’s experience as mayor
of Greater Manchester is often cit-
ed by supporters as an example of
how regional leadership can bring
together public investment and
private-sector growth through tar-
geted development strategies.

However, rebuilding Britain’s
industrial capacity would require
more than financial resources.
One of the biggest challenges is
the loss of technical skills caused
by decades of industrial decline.
Many sectors now face shortag-
es of engineers, technicians, and
skilled workers. A successful
reindustrialisation ~ programme
would therefore require major in-
vestment in education, vocation-
al training, apprenticeships, and
technical institutions.

The role of trade unions would
also be central to this vision. Sup-
porters of a new industrial strategy
argue that organised labour should
not be viewed as an obstacle to
economic progress but as a partner
in building a stronger economy.
They believe workers should have
a greater role in decision-making
and that improved wages and em-
ployment conditions can support
productivity rather than weaken
competitiveness.

However, Burnham’s plans
would face significant political
and economic obstacles. One ma-
jor challenge would be managing
relations with financial markets.
Governments that borrow heavily
for investment programmes must
convince investors that spending
will generate long-term economic
returns. Failure to maintain con-
fidence could increase borrowing
costs and create political pressure
to reduce spending.

The experience of Liz Truss’s
government remains a warning
about the importance of financial
credibility. Any future government
seeking major economic trans-
formation would need to demon-
strate that its policies are properly
planned, realistically funded, and
capable of delivering measurable
benefits. The challenge is to avoid
a situation where market concerns
force governments to abandon
long-term strategies.

One possible solution proposed
by supporters of industrial inter-
vention is a broader role for the
Bank of England in supporting
economic development. Rather
than focusing primarily on con-
trolling inflation, some argue that
monetary policy should also help
provide affordable long-term fi-
nance for productive investment.
They point to examples from other
countries where public institutions
have supported industrial develop-
ment through targeted lending.

Another challenge is protecting
key industries from short-term fi-
nancial pressures. Supporters of
stronger industrial policy argue
that essential sectors should not
be left entirely vulnerable to glob-
al investors seeking immediate
profits. They suggest that strate-
gic industries may require greater
government involvement to ensure
long-term stability and national re-
silience.

The debate over reindustriali-
sation also reflects a wider global
shift. Many countries are recon-
sidering the role of government in
economic development after de-
cades of market-focused policies.
From energy security to supply
chains and technological competi-
tion, governments are increasingly
seeking greater control over criti-
cal industries. Britain’s economic
challenges are therefore part of a
broader international discussion
about the balance between markets
and state intervention.

For Burnham, the central question
is whether Britain can move away
from a low-growth economic model
and build a more productive future.
His supporters believe that bold ac-
tion is necessary because decades of
gradual reform have failed to address
deep structural weaknesses. Critics,
however, will question whether gov-
ernment-led industrial strategies can
deliver better outcomes than private
investment and market competition.
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sensex, Nifty rally 1% led by metals
and tech; Nifty IT Index surges 2%

New Delhi: Nifty 50, Sensex today at 12 PM: In the after-
noon trade, the Indian equity benchmarks remained firmly in
the green. At this hour, the Sensex was trading 709.15 points,
or 0.92%, higher at 77,450.97, while the Nifty gained 217
points, or 0.91%, to trade at 24,179.80.Among the top gain-
ers on the benchmark indices were Adani Ports (+2.33%),
InterGlobe Aviation (IndiGo) (+2.13%), Infosys (+1.93%),
Bharat Electronics (+1.83%), and Tech Mahindra (+1.74%).
Nifty 50, Sensex today at 10:50 AM: The domestic equity
markets extended the opening rally. The Nifty 50 was up
243 points or 1.02% to trade at 24,206, while the Sensex
advanced 796 points or 1.04% to trade at 77,538.Investors’
sentiments are strong, which can be determined by India’s
volatility index, India VIX, down 7% at 12.43.The buying
is broad-based as all the sectoral indices were trading in the
green.

7 structural reasons why the market is rallying today: Nifty
IT Index surges 2%; Nifty, Sensex rally 1% each

Nifty 50, Sensex today at open: Indian equity markets
opened Friday’s trade on a higher note, following its global
peers. The Nifty 50 surged 177.35 points or 0.74% to open
at 24,140.15, while the BSE Sensex opened the trade 638.26
points or 0.83% higher at 77,380.08. Share market today
ahead of opening, July 10: The global markets are trading on
a higher note as semiconductor stocks rebound. Also, crude
oil prices slipped back to the $75 a barrel mark. The GIFT
Nifty is indicating a higher start for Indian markets, up 95
points or 0.40%. Earlier on Thursday, the Nifty 50 closed
the session 80.75 points or 0.34% higher at 23,962.80, while
the BSE Sensex surged 238.22 points or 0.31% to close at
76,741.82. Asia-Pacific markets opened Friday’s trade on a
higher note, following overnight gains on Wall Street. Ja-
pan’s benchmark Nikkei 225 jumped 1.34%, while the Topix
surged 0.66%. South Korea’s Kospi rocketed 2.54%, and the
small-cap Kosdaq advanced 4.10%. The Electronics sector’s
stocks surged the most in Thursday’s trade, rising 5.5% in
market capitalisation. Further, Glass stocks were followed by
the E-Commerce sector stocks, which were further followed
by the Capital Market stocks. However, the Shipping sector
stocks fell the most, declining 1.74%. benchmarks are trad-
ing in the red on Friday. S&P 500 futures were down 0.16%.
Futures tied to the Dow Jones Industrial Average were down
marginally. Nasdaq 100 futures declined 0.35% On Thurs-

day, US stock markets closed on a higher note after being
helped by semiconductor stocks and a fall in oil prices. The
Nasdaq Composite gained 1.30% to 26,206.89, while the
S&P 500 rose 0.81% to 7,543.64. The Dow Jones Industrial
Average added 139.02 points, or 0.27%, to 52,487.41.

Silver had surged to record highs in January amid geopo-
litical tensions and economic uncertainty, with heavy specu-
lative buying pushing prices higher, but soon faced volatil-
ity.Foreign institutional investors (FIIs) were net sellers of
shares worth Rs 532.86 crore. On the other hand, the Domes-
tic institutional investors (DIIs) were the net buyers of shares
worth Rs 2,057.79 crore on July 09, 2026, according to the
provisional data available on the NSE.The US Dollar Index
(DXY), which measures the dollar’s value against a basket
of six foreign currencies, was trading 0.02% lower at 100.92.
The index evaluates the strength or weakness of the US dol-
lar in comparison to major currencies. The basket contains
currencies such as the British Pound, Euro, Swedish Kro-
na, Japanese Yen, Swiss Franc, etc. The rupee appreciated
0.20% to close at 95.38 to the dollar on July 09.West Texas
Intermediate (WTTI) crude futures were trading 0.28% lower
at $71.89 per barrel. On the other hand, Brent crude futures
with August delivery were trading 0.34% lower at $76.04,
surpassing the psychologically important level of $75. On
COMEX, crude prices dropped 0.32% to trade at $71.85 a
barrel. The rate for 24-carat gold today is Rs 1,45,610 per 10
grams. The price of gold has fallen 1.2% from yesterday. The
24 kt gold rate today in Delhi is Rs 1,45,360 per 10 grams.
The 18-carat gold price today in India is Rs 1,09,207.5. The
24-carat gold rate in Dubai today is Rs 1,49,590.

TRAI vs Truecaller: Inside India’s spam-call
showdown hetween telecom regulator

New Delhi:India’s Telecom Regu-
latory Authority of India (TRAI) and
Truecaller, the Swedish caller-ID app
used by more than 300 million Indi-
ans, are now locked in a public dispute
over how “spam” gets defined, and
who gets to define it. The disagree-
ment is about special phone numbers
that TRAI introduced to help people
identify genuine business calls. But
instead of making things easier, the
system has created confusion. Truec-
aller says millions of people are now
ignoring even real bank and company
calls, while TRAI believes apps like
Truecaller are making the problem
worse by discouraging users from an-
swering those calls.

TRAI and Truecaller face off over
spam calls in IndiaJhunjhunwala re-
sponded with a long post on X on July
8, sharing company data and openly
challenging the regulator’s approach.
The dispute goes back to changes
TRAI made to its Telecom Com-
mercial Communications Customer
Preference Regulations (TCCCPR).
Under these rules, telemarketing
companies must use phone numbers
beginning with 140, while banks
and financial institutions must use
1600 numbers for service-related and
transaction-related calls. The idea
was to draw a clear line. If people
saw these numbers, they would know
the call was coming from a registered
business instead of a scammer. Since
Truecaller cannot officially mark
these numbers as spam anymore, it
introduced another feature called
“Frequently Blocked.” Instead of
calling a number spam, the app sim-
ply tells users that many people have
blocked it.

Truecaller says this follows TRAI’s
rules because it does not label the
number as spam but only shares in-
formation based on user behaviour.
The company also plans to submit
its call data and user statistics direct-
ly to MeitY to show how much trust
users have lost in the current system.
In comments submitted to TRAI on
April 17, 2026, Truecaller said it
supported efforts to reduce unwant-
ed commercial calls but opposed a
proposed Regulation 34A, arguing
that it would weaken consumer pro-
tection instead of improving it. What
TRAI wants more power?According
to the Communications Ministry, au-
thorities disconnected more than 2.1
million fraudulent mobile numbers
and took action against over 100,000
entities over the past year.To make
the system work efficiently, TRAI
also instructed caller ID apps not to
label or block 140 and 1600 numbers
as spam, even if users reported them.
Truecaller says the plan has backfired

Truecaller believes the rule has cre-
ated more problems than providing
a solution. Instead of trusting these
special numbers, users have started
avoiding them altogether because

they no longer receive spam warnings
from the app. Beginning his July 8
post on X, CEO Rishit Jhunjhunwala
wrote, “Wondering why spam calls
have increased SIGNIFICANTLY in
India recently? Well, it’s actually go-
ing to get worse; here’s why.”He then
shared data collected by the company.
According to Truecaller, more than
51 million calls from the 140 and
1600 number series go unanswered
every single day. Over the last eight
months, users ignored 81% of calls
from the 140 series and 79% of calls
from the 1600 series.During the same
period, users manually blocked 74
million calls from these two number
series. Daily blocking of 1600-series
numbers has jumped 208% since Oc-
tober 2025.Truecaller also said users
currently block around 400,000 calls
every day from 140 numbers and an-
other 125,000 calls every day from
1600 numbers.Jhunjhunwala said the
company followed TRAI’s order even
though it had concerns. He wrote that
Truecaller complied with the regula-
tor’s direction to whitelist these num-
bers “even though [it] had concerns
about whether the regulator could is-
sue such instructions to apps.”

Motilal Oswal has placed its confidence in Vedanta Aluminium's
growth following its demerger antlcmatlng d 20% INCrease
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New Delhi: Could India’s largest pure-play
aluminium company be entering its next growth
phase? That is the question many investors are
asking. The brokerage house Motilal Oswal
initiated coverage on Vedanta Aluminium with
a ‘Buy’ rating and a target price of Rs 540 per
share. This indicates an upside potential of
around 20% from the current market price.Ac-
cording to Motilal Oswal report, Vedanta Al-
uminium is at an important stage of its growth
journey following the demerger of Vedanta. One
of the key reasons behind the positive outlook
is the expected improvement in earningsAs per
the brokerage report, “Vedanta Aluminum is
approaching a significant earnings inflection
point, with EBITDA anticipated to post over
18% CAGR over FY26-28.The brokerage ex-
pects earnings growth to be supported by higher
production volumes, lower operating costs and
a larger contribution from value-added alumin-

ium products, which generally offer better mar-
gins than standard aluminium.Lower costs could
become a major advantageMotilal Oswal also
highlighted the company’s increasing focus on
backward integration. In simple terms, backward
integration means owning more of the raw mate-
rial supply chain instead of depending on outside
suppliers.“Vedanta Aluminum is pursuing full
self-sufficiency in bauxite and coal, the two most
critical inputs for aluminum production,” add-
ed the brokerage firm.The report added that the
company is developing its Sijimali bauxite mine
and expanding captive coal production, which
could significantly reduce production costs over
time.The company, now operatingas Vedanta
Aluminum Metal (VAML), has emerged as In-
dia’s largest pure-play primary aluminium pro-
ducer and the third-largest aluminium producer
globally, excluding China.Let’s take a look at
the investment rationale driving Motilal Oswal’s

recommendation — The brokerage house Motilal
Oswal in its report noted that the demerger has
created a focused aluminium business that is ex-
pected to benefit from both industry trends and
company-specific growth drivers.“The compa-
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ny has emerged as one of the most compelling
structural stories in the global aluminum space,
combining industry-leading scale,
backward integration, and a multi-year earnings
growth trajectory,” Motilal Oswal also expects

to keep

ties.The
demand

-

extensive

favourable industry conditions.“The global alu-
minum industry is entering a period of structural
tightening driven by a strong demand outlook
and restrained supply,”
house Motilal Oswal believes the stock is still
reasonably valued.he report said, “At CMP, the
stock trades at 5.4 times EV/EBITDA on our
FY28 estimate.”The brokerage expects consol-
idated revenue, and FY28.China’s production
restrictions, reduced output in Europe, sanctions
affecting Russian aluminium exports and years
of limited investment outside China are expected

noted the brokerage

global supplies tight.At the same time,

India continues to offer strong growth opportuni-

brokerage expects domestic aluminium
to grow steadily over the coming years,

supported by infrastructure positioning gives the
company a stronger platform to expand produc-
tion, improve profitability and strengthen its mar-
ket position over the coming years.

Brokerages cheer near-term
recovery but flag long-term

New Delhi: Tata Consultancy Services has
kicked off earnings season on an encouraging
note and set the tone for other tech stocks. The
tech giant shares surged 4% to a high of Rs

while others see heavy selling
Motilal Oswal decodes trend

2,133.30 on the NSE after delivering a large-
ly in-line set of numbers. While most analysts
see green shoots over the short-term, they have
maintained a cautious tone about the longer-term
expectations. They rated the stock ‘Buy’ with a
target of Rs 2,350 per share. This implies about
15% upside from current levels. The TCS man-
agement acknowledged 10-15% Al-led pro-
ductivity pass-throughs as projects come up for
renewal. They believe the “full impact of Al de-
flation is still unfolding, and productivity gains
are likely to continue getting passed on to clients
over the coming quarters, keeping pressure on
the existing book of business.”Motilal Oswal
on TCS The brokerage said that TCS appears
to be well set for recovery in FY27, given its
commentary and strong hiring in Q1. Deal wins
have been decent, margins solid, and Al revenue
is growing strongly. “We minutely tweak our
FY27 and FY28 EPS estimates by -0.5% and
-1.2%,” said Nuvama. Valuation of 13x FY27
PE, post-recent correction, is highly attractive.
TCS posted a decline of 2.7% sequentially in
consolidated net profit of Rs 13,349 crore for
QIFY27, compared with Rs 13,718 crore in the
preceding quarter. Its operating margin shrank
130 basis points QoQ to 24% from 25.3%,
mainly on the back of annual wage revision.
The company said wage hikes brought down
170 basis points from margins, partly offset by
a 40-basis-point currency benefit. Operating in-
come came in at Rs 17,317 crore compared to
Rs 17,870 crore in the previous quarter. The tech
company’s CEO and MD, K Kirithivasan, said,
“We don’t see a massive contraction or deflation
due to AL If any, they are compensated by ad-
ditional opportunities that we generate through
Al He also said that most enterprises will have
multiple LLMs or one LLM with several SLMs.

TCS is in an area where system integrators will
have a bigger role to play.Krithivasan said, “We
hire whenever we feel we’ll have enough de-
mand and for specific skills,” after TCS hired
around 10,000 people this quarter despite weak
growth. The CEO doesn’t believe Al will reduce
overall headcount. The share price of TCS has
fallen 2.23% in the last five trading days. The
stock has declined 4.4% in the past one month
and more than 36% in the last six months. TCS
share price has drowned 39% over the previous
12 months.

Excluding the exceptional legal cost, however,
net profit stood at Rs 13,849 crore. The compa-
ny’s net profit was weighed down by a one-time
legal provision.Its revenue surged 2.2% quar-
ter-on-quarter to Rs 72,275 crore in QIFY27
from Rs 70,698 crore in the first quarter of the
current financial year. In constant currency
terms, revenue grew 0.4%, slower than the 1.2%
growth reported in the previous quarter.

TCS expects the demand to improve in Q2,
supported by a pent-up technology backlog
and stronger client conversations. While Moti-
lal Oswal expects “Q2 to be better, we believe
evidence around demand improvement is scant.
The pent-up demand narrative has been around
for some time, while geopolitics, tariff uncer-
tainty and cautious discretionary spending con-
tinue to weigh on decision-making

New Delhi: Foreign investor sell-
ing in Indian equities showed signs of
easing towards the end of June but the
recovery in sentiment remains highly
selective, according to a Motilal Os-
wal Financial Services report. While
foreign institutional investors (FIIs)
increased allocations to sectors such
as financials, services and consumer
durables, they continued to trim ex-
posure to information technology,
automobiles, oil & gas, metals and
FMCQG, suggesting that the return of
foreign money is still far from broad-
based.“FII flows have started to show
signs of improvement, with average
daily flows shifting from net selling
of around $0.4 billion during the West
Asia conflict to net buying of around
$0.1 billion following the US-Iran
ceasefire announcement,” Motilal
Oswal said. “This turnaround has
supported the rebound in Indian equi-
ties and indicates a gradual improve-
ment in FII sentiment,” the brokerage
added. Financial services witnessed
the strongest foreign inflows during
June, attracting nearly $357 million,
making it the most preferred sector
for FlIs during the month. In calen-
dar year 2026 so far, capital goods
has attracted $2.3 billion of net FII
inflows, making it the most preferred
sector among foreign investors.
Metals follows with inflows of $1.4
billion, while services has received
$600  million.Services  followed
with inflows of $306 million, while

consumer durables received $204
million. Other sectors witnessing
positive foreign flows included con-
sumer services ($130 million), real
estate ($85 million) and textiles ($10
million). Despite the improvement in
overall sentiment, foreign investors
remained aggressive sellers in several
large sectors.Oil & gas witnessed the
largest outflow during June at $1.4
billion, followed by automobiles at
$1.1 billion, metals at $961 million
and technology at $788 million.

Capital goods, which had attract-
ed foreign buying for six consecu-
tive months, also witnessed its first
monthly outflow, with FIIs selling
$425 million worth of shares during
June. The brokerage highlighted that
metals has remained the only sector
to record positive FII inflows in both
CY25 and CY26 year-to-date, sig-
nalling continued confidence despite
short-term volatility.

“Notably, FIIs turned positive on
Capital Goods (+$2.3b) and Utilities
(+$0.1b) in CY26YTD after record-
ing net outflows in CY25. Interest-
ingly, FIIs have remained construc-
tive only on Metals (+$1.4b) for the
two consecutive years, signaling a
continued positive outlook for the
sector,” Motilal Oswal said.

Meanwhile, FMCG remained un-
der pressure, extending its streak to
11 consecutive months of FII out-
flows, while technology and tele-
com have now recorded six straight

months of foreign selling, according
to the report. While June saw some
tactical profit booking, Motilal Os-
wal said the broader trend for the
year continues to favour capital
goods and metals. Foreign investors
remained net sellers for the fourth
consecutive month in June, with-
drawing $5.2 billion from Indian
equities. However, the pace of sell-
ing moderated sharply during the
second half of the month.According
to Motilal Oswal, FIIs sold $4.3 bil-
lion worth of Indian equities during
the first half of June but turned net
buyers to the tune of $1.3 billion
after geopolitical tensions eased
following the US-Iran ceasefire and
crude oil prices softened. The bro-
kerage noted that the moderation in
selling reflects improving global risk
appetite, better corporate earnings
expectations, lower oil prices and a
significant correction in Indian equi-
ty valuations from their September
2024 highs.“India was among the

positive performers in the key global
markets in Jun’26,” Motilal Oswal
said. “Easing geopolitical risks, low-
er crude oil prices, improving cor-
porate earnings, and sharp valuation
corrections from CY24 highs, along
with India’s valuation premium to
other EMs at historic lows, leave
fewer reasons for FIIs to remain net
sellers for long,” it added.

Financials emerge as the biggest
buyer’s choice in JuneFinancial ser-
vices emerged as the biggest recip-
ient of foreign inflows during June,
attracting $357 million, making it
the most preferred sector for FIIs
during the month.Services followed
with inflows of $306 million, while
consumer durables attracted $204
million. Consumer services also
received $130 million, followed
by real estate with $85 million and
textiles with $10 million, indicating
that foreign investors selectively add-
ed exposure as geopolitical tensions
eased.
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Kyiv: A Ukrainian intelligence
agent who confessed to killing
the woman suspected of trying
to assassinate a multimillionaire
and his family in Monaco last
week, has now claimed he did
not pull the trigger.

In court in Kyiv for a custody
hearing on Thursday, Vladyslav
Reut — who a few days ago
led investigators to Anastasiia
Berezovska’s grave in the woods
— said that he “categorically de-
nied” committing her murder
and blamed his alleged accom-
plice instead.

This murky case is capturing
attention because Reut is an
active and decorated officer of
Ukraine’s military intelligence
agency, GUR, and his co-defen-
dant Vitalii Zhykovych worked
for the SBU security service un-
til recently.On Thursday evening
President Volodymyr Zelensky
said he would have “additional
relevant reports” to share in the
coming days.But the motive for
the Monaco blast that targeted
Vadym Yermolayev remains
unclear.The businessman, who
made his money in cognac and

INTERNATIONAL

Ukrainian agent accused of murdering
Monaco homb suspect changes story

real estate, had renounced his
Ukrainian  citizenship  some
years ago. He has since been
sanctioned by Kyiv for continu-
ing to do business in Crimea
after it was taken by Russia.
Now his would-be assassin
has been murdered herself.The
two suspects were brought into
court for separate hearings with
their hands cuffed surrounded
by heavily armed security offi-
cers in balaclavas.In court, the
prosecutor clarified that Anas-
tasiia Berezovska had arrived in
Ukraine two days after the blast
in Monaco, and before she had
been identified as the prime sus-
pect in the case.

Once alerted to the allegations
against her, investigators seem
to have homed in quickly on
Zhykovych, 50, and Reut, 34,
using Berezovska’s phone re-
cords.

They then identified cash and
cryptocurrency transfers that the
two had made to her accounts.

Straight away, Reut appears
to have confessed to shooting
Berezovska.

He then took investigators to

s

the spot where he had buried her
body in the woods west of Kyiv,
in a grave covered with branch-
es.But in court just days later,
the GUR agent announced that
he wanted to “tell the truth”. He
then shifted the blame squarely
onto Zhykovych.

“I fought enemy combatants
while defending my country,”
he stressed. “I would never in-

tentionally murder an innocent
civilian woman.”In his revised
version, he claimed that the two
men had driven in his BMW to
pick up Berezovska on the high-
way to Kyiv because she “need-
ed to be hidden” in connection
with “a criminal matter”.

He doesn’t clarify what that
was.

On the way, Reut says Zhyko-

vych produced a modified Ma-

karov pistol from his rucksack
and loaded it. When he protest-
ed, he says Zhykovych claimed
it was just a precaution “in case
she panics”.

After collecting Berezovska he
says he was directed to drive to-
wards the village of Yuriv where
all three got out on a forest path.

There Reut says Zhykovych
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ordered him to shoot, saying:
“It’s either her or us.”

In Reut’s telling, Zhykovych
then killed Berezovska himself,
with four shots, before the pair
dug a grave and hid her body.

He says Zhykovych then threw
the gun into a nearby lake along
with her belongings.

But if Reut didn’t shoot her,
why would he confess?

He now says he was threat-
ened by Zhykovych. “He said,
‘If anything happens to me, your
relatives are in danger’,” he
claims.

Zhykovych’s lawyer rejected
that new account.

Shaven-headed and fiddling
incessantly with wooden rosa-
ry beads, Anatoliy Ivanov de-
scribed his client as a low-level
former SBU officer and dis-
missed the idea that a mere civil-
ian could have ordered a serving
GUR member to do anything, let
alone carry out a murder.

He called Zhykovych a “pa-
triot” who had fought in eastern
Ukraine in 2014, like himself,
and then “actively defended”
the Kyiv region after 2022 when

Russia launched its full-scale in-
vasion.

“He does not want to be im-
prisoned. I understand,” Ivanov
commented on Reut’s statement.
For now, there are many more
questions than answers in this
case, which is an uncomfortable
one for the authorities in Kyiv.In
court, Zhykovych’s lawyer sug-
gested there might be a “Russian
trail”, as Ukrainian intelligence
agents have been recruited by
Moscow in the past.We’ve had a
lot of such rats, unfortunately,”
he saidBut he has no evidence of
that, and other theories from cor-
ruption to organised crime have
also been mooted

“All versions are being consid-
ered,” prosecutor Dmytro Tka-
chuk told the BBC

He added that one suspect had
“revealed” some information
about a possible motive but said
it would hinder the investigation
to make that public at this time.
We are checking the informa-
tion,” he said.Both men were
denied bail by the judge and
remanded in custody while the
investigation continues.

US private equity firm Apolio enters
bidding war for easylet with £9.7hn offer

America: The board of
easylet has given the green
light to a possible £5.7bn
offer from the US private
equity firm Apollo, as the
low-cost airline becomes the
subject of a surprise bidding
war.

The company’s board said
on Friday that it was “mind-
ed to recommend” the po-
tential all-cash offer, which
values the business at £7.15p
a share, to shareholders.
Earlier this week, easyJet’s
board agreed “in principle”
to accept a £6.90 deal from
Castlelake, after the US pri-
vate equity firm upped its
offer for the fifth time. How-
ever, analysts said that the
offer, worth £5.5bn, under-
valued easyJet.On Friday,
the airline’s board switched
direction, to recommend

Apollo’s approach. “The
easylet board has careful-
ly considered the proposed
cash offer together with its
financial advisers and has
unanimously concluded that
the financial terms of the
proposed cash offer are at a

level that it would be mind-
ed to recommend to easylJet
shareholders,” the compa-
ny said. “Accordingly, the
easylet board is no longer
minded to recommend the
Castlelake proposal.”

The latest offer also al-

lows current shareholders
to remain invested under
Apollo’s ownership should
the deal proceed, rather than
being forced to divest when
it delists.

Apollo signalled that it
would back easylet’s current

strategy and management
and was not looking to break
up the company.

“Apollo believes in easy-
Jet’s existing strategy of
evolving and strengthening
the low-cost carrier model,
most notably through up-
grading the fleet, enhancing
the ancillary and loyalty of-
fering, and scaling holidays
into a structurally differen-
tiated earnings stream,” the
company said.“Apollo rec-
ognises the important con-
tribution that easyJet’s man-
agement team, alongside
easylet’s employees, have
made towards the company’s
successes. Apollo places a
high value on people and
believes that identifying and
retaining key staff within the
easyJet group will be of par-
amount importance.”

Eight charged with murder conspiracy

Washington: Eight men
were indicted on murder
and terrorism conspiracy
charges Thursday for their
alleged roles in a thwarted
drone and sniper attack on
the UFC cage-fighting show
staged at the White House
in June.The indictment, re-
turned in Ohio, charges all
eight in two separate con-
spiracies, one to provide
material support to terror-
ists and a second to commit
murder on federal govern-
ment territory and to mur-
der a federal government

official. According to the in-
dictment, the plot began in
May, when the group began
amassing money, firearms,
ammunition, body armor,
explosives, drones, medical
equipment, communications
equipment and other items.
On 10 June, law enforce-
ment officials learned about
a possible threat to Donald
Trump’s UFC cage-fighting
show, four days before the
mixed martial arts extrava-
ganza.

The justice department
announced federal charges

against seven people last
month from across the
country, including from
Ohio, Missouri, Washing-
ton, Nebraska and Califor-
nia. Officials said the group
members harbored fringe
conspiracy theories and
hoped the attack would de-
stabilize the government.

One of the defendants
told investigators that they
planned to fly explosive-lad-
en drones into the event
and then shoot panicked
crowd members as they
fled, according to a feder-

al affidavit.Tycen C Proper
19, of Danville, Ohio, and
four others were arrested
and charged in Missouri,
Nebraska, and California
the weekend of the UFC
event, called Freedom 250.
Two more defendants were
charged and arrested by the
FBI about a week later in
Washington and Missouri.
The justice department said
the eighth man was charged
this week.The eighth defen-
dant is Chandler D Scaggs,
21, of Chapmanville, West
Virginia, who was taken into

custody in that state. Scaggs
was allegedly assigned to
be one of the snipers in the
plotted attack, according to
an affidavit.The affidavit
said Scaggs was apparently
to be picked up by Proper
and taken to Washington
but lost contact with Prop-
er after he was arrested,
the same as the others.Sca-
ggs allegedly signaled to
the group that he was still
willing to participate in the
attack and arranged to trav-
el to the event with another
co-conspirator.

UK judges begin hearing appeal over
Trinidad and Tobago anti-gay law

UK: Some of the UK'’s
top judges are hearing argu-
ments over whether a Trin-
idad and Tobago court had
the legal right to overturn a
2018 ruling to remove co-
lonial-era homophobic laws
that criminalise anal sex be-
tween consenting men.

The country’s “buggery
law”, often referred to as its
“sodomy” law, was creat-
ed in 1925 and was written
into Trinidad and Toba-
go’s 1986 Sexual Offences
Act. In 2017 a Trinidadian
LGBTQ+ rights activist,
Jason Jones, challenged the
law, and in 2018 a high court
ruled that it infringed upon
his constitutional right to
privacy and equality.

Last year a court of appeal
quashed that decision after
an intervention by the coun-
try’s attorney general. Now
Jones’s appeal is being heard
by the London-based judi-
cial committee of the privy
council (JCPC), the highest
court of appeal for the UK’s
overseas territories, crown
dependencies and several
independent Commonwealth
countries. It shares the same
judges as the UK supreme
court.

Activists across the Carib-
bean are closely watching
the proceedings, in which an
outcome is expected in three
to six months’ time.

The Bahamas decriminal-
ised homosexuality in 1991
and the UK government re-
pealed such laws in 2001 in
Anguilla, the British Virgin
Islands, the Cayman Islands,
Montserrat and the Turks
and Caicos Islands. Recent-
ly, judges have struck down
similar laws in Barbados,
Dominica, St Lucia and An-
tigua and Barbuda. Howev-
er, anal sex remains a crime
in Guyana, Grenada, Jamai-
ca, Trinidad and Tobago and
St Vincent and the Grena-
dines.

The Trinidadian govern-
ment is opposing Jones
in the case. On Tuesday
the prime minister, Kamla
Persad-Bissessar, argued
that the case could have a
wide-ranging impact as it
could affect other “savings
clauses” — laws imposed on
Caribbean nations when they
were still British colonies to
ensure they preserved Brit-
ish laws after independence.

“This ruling is going to be
a very profound decision,
not just impacting on sod-
omy laws but that whole is-
sue of the saving clause. We
have a lot of colonial laws
that were saved, so this will
give us guidance as to which
ones we keep, which ones
we don’t keep,” Persad-Bis-
sessar told the Guardian in
an interview at a Caribbean
leaders’ summit in St Lucia.
Darrell Allahar, a minister in
the office of the prime min-
ister and one of Persad-Bis-
sessar’s lawyers, described
the privy council hearing as
a “very good exercise”.

“We want to get the court’s
view because the issue is
more than the sodomy laws,
the issue has to do with what
is called the savings clause,
which is a feature of all of
our constitutions in the En-
glish-speaking Caribbean,”
he said.

He added that the clauses
were created “to save ex-
isting laws at independence
so we don’t have a whole-
sale gutting of those laws
in light of the human rights
provisions”.Jones, 61, said
the case should never have
had to reach the British
court. “At any time over
the last decade of my legal
challenge, the state and in-
deed parliament could have
put a stop to this and just
removed these heinous laws
themselves,” he said. “They
have wasted millions of
taxpayers’ money fighting

me.”He said the law, under
which a person can be jailed
for up to five years for con-
sensual same-sex intimacy,
“dehumanises ~ LGBTQ+
people. It makes us both a
criminal and a victim at the
same time.”

Jones said he was confi-
dent he had a strong case.
“The privy council will
never uphold a 500-year-old
homophobic piece of Brit-
ish law that goes against the
rights of the individual. Not
in 2026,” he said. “I know
I’m on the right side of his-
tory.”

Leo Varadkar, Ireland’s
former taoiseach and a
global LGBTQI and hu-
man rights fellow at Har-
vard University, said in an
interview that the only five
countries in the Americas
that continued to outlaw
homosexuality were for-
merly under British rule.
He pointed to the irony that
“colonial-era laws that have
long since been repealed in
the United Kingdom itself”
remained active in former
colonies.

In a paper for Harvard
last week, Varadkar wrote:
“From Canada in the north
to Chile in the south, ho-
mosexuality has been long
since been decriminalised in
the 35 countries that make
up the Americas” apart
from Jamaica, Guyana, St
Vincent and the Grenadines,
Trinidad and Tobago, and
Grenada. “All are anglo-
phone and formerly part of
the British empire. This is
not a coincidence.”

He noted that the UK
judges would preside over
this week’s hearing in the
knowledge that “human
rights and freedoms, includ-
ing the right to privacy and
control over what happens
to one’s own body and in
one’s own bedroom”, were
enshrined in British law.
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These seven white-cast sunscreens are
suitable for summertime Indian sKin

Sunscreen is definitely
necessary in the summer.
But it can be difficult to
find the ideal sunscreen,
particularly for Indian skin
tones. Although sunscreen
is necessary to shield the
skin from damaging UV
rays, many of its formulas
leave a white cast that can
make the skin appear dull
or ashy. While zinc oxide
and titanium dioxide-con-
taining mineral sunscreens
are especially prone to this
problem, many contempo-
rary formulations have cre-
ated lightweight, undetect-
able formulas that blend in
perfectly with Indian skin
tones without leaving your
skin looking chalky or ashy.

If you’re looking for sun-
screens that offer strong
sun protection while re-
maining completely trans-
parent on the skin, here are
7 options. Most of these
sunscreens are even perfect
to be worn under makeup,
so you don’t have to worry
about your makeup looking
cakey.

1. The Derma Co 1% Hy-
aluronic Sunscreen Aqua
Gel SPF 50 PA++++ | Hy-
drating, Lightweight &
Non-Greasy: The Derma
Co 1% Hyaluronic Sun-
screen Aqua Gel SPF 50
PA++++ is an in vivo-test-
ed (ISO 24444:2019) sun-
screen with 6 UV filters
for ultimate sun protection.
This sunscreen not only
protects your skin from
the harmful UV rays but
also protects it against the
blue light radiated from
electronic devices. This
lightweight,  non-greasy
sunscreen contains hyal-
uronic acid that helps keep
the skin hydrated while
protecting it from harmful
UVA and UVB rays. Its
gel-based formula spreads
easily, absorbs quickly, and
does not leave a noticeable

white cast on most skin
tones. The best part is that
this sunscreen feels non-
greasy and works well for
oily, combination, and nor-
mal skin types. It can also
be worn comfortably under
makeup.

Customer Reviews

Customers appreciate the
lightweight texture and
quick absorption of this
sunscreen. Many  users
mention that it blends eas-
ily without leaving a white
cast and feels comfortable
throughout the day, without
feeling greasy. Some users
praise its affordability and
hydration benefits. How-
ever, a few customers note
that it can make the skin
appear slightly shiny after
several hours and may not
suit highly sensitive skin.

2. Mamaearth Vitamin C
Daily Glow Sunscreen with
Vitamin C & Turmeric:
Mamaearth Vitamin C Dai-
ly Glow Sunscreen SPF 50
provides  broad-spectrum
sun protection while help-
ing improve skin radiance.
Enriched with Vitamin C
and turmeric, this In-Vivo
tested (ISO 24444:2019)
sunscreen aims to bright-
en dull skin and support
an even complexion. This
lightweight lotion spreads
smoothly on the skin and
absorbs without feeling
heavy. It is suitable for
daily wear and generally
does not leave a noticeable
white cast. The best part is
that this sunscreen is made
from natural ingredients
and is free from toxins,
making it safe for sensitive
skin, while also adding a
healthy glow.

Customer Reviews

Many customers like the
glowing finish and bright-
ening effect of this sun-
screen. Users often men-
tion that it blends easily
into the skin and feels com-

fortable for everyday use.
Dry and normal skin users
appreciate the moisturis-
ing texture. A few users
with oily skin feel that the
product becomes slightly
greasy during hot weather
or after extended wear.

3. Bioderma Photoderm
Créme Claire SPF 50+
PA++++ Tinted Sunscreen
with 8H Hydration: Bio-
derma Photoderm Créme
Claire SPF 50+ PA++++
is a premium tinted sun-
screen that offers high sun
protection and light cov-
erage, along with giving
8 hours of hydration. The
non-sticky, non-greasy
tinted formula helps even
out skin tone while protect-
ing against UVA and UVB
rays. It is designed for sen-
sitive skin and provides
a smooth finish without a
strong white cast. In fact,
its creamy texture offers
good moisturisation and
can replace light makeup
on casual days. Its derma-
tologically tested formula
makes it a trusted choice
for sun protection and skin
comfort. Customer Re-
views

Customers praise the ef-
fective sun protection and
natural-looking tint. Many
users find that it blends
well and creates an even
skin tone without appear-
ing cakey. Sensitive skin
users frequently mention
that it does not Iirritate.
Some reviewers appreci-
ate that it reduces the need
for foundation. However, a
few customers feel the tint
may not perfectly match all
Indian skin tones and find
the product expensive.

4. RE’ EQUIL Ultra
Matte Dry Touch Sun-
screen | SPF 50 PA++++ |
Water & Sweat Resistant:
RE’ EQUIL Ultra Matte
Dry Touch Sunscreen SPF
50 PA++++ is specially

designed for oily and ac-
ne-prone skin. It provides
broad-spectrum protection
while delivering a matte
finish that helps control ex-
cess shine. Its lightweight
silicone-based formula
spreads evenly and feels
smooth on the skin. It is
water-resistant and  suit-
able for outdoor activities,
and leaves little to no white
cast when blended proper-
ly. Its non-greasy texture
makes it a favourite among
users looking for long-last-
ing sun protection.

Customer Reviews

Users frequently praise
this sunscreen for its matte
finish and oil-control per-
formance. Many customers
with oily and acne-prone
skin report that it stays
comfortable throughout the
day without causing break-
outs. Reviewers also appre-
ciate its smooth application
and strong sun protection.
Some users mention that
the silicone texture feels
unusual at first. Dry skin
users occasionally feel that
it lacks sufficient moisture.

5. Beauty of Joseon Re-
lief Sun Aqua-fresh Rice
+ B5, SPF 50+ PA++++
Sun Cream, Moisturizing
& Calming Formula: Beau-
ty of Joseon Relief Sun
Aqua-fresh Rice + B5 SPF
50+ PA++++ is a Korean
sunscreen known for its
lightweight and hydrating
formula. It contains rice
extract and Vitamin B5 to
help nourish and soothe
the skin while providing
broad-spectrum protection.
The cream absorbs quickly
and leaves a natural fin-
ish without a white cast.
It is suitable for most skin
types, including sensitive
skin. The sunscreen feels
comfortable throughout the
day and layers well with
skincare and makeup prod-
ucts.

Customer Reviews

Customers often describe
this sunscreen as one of the
most comfortable products
for daily use. Users praise
its lightweight feel, smooth
application, and invisible
finish. Many reviewers ap-
preciate that it works well
under makeup and does
not irritate sensitive skin.
Several customers mention
improved skin hydration.
Some users with very oily
skin report that the finish
can become slightly dewy
in humid conditions.

6. ASAYA | Spot Light
Depigmenting  Sunscreen
SPF 50 PA++++ | In-VIVO
Tested | Niacinamide + Lic-
orice Extract: ASAYA Spot
Light Depigmenting Sun-
screen SPF 50 PA++++ is

an In-Vivo tested sunscreen
that combines sun protec-
tion with ingredients aimed
at reducing pigmentation
and uneven skin tone. En-
riched with niacinamide
and Liquorice Extract, this
lightweight sunscreen is
designed to protect against
sun damage while support-
ing a brighter complexion.
It spreads easily and gener-
ally leaves little to no white
cast. It is suitable for daily
use and works well for in-
dividuals concerned about
dark spots. Its multitasking
formula makes it appealing
for those seeking both pro-
tection and skincare bene-
fits.

Customer Reviews

Customers appreciate
the combination of sun
protection and pigmenta-
tion-focused  ingredients.
Many users report that the
sunscreen feels lightweight
and comfortable through-
out the day. Several re-
viewers mention a gradual
improvement in overall
skin appearance when used
consistently. Users also like
that it blends easily without
leaving a noticeable white
cast. Some customers note
that visible results on dark
spots require regular and
long-term use.

7. Plum SPF 50 PA++++
Sunscreen with 2% Nia-
cinamide & Rice Water
| In-Vivo Tested | Light-
weight, No White Cast:
Plum SPF 50 PA++++
Sunscreen offers reliable
broad-spectrum protection
with a lightweight and
comfortable formula. It is
designed for daily wear and
blends easily into the skin
without leaving a strong
white cast. It provides a
balanced finish that works
for various skin types. It
helps protect against sun
damage while maintaining
skin comfort throughout
the day. Its easy-to-use tex-
ture and affordable pricing
make it a popular option
among students, profes-
sionals, and everyday sun-
screen users.

Customer Reviews

Customers appreciate the
sunscreen’s  lightweight
feel and everyday usabili-
ty. Many users report that
it absorbs well and does
not leave a noticeable
white residue. Reviewers
also mention that it feels
comfortable under makeup
and works well for regular
office use. Several custom-
ers find it to be a good val-
ue-for-money option. Some
users with oily skin note
that the finish can become
slightly shiny during hot
weather.
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As rainfall increases, numerous individu-
als observe a marked increase in dandruff,
itching, and white flakes on their shoulders.
If you experience heightened itchiness or
flakiness of the scalp during the monsoon, it
is not merely a figment of your imagination.
Dermatologists clarify that this season fos-
ters ideal conditions for exacerbating scalp
flakiness, even in those who typically do
not suffer from dandruff.

Why dandruff worsens during monsoon

“Monsoon creates the perfect environment
for a fungus called Malassezia to go out of
control. Malassezia lives on everyone’s
scalp all year round, feeding on the natural
oils our scalp produces. It is not a problem
until conditions shift in its favour, and the
monsoon does exactly that,” says Dr Kohli.
“When humidity rises sharply, the scalp
sweats more and the sebaceous glands ramp
up oil production. This warm, moist, oily
environment is where Malassezia thrives.
As it overgrows, it triggers an inflammato-
ry response from the immune system. That
inflammation speeds up the natural skin
cell turnover cycle on the scalp and instead
of shedding invisibly the way it normally
does, the skin sheds in visible clumps. That
is the flaking we see,” she explains. Dr Gul-
rez Tyebkhan, Consultant Dermatologist,
Saifee Hospital, Mumbai, adds that season-
al changes can significantly impact scalp
health. “With increased rainfall, there has
been an increase in dandruff, itching and
white flakes on your shoulders, so it is not
in your imagination. Dermatologists claim
that the monsoon brings the best conditions
for scalp flakiness to become worse, even
among those who do not suffer from dan-
druff normally,” says Dr Tyebkhan.

What is Malassezia

The scalp, like the rest of the skin, is con-
stantly regenerating itself. Old skin cells
shed and are replaced by new ones natural-
ly every few weeks. Normally, these tiny
flakes are washed away during regular hair
washes and are not noticeable. “Monsoon
reverses this process, however. As skin cells
naturally shed, the process slows down,
leaving dead cells on the scalp. These scales
appear over time in the form of flakes and
can also cause itching,” explains Dr Tyeb-
khan. Another major factor is the increased
growth of Malassezia, a fungus that natural-
ly exists on the skin. “Malassezia normally
inhabits people’s skin, but it grows faster
during humid times. This causes inflamma-
tion, making the skin flake more and more,”
says Dr Tyebkhan. Dr Kohli also highlights
that dandruff and seborrhoeic dermatitis, a
conditionthat causes more intense flaking,
redness, and itching, are linked to the same
fungal activity. “Dandruff and seborrhoeic
dermatitis are both driven by this same fun-
gus. The monsoon simply provides the right
conditions for Malassezia to multiply and
dominate,” she adds.

The gut-scalp connection

While scalp care plays an important role,
internal factors may also influence flare-
ups. “The gut microbiome and the scalp are
more connected than people think. During
the monsoon, dietary changes, increased
consumption of street food, and gut infec-
tions are common. When the gut barrier is
compromised, systemic inflammation rises,
and this can worsen scalp inflammation,”
says Dr Kohli.

“I regularly see patients whose dandruff
flares coincide with gut disturbances during
this season,” she adds.

How to prevent monsoon dandruff and
flaky scalp 1. Wash your hair regularly

Maintaining scalp hygiene is one of the
simplest ways to prevent excessive flak-

ing. “A lot of people who suffer from
scalp flaking wash their hair only once a
week, which leads to the accumulation
of dead skin cells, sweat, oil, and dirt on

”

the scalp,” says Dr Tyebkhan. “Washing
your hair at least twice or thrice a week
during monsoons is a general guideline to
keep the scalp clean and free from accu-
mulated scales,” he adds. 2. Use antifungal
shampoos correctly “This is the baseline.
Ketoconazole, zinc pyrithione, or seleni-
um sulphide shampoos used twice a week
actively reduce the Malassezia load on the
scalp,” says Dr Kohli. She adds, “The key
thing I tell patients is to leave the shampoo
on for three to five minutes before rins-
ing. Most people rinse it off immediately,
which means the active ingredient barely
has time to work.” Dr Tyebkhan explains
that in some cases, dermatologists may
also recommend additional treatments.
“Antifungal shampoos are a common
treatment, but leave-on antifungal lotions
or solutions may also be recommend-
ed. These remain on the affected area for
several hours, allowing the medication to
work more effectively against the fungus.
The shampoo removes the scales, while the
leave-on antifungal agent reduces fungal
growth,” he says.

3. Keep your scalp dry

“A damp scalp for hours is an open invi-
tation for fungal overgrowth. People often
come home after getting wet in the rain,
tie their hair, and continue with their day,”
says Dr Kohli. “Dry your scalp and roots
thoroughly after washing or getting wet. A
low-heat blow dryer is absolutely fine and
far better than leaving the scalp damp,” she
advises.

4. Avoid heavy oiling on the scalp

While oiling is a traditional hair-care
practice, heavy oils may worsen dandruff
during humid weather. “Coconut oil ap-
plied to the scalp is a beloved Indian prac-
tice, but in the monsoon it can backfire.
Heavy oils sit on the scalp, trap moisture,
and create a favourable environment for
Malassezia,” says Dr Kohli. “If you want
to oil your hair, apply it to the lengths and
ends only and avoid applying heavy oils
directly on the scalp,” she suggests.

5. Do not ignore persistent symptoms

“If the flaking is accompanied by severe
itching, redness, or persists despite fre-
quent washing, it may be due to an over-
growth of Malassezia rather than just dead
skin,” warns Dr Tyebkhan. Dr Kohli adds,
“If the itching is intense, there is redness
or crusting at the hairline, or the flakes are
thick and yellowish, it may be seborrhoeic
dermatitis rather than simple dandruff.”

“Persistent dandruff accompanied by
symptoms like excessive itching, redness,
crusting, or hair loss should not be ignored.
A dermatologist can assess whether it is
simple scalp flaking or a fungal condition
requiring targeted treatment,” concludes
Dr Tyebkhan.

Maintain the freshness of your favorite sneakers this
monsoon season hy following straightiorward care tips

have a deep affec-

tion for my sneakers;

however, the onset of
the monsoon fills me with
anxiety. As soon as dark
clouds gather, I find myself
contemplating whether my
beloved pair will return
home drenched in muddy
water, irreparably stained,
or bearing that persistent
damp odor. After experi-
encing several unfortunate
incidents on rainy days, I
came to the conclusion that
I required practical advice
rather than random tips
found online. Consequent-
ly, T chose to consult an
expert.

According to Mr Aayush
Jindal, CEO, Asian Foot-
wears, “A little preventive
care can go a long way in
keeping your shoes look-
ing and performing their

best.” His approach is re-
freshingly practical, with
simple habits that can help
your sneakers stay cleaner,
fresher and in better shape
all through the rainy sea-
son. Here are the five tips
he recommends before you
head out in your favourite
pair.

What is monsoon dam-
age, and how can it ruin
your sneakers?

Water weakens the ma-
terials:  Constant  expo-
sure to rain can affect the
fabric, leather and glue,
making your sneakers lose
their shape over time.Mud
leaves stubborn stains: Wet
mud can seep into the up-
per and sole, leaving marks
that become harder to re-
move if left for too long.

Moisture causes unpleas-
ant odour: Damp interiors

create the perfect condi-
tions for bacteria, leaving
your shoes smelling less
than fresh.Soles can start
peeling: Excess moisture
may weaken the adhesive
that holds different parts of
the sneaker together, lead-
ing to separation.Mould
can develop during stor-
age: Putting away damp
sneakers in a closed cup-
board can encourage mould
growth, damaging both the
appearance and the mate-
rial.

5 essential tips from Mr.
Aayush Jindal to keep your
sneakers in great condition
this monsoon

1. Waterproof your sneak-
ers before the rains arrive

Don’t wait for the first
shower to think about pro-
tection. Mr Jindal recom-
mends treating every pair

with a water repellent spray
that suits the shoe material
before the monsoon begins.
A protective coating helps
reduce water absorption
and makes cleaning much
easier later.

2. Let wet sneakers dry
naturally

If your sneakers get
soaked, resist the tempta-
tion to place them under
direct sunlight or near a
heater. Instead, stuff them
with paper to absorb excess
moisture and leave them to
air dry in a well-ventilated
spot. This helps prevent
cracked leather, warped
soles and misshapen shoes.

3. Rotate your sneakers

Wearing the same pair ev-
ery rainy day does them no
favours. Give your sneak-
ers a day off between wears
so they can dry complete-

ly. This simple habit helps
them retain their shape and
reduces the chance of lin-
gering dampness.

4. Clean off mud before it
settles

Fresh mud is far easier to
remove than dried dirt. Mr
Jindal suggests using a soft
brush and a damp cloth to
clean your sneakers as soon
as possible after wearing
them. Quick cleaning also
helps prevent stains, odour
and long-term damage.

5. Store them in a dry,
airy space

Never put damp sneakers
straight into a closed cup-
board. Store them in a dry,
well-ventilated area with
shoe trees or paper inserts
inside. This keeps moisture
at bay, helps the shoes hold
their shape and reduces the
chances of mould forming.




Tamil
cinematographer
R. Chezhiyan dies

Chennai National
Award-winning  filmmaker
and noted cinematographer
Chezhiyan passed away on
Friday in Chennai. He was
57. Chezhiyan reportedly
breathed his last after suffering
from a prolonged illness.

Chezhiyan made his directo-
rial debut with To Let (2017),
which won the National Film
Award for Best Tamil Feature
Film at the 65th National Film
Awards. The film also earned
him the Best Cinematographer
Award at the Milan Interna-
tional Film Festival. Born in
Sivaganga, Chezhiyan earned
an engineering degree before
pursuing his passion for pho-
tography and filmmaking. He
began his cinematic journey as
an assistant to acclaimed cin-
ematographer P. C. Sreeram
and made his independent
debut with Kalloori in 2007.
Over the years, he established
himself as one of the most re-
spected and talented cinema-
tographers in Tamil cinema.
Chezhiyan’s mortal remains
are expected to be placed for
public viewing, allowing col-
leagues, admirers, and mem-
bers of the fraternity to pay
their final respects. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Prema, and
daughter, Ajitha.

Northeast Chronicle

SATURDAY 11 JULY 2026

mmmmes ENTERTAINMENT meeessssssss

Chennai : Shantha Ku-
mari, wife of legendary
Telugu actor Sobhan Babu,
passed away at her residence
in Chennai on Thursday due
to age-related health issues.
She was 85. According to
family members, Shantha
Kumari was admitted to a

private hospital in Chennai
four days ago after her health
deteriorated. While undergo-
ing treatment, she suffered
a sudden cardiac arrest and
passed away. Her funeral
rites will be held on Friday.
Shantha ~ Kumari  and
Sobhan Babu were married

on May 15, 1958, even be-
fore he entered the Telugu
film industry. Known to be
a private person, she chose
to stay away from the media
and film events. She dedi-
cated herself to managing
the household and family re-
sponsibilities while Sobhan

Babu pursued a busy ca-
reer in Telugu cinema. The
couple had four children,
a son, Karuna Seshu, and
three daughters, Mrudula,
Prashanthi, and Nivedhitha.
Born Uppu Sobhana Chalap-
athi Rao, Sobhan Babu was
one of Telugu cinema’s most

beloved heroes. At the peak
of his career in 1996, he bid
farewell to films and chose to
live a peaceful life in Chen-
nai. He passed away due to a
heart attack in 2008.

In a previous interview,
their son Karuna Seshu said
his father kept his children

away from the limelight.
Karuna Seshu has stayed
out of films and currently
manages the family’s busi-
nesses and properties in
Chennai. Sobhan Babu has
multiple grandchildren, but
the most prominent in the
public eye is his grandson,

Dr. Surakshith Battina, who
is a renowned laparoscopic
surgeon and fertility spe-
cialist. He made headlines
for setting a Guinness World
Record by performing mini-
mally invasive laparoscopic
surgery to remove a 4.5 kg
uterus.

Ramayana locks July 18 trailer launch
and san nlﬂ!lll comic-con panel

Mumbai : The count-
down for Nitesh Tiwari’s
Ramayana is officially get-
ting bigger. Even before the
film takes its first look to the
global stage at San Diego
Comic-Con 2026, the mak-
ers are reportedly preparing
a grand trailer launch in In-
dia. According to reports,
the first trailer of the Ranbir
Kapoor and Yash-starrer is
expected to be unveiled at
Bharat Mandapam in New
Delhi on July 18, giving
Indian audiences the first
major glimpse of one of the
country’s most expensive
and ambitious films.

The Delhi event is expect-
ed to formally kick-start the
film’s promotional campaign
before the team heads to the
US for its Comic-Con pre-
sentation. For a film mount-
ed on such a vast scale, the
strategy appears clear: begin
with a homegrown spectacle
and then take the epic to an

international ~ pop-culture
platform. As per the offi-
cial San Diego Comic-Con
schedule, Ramayana will be
showcased on July 23, 2026,
at 3:15 pm PDT, which is
3:15 am IST, in Ballroom
20. The panel will feature
producer Namit Malhotra,
director Nitesh Tiwari, Ran-
bir Kapoor, who plays Lord
Ram, and Yash, who essays
Ravana.

The SDCC listing de-

scribes the film as a sweep-
ing retelling of one of the
world’s oldest epics, centred
on Rama, a prince shaped by
duty and sacrifice, and Rava-
na, an immortal ruler driven
by pride and vengeance. The
panel will offer an exclusive
first look at what is being
positioned as one of the
largest cinematic undertak-
ings in Indian film history.
This makes Ramayana only
the second Indian film after

Kalki 2898 AD to receive
a major showcase at San
Diego Comic-Con, a space
usually dominated by Hol-
lywood tentpoles and super-
hero franchises. The move
signals that the makers are
not treating Ramayana as
just another big Bollywood
release, but as a global cin-
ematic property.

Mounted on a reported
budget of Rs 4,000 crore,
Ramayana features Ranbir
Kapoor as Lord Ram, Sai
Pallavi as Sita and Yash as
Ravana. The cast also in-
cludes Sunny Deol as Ha-
numan and Ravie Dubey
as Lakshman, along with
Rakul Preet Singh, Kunal
Kapoor, Lara Dutta, Arun
Govil, Sheeba Chaddha and
Adinath Kothare.The film is
planned as a two-part saga.
Ramayana Part 1 is slated
for Diwali 2026, while the
second instalment is expect-
ed to arrive in Diwali 2027.

T-Series locks Aditya Roy Kapur
for 2021 action-romance

Mumbai : Bollywood ac-
tor Aditya Roy Kapur will be
seen starring in an “intense,
violent musical lovestory"
directed by “Ek Deewane Ki
Deewaniyat" director Milap
Milan Zaveri. Talking about
the collaboration with actor
Aditya, Zaveri says “Aditya
has always had a rare ability
to portray love with honesty
and emotional depth. Ever
since Aashiqui 2, audiences
have connected with him in
stories driven by passion and
heartbreak."

“This character is layered,
intense, and emotionally
complex, and I couldn’t think
of anyone better to bring
that journey to life," the di-
rector added. After Aashiqui
2, Malang, Ludo and Metro
In Dino, producer Bhushan
Kumar reunites with Aditya.
Blending powerful romance,
high-octane action, and a
soul-stirring soundtrack, the
yet-untitled film promises to

sionate and raw form.

On coming back together
once again, producer Bhu-
shan Kumar says, “Our asso-
ciation with Aditya goes back
many years and has given us
films that audiences continue
to love. From Aashiqui 2 to
Metro... In Dino, every col-
laboration has been special
in its own way. We share a
great creative comfort, and
I’m happy we’re coming to-
gether once again for a story
that’s intense, emotional and
mounted on a grand scale."

scheduled to commence later
this year, the film is set to go
on floors later this year before
arriving in cinemas across
2027. Zaveri shared “Get
ready to see him in one of the
most powerful, heroic and
romantic roles he has ever
done! So excited to finally
be directing him after years
of friendship and mutual re-
spect! Im delighted that the
film is backed and produced
by Bhushan Kumar sir whom
I’'m reuniting with after big
successes like #Satyameva-

present love in its most pas-

Principal

photography is

Jayate and #Marjaavaan.

Amitabh Bachchan reacts cryptically to
‘nower of hlack' tweet hacklash

Mumbai : Amitabh Bach-
chan has seemingly reflect-
ed on the importance of
acknowledging  mistakes
after facing backlash over
a recent tweet about the
France national football
team during the FIFA World
Cup 2026.

The tweet did not go down
well with several users, who
criticised the veteran ac-
tor for commenting on the
racial composition of the
French team. Many argued
that the footballers should
be identified and celebrated
as French players rather than
being reduced to the colour
of their skin. Others called
the remark unnecessary and
insensitive, especially in the
middle of a global sporting
event where conversations
around identity, nationality
and representation are often
closely watched. While Am-
itabh has not directly named
the controversy in his lat-

est blog post, the actor ap-
peared to address the larger
idea of learning, reflection
and owning up to one’s er-
Tors.

Writing on Tumblr, he
shared, “Every day is an
education .. every day is a
fresh and new learning ..
every day is cherished for
the opportunities it gives to
be able to comply with the
change and the new. Learn-
ing is divine .. what was
unknown and left to special-

ists, is good, one must have
the ability to pick up what-
ever the ones that have the
knowledge and experience,
convey.. nothing like un-
derstanding the self and the
meaning of it, it shall ever
reflect upon your .. YOUR
understanding and reading
and your own reckoning."
He further wrote about
the value of admitting when
one may have gone wrong.
“Specialists can make a mis-
take , find excuses for it and

carry on in a repair mode
.. but doing it on your own
reasoning and personal in-
puts gives you the hold on
what we move on with or
at least know that the mis-
take was ours ... admitting
a mistake is not wrong .. it
shows character," he wrote.
The actor added that ac-
cepting a mistake can end
unnecessary debate and free
one from prolonging argu-
ments. He also wrote that
sometimes the best way to
end a disagreement is to tell
the other person, “You know
! you may be right."On the
professional front, Amitabh
Bachchan is expected to
return in the sequel to Nag
Ashwin’s mythological sci-
fi film Kalki 2898 AD. The
upcoming film also stars
Prabhas and Kamal Haasan
in key roles. Deepika Padu-
kone, who appeared in the
first part, will reportedly not
return for the sequel.

Thalaivar Rajinikanth aims for Telugu
hox office gold with Jailer 2

Hyderabad : Tamil superstar Ra-
jinikanth is gearing up to make another
strong impact at the Telugu box office
with his much-awaited action enter-
tainer Jailer 2. The makers are expected
to command a premium price for the
film’s Telugu dubbing rights, reflecting
the superstar’s growing market in the
two Telugu states.

“They have not yet begun discussions
for the Telugu dubbing rights since the
film is targeting an October release,
although the final release date is yet to
be officially confirmed,” says a leading
distributor. “Rajinikanth is set to mes-
merise Telugu audiences once again
because he is playing an age-appropri-
ate yet powerful role. The film also fea-
tures multiple antagonists, which fur-
ther elevates his larger-than-life screen
image. It promises to be an entertaining
blend of family drama and high-volt-
age action.” He adds that Rajinikanth
continues to enjoy immense popularity
across generations. “His charisma and
trademark style appeal not only to older
fans but also to younger audiences and
family viewers, making him one of the

few Tamil stars with a strong and loyal
fan base in the Telugu states.”

Directed by Nelson Dilipkumar, Jailer
2 is expected to release on October 15,
2026. The sequel follows Muthuvel as
he takes on a powerful idol-smuggling
syndicate, while S. J. Suryah joins the
franchise as a formidable new antag-

onist seeking revenge for the death
of Varma. The film also stars Ramya
Krishnan, Mirnaa and Vasanth Ravi
in pivotal roles. “Rajinikanth’s earlier
film Jailer was a sensational success
in the Telugu states, collecting over
335 crore net and more than 70 crore
gross,” the distributor points out.

Kalpana lyer on Kareena Kapoor's childhood charm: ‘she
accomnamed I(arlsma Iﬂ SBIS and we knew her destiny

Dhamaal 4 review: high energy, zero laughs in
Ajay Devgn and Riteish Deshmukh’s latest

Mumbai : Veteran actress Kalpana
Iyer has shared a nostalgic memory of
a young Kareena Kapoor from the sets
of the 1996 film “Raja Hindustani.”

Recalling the time when Kareena
would visit the sets with her sister Ka-
risma Kapoor, Kalpana revealed that
she was instantly captivated by the
young girl’s charm and beauty. In her
recent post, she shared that she had
told her hairdresser at the time that
Kareena would become a star one day
— a prediction that came true much
sooner than she expected. Calling it
a precious memory, Kalpana looked
back on Kareena’s early days before
she became one of Bollywood’s lead-
ing actresses. Taking to Instagram,
she posted her throwback photos from
the song ‘Pardesi Pardesi’ and wrote,
“I have danced in about approximate-
ly 80/100 Dance numbers in Hindi
movies & many other Movies in Var-
ious Languages and it maybe more

but certainly not Less is my opinion
and not every Dance resonates with
me today nor did it do so when I ac-
tually Shot for some of them... but
it was my Calling and it was A Job
and My Choice and absolutely im-
portant for Reasons that I have been
clear about... I just needed Work with
dignity and respect and Thankfully I
had All of that and it Brought in the
Money which was so needed and so
very important and I don’t have any
regrets... But Some Films are Spe-
cial...”

“Some Dances remain in your Heart
and your Life Forever and They make
a Home inside your Body and Never
Leave you.... I have a few of them
and I cherish them for Various Rea-
sons but 1 is beyond and Above Any
of the Others that I Love and nothing
else can compare...It was the Out-
come of A director with a Vision and
A Cameraman who was a Master in

his Craft and A Young Dance Director
with a Passion so Raw and so Intense
and A Hero who was and is a Talented
Actor and a Perfectionist and The Mu-
sic Director UfHftfff ... Mind blowing
and Singers Epic and Superb ...I was
in Heaven... it was Shot at Night and
it took 2 weeks of Intense Labor and
Total Submission from Every Single
Person on The Sets of Raja Hindu-
stani and Pardesi Pardesi was The Re-
sult of Sheer Hard Work and Incredi-
ble Talent All Around.” Kalpana Iyer
concluded by writing, “I owe a huge
Thanks to Dharmesh Darshan and a
huge Hug to Manish Malhotra for my
Costume and For Explaining the Look
he had Visualized ( I drew the Tattoo
type Bindi on my Forehead Every
Single Day for 2 Weeks aaaahhhh it
was so therapeutic to just keep draw-
ing I love the Memory) . My Favorite
Memory is of A Sweet Young Girl ...
Who would come to be with her sister
for a While and I would keep Star-
ing at Her and keep Telling my Hair
Dresser She is So Beautiful and She
Will Become a Star Soon and She did
and Sooner Than I Thought... That
young girl Was Kareena Kapoor Pre-
cious Memories..Raja Hindustani.”
Kareena Kapoor would often visit
her sister Karisma Kapoor on the sets
of the 1996 blockbuster ‘Raja Hin-
dustani.” The movie featured Aamir
Khan and Karisma Kapoor in the lead
roles. The film followed the story of
a small-town cab driver who falls in
love with a wealthy young woman.

Mumbai : A pirate ship.
A treasure hunt. Endless
shouting, stomping and
cartoonish chaos. A barrage
of fat-shaming jokes. A few
meta one-liners that don’t
land. A bunch of skeletons.
Three octopuses. One tiger.
One cobra. One crocodile.
Two dolphins with Ajay
Devgn riding atop them.
And histrionics. That’s
Dhamaal 4 in a nutshell.

The fourth instalment in
Indra Kumar’s Dhamaal
franchise is rattling, loud
and ludicrous. It goes
above and beyond slap-
stick and brainrot. But full
marks to the makers for
their effort! They try every
trick in the dusty handbook
of comic capers to make
you laugh. But somehow,
none of the constant bick-
ering, exaggerated move-
ments, comical accidents
and confusion land. Its idea
of humour is painfully sim-
ple —slap a character, make
them fall down, make them
trip, hang them off a cliff
and shove a knife into their
buttocks. The film throws
everything at the wall in
the hope that something
sticks. But very little does.

Excess is the film’s guiding
principle, which perhaps
explains its relentlessly
verbose storytelling. Ev-
erything is spelt out loud
here.

Every gag is explained,
every beat underlined and
every punchline repeated
until there’s nothing left
for the audience to discov-
er on their own, proving
Dhamaal 4 has little faith
in its audience. And when
nothing else works, a wres-
tling match is orchestrat-
ed between a plus-sized
woman and a vertically
challenged man belong-
ing to a tribal community.
In all honesty, Dhamaal 4
operates on a threadbare,
one-line plot — a bunch of
people on a hunt to unrav-
el some Shaitan Singh’s
century-old gold that lies
hidden in a cave deep in-
side a jungle. This is then
stretched to form an over-
long film. It starts off with
an animated montage of a
Bambaiya tapori-speaking
guru in a ‘guru-cool’ nar-
rating this story of Shaitan
Singh.

The montage also has a
cameo by Jackie Shroff.

Cut to, we’re introduced
to a pirate named Adhura
and his gang on a mission
to steal gold. They get into
a scuffle with Prithvi, the
only person who has the
map to the cave. Enters
Guddu, who fights Adhura
as he feels only he has the
right to own the treasure. In
his spare time, Guddu tries
to impress his girlfriend’s
kids and win their approv-
al. We’re then introduced
to Lallan, who prays for
a rich girl with an ‘extra
large car’ and ‘extra large
bungalow’. God hears him
and brings into his life an
‘extra large’ woman named
Paro. No, these aren’t our

words. And then there’s
Adi and Manav. Adi is try-
ing his best to win Rosie
back, who had left him a
year ago on their wedding
night after Manav acciden-
tally had set her on fire.

The common link be-
tween all of them? Greed.
Greed drives them to meet
atop a cliff where Prithvi
and Guddu are seen hang-
ing and fighting for their
lives. Thereafter, they set
out to discover the cave
that holds the key to their
fortunes and a brighter fu-
ture behind an ‘M’ shaped
rock. On the way, they
brave storms and man-eat-
er animals.
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Four Deepak Nandal Gang gunmen were Killed, while three
officers were injured during a nocturnal clash in Gurngram
' B

NewDelhi, July 10: Four gunmen
affiliated with the Deepak Nandal
gang were killed and one badly in-
jured during a late-night encounter
with Haryana Police in Gurugram
on Thursday, as part of a massive an-
ti-organized crime operation. During
the gunfight, three police officers
were also shot. According to police,
the incident occurred in the A-Block
neighborhood of Sushant Lok when
Crime Branch officers encircled five
armed gunmen linked with the gang.
A furious gun duel ensued, with both
sides firing over 20 rounds. The po-
lice retaliated by killing four gunmen
and seriously injuring one. The area
has now been cordoned off, and po-
lice and forensic teams are gathering
evidence from the scene. Preliminary
investigations suggest that the five
shooters had reached the area with
the intention of extorting money from
a property dealer. The Crime Branch
had reportedly received prior intel-
ligence about their movement and
had laid a trap in the area. As police
teams moved in, the suspects alleged-
ly opened fire in an attempt to escape
which led to a prolonged exchange
of gunfire. According to the Crime
Branch, police control room officials

received information about armed
criminals travelling in a suspicious
Scorpio SUV. Acting on the tip-off,
Crime Branch teams rushed to the
Sushant Lok area.By the time police
reached the location, the accused
had allegedly begun firing with so-
phisticated weapons at the residence
of a businessman. Investigators said
the businessman had been receiving
repeated extortion messages from a
wanted gangster believed to be op-
erating from abroad.Police asked ac-
cused to surrender Officials said the
Crime Branch team first warned the
suspects and asked them to surren-
der. However, the accused allegedly
responded by firing at the police and
attempting to flee.

In self-defence and to prevent their
escape, police personnel returned fire.
All five shooters sustained bullet inju-
ries during the operation. The injured
suspects were rushed to a private su-
per-speciality hospital, where doctors
declared four of them dead. The fifth
accused remains under treatment and
is reported to be in critical condition.
Three policemen injured during oper-
ation.

The encounter also left three Gur-
ugram Police personnel injured after

they were h1t by bullets during the
exchange of fire. All three officers
were immediately shifted to a hospi-
tal for treatment. Police said doctors
are closely monitoring their condi-
tion and they are receiving necessary
medical care.Deepak Nandal gang
under scanner.The Deepak Nandal
gang has been under the radar of law
enforcement agencies for its alleged
involvement in extortion, intimida-
tion and other criminal activities. The
latest encounter is being viewed as a
massive blow to the gang’s operations
in the region. As investigations con-
tinue, authorities are likely to intensi-

fy efforts against organised crime net-
works operating across Haryana and
the National Capital Region.What
happens next? With one accused
surviving the encounter, detectives
want to interview him to learn more
about the gang’s operations, extortion
network, and suspected connections
to handlers working outside of In-
dia. Forensic specialists have begun
to examine the guns, ammo, cars,
and other evidence collected at the
scene. Police are also likely to look
into whether the group was engaged
in other extortion and violent crime
cases in Haryana and adjacent states.
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“l've Been Saying He Should Be Dropped” India’s star
hatter is dubbed “Clueless” By the 1983 World Cup Winner

New Delhi: Team India
is experiencing an unpar-
alleled run of poor form,
having lost their past four
entire T201Is on a tour of Ire-
land and England. India’s
batting unit, in particular,
has been under intense crit-
icism after being bowled
out for 76 in the third T20I
in Nottingham. Krishnam-
achari Srikkanth, a former
India opener and BCCI
head selector, singled out
Tilak Varma, India’s T20I
vice captain, for criticism.
Srikkanth blasted Tilak’s
performance against short-
pitched bowling as “clue-
less” and suggested that he
be pulled from the team. ”

He’s already the vice-cap-
tain, and it looks like he’ll
soon become the captain
also. Tilak Varma might
have himself said he
doesn’t want to go out, see-
ing the pace and bounce.
Tilak Varma is clueless,”
Srikkanth said, speaking on
his YouTube channel.“You
make Tilak Varma your
main batter and vice-cap-
tain. Yet, you shield him

against  fast  bowling?
They are sending Axar
Patel ahead of him. They
are trying to shield Tilak
Varma because they know
he’s vulnerable against
short-pitched bowling.
I’ve been consistently say-
ing he should be dropped.
But they don’t drop him,”
added Srikkanth, who won
the 1983 World Cup with
India.In the third T20I,
Tilak made just 3 runs off
11 balls, visibly struggling
during his stay at the crease.
His struggles summed up a
disastrous batting perfor-
mance from India, as they
got bowled out for the low-
est-ever men’s T20] team
total in England.Srikkanth

further said that he would
prefer to play Sanju Sam-
son over Tilak Varma in
India’s T20I playing XI.“T
would rather play Sanju
Samson himself instead
of Tilak Varma,” Srik-
kanth stated. Samson was
dropped from India’s ros-
ter following three straight
defeats against Ireland and
England, making way for
15-year-old Sooryavanshi.
However, with Sooryavan-
shi struggling and India’s
whole batting order under
scrutiny, Samson might
make a comeback in the
next two T20Is.India must
win the last two games to
avoid a second consecutive
T201I series loss.

A government
school teacherin
Delhiis in serious

condition
following a’

suicide’ attempt

New Delhi, July 10: A
45-year-old  mathematics
teacher at a government
school who was also a
booth level officer (BLO)
for the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) exercise al-
legedly committed suicide
on Wednesday.According to
authorities, a note retrieved
from him mentioned job
strain. The teacher is un-
dergoing treatment at a city
hospital and remains criti-
cal, police said.Employed
at a government senior sec-
ondary school run by the
Directorate of Education
in north Delhi, the teacher,
who suffers from asthma,
sustained serious injuries.
“He is likely to survive, but
the incident could leave him
with long-term complica-
tions such as paralysis or
permanent disability,” his
55-year-old  brother-in-law
said.Police said they re-
ceived information about the
incident at around 3pm and
rushed to the spot, follow-
ing which he was taken to
hospital. During the prelim-
inary inquiry, investigators
learnt that he had allegedly
been under work-related
stress.Officials familiar with
the matter said he had re-
cently been assigned duties
linked to the SIR exercise.
In the note, he wrote that
work pressure had become
overwhelming, his health
was deteriorating and that
he was taking the decision
himself. Speaking to HT, his
40-year-old wife, a resident
of Adarsh Nagar, said he su-
pervised 10 BLOs and had
to accompany one of them
while simultaneously mon-
itoring the movements and
work of the other nine.“He
had to keep checking wheth-
er they had reached on
time. He had to accompany
one BLO himself and trav-
el throughout the day. He
was already suffering from
asthma, which made his
condition worse,” she said.
According to her, he had
been under immense pres-
sure and his oxygen levels
had been fluctuating over the
past three to four days. She
alleged that he had informed
two of his seniors about his
condition and submitted a
medical certificate stating
that his oxygen levels often
dropped while travelling ex-
tensively for work. Despite
this, she alleged, they repri-
manded him and threatened
to terminate his services. HT
contacted one of the officials
named by the family, but he
declined to comment.

California: Spain has not lost and has not sur-
rendered a single goal in this year’s World Cup.
Since March 2023, La Roja has gone 36 consec-
utive competitive matches without a loss. This
high level of play definitely does not intimidate
Belgium, which is on its own upward trend as
the teams prepare for their World Cup quarter-
final meeting on Friday. While Spain has been
Europe’s most consistent victor for the past three
and a half years, Belgium has maneuvered itself
into position for what may be the final chance
for its golden generation to achieve something
remarkable together. ”

Everyone is already talking about us going
home, but we believe we can do it,” Belgium
coach Rudi Garcia told reporters through an in-
terpreter Thursday. “We believe we can pull off
an upset, and we will do everything we can to get
to the semis.”The fascinating encounter at SoFi
Stadium pits a pre-tournament favorite and de-
fending European champions against Belgium,
which has never quite realized its full potential
despite having big-money talents on its squad.
The winner faces France in the Dallas area on
Tuesday in the semifinals, and Spain is enough
of a perceived favorite that coach Luis De La
Fuente had to parry several questions from his
national media Thursday about that potentially
titanic clash with Les Bleus.But Belgium real-
izes the opportunity it has after blowing out the
co-host United States 4-1 on Monday in its best
performance of the tournament and extending the
Red Devils’ own unbeaten streak to 18 match-
es across all competitions. Garcia and Romelu

Lukaku said they weren’t worried about their
gleeful celebrations of their last victory turn-
ing the Los Angeles-area crowd against them.“I
think (before) the past several days, we had 12
million Belgium fans, and now I think we’ve got
millions and millions that have joined our ranks
across the globe,” Garcia said. “I don’t know
what it will be like tomorrow, but it’s not the
crowd that scores the goals. It’s not the fans that
score the goals. We’re going to focus on what
we can do.” Spain’s defense has been impenetra-
ble, with Rodri orchestrating the effort superbly
from midfield. Goalkeeper Unai Simén has only
had to make six saves in five World Cup match-
es, yet Belgium has enough offensive talent to
make any goalkeeper work — including Kevin
De Bruyne, Youri Tielemans, veteran striker Lu-
kaku, playmaker Leandro Trossard and Charles
De Ketelaere, who had two goals against the
Americans.Lukaku likened the feeling of this
match to the Red Devils’ meeting with Brazil in
the World Cup quarterfinals eight years ago in
Russia — a game his team won 2-1 in stunning
fashion.“Tomorrow we need to play the perfect
game if we want to proceed,” said Lukaku, Bel-
gium’s career goals leader. “Spain is an excel-
lent team. They’ve been playing the same type of
football since 2008. They’re well prepared, but
we have certain assets that can make life diffi-
cult for them. We love the challenge.” Despite a
wealth of good players around teenage sensation
Lamine Yamal, Spain could be vulnerable sim-
ply because it hasn’t scored consistently, getting
seven of its nine goals at the World Cup during

routs of overmatched Saudi Arabia and Austria.
La Roja managed only Mikel Merino’s clutch
injury-time goal while beating Portugal 1-0 in
the round of 16.“Ultimately we have been very
focused on the defensive aspect, but we’ve also
historically scored a lot,” De La Fuente said.
“I think we have the most attempts on goal (in
this World Cup). Perhaps a little bit more effica-
cy, and we might also be the squad that scores
the most. But we’re so good on the attack that it
gives the opponent little opportunity to come the
other way.”

Striker Mikel Oyarzabal scored two goals
in Spain’s first appearance at SoFi last week,
leading Spain to a 3-0 rout of Austria.“I think
we’ve managed to build a really solid core
group,” Oyarzabal said. “Regardless of wheth-
er things go well or badly, or who’s playing, the
team responds, and I think that’s crucial. We’ve
achieved something very difficult: creating that
kind of unity within the national team.” Yamal
still hasn’t broken out in his first World Cup,
scoring only one goal for Spain. His teammates
and coaches say they’re quite satisfied with his
overall tournament performance, which began
with limited playing time in the group matches
while he returned from a hamstring injury in-
curred in April with Barcelona.“Maybe he hasn’t
contributed goals, but he brings all the attack,”
midfielder Gavi said. “He’s incredible. I hope
that now if we win, hopefully in the semifinals
or the final, too, if we win, then he scores goals
so people understand what he does for us.”De La
Fuente praised Yamal for an excellent two-way
performance against Portugal. The coach even
credited Yamal for the fact that Nuno Mendes,
who was attempting to mark Yamal, had to leave
early in the second half with an injury.“He’s very
motivated,” De La Fuente said. “(Yamal) wants
to do so much, and we know the best version of
him, the attacking Lamine, is something we hav-
en’t seen yet in this World Cup. He had to work
on the defensive side quite a bit because we were
facing a powerhouse of a rival. I think this was
an exercise in maturity for Lamine. He’s going to
perform on the attacking front, that’s clear. He’s
got incredible potential, and it’s going to come.”
Belgium lost midfielder Amadou Onana to a knee
injury this week, necessitating a tactical shift to
maintain its defensive framework. That change
might just be the return of De Bruyne, who most
likely did not play against the United States to
stay in peak form for Friday’s meeting.

‘Good’ against ‘Bad’ Trinamool BIP's *
Strategy’ To Break Mamata Banerjee’s Party

New Delhi, July 10:
Three former Trinamool
Congress MPs are ready to
return to the Rajya Sabha,
although in different col-
ors, weeks after resigning.
Sushmita Dev, Sukhendu
Shekhar Roy, and Prakash
Chik Baraik, who had just
resigned Mamata Baner-
jee’s party and their Ra-
jya Sabha seats, formally
joined the BJP on Thurs-
day. Within hours, the BJP
nominated them as candi-
dates for the byelections to
the three seats left vacant
by the same leaders. The
elections for these seats
will take place on July 24.
The BIJP’s quest to dis-
mantle the Trinamool Con-
gress is far from complete.
Rukmini Mallick, another
MP, has also sent the Ra-
jya Sabha Chairman her
resignation and will meet
with him in person shortly
to give it over. According
to reports, two of the re-
maining nine TMC Rajya
Sabha MPs may join the
BJP soon. Bhalo Trinamool
Leaders The inclusion of
former Trinamool officials
in the BJP contradicts the
party’s public statements
that it will not induct

TMC politicians due to
charges of corruption and
goondaism. However, on
Tuesday, state BJP presi-
dent Samik Bhattacharya

called it an “exception”
while inducting Sukhendu
Sekhar Roy, Sushmita Dev
and Prakash Chik Baraik
into the BJP.He had earlier
also propounded the theo-
ry of “good TMC and bad
T™C”,

under which there would
be no hesitation in tak-
ing along “bhalo” (good)
TMC leaders. Before the
split, TMC had 13 MPs in
the Rajya Sabha. A split
and merge with the BJP or
any other party, requires
9 MPs. Since that number
could not be managed, the
BJP has adopted a strategy
of getting MPs to resign
and then fielding them on
its symbol to send them
back to the House. The
strategy weakens the Tri-
namool while shoring up
BJP’s numbers in the Rajya
Sabha.

After July 24, the BJP’s
strength in the Rajya Sabha
will rise to 117, its highest
ever. The BJP will now be
six votes shy of a simple
majority of 123 on its own.

A man has heen arrested for viciously hitting
his 4-year-old daughter on the road

Australia Will Host an IPL Game? The report

Rohtak, July 10: A dis-
turbing story of child abuse
has emerged from Hary-
ana’s Rohtak district, where
a dad was captured on
CCTV reportedly hitting his
four-year-old daughter in
the middle of the road. The
distressing episode, which
sparked considerable in-
dignation, was captured on
a neighboring CCTV cam-
era and then went viral on
social media. According to
the authorities, the accused
tried to leave following the
event. On Friday morning,
he was apprehended at a
train station after an over-
night search operation. Po-
lice identified the culprit as
Jitendra, a native of Bareil-
ly, Uttar Pradesh, who lived

with his family in Rohtak’s
Indira Colony. He worked
as a daily wage laborer. Af-
ter the video aired, police
conducted a search opera-
tion and apprehended him
at a train station as he was
reportedly attempting to
flee. After being arrested,
Jitendra apologized for his
acts and stated that he had
made the worst mistake of
his life.

Mother asks for lenien-
cy The child’s mother has
urged the authorities not to
take harsh measures against
her husband. She said that
he is the family’s primary
source of income, and that
his imprisonment would
leave the family without
financial  assistance.How-

ever, the police have made
it plain that the seriousness
of the offense does not al-
low for mercy. Officials
stated the event is a severe
and horrible crime, and ju-
dicial processes would con-
tinue in line with the law.
Why did the father assault
the child?According to the
police investigation, the
four-year-old girl, identi-
fied as Surabhi, had gone
to attend a birthday party
without informing her fam-
ily. Enraged over this, the
accused allegedly assaulted
her while under the influ-
ence of alcohol. The CCTV
footage reportedly shows
the accused first slapping
the child before forcefully
throwing her onto the road.

New Delhi: An Indian Premier League (IPL) match might soon
be played in Australia if the BCCI accepts the offer, while Crick-
et Australia want to make the scheduled Big Bash League start
in Chennai an annual event, according to The Sydney Morning
Herald. On Friday, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
his Australian counterpart Anthony Albanese confirmed that the
Melbourne Renegades will play the Perth Scorchers at Chen-
nai’s MA Chidambaram Stadium on December 12. According
to the article, CA is hoping for a reciprocal IPL game in Austra-
lia, with a “open invitation” made to the BCCI. The paper also
cited people who indicated that secret negotiations were taking
place. India and Australia on Friday unveiled a Sports Col-
laboration Roadmap to expand cooperation in training, sports
science, technology and the sports industry, with the inaugural
match of the upcoming Big Bash League season in Chennai be-
ing the highlight of this collaboration.The opening Australian
Men’s Big Bash League fixture will see Melbourne Renegades
face defending champions Perth Scorchers at the MA Chidam-
baram Stadium (Chepauk) in December, marking the first time
a foreign cricket league match will be staged in India. The eight-
team BBL is one of the most followed domestic cricket leagues
in the world after IPL and is usually held in the December to

February window. The announcement forms the centrepiece of
a week-long “G’Day Namaste” festival across India, featuring
Australian cultural, business and sporting events, according to a
statement issued by the Australian government.The India-Aus-
tralia Sports Collaboration Roadmap, released jointly by India’s
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Australian counterpart
Anthony Albanese at the MCG, seeks to promote partnerships
in sports training and capacity building, sports science and
technology, and sports industry and investment, according to
the Ministry of External Affairs.The event here was attend-
ed by Victoria Premier Jacinta Allan, former Australian men’s
captain and ODI World Cup winner Steve Waugh, and former
Australian women’s captain Lisa Sthalekar. The MEA said the
visit highlighted the growing significance of sports, cultural
exchanges and people-to-people connections as key elements
of the India-Australia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.
As part of the roadmap, the two countries will also organise an
India-Australia Youth Sports Festival to encourage greater in-
teraction among young athletes and strengthen sporting links.
Welcoming the initiative, Modi said sports had a unique ability
to unite people and that the roadmap would help diversify the
sporting partnership between India and Australia.
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Shreyas lyer receives hacking despite criticism
following England T201 series disappointment

New Delhi: India assistant
coach Ryan ten Doeschate
has thrown his weight be-
hind Shreyas lyer following
the team’s disappointing
T20I series defeat in En-
gland, urging critics to be
patient with the new captain
as the side navigates a dif-
ficult period. India slumped
to a 3-0 deficit in the five-
match series after England
sealed their maiden bilat-
eral T20I series win over
the visitors with a crush-
ing nine-wicket victory in
Bristol on Thursday. Harry

Brook and Phil Salt stitched
together an unbeaten 146-
run stand to chase down the
159-run target with 37 balls
to spare. The defeat also
marked India’s fifth loss
in six T20Is under Shreyas
Iyer’s captaincy.

The series loss came on
the back of a shock 2-0 de-
feat in Ireland, piling pres-
sure on Iyer, who replaced
Suryakumar Yadav as In-
dia’s T20I captain despite
not being part of the side’s
triumphant ~ World ~ Cup
campaign. However, Ten

Doeschate insisted that the
management had taken a
long-term view while mak-
ing the leadership change.
“When you’re managing
or coaching a team like In-
dia, you have to plan ahead.
Surya was a fantastic lead-
er, but when you weigh up
where he is age-wise and
look two years ahead, you
have to make some really
tough calls,” Ten Doeschate
said after the fourth T20I.
“There are going to be a
million opinions about it
and, after losing two games

against Ireland and falling
3-0 behind in England, I
understand that the optics
don’t look great. But it’s
important to look at things
holistically.” The former
Netherlands all-rounder
pointed to the absence of
key players and the changes
within the squad as factors
behind India’s struggles
overseas. “We’ve made a
few changes to the squad.
Hardik (Pandya) and Jas-
prit (Bumrah) make a big
difference to the team, so
we’ve got a different squad
here with slightly different
weapons. We also need to
give Shreyas a bit of time
to grow into the role and
allow the players to adapt
to his captaincy style,” Ten
Doeschate said. India’s bat-
ting frailties were exposed
throughout the tour. After
being whitewashed in Ire-
land, the problems persisted
in England as the visitors
struggled against pace and
movement. The slump came
in Nottingham, where In-
dia were bowled out for 76
in just 11.5 overs, suffer-
ing their heaviest defeat in
T20Is.

At 79, Baldev Singh keeps alive the fire
(1 !Illl(lﬂ future hockey talent tirelessly

Ludhiana: At the age of 75, re-
nowned hockey coach Baldev Singh,
who recently received Padma Shri
— the nation’s fourth-highest civil-
ian honour — has kept alive the fire
in him to guide young talent towards
glory. He received the Padma Shri on
June 25. Baldev Singh also got the
Dronacharya Award in 2009 in recog-
nition of his outstanding contribution
to sports coaching. Though he is no
longer associated with any academy
or institution in an official capacity,
Baldev Singh, keen to play an active

role in state’s hockey resurgence,
says remains committed to mentoring
promising youngsters and strength-
ening the sport at the grassroots. His
vast experience and proven ability to
nurture talent can prove invaluable
in grooming the next generation of
hockey players, provided his services
are effectively utilised to strengthen
the sport. Widely regarded as one of
the most respected hockey mentors,
Baldev Singh believes the revival of
the nation’s hockey lies in identify-
ing and grooming players from an

early age. Despite his advancing age,

Baldev Singh is involved in coaching
and mentoring aspiring players. For
him, hockey is more than a game —
it is a lifelong mission. Having spent
decades serving the sport, he contin-
ues to inspire youngsters through his
dedication, discipline and vision. His
relentless efforts have earned him ad-
miration across the sporting fraternity,
with many viewing him as a torch-
bearer of hockey’s rich legacy in the
state. Talking to The Tribune, Baldev
Singh, who has mentored over 50 in-
ternational players, said a structured
policy covering schools was needed
if the state wanted to regain its lost
glory in hockey and other sports dis-
ciplines. He suggests the state govern-
ment should formulate a sports policy
similar to that of Haryana to revive
the sporting ecosystem and encourage
youngsters to take up sports. “Haryana
plans well. It scouts talent early, gives
secure jobs, substantial cash awards
and protects an athlete’s career. That
is why their medal count has risen in
national games every time,” Baldev
Singh said. “Punjab has no dearth of
talent. What we need is a policy that
handholds a player from under-14
level to the Olympics,” he added. The
veteran coach advocates for more lu-
crative prize money for outstanding
sportspersons to motivate youngsters.

Spain vs Belgium quarterfinal: Can Red
Devils shock La Roja and advance?

New Delhi: Spain have
looked every bit the title
favourites at the 2026 FIFA
World Cup, but Belgium ar-
rive in Los Angeles believ-
ing they have the firepower
to end La Roja’s unbeaten
run and book a place in the
semi-finals. Luis de la Fuen-
te’s side have not conceded
a goal in the tournament,
producing a series of disci-
plined performances capped
by a hard-fought 1-0 victory
over Portugal in the Round
of 16. Belgium, meanwhile,
have gathered momentum
after an inconsistent group
stage, following up their
dramatic comeback win
over Senegal with a com-
manding 4-1 victory over
co-hosts the United States.
With  Spain’s  rock-solid
defence set to collide with
Belgium’s free-scoring at-
tack, Friday’s quarter-final
at SoFi Stadium promises

to be one of the blggest tests
yet for both sides. “Whoever
controls the midfield might
win the game.” That is Zee
5 expert Robin Singh’s big-
gest takeaway heading into

the contest, with the former
India international believing
the battle between Spain’s
possession game and Bel-
gium’s rapid transitions will
shape the outcome.

Gurdaspur: International
fencer Varinder Singh Johal
has exemplified a rare blend
of self-reliance, unwavering
integrity and, above all, cer-
tain grace throughout his ca-
reer. He competes in fencing,
a sport where there are no
teammates to fall back on or
to share either the glory or the
disappointment. Every bout
is fought alone, demanding
not only technical excellence
but also immense mental
resilience. Over the years,
Johal has relied entirely on
his character to navigate the
highs and lows of competi-
tion. His list of achievements
is impressive. Johal has rep-
resented India in five Senior
World Cups and won medals
of every colour at prestigious
events, including the Junior
Commonwealth Champion-
ships, Junior Asian Champi-
onships and the South Asian

Games. He has also captured
gold medals at three national
championships. Johal draws
inspiration from legendary
Hungarian sabre fencer Aron
Szilagyi, the first male fenc-
er in Olympic history to win

three consecutive Olympic
gold medals. “Aron dominat-
ed the sport like no one else.
His lightning-fast footwork,
consistency and composure
have cemented his place
among the greatest fencers

the sport has ever seen,”

says Johal. Away from the
piste, Johal serves as a Mas-
ter Chief Petty Officer in the
Indian Navy and is current-
ly posted in New Delhi. He
credits his coaches, Krish-

an Rayamajhi and Rajinder
Singh Chahal, for playing a
pivotal role in his journey.
“They have stood like a
rock behind me throughout
my career,” he says. Hailing
from an agricultural family
in Deriwal Daroga village
of Gurdaspur district, Johal
completed his schooling at
Banda Bahadur Singh Senior
Secondary School in Dhari-
wal before moving to Patiala
in pursuit of better training
opportunities. He recognised
early that Patiala offered su-
perior facilities and a thriving
sporting ecosystem, making
it the ideal place to nurture
his talent. His father is a re-
tired Army serviceman, while
his mother is a homemaker.
Johal’s exceptional perfor-
mances in fencing earned
him a place in the Navy soon
after he completed his Class
XII examinations.

Mbappe downplays injury, urges France’s
focus after World Cup semifinals berth
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Boston: Kylian Mbappe
urged France to stay focused
after reaching the World Cup
semi-finals, insisting there is
no room for complacency as
the challenges ahead will be
even tougher. The France cap-
tain also allayed concerns over
his fitness, describing the an-
kle issue that forced him off as
minor and saying he was fine,
adding that the substitution
was a tactical decision to allow
Jean-Philippe Mateta to see
out the closing stages. France
booked their place in the FIFA
World Cup 2026 semi-finals
with a 2-0 victory over Moroc-
co in a gripping quarter-final
encounter at Boston Stadium.
Mbappe and Ousmane Dem-
bele scored in the second half
to send France into the final
four of the ongoing World
Cup. With this, France reaches
its 3rd consecutive World Cup
semifinal. Mbappe also won
the player of the match award,
winning it for the third time in
this World Cup edition. “There
can be no let-up. There is still a
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long way to go, and what lies
ahead will be even tougher,”
Mbappe said after the match,
as per Reuters. “It’s a minor
ankle injury, but I'm fine. In
that moment, I think Mateta
was better suited to continue
for the remaining minutes of
the match. But I'm fine, don’t
worry,” he added. Mbappe
continued his sensational runs
in the ongoing FIFA World
Cup, as he scored the opening
goal for his side against Mo-
rocco in their FIFA World Cup
2026 quarter-final in Boston.
The goal helped Mbappe reach
a remarkable milestone in his
World Cup career. The France
captain took his tally to 20
FIFA World Cup goals across
the 2018, 2022 and 2026 edi-
tions, moving within one goal
of Lionel Messi’s all-time
tournament record of 21. This
was Mbappe’s eighth goal of
the ongoing edition. Mbappe’s
eighth goal of the 2026 World
Cup also saw him join Argen-
tina’s Messi at the top of the
Golden Boot race.

Harmanpreet Kaur eyes Lord's Test to
heal Women's TZﬂ World Cup wounds

New Delhi: India cap-
tain Harmanpreet Kaur
believes the one-off Test
against England at Lord’s
offers her side the perfect
opportunity to put behind
the disappointment of the
Women’s T20 World Cup
and rediscover its rhythm
in the longest format. India
endured a difficult cam-
paign at the T20 World Cup
in England, falling short
of expectations despite ar-
riving at the tournament as
one of the favourites. The
setback has left Harman-
preet’s side searching for
answers, but the prospect
of featuring in the first-ev-
er women’s Test at Lord’s
has injected fresh enthusi-
asm into the squad. “It was
a very hard moment for
all of us because we really
prepared hard for the World
Cup, but unfortunately we
didn’t give our best. This
Test match was something
which kept us very excited.
We all came together as a
group and wanted to give
our best for this match,”
Harmanpreet said in the
pre-match press confer-
ence. “Right now everyone
looks in a good space and
hopefully we’ll enjoy our
cricket.” The occasion car-
ries immense significance
for India as well. Lord’s,
which has hosted 150
men’s Tests since 1884, is
staging a women’s Test for

the first time, 50 years after
it welcomed its first wom-

en’s international match.
India will also draw con-
fidence from their recent
exploits in red-ball cricket.
Under Harmanpreet Kaur,
India scripted a historic
victory over Australia in
Mumbai in 2023 before
crushing South Africa by
10 wickets in Chennai in
2024 after posting 603 for
six declared, the highest
total in the history of wom-
en’s Test cricket. While the
Lord’s clash has generated
excitement among players,
Harmanpreet reiterated that
women cricketers want
more opportunities in the
traditional format.

“As a cricketer, we defi-
nitely want to be part of
many Test matches. But
I think that’s totally the
higher authorities’ call.
Till now, I have seen all
the highs and lows, and I
have seen women’s crick-
et growing all these years.

I thlnk we are in the right
hands, and they’re the right
ones to take the call,” she
said. The India captain
added that the game was
moving in the right direc-
tion, with women’s cricket
gradually embracing lon-
ger formats. Harmanpreet
described playing a Test at
Lord’s as a dream come true
and admitted that she was
surprised to learn that the
venue had never hosted a
women’s Test before. “But
if you ask me as a player, I
definitely want to play lots
of cricket and don’t want to
sit at home doing nothing.
We are enjoying our time,
we are quite busy, and in
between we are getting op-
portunities.” “Last March
also we played one Test
and now tomorrow we’re
going to get one more Test.
I think things are going the
right way and hopefully,
in future, we’ll see many
more Test matches coming
up,” Harmanpreet added.

France reach third straight World Cup semifinal
behind unstoppable Mbappe Ilrllllance

Boston: For more than an hour in Boston,
France looked almost beatable. Almost.
Yassine Bounou had locked the door. Ev-
ery French attack seemed to end with the
Moroccan goalkeeper standing in the way,
while Kylian Mbappe, of all people, had
even left a penalty behind him. Then, just
as they have done so often over the last
three World Cups, France found another
gear. Mbappe’s stunning strike on the hour
finally pierced the Moroccan resistance
before Ousmane Dembele doubled the ad-
vantage six minutes later, sending Didier
Deschamps’ men into a third consecutive
FIFA World Cup semi-final with a com-

manding 2-0 victory.

The final score almost did Morocco a fa-
vour. France finished with 20 attempts on
goal, struck the crossbar through Lucas
Digne, saw Mbappe denied from the spot
and forced Bounou into save after save.
Morocco, meanwhile, did not seriously
test Mike Maignan until the 83rd minute,
when Azzedine Ounahi finally drew a com-
fortable stop from the French goalkeeper.
There was a brief hush around the French
supporters when Mbappe went to ground
before being substituted in the 77th min-
ute. But the captain walked off without
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any visible discomfort, raising both arms
to acknowledge the crowd as he headed
towards the bench, suggesting there was
little to worry about ahead of Tuesday’s
semi-final in Arlington against either Spain
or Belgium. This France side has evolved
beyond being “Mbappe and ten others”.
The superstar remains the headline, but
around him sits arguably the deepest and
most complete squad left in this World

They can dominate possession, suffo-
cate teams without the ball, change their
attacking shape midway through a game
and, when all else fails, hand the ball to the

world’s most devastating forward. Win-

ners in 2018, runners-up in 2022 and now
back in the final four once again, Les Bleus
are beginning to look less like contenders
and more like the team everyone else is
trying to catch. Morocco arrived carrying
the hopes of a continent once again. Four
years after becoming the first African na-
tion to reach a World Cup semi-final, they
had pieced together another memorable
campaign, knocking out the Netherlands
on penalties before brushing aside Cana-
da to book a reunion with France. For long
spells, they were far from outplayed.
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